
Friday.
Inmining(says the Cromwell Argiu),as in other things, distancelends enchantment to the view, and the fact of two or three partieawhodid well at Oriffel last season going to Dunedin, and very likelymaking the most of their good luck, created &furore, asif the wholerange was an Eldorado,and many made their way there who hadneverworked at mining in their lives,and became utterly disgustedthat they could not at oncedrop on a good claim. As far as we canascertain from all sources, tbe fact is the most of the claims taken uplaat season are known to be good. A number of claims have beentaken upin tbe vicinity and been prospected withmoreor less suc-cess, butundoubtedly thebe* t ground was taken npat first. The top ofthePisa range-miles in extent— is, so far as this season isconcernedaperfect terraincognita. As itisstill covered withsnow, verylittleprospectingcan be done for at least a month yet. On the lowtr slopeof the rauge, on tae Midran, several claims 'are working, but we donot hear of anything better than good wages. The great waut un-doubtedly is water, whichis difficult tobring on to the ground. Oneparty has obtained aright for the head of water of theRoaringMegand will commence cutting the race assoonas the snowgets off " butaait isabout 17miles in length, and the workingseason very short,it will be some time before it can be got in. There are other ap-plications from the same sourer,butit is very doubtful if any but tbevery bead water will be high enongh tocommand the ground.There does n<->t appear to be much foundation for the rumourswhich have been lecently circulated,to the effect that Mr. H.A. Bcotthas made arrangements in London for tbe construction of the WestCoast and Nelson railways. It appears,however, that certain nego-tiations on tbe (subject are pending, though no definite informationhas yet been received as to the probability of success. It is saidthat someof those who heldback until tbe matter wason the pointof being witb.dra.wnhave now made overtures to the delegates, andthat consequently negotiations are pending for an arrangementunder the terms of the contract between the guarantors and theGovernment, ilessts. Fell and Sclanders, two gentlemen of longexperiencein London, the brothers of the Nelson delegates are now
associated with Mr.Scott in thematter.

King Milau of t-ervia has addressed a diplomatic note to theEuropean Powers, in whichhe states that he is auxioue touphold theintegrity of the Treaty of Berlin, and he has no intention of break-ing the peace
The news of the reported revolution in Mandalay,and the deathof King Theebaw is not confirmed, and the rumour is believed tobedevoid of lruth.
News is to hand of a severe stormon the coast of Labradorwhich has wrecked 80 fishing boats The loss of life wasverygreat'

no less than 80 menbeing known to have been drowned.
'

Saturday.
The Lieuna arrived at Melbourne yesterday evening from

London. His Eminence Cardinal Moranis a passenger for Sydney.The Bouth Canterbury Refrigerating Works at Timaru we'reformally opened jestenlav. A large number of shareholders andothers were present. Freezing operations commence at once. Sir.Coxon, Ha&lam's representative, at tbe opening, referred to thecorrespon erce going ou in the Christcburch papers, andsaid it wasquite a mistake, for people, instead of writing to thepapers, shouldput themselv.'-, m communication with Mr. Haslatn. who would tellthem the truth about the matter, and give them a satisfactory
explanation. It was onh fail that tbe writers shoulddo this, ao as
to give Mr. Haslani a chance of answering the accusations madeagainst him.

Anextraordinary ra^ecame before tbe Supieme Court yesterday.
Sirs. Walcot brought a buit for judicialseparation.andpraying for thecustody of her two children, against Colouel Walcot. The respondenthad failed to aepnar m the suit, but was in court attired in theuniform of a Salvation soldier, and had put on placards with printedtexts, fixing them on his bieast and back, and eaid: 'My wife,judge, and citu- ns, I ask forgiveness for a great sin." He was
reproved b\ )>ihHonor, and asked to remove theplacards, which hedid. Tbe < vii-oce, which was very lengthy, was then proceededwith. 'Ihe lespondent. who retired from the" Indianservice with tberank of colonel was shown to be most eccentric, and virtually theonly question for the Court wag as to the custody of tbe youngestchild, a lad of 12, who could scarcely read, though very intelligent.Mrs. Walcot hince her marriage haa joined the Roman CatholicChurch, and though she was willing tohave herboy broughtup as aProtestant debired to take him to England. His Honor wasready tomake tbe decree for Reparation, but took time toconsider the order asto the custody of the boy.

The Raiatonga embassy left Auckland last nightby the JanetNicoll, which takes the largest cargo yet taken to the Islands. Mr.Ballance had an interview with the Queen. He proposed to arrangereciprocity duties in order to foster closer commercial relationsbetween tbe Colony aud Raratonga, and the establishment of a quasi
protectorate by New Zealand to prevent foreign powers intervening,
the Natives to have full coutrol of internal affairs. The Queen willrefer the proposals to the Nativechiefs for consideration andsend a
deputy to the Government. Sir George Grey also interviewed the
Embassy, and told them whenever they needed help or a friend towritehim,and he wouid standby them.

Aninquiry is to be held as to the sanity of the insurgent Riel,
who now lies under sentence of death.

An attempt, fortunately unsuccessful, was made to shoot M.Freycinet, theFr-ncb Minister, on Thursday. A man fired a shot athim, but was arrested by thabystanders andplaced in the custody ofthepolice before he could fire another ahot. The prisonerisa Corsican.lie admita hi»inir premwlitAh'd tbe »tt*-mpt j hut rifti not trated bisreasonsfor the crime.
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Monday.
A great sensation wascaused wben the Wairarapa steamediatoPoverty Bay about6 yesterday m<>rning, and dense volumes ofsmokewere seen issuing from about a third of the length of tne vesselamidships. The steamer came unusually close to shore, and soundingsignals of distress with her whistle. Immediately the anchor wasdropped,the ship's boats were lowered and a crowd of passengerswere seen getting into them. The steam tender Moko went offimmediately,and assisted in getting out the passengers,and all weresoon landed on the beach in safety, many,however, withonly veryscanty clothing, some with oulj bedclothes wrapt around them.There wereabout100 passengers for here, Auckland, and Sydnef\ and onarrivalonshore they were taken in 'bussesandcabs to varioushotels. Boats wentoff from shore tothe vessel, which wasabout half

amile distant. Smoke continued tobelch o»t in dense volumes. Onarrival on board, it was found allhands were straining every nervetosubdue tbe fire. The fire-engine was workingat its hardest, andbuckets were being used over the side. The Wairarapaleft Napier
at 9.30on Saturday night, ami camealong under easy steamasusual,toarriveat Gisborne by daylight. The night was beautifully calmand fine. About 4 yesterday morning, just at daylight, when a few
miies Southot Necks Head,the alarm of fire was raised. All thepassengers were awakened with tbe utmost expedition. Some ofthe cabius were already filled with smoke, and several passengerswere nearly suffocated before tbey could escape. All hurried ondeck thiough the smoke and flames, taking what clothes and effects
they could catch;all remaiuing ou deck till arrival in the bey.Meanwbile all the crew had turned to their allottedstations, under
Captain Chatfield and Chief-officer Anders jn, to combat the fire,
which it wa-s found had originatedin the livencloset. From thereitspread ahmg^to theladies' cabin. Thefire had a pretty goodhold whendiscovered, and despite the ut nost effoits to subdue it,it travelledaft, and spread the whole width of the ship. It worked through
into the hold and to the upper deck ;into the kitchen and rooms
adjacent, and up through the ventilators. Ihe plates on both sidesof the vessel got red hot, and pait droppedoff. The ir >n ventilators
al.-o got idhot. A number ot fire extinguishesaud tiand grenades
were takenoff from the shore to assist. The figbtiug with the fire
was k^pt up with unabated energy until a quaiter to 9, when the
chief officer reported it had beeu got uuder, acid that there was no
fear of tbe loss of the ship. On inspection after the fire was gotunder,it was found that ihe whole centre of the ahip, for about one-
fourth of her eng'h, wascompletely gutted, all tUa woodwork andfittings being destroyed. Toe extentof the damage toher cargo is
not yet adc-r;amed,but it is known to be very considerable,bothby
fkv nml water. A large quantity of water was poured in and itlowered the vessel two feetan'i gave her a great hat to one side. A
large caigo is on board, including a gnat quantity taken from thelo.iic at Wellington. Itis not. known what caused the fire, but the
most plausible suggestion seems tobe that some one must have gone
into tbe linen-room in tbe evening wnh a match and dropped it,
aud t'iat tie linen smouldered some hmrs before tbe tire broke out.CapUin Ctia field states that the meu all worked splendidly, andpassengers Bay great order andgood discipline wasshown. Tbere was
n<>t much excitement or fear shown by the passengers, tbe shore
br-in^ so near and it being daylight. Sv.me ladies, however, weregieatly alarmed fora time. Some p isaengera lost ne-rly all their
effects It is reponedseveral were injured by the heat. It is com-
puted it will cost at least £0000 to refit tue vessel.

Tbe r'cent gold discovery at tne northern end of the Longwood
range, near Mernvale, still con inues (says the Kiverton Star) to
attract considerable attention. There are suune 30 men oq the ground
prospecting, and from tests already made it would app ar that the
run of gold extendsover a cona'.darable extent or coumry. Writing
on the subject the O autau cortespo.ident o! that journal says : Themanager at Mernvale hae set menou to cut a track into the supposedguklfieM. A great many have gone out t> prospect. Ithink there
ii nodoubt as to the genuineness of the field, as everyone who has
been there has brought good prospects down. Ihave seen another
quantity of gold that wasgot from a coupK- of shovelful of dirt, andif tneie is much of the samekind of wash the field mu.-t be a success.Ih-ar that a reef has been struck, but as we all know that quartz
abounds in the Longwood, that discovery does not sjo for much.Reliable reports just to handsay ih tt tbos,;on the ground aresure of
gol wag-s, if not more. Tbe siuking at present is shallow, but
they inteu'i driving.

The DuDedin Cavalry sports held at Tahuna Park on Saturday
proved highly successful. The weath-r wasfineand a largeconcourse
of hpecUtors were present. Toe Daily Tunes describes tbe contest in
the '■ Tug of war

"
as follows :— This provedone of the most interest-

ingc itnDetitions of the<iay. Tne first two teams io meet were tbe
Irish Kitlt'H and the B Battery of Artillery, and a moat obstinate
contest ensued in which the Irishmen had for somemiautes the worstofn. Tbey stuck to the work,however,and to fjeneral surprise lasted
better than their opponents, and fimshe 1by pul.iog them clean across
the line. The Dunedin Cavalry thenmet the Peninsula Navals, and
another prolonged tussle took placein which the Hu-sara,a fine body
of mm m good trim, had to work hard to a-sert their superiority.The Iri-h RinVs then pulled the Engineers ever without very much
difficu.ty,and then came the final tus-tle between the Irishman andtbe Hussars, the former labouring under the disadvantage of having
contested twice to the other team's once. Tbe decwion was indoubt
for somemoments, but the cavalrymen finally prevailed.

The Bulgarians have established a blockade on their western
fronturand threatened to shoot any Bervtans foaad crossing into
Bulgarian territory. King Milan of Servia has issued instructions
to the troops to retaliate should violence be, offered them. Incon-
sequeoce ot the threatening a-pect of affairs, a number of Serfians
are leaving the town of Widdin and taking refuge in Servian
territory

Sir Henry Wolff has beenreceived by his Highness theKhedive,
whoassured him that he would warmly support such measuresas
mightbe concerted between Bnglaod aud the Sultan for the betttr
regulationof Egyptian affair?. "
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