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THE MARCH OF THE NATION,

(The Nation, October 17.)

Ar the invitation of the Very Rev. Dr, Kavanagh, P.P,, Mr, Parnell
met the Archbishop of Dublin and the Archbishop of Cashel in
Eildare on Bunday. In the course of the day & large public demon-
stration was held in the town, at which Mr. Parnell attanded and
l_poke. The following is & full report of what he said on the occa-
sion (—

People of Kildare,—It is just four years ago to-day that I had
an engagement £o visit a neighbouring town in this county, where a
wery different scene was subsequently enacted to that which I now
see before me,  Just four years ago to-day, as I was commencing my
journey from Dublin to Naas, I was arrested and taken to EKilmain-.
h‘am gaol (continued groamning), and at Naas, where the representa.
tives of the people had assembled constitutivnally in convention, and
where 1 was to bave gone, the representatives of a brutal and
unconstitutional power had lined the atreeta with soldiers to obstruct
and prevent the free expression of the people's will (cheers). These
four years have made a great change, and I think the picturea pre-
sented by that scene at Naas and by the scepe to-day illustrate well
the difference (hear, hear), Where are the soldiers and where are
the police! (Loud cheers, and cries of “ Not one,”) Where is all
the rest of the infamous panoply by which British misrule in Ireland
seeks to preserve its power? All gone (chears), Anyhow they are
nowhere to be seen to-day (cheers, and & voice, ** We may thank you
for it ). But there are other lessons to be learned from the meeting
of to-day, I think the events of the past day or two in Kildare
present an unprecedented spectacle for the consideration of states.
men in regard to their doings in Ireland (hear, hear). For the first
time, I believe, in history it has fallen to the lot of a town in
Kildare to be honoured with the presence of two archbishops (cheers),
and two such archbishops (renewed cheers, and cries of “ Long may
they live”). The four able and patriotic members of the hierarchy
who are now your guests, the numerous array of the clergy of your
county whom I see around me, afford indubitable tokens that the
union of priests and people has been cemented {cheers), has been
cemented afresh in Kildare, never to be broken (cheers). I could
dwell for long upen the illustrious character, the illustrious position,
of the dignitaries who are now present in your town (hear, hear), I
could remind you of the 1hrill of joy with which the appointment
of his Grace of Dublin was received by Irishmen all the world over
{cheers). I could sllude to his great learning and to the profound
ability with which be has dealt with the political and religious ques-
tions of the day., I welcome him {loud cheers) as \ne of the
strongest supporters that Providenmce has ever vouchsafed to your
cause {cheers), I could remind you of the long services to Ireland,
undertaken in times of great risk and peril—and especially of grave
risk and peril to 8o high au ecclesiastic—by his Grace the great
Archbishop of the Bouth, the Archbishop of Cashel (chears). In
bim the Land League always had its strongest and most stalwart
defender (cheers). And when, after the suppression of the Land
League, we formed the Natiomal League to take np its work, and
more than its work (eries of * Bravo ). that great man was the first
to come forward and give his adhesion to the movement, to defend
its conatitutional character from its detractors, and to prove that the
people of Ireland, banded together in this great organisation, were
banded together peaceably and counstitutionally, and unot for the
purpose of crime, outrage, and disvespect of the law,

A Voice—Three cheers for Parnell, and success to Davitt
{cheers).

_ Mr. Parpell—These {our years have uchieved many thinge. ¥Yon
trinmphed over and broke down coercion {cheers). You havesnaffled
landlordism (cheers). We will put the eurb in their mouths by-and-
by (cheers). The labourcrs, in the labourers enactment, have received
the first earnest of the intention of the legislature, t7 recognise some
portion of their birthright in the soil.

A Voice—It is time,

Mr. Parnell—Your Parliamentary representatives have turned
what had been before our time a mockery and a dishonest delusion
into a reality, and by zood and honest servicea they have attracted
to themselvea the confidence, the sympathy, and the respect of every
Irishman from the highest to the lowest—from the atchbishop to the
humblest peasaunt in his cabin (cheers). I am entitled to say, then,
that pever within the aume stiott period has auy nation, by conatitu-
tional action only-—by peaceable means—wmade such enormous and
gigantic strides (cheers), You have achieved as much in that time
a8 many other nations have only gained after along and bloodthirsty
struggle, But it is rather concerning the future that I have come to
speak to you to-day (cheers.) The great and all absorbing topic in
Ireland, agricultural country as she is, and depending on the soil for
ber very existence, ia the land question, The land question is at the
root of all other guestions (hear, hear), The land is the only depen-
dence of the pevple. And what is the present position of the land
question ! In my judgment the landlords are sranding on the brink
of a precipice, and they are doing their best to get themselves pushed
over it, They are engaged at present in their congenia. and accus-
tomed operation of eadeavouring to draw bloed out of a stone
(laughter and groans). Thelaod during the last year or two has not
earned aoy rent. I doubt very much whether during the last year
it bas earned anything at all. It certainly has not earned the judi-
cial rents, Bo far as we can see, the Irish landlords are about to
enter into a conspiracy to extract the present rents ont of the tenants
whether they can pay them or not., We saw the other day that the
Cork landlords had met and come to a resolution that they regarded
the judicial rents ap the rents which they were going to exact
if they could, Weil, I do not regard judieial rents as
being any more sacred than any other rent (cheers)—
We never compromised our position by aceepting either the
Land Actof 1881 (cheers) or the judicial rents (cheers); and we are
in thia position, that we are able to zay that nobody can point to any
word of onrs which gave away the right of the Irish people to turn
apon the judicial rents if these reats proved to be such that they

were unable to pay them in the future, That is one portion of the
landlord conepiracy to exact rents which have sot been made ; and
there is another conspiracy, or rather another portion of the same com-
spiracy—they are nsing the Land Purchase Act in many cases through
the country to intimidate their tenants who are in arrear to buy their
farms at 8 price which it will be impcesible for them to maintain
hereafter-~that is to say, they are endeavouring to make & dishoneat
bargain with the tenants to give them (the landiords) more than the
land is worth, in order that they may get out of their position and
substitute the State and the English taxpayer ss the landlord, and
leave the new landlord to bear the loss which otherwise should fall
to the lot of the old one. Isaid a while ago that the landlords
were standing at the brink of the precipice. There caz be no shadow
of donbt that the Land Act will be amended in the very near Iutare,
either by an English or an Irish Parliament (cheers), so as fo bring
about a further reduction of the judicial rents of at least 30 or 40 per
cent (cheers). There can be no shadow of doubt sbout that. The
Hoglish Parliament would do it, let alone an Irish Parliament. The
new Democratic Parliament won't be at &1l so tender of the righta of
landlorda as the last one was, even supposing the settloment of the
question is to be left to them—which Edon't think it will be (cheers).
And I don't suppose the new Democratic Parliament, elected by
household euffraze in England, will continue to go on paying twelve
thousand policeman—Irish policemen, For what? Not to preserve
the peace, not to arrest stray donkeys that may be tresspassing on
the roadside (langhter), not even to bring an odd young man who
may have taken perhaps a sup too much after a fsir—not even to
bring an odd young mao to the barracks. No. They are paying all
these men for the purpose of extracting rackrents for Irish landlords.
But it is not that alone. They have to keep thirty thousand soldiers
in the country as well, and at the time of the Land League they bad
to keep forty thousand {cheers). So that, practically speaking, you
have an expenditure of five or six millions of pouuds sterling a year
nearly all of it paid by Eaglish taxpayers, and all for the purpose of
screwing rackrents out of the Irish tepants. I am very sure ihat
that sort of thing will not be allowed to go oo, Would not it be a
very wise thing for the Irish landlords to recognise the situation im
time—to see that if they don’t be reasonable they will be chucked
overboard altogetber { (Cheers,) The best advice that I could give to
them wounld be this, I wonld say to them—Use this Irish Land
Purchase Actthat has been passed in a just and equitable spirit towards
your tenants, Sell to thera as far ag the six millions of money will

go at a fair value, Don’t be standing out for a high price, because you
won't get it, and perhaps theday will come when you will get noth-

iog at all (laughter), Refrain from using this Act as au engine of
intimidation, Take it asit was offered to you, as we offered it to
you when we helped in its passage. Take it as a golden bridge te
escape from an uatenable position (hear, hear, and cheers), and be
thaokful to the tenants, I would say, on the other hand, that where
a fair offer in made to them by a landlord to sell there is nothing to
be got either for themselves or for the country by refusing or bolding

out againat it. We have had some definitions of what is or what
would be a fair price for the tenants to give, There have been
different opinions given 88 to the number of years’ pur-
chase which a tenant ought to give and which he ought
not to exceed, I should not Ilike, owing %o the very
varying circumstances affecting land in Ireland, to lay down amy
hard-and-fast rule as to the number of years’ purchase to be given
by a tenant at the present judicial rents, but T would say this to you,
that where an estate is for gale the tenants of that estate sbould meet
together and make up their minds what rent they can afford to pay
for the future from year to year—what rent they would be able to
pay their landlords if their present landlords continued i thie position
—what rent they would be able to pay while fulfilling their obliga-
tions to their family azd the community at iarge, and I would say
that in my judgment the judical rent very mwuch exceede-that rent.
When you have degided upon this you should deauct from that fair
rent the various charges—annunal charges—which the landlord has to

pay now, and which you will have to pay if you become your own land-
lord. For instance, you shonld deduct half the poor-rate ; you should

i deduct half the county cess 1o those cases where the landlord at

present allows half the county cess; you should deduct the income
tax, which the landlord now has to pay, and which yon would have
to pay if you took hie place; you should deduct the tithe remt
charge ; you hould deduct the agents feer and costs of collechon
(laughter) ; you should deduct an allowsnce for bad debts, for
even Imsh landlords verv seldom in these years get the whole
of the rackrent; and you should further deduct ar allowance
for the additional tazation which will certainly in the near futire
be placed on the land for the purpose of developing the education of
the country (cheers). You should add these dedactions together
and deduct the total of that from the fair rent, and when you have
made these deductions you will arrive at the nett amount which
th= 1andlord is in habit of getting, and probably very much more
than the nett amonnt which he will be in the habit of getting if he
continnes to be a landlord, You will then be able to give him a
liberal number of years' purchase. I would give him a liberal
number of yeare' purchase on the nett amonat that he ja likely te
get. I wish to say a few words with regard to the position of the
present Government, The prescot Government are, at all events,
entitled to this consideration from you—that they have resolved
during the interval between the old Parliament and the new to rety
on the capacity for self-governmeut of the Irish people to restram
the minority amongst thew from the commlssion of offences against
the law, from crime or outrage of any deseription. They deliberatety
refrain from renewing the Coercion Act, and the fact that they have
taken up this position—I don't say that they could have done any-
thiong else (laughter)-~the fact that they have taken up this position
is being used a8 an engine against them—I consider mest meanly—
by the English Radical and Liberal party (cries of * Chamberlain "),
I think, men of Kildare, you saould bear that iz miod, and you
should resolve that, as far as in you lies, notbing that you do or
advise should be such as to make the present Governmeat regret the
position they have tsken (cheers), I +was pleased to see that



