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Aetos of the Glech,

FRIDAY,

Ix mining (says the Cromwell Argus), as in other thisgs, distance
lends enchantment to the view, and the fact of two or three parties
who did well at Oriffel Jast season going to Denedin, and very likely
making the mast of their goud luck, created a furore, a8 if the whole
range was so Eldorado, and many made their way there who bad
never worked at mining in their lives, and became utterly disgusted
that they conld not at ence drop on a good claim. Ag far an we can
ascartain from all sourceas, the fact is the most of the claims taken up
last semson are kpown to be good, A number of ¢laima bave been
taken up in the vicinity and becn progpected with mare or less suc-
@es, but undoubtedly the bert ground was taken upat firat. The top of
the Pisa rarge— mitles in extent—is, so far as this seascn is concerned,
a perfect ferra incognita.  As it is still covered with Buow, very hutle
prospecting can be done for at least s month yet. Oo the low.r alope
of the range, on tae Midran, several claims are working, but we do
not hear of aoything better than good wages. The great waut un-
doubtedly is water, which ie difficalt to bring oo to the ground. One
party bas ohtained aright for the head of water of the Rearing Meg,
and will commence cutting the race asacon ae the snow gets off ; but
ag it is about 17 miles in length, and the working season very short,
it will be rome time before it can be got in. There are ofher Ap-
plications from the eame source, bot it 18 very donbtful if any but the
very bead water will be high enongh to command the ground,

There does nnt appear to be much foundation for the rumours
which bave been recently circulated, to the effect that Mr, H., A, Beott
has made arrangements in London for the construction of the West
Coast and Nels.n railways, It appears, however, that certain avgo-
tiations on the wihjsct are pending, though no definite information
has yet been received as to the provability of success, It is said
that some of thuse who held back until the matter was on the point
of being withdrawn have now made overtures to the delegates, and
that consequentiy nogotiations are peuding for ap arrangemeut
under the terms of the contract between the guarantors and the
Government, Messie. Fell and Bolanders, two gentlemen of long
experience in London, the brothers of the Nelson delezates, are now
aggociated with Mr, Scott in the matter,

King Milau of tervia has addressed a diplomatic note to the
European Powers, in which he states that ke is anxious to upheid the
integrity of the Treaty of Berlin, and he bas no inteotion of break.
ing the peace

The news of the reported revolution in Mandalay, and the death
of King Theebaw is not confirmed, and the rumonr is believed to be
devoid of truth,

News is to band of a severs storm on the coast of Labrador,
which bas wrecked 80 fishing  buats The loss of life was VETY great,
no jess than 80 men being knowa to have been drowned,

SATURDAY,

The Lizuna armived at Melbourne yesterday evening from
Tondon, His Eminence Cardinal Moran is & passenger for Sydoey.

The Bouth Canterbury RBefrigerating Works at Timara were
formally opened yesterda.. A large pumber of shareholders and
others were present.  Freezing operations commence at once. B,
Coxon, Haelam's representative, at the opeuing, referred to the
COITeSpen eros goiny au o the Chriatchurch papers, and said it wad
«aite a mistake, for prople. instead of writing to the papers, should
put themselve- 1 comwunication with Mr. Haslam, who would tal}
them the truth about the matter, and give them a satisfactory
explanation, It was only fait that the writers should do this, 9o as
to give Mr. Haslam a chance of answeriog the accusations made
against him,

An extrasrdinary case cume befora the Sapreme Coort yesterday.
Mrs. Waleot brought a ruit fur judiciat separation,and praying for the
custody of ber two children, sgainst Colonel Walcot, The regpondent
had failed tu aopear 10 tho sutt, but was in court attired in the
uniform of & Bulvation soldrer, and had put o placards with ptiot.d
texts, fixing them on Wi breast and back, and sawd : My wife,
judge, sud citta ns, [ ask forsiveness for a great sin.” He was
reproved by his Hooor, and asked to remove the placards, which he
did, The «widsnce, which was very lengthy, was then proceeded
with., ‘Ihegspondent, who retired from the Indiag service with the
rank of colune! was shown to be most eccentric, and virtually the
only question for the Court was as to the custody of the Foungesat
child, 8 lad of 12, who coold scarcely read, though very intelligent,
Mrs, Walcot wince her martiage has joined the Rowan Catholic
Chureh, avd tbouwh she was willing to have her boy brought up as a
Protestant devired 10 take im te England. His Honor was ready to
make the decree for separation, but took time to consider the order as
10 the custody of the boy,

The Baiatonga embassy left Auckland last night by the Janet
Nicoll, whicn faken the largest cargo yet taken o the Islanda, Mr,
Ballance bad an intervivw with the Queen. He proposed 10 arrange
reciproeity duties 1n order to foater closer comrmercial relations
between the Colony and Raratonga, and the establishment of a quasi
protectorate by New Zealand to prevent foreign powers intervening,
the Natives o have full costrol of ioternal affairs, The Queen will
refer the proposals 1o the Native chiefs for consideration and send a
deputy to the Goverument., Bir George Grey also interviewed the
Embasgy, and told therm whenever they needed help or a friend to
vrrite him, and be woud stand by them.

An inquiry 18 to be held as to the sanity of
who now live under sentence of death,

4n att-mpt, fortunately unsuccessful, was made to shoot M.
Freycinet, the Fronch Muidster, on Thursday., A& man fired & shot &t
him, but was arrested by the bystanders and placed in the castody of
the police befora he conld fire another shot. The prisoner is a Corsican,
He admits Bering premeditated the altempt huat hag nat stated his
reasons fur the crime,

the insurgeat Riel,

MoNDAY,

A great sensation was caused when the Wairaraps steamed into
Paverts Bay about 6 yesterday morning, and dense volumes of smoke
were saen issuing from about a third of the length of the vessal
amidships, The steamer came unueuslly cloge to shore, and sounding
signals of distress with her whistie, Immediately the anchor was
dropped, the ship’s boats were lowered and a crowd of passengers
wore seen getting into them. The steam tender Muko went off
immediately, and assisted in getting out the pa-sengers, and all were
goon laaded on the beach in safety, wmany, however, with only very
scanty clothing, some with ooly bedclothes wrapt around them.
There were about 100 passengers for here, Auckland, aud Sydney,
and un arrival on shore they were taken in 'hisses and caba to varions
hotels. Boats went off from shore 10 the vessel, which was about half
4 mile distant. Smoke contineed to belch owt 1n dense volumes. Om
arrival oa buard, it was found all hands were straining every nerve
to subdue the fire. The fire-engine was working at ia hardest, and
buckets were being nsed over the side. The Wairarapa left Napier
at 9.30 on 8aturday night, and came along under easy steam as usual,
to.urrive at Gisborne by daylight. The night was beautifuily calm
and fine, About 4 yesterday morning, just at daylight, when a few
miws South ot Necks Head, the alarm of fire was rmsed. All the
passengers were awakened with the otmost expedition. Some of
the cabiua were already filled with smoke, and several passengers
were nearly suffocated before tlhey could escaps, All hurried on
deck thiongh the smoke and flames, taking what clothes and effests
they could eaich ; all remaiving on deck till armvalin the bay.
Meanwhile all the crew bad turned to their ailotted stations, uader
Captain Chatfield and Chief-officer Andersin, to combat the fire,
which 1t was found had originated iu the huen eloset. Frum there it
#pread aluug'to the ladies’ cabin, The fire had a pretty good hold when
dwscovered, and despite the utnost effuits to subdue it, 1t travelled
aft, and apread the whole widta of the ship. It worked through
ioro the bold and to the upper deck ; ity the kitchen and rooms
adjacent, and up through the veniilators, The plates on both sides
of the vessel got red bot, and pait dropped off,  The ir m v.ntilators
als0 gotied hot. A number ot fire extingms.ers aud nsnd grenades
were taken off from the shore to ms<ist. The figbtivg with the fire
wag kept up with unabated enersy until s qusiter to 9, when the
chief officer reported 1t had been got un.der, and that there was no
fear of the joss of the ship, On iwspection after the fire was got
uander, it wae found that whe whole centre of the ship, for about one-
fourth of her engrh, was completeiy gutted, all tue woodwork and
fittings buing destroyed. Toe exient of the damage to her cargo is
Dot yet ade-riained, but it 18 known to he very cousiderable, both by
fire nnil water, A large guactity of water was poured 1o and 1%
lowered the vessel two feet and gave ber a great Lt to one side, A
large cargois on board, including a great guantity taken from the
Tvaic at Weilington, 1t is not known what caused the fire, but the
muet plansible suggestion seems to be that some vne must have gone
inty the Linen-rovm in the evening wuh a match and dropped it,
and that te hnen smouldered some b .urs before the tire hroke out.
Uaptain Cha field states that the men all worked splomdidly, and
puasdengers say great order and good discipline was shuwn, There was
oot muck excitement or fear shown by the passengers, the shore
beiny so uear and it bemng dayhight. S.me laties, however, were
greatly alarmed for a time. Jome pissengers lost De.rly all their
effucis Lt 19 reporied several were tnjured by the heat. [t is com-
puted it will cost at least £5000 to refit tne vessel,

The ricent gold discovery at tue nertbern end of the Longwaod
range, near Merrivale, stll con inges (says the Liverton Ster) to
attract considerable attention. There are some 30 men on the ground
praspecting, and from tests already made 1t would app-ar that the
run of gold cxlends over a consid rabie extent ot conniry, Wating
on th: subject the O autan coriespoudent ot thac journal says :—The
manager at Merrivale hae aet men ou 1o cnt a track inte the supposed
guldfield, A great many have gone vut t) prospect. 1 think there
1+ no doubt as to the genuineness of the field, av everyone who has
been there has brought good prospecis down. I have scen another
quantity of gold thar was got from a coupl of shovelsiul of dirt, and
If tuere 15 much of the same kind of wash the ficld must be a success.
I brar that a reef has been struck, but a3 we all know that quartz
abounds 1o the Loogwood, that discovery dues not go for much.
Helinble reports just to hand eay 1b:t thuse on the ground are sare of
gon ! wages, 1f not more. The moking at present 18 shallow, but
they intena driving.

The Nuoedin Cavalry sports held at Tahuna Park on Saturday
proved highly successful. The weath-r was fiue and 4 large coneonrse
of npectators were present.  The Daily Times describes the contest 1n
the “Tug of war " as follows :—I'his proved one of the most intersst-
1ng ¢ mbdetitions of the day., Toe first two teams o mest were the
Irich Rofies and the B Battery of Arullery, and # most obstinate
coutest ensued in which the Irisbhmen had for some miantes the worst
of 1t,  They stuck to the work, however, and to geaeral surpriae lasied
better than their opponents, and finishe | by pul.ang thew clean across
the line. The Dunedia Cavairy then met the Peminsula Navals, and
another prolonged tussle took pluce in which the Hu-sars, a fine body
of men tu good trim, had to work bard to a-sert their supenority.
The Iri-h Rifloe then pulled the Engincers aver without vury much
ditficu.ty, and then came the final tugdle between the Irishman and
the Husgars, the former labouring under the disadvantage of having
conteared twice to the other team's onge. Tbhe decision was in doubt
for some moments, but the cavulrymen finally prevailed.

The Buluanans have established s blockade on their western
frontir and threatened to shoot any Bervians funnd crossing into
Bulgarian territory. Kiog Milan of Ssrvia has issued 1nstructions
to the troopy to retaliate should violence be offvred them. In con-
sequence vt the threatening a-pect of affairs, & numb.r of Bervians
are legving the town of Widdir and taking refage in Bervian
territnry

Sir Henry Wolil has been received by his Highness the Khedive,
who assured him that he would warmly support such measures as
raight be concerted between Bogland and the Sultao for the better
reguiation of Egyptian affare, - -



