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of Irishmen. Itis proposed to form a vast federation, comprising
representatives of all organised labour in Ireland, for the solepurpose of keeping out of the country all goods of British manu-
facture with the exceptionof such as Ireland is unable to produce.
The movement is warmlyapprovedby Michael Davitt, anda deputa-
tion waited on Mr. Parnell, to securehis approvaland thatof the
Irish National League.

Both Bulgaria andBervia haveinvoked the aid of the European
Powers witha view to effecting a settlement of hostilities betweenthe twocountries, and the Powers have appointed commiss'ouers to
demarcatea zonedividing their territories,and to arrange for a fourweeks'armistice. Despite thiß, however,King Milan ieports officially
to thePowers thatBulgarian troops made an attack on Servian out-postsonFriday. The account of the engagement further states tbatafteraeverefighting the Servians dislodged, theBulgarians from their
positionat Velikizvor,killing and woundingmany of their number.

After a reprieveof eight days, Louis DavidEiel,leader of the
Canadian half-breed rebellion,washanged at Regnan, North-western
Territory, on November 16, at 8 a.m. Extraordinary precautionswere takenagainst a demonstration of his partisans at the scaffold.
Hewas accompaniedtohis death by Pierre Andre andFather M'Wil-
liams. At the request of the former, he made a speechto the few
soldiers andcivilians who were admitted tosee the execution. He
diedcompletely self-possessed. His executioner was a man named
Jack Henderson, who wascaptured by Kiel in the rebellion of 1870.The body was temporarily interred at the foot of the scaffold. Some
hesitation wasfelt by the Government in transferring it to Winnipeg,
aB Kielhad asked, as ahalf-breed demonstration was feared at the
funeral. When the news of the execution reached Quebec, the ex-
citement was almost beyond restraint. Flags were draped with
glaring emblems, andmany men donned crape. At night a group
of students and their friends paraded the streets sboutinar

"
Glory,

Riel !" and cursing Orangeism. Bills weredistributed to allpassers-by calling on them to assemble in mass meeting. The bills were
headed:" Riel hanged 1 Triumph of Orangpmen over Catholics 1"
TheFrench Canadian City Councilat Montreal adopted a resolution
toadjourn as a protest against the violationof the laws of justice
and humanity in the execution of Riel. About eight thousand
citizens and a great many students burned the same night an effigy
of Sir John M'Donald in front of Queen Victoria's statue. When
the Premier'seffigy hadbeen partly burned, the party cut it down,
with the remark, "There goes a cursed serpent." The Queen's
statue was blackened and disfigured by the smoke. The news of
Riel's fate wasreceived quietly in Ottawa. Numbers waited on the
Premier and the Minister of Customs congratulating then
for carrying out the sentence of the Court. The former
comrades of Riel in school at Montreal resolved to wear
mourning for a month in respect tobis memory. Madame Riel and
family takeup their residence there. A fund will be established for
their support. Some French Canadian students, together with some
quarrymen and others, numbering 800, paraded the streets. The
quarrymen carried axe-handles, andclubs, and thigh-bones. They
shoved people from the sidewalks, frightening horses, and committed
aggressive acts. It was thought at one time they would attack the
Salvation Army Hall. They threatened the office of La Minerve.
The students of M'Gill University (English) intended to burn Kiel
ineffigy in the Champs de Mar.

Tuesday.
The cutter Kent, when crossing Foveaux Strait from Stewart

Island to the Bluff on Saturday, was thrown on her beam ends, and
narrowly escapedbeing capsized. The crew were at first puzzled to
account for the occurrence,but the mystery was explained by the
appearance of a large whale going astern of the vessel. It is sur-
mised that the cutter sailed over the whale.

A smart shock of earthquake was felt throughout Wellington
on Sunday morning at about 7 o'clock, the direction being north to
south.

His Holiness thePope has written a letter toCardinal Manning,
in whichhe strongly approves of the establishment of Catholic schools
in the Colonies by voluntary subscription.

Constant fighting is takingplace between the British troops atKhosbnay and the Soudanese and Arabs in the vicinity. Casualties
are takingplacealmost daily.

Telegrams from Balkan Peninsula,referring to fighting which is
alleged to have taken pi? ;e at Velikizvor,are now stated tobedevoid
of truth. Latest advices report tra.at present hostilities have ceased.The British India StpamNavigation Company'sDorunda arrived
at Brisbane yesterday from Townsville. Fifteen fresh cases of sick-
nesshavebroken out,aud five deaths occurred on board the vessel
since she left Townaville. The medical officer affirms his belief that
the disease is undoubtedly cholera, and that it was introducedon
boardat Batavia.

Wednesday.
Te Kooti visitedKihikihi on Monday with a'large cavalcade and

purchased large supplies. He states that he is going with hisfollowers toPoverty Hay, notwithstanding the warninggivenhim.
It is reported that Mr. Gladstone, Mr. Chamberlain, and SirVernonHarcourt are inclined to support the amendment which Mr.

Parnell intends to move to the Address-in-Reply demanding HomeEule for Ireland;but the moderate Liberals are opposed to this
step.

Itis announced in reassembling Parliament thatLord Salisbury's
Government will avail themselvt s of the earliest opportunity
to ascertain whether or not they possess the confidence of theHouse.

Arrangements havebeen concluded by whichKing Theebaw and
his Queen will be interned at Madras,a residence being provided forthem, and thoughnot keptclose prisoners,they will be under surveil-
lance.

The French Government have issued a circular note to the
European Powers favouring the union of Bulgaria and Eastern
Roumelia under Prince Alexander. The Porte has also sent a
circular to the Powers inviting them to an rntentc on thequestion.

(Fromour ownCorrespondent.)
Dec. 15, 1885.Last week, the festival of theBth was honored in the Catholic waylargecongregations andmany communicants at the Masses, and agoodattendance at vespers. The turn out of the school children attheir special Mass was as usual remarkably good. Isay "asusual,"because thib is one of the sightsof the place onhighdays, holydays,and Sundays. A great many peopleliketo look upon it, and they liketo hear the remarks whichourparish priest,whohasa way of his own

of talking to the little ones,addresses to the assembled children.
A section of our public opinion, how large Icannot say, butIhope itmay be large, is exercised about some unhappy old men whohave found adecent refuge in theDomain for some years. Are youaware that Christchurch possesses the handsomest, the most pictur-esque, and themost extensive park and public gardenin New Zea-land ? Beautifully plantedoriginally, it has grown up witha tract ofsylvan beauty most refreshing to the eye,and the eye is not alonepleased:the songof birds iseverywhere,and the perfume of flowere,of clover, of the resinous pine, and the aromatic eucalyptus. Withflower beds to cultivate,vast plantationsof seedling trees to attend to,

miles of shady walks to keep inorder, great stretchesof treesof mostsortstobe found in temperate climates to trim, prune, give air bythinning their branches, hedges upon hedges to" keep from almostIrrepressibleexuberance;— between all these things there is muchwork. It is nothard work, just the work that one man can do. Inthe old Provincial days that work wasallotted to old men seekingemployment and past their best days. When the Provinces wentthe way of flesh, we all thought thit a frost, a nipping frost hadfallenuponour Domain, which was left with aBoard— that wonder-ful panacea for all politicalevils— and without anyfunds. Thefundswere a detail that somebody had forgotten. But we we're agreeablysuprised, like that good-hearted ecclesiastic will be when he°meets acertain questioner who asked him if he expected to meether in heaven. The Charitable Aid Department continued toprovide the money to pay the old men, and the Domainnourished fairly. But we have now the nipping frost
inreal earnest. We have a Charitable Aid Boardof our own, which,being a really chaiitable body, has cut oil the wagesof thepooroldlellows at one fell swoop. Charity, you see. sir, when it formspart of a political table, means a dole for which nothing must begiven in return. Somebody has lately said amongst us that we
scorn to relieve without pauperising. This isa little above me, sir.but Ido pity these poor old chaps who have to leave the pleasant
place of their ending old age, and go forth to starve. The proba-bility is that they will be refused rations on the ground that theyhave been earning wages as able-bodiedmen,and can do so again.Ttm is not oneof the good tbings of this new Board's start.Of the Ministerial policy shaiowed forth by Sir Julius Vogel inthat cheery spirit for which you have not been slow to give himcredit, Icannot report anything definite ;as to its receptionhere,Imean. Opinions aredivided everywhereIgo. After the public hashada little time to turn it over,it will be more easy to tell on which
side the majority of opinion lies. The newspapers wagewarpro andcon, but their readers have as yet made little Bign. Protection andFree Trade monopolise the correspondence columns of the journals
at enormous length, and with the usual statistical merits anddemerits— especially the latter. But while thrashing out this subjectwhich willnot be of vital importancejustyet inourpoliticalworld,thecorrespondentsneglect the progressivepolicy which is sureshortly todivide parties verysharply. Ihisis a sign that as yet there is notmuch that is definite in the public mind about the latter. One
suggestion has beenmade which appears tocommend itself generally.It is that if we are to complete the trunk lines there must beno
monopoly of land as in thepast. This, lamin a position to say, isthe opinion of someof our most prominent representatives.Ihthe matter of Ministers, we are in tbat state which natureabhors— we have a Ministerial vacuum. Nearly all the week weenjoyed the presence of four Ministers— Sir Julius, recovering fromhis accident, the Premier, with Mines and Justice, being inatten-dance

—
and wemade the most of our opportunities. By the aid of

never failing rumour, we arranged Cabinet meetings by tne dozen,
in which we disposed of policies by the score. We did a great dealof most interesting work, and we wound up by issuing anew loan.Now,Idon't say that we were at all wrong in all this. Ionly say
that all that has transpired is that Ministers havecompleted arrange-ments to take over the Rakaia Railway, and arranged tosupport theprospectingparty atBigBay. What ihatspeculationisyouwill seefrom
the following, whichIclip from theLyttelton Times:— "A.ProspectingFarty.-Anumber of enterprising peoplein Christchurch andDuneainhave, we understand, made airangements for prospecting some
country lying inland from one of ihe bays of the West Coast— Big
Bay,near Cr.«=cade Point— whichis close to Jackson's Bay, of not toohappy memory,and lies to the southward of it. A portion of the
party is, wehear, already at the bay inquestion, and therest are to
startforthwith. The enterprisehas grownout of a ratber romantic
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Thursday.

The Bishop of Wellington and Father Sauzeaa returnedfromSydney yesterday morning.
In connection with the indiscriminate killing of seals onourcoast, theHon. Mr.Ballancenow proposes to deal with the matterby leasing lands along the coast-lines to responsiblepersons, and tomake the months of October to May inclusive close season for seals.Draft regulations in connection with seal-fishing are now beingdrawn up, and will be submitted toexperts for their opinion.Prince Alexander,of Bulgaria, declares it would be needless to

appoint a commission in settlement of the Bulgarian difficulty, anddeclares that he is quite ready tocomply with thedemands of the
Turkish Commissioner, providedthat the latter country insists on the
evacuationof Widden by Servia.
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