
Mr.Parnell
—

These four years haveachievedmany things. You
triumphed over andbrokedowncoercion (cheers). You have snaffled
landlordism(cheers). We will put the curb in their mouths by-and-
by (cheers). The labourers,in the labourers enactment,havereceivedthe first earnestof the intention of the legislature, torecognise some
portion of their birthright in the soil.

A Voice— Itis time.
Mr. Parnell

—
Your Parliamentary representatives have turned

what had been before our time a mockery and a dishonest delusion
into areality, andby good and honest services they have attracted
to themselves the confidence, the sympathy, and the respect of every
Irishman from the highest to the lowest

—
from the archbishop to the

humblest peasant in his cabin (cheers). lam entitled tosay, then,
thatnever withinthe sameshort psriod has anynation, by constitu-
tional a-ction only

—
by peaceable means— made such enormous and

giganticstrides (cheers). Youhave achieved asmuch in that time
as many other nations have onlygained after along andbloodthirsty
struggle. Butitis rather concerning the future that Ihavecome to
speak to you to-day(cheers.) The great and all absorbing topic inIreland,agricultural country as she is, and depending on thesoil for
her"very existence,is the land question. The land question iB at the
root of all other questions (hear, hear). The land is the only depen-
denceof the people. And whati9the present position of the land
question I Inmy judgment tbe landlords are standingon the brink
ofa precipice, and theyaredoing their best toget themselves pushedover it. They are engagedat present in their congenial and accus-tomed operation of endeavouring to draw blood out of a stone
(laughterand groans). Thelandduring the last year or two has not
earnedany rent. Idoubt verymuch whether during the last year
ithas earned anything at all. Itcertainly has not earned the judi-
cial rents. So far as we can see, the Irish landlords are about to
enter into a conspiracy to extract the present rentsoutof the tenants
whether they can pay themor not. We saw the other day that the
Cork landlords had met andcome to a resolution that they*regarded
the judicial rents as the rents which they were going to exactif they could. Well, Ido not regard judicial rents as
being any more sacred than any other rent (cheers.)

—
We never compromised our position by accepting either the
Land Act of 1881 (cheers) or the judicial rents (cheers); and we are
in this position, that we areable to say thatnobody can point toany
word of onrs which gave away the right of the Irish people to turn
"upon the judicial rentsif these rents proved to be such that they

wereunable topay theminthe future. That is one portion of tht
landlordconspiracy to exactrents which have notbeen made;and
there is another conspiracy,or ratheranotherportionof thesamecon-
spiracy

—
they are using theLandPurchase Actinmany casesthrough

the country to intimidate their tenants who areinarrear tobuy thtir
farms at aprice which it will be impossible for them to maintain
hereafter

—
that is tosay,they areendeavouring tomake a dishonest

bargain with the tenantstogive them(thelandlords) more than the
landis worth, inorder that theymay get out of their position and
substitute the Stateand the English taxpayer as the landlord, and
leave thenew landlord to bear the loss whichotherwise should fall
to the lot of the old one. Isaid a while ago that the landlords
were standingat thebrinkof theprecipice. There can benoBhadow
of doubt that theLandAct will be amended in the verynear future,
eitherby anEnglish or anIrish Parliament (cheers), so as to bring
about afurther reduction of the judicial rentsof at least30 or 40per
cent (cheers). There can be no shadow of doubt about that. The
English Parliament would do it,let alone anIrish Parliament. The
new DemocraticParliament won'tbe atall so tender of the rights of
landlords as the last one was, evensupposing the settlement of the
questionis to be left to them

—
whichIdon't think itwillbe (cheers).

And Idon't suppose the new Democratic Parliament, elected by
household suffrage in England, will continue togo onpaying twelve
thousandpoliceman

—
Irishpolicemen. For what? Not to preserve

the peace, not toarrest stray donkeys that may be tresspassing on
the roadside(laughter), noteven to bring an odd young man who
may have takenperhaps a sup too much after a fair

—
not evento

bringan odd young man to the barracks. No. They are payingall
thesemen for thepurpose of extractingrackrents for Irish landlord*.
But itis not that alone. They haveto keep thirty thousand soldiers
in the country as well, and at the time of the Land League they had
to keep forty thousand(cheers). So that, practically speaking, you
have anexpenditureof fiveor six millions of poundssterling a year
nearlyall of itpaid by English taxpayers,and all for the purposeof
screwing rackrents out of the Irish tenants. Iam very sure that
that sort of thing will not be allowed to go od. Would not it be a
very wise thing for the Irisa landlords to recognise the situation i&
time

—
to see that if they don't be reasonable they will be chucked

overboardaltogether? (Cheers.) Thebest advice thatIcould give to
them would be this. Iwould say to them— Use this Irish Land
PurchaseActthathas beenpassedina just andequitablespirittowards
your tenants. Sell to them as far as the six millions of money will
go at a fair value. Don't be standingout for ahigh price, becaueeyou
won'tget it, and perhaps the day will come when youwill get noth-
ing atall (laughter). Refrain from using this Act as an engine of
intimidation. Take itas it was offered to you, as we offered it to
you when wehelped inits passage. Take it as a golden bridge t«
escapefrom an untenable position (hear, hear, and cheers), and be
thankful to the tenants. Iwouldsay,on the other hand, that where
a fair offer is made to themby a landlord to sell there is nothing to
be goteither for themselves or for thecountry byrefusing orholding
out against it. We have had some definitions of what is or what
would be a fair price for the tenants to give. There have been
different opinions given as to the number of years' pur-
chase which a tenant ought to give and which he ought
not to exceed. I should not like, owing to the very
varying circumstances affecting land in Ireland, to lay down any
hard-and-fast rule as to the number of years' purchase to be given
by a tenantat thepiesent judicial rents, butIwould say this to you,
that where an estateis for sale the tenantsof that estate shouldmeet
together andmake up their minds what rent they can afford topay
for the future fromyear to year

—
what rent they would be able to

pay theirlandlords if their presentlandlords continuedinthis position— what rent they would be able to pay while fulfilling their obliga-
tions to their family and the community at large, andIwould say
that in my judgment the judical rent very much exceede-tbatrent.
When you have decided upon this youshould deduct from that fair
rent the various charges

—
annualcharges

—
which the landlord has to

pay now,and whichyou willhave topay ifyoubecome yourown land-
lord. For instance,you shoulddeduct half thepoor-rate ;you should
deduct half the county cess in those cases where the landlord at
present allows half the county cess ;you should deduct the income
tax,which the laadlord now has to pay, and which you would have
to pay if you took his place;you should deduct the tithe rent
charge;you hould deduct the agent's fees and costs of collection
(laughter); you should deduct an allowance for bad debts, fc-r
even Irish landlords very seldom in these years get the whole
of the rackrent;and you should further deduct an allowance
for the additional taxation which will certainly in the near future
be placedon the land for the purpose of developing the education of
the country (cheers). You should add these deductions together
and deduct the total of that from the fair rent, and when youhave
made these deductions youwill arrive at the nett amount which
th3landlord is in habit of gettiug, and probably very much more
than thenett amonnt which he will be in the habit of getting if he
continnes to be a landlord. You will then be able to give him a
liberal number of years' purchase. Iwould give him a liberal
number of years' purchaseon the nett amount that be is likely to
get. Iwish to say a few words with regard to the positionof the
present Government. The present Government are, at all events,
entitled to this consideration from you

—
that they have resolved

during the interval between the old Parliament and thenew to rely
on the capacity for self-government of the Irish people to restrain
the minority amongst them from thecommissionof offences against
the law, from crime or outrage ofany description. Theydeliberately
refrain from renewing the Coercion Act, and the fact that they have
takenup this position

—
Idon't say that they could have done any-

thing else (laughter)—the fact that they have taken up this position
is being use:! as anengine against them

—
Iconsider most meanly

—
by theEnglish Radical andLiberal party (cries of

"
Chamberlain ").

Ithink, men of Kildare, you should bear that in mind, and you
should resolve that, as far as in you lies, nothing thatyoudo or
advise shouldbe such as tomake thepresent Government regret the
position they have taken (cheers). I waa pleased to see that
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At the invitationof th« Very Rev.Dr.Kavanagh,P.P., Mr. Parnell
met the Archbishop of Dublin and the Archbishop of Cashel in
Kildareon Sunday. In the course of the day a largepublic demon-
stration was held in the town, at which Mr. Parnell attended andspoke. The following is a full report of whathe said on theocca-sion :—:

—
People of Kildare,— lt is just four years ago to-day that Ihad

an engagementto visit aneighbouring town in thiscounty, wherea
Tery differentscene wassubsequently enacted to that whichInow
Mebeforeme. Just four yearsago to-day, asIwas commencing myjourney from Dublin to Naas,Iwas arrested and taken to Kilmain-ham gaol (continued groaning),and at Naas, where the representa-
tives of thepeoplehadassembled constitutionally inconvention,and
where Iwas to have gone, the representativesof a brutal andunconstitutional power hadlined the streets with soldiers toobstruct
andprevent the free expressionof the people's will (cheere). These
four years havemade a great change,andIthink the pictures pre-
sentedby thatsceneatNaas andby the scene to-day illustrate well
the difference (hear, hear). Where are the soldiers and where arethepolice? (Loud cheers, and cries of "Not one.") Where is alltherest of the infamous panoply by which BritishmisruleinIreland
seeks to preserve its power ? All gone (cheers). Anyhow they arenowhere to be seen to-day (cheers,and a voice,"We may thank you
for it"). But there areother lessons to be learnedfrom the meeting
of to-day. Ithink the events of the past day or two in Kildare
present an unprecedented spectacle for theconsiderationof states-meninregard to their doings in Ireland (hear, hear). For the firsttime,Ibelieve, in history it has fallen to the lot of a town inKildare tobe honoured with thepresenceof twoarchbishops(cheers),
and twosuch archbishops (renewed cheers,andcries of "Long may
they live"). The four able and patriotic members of the hierarchy
who arenow your guests, the numerous arrayof the clergy of your
county whomIsee around me, afford indubitable tokens that the
union of priests and people has been cemented (cheers),has been
cemented afresh inKildare, never to be broken (cheers). Icould
dwell for longuponthe illustrious character, the illustrious position,
of the dignitaries who arenowpresent in your town(hear, hear). I
could remind youof the thrill of joy with which the appointment
of his Grace of Dublin was received by Irishmenall the world over
(cheers). Icouldallude tohis great learning and to the profound
ability with whichhe has dealt with the politicaland religious ques-
tions of the day. Iwelcome him (loud cheers) as une of the
strongest supporters that Providence has ever vouchsafed to your
cause (cheers). Icould remind youof the long services to Ireland,
undertakenin times of great risk and peril

—
and especially of grave

risk and peril to so high auecclesiastic
—

by his Grace the greatArchbishopof the South, the Archbishop of Cashel (cheers). In
him the Land League always had its strongest and most stalwart
defender (cheers). And when, after the suppression of the Land
League, we formed the National League to take upits work, and
more than its work (cries of

"
Bravo"). that great man was the first

tocomeforwardand givehis adhesion to the movement, to defend
itsconstitutional character from its detractors, and to prove that the
peopleof Ireland, banded together in this great organisation, werebanded together peaceably and constitutionally, and not for the
purposeof crime, outrage,anddisrespect of the law.

A Voice
—

Three cheers for Parnell, and success to Davitt
(cheers).
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