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Lord GeorgeHamilton, First Lordof the Admiralty,announcesthatitis intended during the next two years to construct nine iron-clads, having a combined tonnage of 80,000 tons.The French Government are in receipt of dispatches fromGeneral De Courcy, commanding the forces in Tonqnio, announcing

thathis troops have succeeded in capturing the Black flagstrong-
hold of Thau Mai, completely dispensing the enemy and occupyingthe position in force.

Inregard to the Roumeliandifficulty,King Milan, of Servia, has
intimated that he will be content with the restoration of the statusqvo ante. Skirmishes have taVen place along the front-er lino
between theServian and Bulgarian troops. Diplomatists anticipate
very little good will result from the conference of the Great Powers
on the Roumelianquestion.
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LordRandolphChurchill. Secretary of Stale for Iniia addressedapublic meeting atBirmingham on Saturday n-Vht. In the cours»of bis speech he state* that war between' England and Bnrmabwould probably result in the British annexation of that cju.i rv orat any ratem measuresof a somewhat similar character" .the
t,EmPer°r Francis Joseph received the delegations respect-ing theRoumehan question on Saturday. Inhis address to them hedwe t with emphasis upon>the triplealliance and on the unanimitydisplayedby the European powers in their desire to restore thestatwquo is the Balkan Peninsula. It is currently reported thatthe Servian forces have already invaded Bulgarian territory, andthat ahostile encounter isimirinent.

Tuesday.
Ata meetingof the committee of the East and West Coast andNelson Railway League, held at Christchurch yesterday, it wasresolved that the league recommend cooperationbetween the peopleof Canterbury, Westland,andNelson tosecure the construction of thelineby theGovernmentsimultaneously with theNorthern Trunk andOtago Central,andadvocate the extension of tbe membership of theleagueto allparts of the Colony, witha view of securing politicalsupport to those members who will advocate the completion of thetrunk railway system and the subsequent cessation of further borrow-ing for public worksuntil the whole railway system has become self-supporting.
Some prospectors on land beyond Kauria Point, near WadeAuckland have,it is said, discoveredpayable gold in the sandstoneit t,IBan,k of New Zealand 8 aßß *y of a parcel showed 3oz ofgoldand 2ozof silver per ton. Ithas been decided to forward 20loads tobe treated by La Monte's process. The projectors areconfident the ground will pay,as there aremillions of tons of sand-stone in the hills in front 500 feet high.
Gregan, one of the first Waneanui prospectors, has received atelegram from a Hauraki chief offering him permission to prospectluhua,and he has decidedto accept the invitation.The Bishop of Wellington has been requested to preach thesermonin connection with the opening of the Plenary Council, to beheld mSydney on the13th of nextmonth, uuder thepresidency ofCardinal Moran. J

News is tohand thai; Servian troops have occupied a Bulgariancustomhouse situated on the frontier between the twocountriesLord Randolph Churchill, in his speech at Birminghamcontended that a repetition of the New Guinea affair would causeAustralia to secede from the Mother Country. Lord Harringtondisputes the right of Australia to complain in the matter of New-Guinea,and also protests against the statement that war betweenEngland and Burmah will probably result in the annexation of theattercountry.
In the case of the boy Adams, supposed to havebeen shot at StKUda, near Dunedin, it transpiredat theinquest that his death hadbeen caused by a blow from an iron pin which another boy was

swingingat the end of a rcpe. A verdict of accidental death wasreturned.
Wednesday.

Mr.G. A. Sala, writingin reply toa letter signed "" Bohemian ''
which appearedin tbe Cb istchurch Ttlegmph, explainedhi3 actionin connection -with the Yorick Club. Melbourne, as follows "— "" Inthe first place,strictly speaking.Ihave Dover written to

'
one of theHome papers ' calling themembers of the Yonck Club Melbourne'a set of cads.' Iwrote a private note to Mr. Henry Labouchere'M.P., the editor and proprietor of Truth, in which Ialluded to themcomprebensively disgraceful conduct of certain 'cads' connectedwith the Yorick Club, Melbourne, in striving to injure me in mylecturing tour through the Colonies. Mr. Labouchere, by somestrange inadvertence, seems to have treated my private note as apublic communication, and Iam veryglad that nehas done so,since1have now the opportunity of vindicating my action \\i;h record tothe Yonck Club. The statement that 'towards the small hours

'
Isent the club a note saying thatIwas ill andcould not attend theirdinner, is simply a cowardly and calumnious falsehood. Beforeeleven in the morningof the day inquestionIwrote to the recretaryof the club to say that Iwas snffering from a severe atfack ofbronchitis, and would be unable to attend the dinner. Before V>o'clock the secretary had an interview with me in my room atMenzies' Hotel, and heard from me in person the expression of myregret that T was unable to come to dinner. Imay just add that formore than 15 yearsIhave been a periodical sufferer from bronchitisandspasmodic asthma. There is not the slightest need for me todwell in detail on the systematic calumny andmisrepresentationtowhich, ever since the period of the abortive dinner,Ihave beenexposed at the hands of certain 'cads' connected with the YorickClub, Melbourne.

'
Information from Burmah states that the war against tbeBurmese will be commenced on November 11, unless King Theebaumakes submission before that date and agrees to the ultimatum ofMr.Eernaid, the Commissionerof British Burmah.Twohundred and fifty Japanesearrived by steamer at CooktownJhey have been engaged towork on thesugar plantationsin NorthernQueenslandin lieu of Polynesian labourers, who are now unobtain-able.
The townof Sennaar, on the BlueNile, has been captured by therebels, against whom tbe Egyptian garrison haveheld the town for aconsiderable time past.
The reportedcrossing of a body of Servian troops into Bulgarianterritory is denied. The rumour is believed to be unfounded. TheattitudeofGreece isnow less warlike.

Thursday.
It is currently reported that a revolution has taken place inMandaUy,and the Burmese King (Theebaw) has been murdered byhis subjects The report, so far. lacks official confirmation,

October 25,1885.
The first official visit toSt. Patrick's Collegeby his Lordship Bishop
Redwood was made on Thursday last, the 22nd inst. The gateway
facing Cambridge Terrace was surmounted by an srch of evergreens,
under which was written in large letters

"
Welcome."

His Lordship arrived at the College about noon,and was greeted
with hearty cheers by theFathers and boys, who were drawn up on
each side of the avenue facing the building. His Lordshipdinedwith theFathers andafterwards inspectedthe Colleje expressinghim-
self surprisedand gratified with the, great change that had taken
place during his absence inEurope.

In the evening, the boys entertained his Lordship with a vocaland instrumental coucert, and advantage was taken by the Fathers
and pupils to present him with addresses from theFathers and the
boys of the College.

The followingare the addresses, the first of which was read by
Rev. Dr. Watters, S.M., Rector of the College, the other by Blaster
Clement O.Lee:

—
"

Address to tbe Bight. Rev.Francis Redwood, from the Rector and
Fathers of St. Patrick's College.

"May it please your Lordship,— We. -the Rector and Fathers
of St. Patrick's College,beg to cordially \seloorue your Ljrdship ou
this your first visit,and to lay before you. with the heartiest feelings
of joy at your ieturn, the expressionof [our veneration, our affection
and esteem. Knowing the deep andactive interest you have taken
in founding this College, we are all the moie delighted in laying
before you the results of our labours since we embarked on our
responsibleundertaking, andin askinga special blessing for ourselves
and our charge. At your bidding, ani by your direction, ably
secondedby the unitedaid of a zealousclergy, anda faithful,generous
people, this noblepile— the wonder and ornament of the Southern
Seas— has. as by the stroke of the enchanter's wand,sprung into exis-
ttnce, clearly foreshadowing for the youth of this Colony a great and
brilliantcareer. Small innumbers as in all beginnings, yet daily
receivingaccessions toour ranks— moltparnu,y>i q>-andis,— wehave
no misgivings asto our future, fot God defends the right. The fre^h
young bud of Sr. Patrick's College fast bursting into bloom, givesfair
and ample promise at no dis'ant date of golden ami lasting fruit.
Though so recent our beginning, thebusy !mm of active life quickens
our c.ass-1alls, mindmeet's mind inhealthy rivalry, discipline, pre-
siding over Mudy and relaxation, exerts leewayoverour stu lent^.
Invery truth the lofty ideal cl.iboi.itcl and toiled fur by yourLnds-hip,
a great Catholic College, wheie the twin sisters, religion and science,
are duly,enthroned woula seem nnfaitaccompli. We njuice, then,
and withreasor,a« the co-founder^ of St. Patrick's College, to meet
you hcieon your return fnun the landof our fa'hers~tbe cradle land
of sanctity ami science

—
to lei.dci anaccount <..f our feeble < ffoi:-. in

the re*-p"n>iblc work entiu&teJ 10 v«. and to present you. in the
p°rson of our pupils, the germs of a great and lasting influence that
none of us may meatsuie. We may be allowed to give expression to
our admiration of the untlinjhing stand your Lordship has consis-
tently made against tint godless sysiein of eo-c tiled educa-
tion which the highest auti.onty his pronounced ' intrinsically dan-
gerous to faith and mor.ils, and to our uud\ mg adhesion to these
principlesof true educition, of which your Lordship is the advocate.
May we not hope that} ouwll of teu iind leisure from amid themany
absorbing cares of yo ir office, to come amongst us to cheer our
student-, m their toils, to extend to ou> -elves yuur aid, light, and
guidance— outcome of your vast acquirements and vaiied experience—

that by your fatherly care, and under your fo-^tenng hand, the
institute we repre-eut may faithfully fulfil its high purpose, follow-
ing in thebrilliant wake of her elder sisters — those sanctuaries ot
learning which itis thepeculiar glory of the Catholic Church to have
planted in everyland. Itrem uns for us but to thank your Lordship
for shedding in these halls to-day the light of your presence— a
stimulus and a stay in ourlabours of lo\e— and to piay that you may
bespared id multo* anno*, to sway the di-tinics of this diocese, and
to extend to St. Patrick s College \our fathu ly pationage. the surest
omenof success,"Signed, on behalf of the Rector andFathers, by

'"F. J. Wath is-, S.M.. D.D.,
'«T. Devoy. ti.il.,
"N. T Carolan, S.M,"" W. D. GoGGAN, S.M.'" October 22, 2SS3.

'

"'
Address to theRight Rev.FjancisRedwood, from thestudents of

St. Patnck's Collcae.— Mv Lord,— With the liveliest ftehngs of glad-
ness and a deep censeof the honour you piy us, we. the students of
St. Patnck's ColKgc, welcome L<<rd«mp to the seeue of our
daily toil. Your presence here amongst us is arj event wehave all
looked forwaid to with hope and joy. Now that tbe happy hour has
come we hasten to lay before you, with deepest veneration for your
august character, the tribute ot our loyalty and love. To you we
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