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CLIFFORD LLOYD ON THE POLITICAL
NECESSITIES IN IRELAND,

—————

THE following is the Dublin Fyeeman's summarined version of the
paper contributed by Mr, Cliffoid Lloyd, R,M, tothe London Times :—
The time ia rapidly approaching when it will be Decessary to take
into serious consideration the present politieal situation in Ireland ;
and to come to some decision in devising means whereby the peace
and order to be secured in that conntry may give hope for a tran-
guillity more lasting than periodical Coercion Acts afford, and for a
prosperity, which with the maintenance of the law, can only be
secured by the co-operation and good will of the people. The Irish
of to-day are not the Irish of even five years Aago, and any attempt at
legialation or mt government that does Dot realise this fagt i certain
to produce much disappointment. If remedial Jegislation has failed to
realis’the hopes entertained, the cause is likely o be found in the
determination of the people to keep the conntry in an unsettled
condition until some seriovs effort is made to satisfy their political
agpirations, Throughout the length and breadth of Ireland a great
democratic wave of thought bas passed over the people, and it has
left results which are not only likely to be lasting, bat which muat
be fully and immediately reatised if any clear and just conception ia
to be arrived at concerning the solution of the important—I may say
vital—questions now ripening with referenceto the futnre of the Irish
people and the cortinued nily of the kinpdom. If the hastily-
created and rough-and-ready organieation of the Land League in {tn
earlier days was powerful in its grasp upon the people, the present
organisation of the Natioval League is infinitely more so. In every
town and almost evdty village in Irel .od a branch exists, Experience
has consolidated and familiarity with danger emboldened it
Originally the Laod League mssumed jurisdiction ouly in matters
relating to the soil, but the National League of to-day puts no limit
to ita sttributiona. It censnres the Viceroy one day aud a village
constable the next. It reviews the decisions of the hiphest courts,
dictates to the municipnl bodies, practically elects every represeatative
of the pe-ple, whether t the byards of guardians or to the Imperial
Parlinment, and its last display of assumed power was a direction to
the Irish people as to how they were to coduct themselves on the
accasion of the viat of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princesa
of Walesto the country. When three or foar milijons of pszople are
willing to snbmit thepelves $o the irresponsible dominion of such a
rule as this, placing themselves at the sams time in open defiance to
every copstituted aothority in the land—when, notwithstanding
diminished local trade, absence of peaceand lack of security, taxation
for extra police, blood moneys levied, and the score of funds to which
they are cabled upon to subseribe, they eontinue with the secrecy of
the ballat, to elect as 1heir Farliamentary representatives those who
are pledged to continue an agitation which has now been rending the
country for nearly five years, with the fall knowledge that the preseat
eonduct of aff1irs may very possibly end in a bloody revolution, it is
atleast time, in my opinion, to consider calmly and fully whether
there is any just grouud for the hitter complaints raised as to the
governwent of the country being throughout its machinery entirely
out of harmouy with the feelings and reasonable aspirations of 4 free
people, and, if 80, whether 1t is possible 10 introduce changes hkely 1o
lead to future uvity,concord, und prosperity, It is quite unnecessary
to touch upon the political problems that wauld spring inte exwstence
with an Irwh Republic. Though there may be in Ireland persons
wild encugh to dream of the possibility of an 1ndependent Ireland,
there are Low 1n Engisnd of any shade of political feeling who will
be found prepard to enter in'o the consideration even of such a
geperally recognised impoweibnlity., There is. huwever, another turm
of government suguested a5 a panac a for the suff Tings of the Imsh
people, and this 1» known by tle name of Home Rule, It has many
advocates in both England and Ireland, bot the Home Rule movement
hag always suffered from th- great disadvantage of never baving been
defined with any attempt at precision, To all it, at least, conveys
the idea of a Parliament sitting io Dablin, That is unquestivnably
the base of the proposi inn, and an accepted starting poiat 1n the
miad of every advocate of the Home Rule cause, however moderate
or extreme way b l.s pohitical opinions. Without a Parliament in
Dublin there coald be 1o Home Rule, and yet itis this very fact that
renders Heme Rule an abuglute impossidility. There may be Munster
Home Bule or Counaught Home Rule, bat there can never be Irigh
Hom« Rule so long as there it an Ulster peopled as at presemt, The
Northerners are erséntialiy characterised by their unqualified loyalty
to the Crows, unwavering resolution to lak their destiny with Great
Britain, by their self-relisnce, enerygy, prosoerity, and a deep-royted
intolerapnce or the teacning of the Romae Church. It is genelally
a imitted by those conversa it with the feeling of the north that the
Protestant artisans of Belfast and farmers of Down, Avtnim, Armagh,
and other loyal countiiea would under no circumstances sebmit to be
ruled from Dubhn by a Home Rule Qovernment and Parliament,
Home Rule would mea 1 civil war, and itis well that tuture legislators
should vuderstand this, But because an 1risk Parliament in Uollege-
green it considered the dream of a few imaginative and sanguine
Irishmen, is Aoy reason established for allowing the fire of revolution
to amoulder on from month to month asd year to year, only to be
blown into the blaze of 1ebellion by the first favourable gust of wind?
A young generatiou is growing up bred inthe very air of sedition apd
treason, which would not be possible bat for the want of foresight in
governing, the dissensious of party, and the unfortunate habit of
waiting for events in affsirs connected with lreland. It will be
indeed strange if the rising generation of Irishmen in the middle
and lower classes do not turn out to be rebels of the most approved
type. The teaching is sllone way, and it will be diffoult to be aught
oise, It will be found thur those who claim to gpeak with authority
agaign two great causes for the discontent still prevalent in Ireland,
notwithstanding the 1mmense concessions made to the people upon
the land question, The fiist is the exclugion of the people from any
share in tbe management of their own affairs. The second is the
xigtence in Dublin of & centralised Government alleged to ba out of

touch with the Imperial Parliament, with the British Cabinet, and
with the Irish people. Icannot too strongly put forward my matured
opinion, forme after years of residence and of official life in both the
north and the south, that a fierce and bloody contest would be the
result of institating & Parliament in Dablin,” But there is » mesns
of meetivg practically the just demands of the Irish people, which
would not only preserve the nity of the kingdom, but, when wounds
had time to heal, would give it a strength and reality hitherto an-
known by bringing peace and conteutment, and therefore secarity
and prodperity, to Ireland. 1 allude to the creation of elective county
boards, with power to administer the loeal funds and all matters
relating to the public works, the maylums, hospitals, Toads, poor-law
rates, etc, On this base there is room to build, There is hers
unlimited scope for the growth of politic life. Bhort of tha admini-
stration of justice, the preservation of order, and the imposition of
taxation, these being imperial attributes, every power of initiative
and of general local control shonld be eénferred upon such a body,
At the present moment, whether in town or country, the Irish of the
south and west are hostile critics of proceedings in which they have
much interest but play no part. Suck a field as I have indicated
would sopply subjects for consideration and discussion among them-
selves ; it would divert the thoughts ol the people out of a hitherto
endless vein of conspiracy aod sedition, and it wonld make the Irish
at leaat feel that they were the component part of a great political
system, and a living useful portion of a free people. These inslitu-
tons would create political life and provide a field for its rapid
expansion. I see mo reason why delegates from those connty
assemblics interested should not meet in committee, as required, to
discuss questiona relating to proposed railways, harbours, means of
navigation, and other matters in which more than one connty might
be interested, In consideriog how to inwgorate and popularise the
government of Ireland let us beware of accepting, as a foundation on
whick to work, the theories or the fancies of enthusiasts, Above all,
let us be practical. Let us not make an exception a8 regards
Ireland to the principles uponr which tha United Kingdom
in general i governed. Tkese consist in the administration
of the connlry at large by the great departments of Btate,
with one Iwperial National Parliament, to which all are
responsible and where laws are made, modified, and repealed
according to the requirem:nts of the community, Once we go out-
sude thess broad lines we know wot whither it may be led, County
government already exists, and what is proposed is only to make it
representative. Putting aside ali questiors of a per onal natare, let
ug consider whether maintaining the office of Lord Lieutenant in
Ireland provideaa form of executive suitable to the people and to the
day in which we live, I confess to the opinion that it does not,
The office of Lord Lieotenant in its Sovereign representation is an
indication of personal power no lunger existing, while as suggesting
the administration ia Ireland it is the emblem of a centralised
bureaucratic system condemned by experience in every country, even
under the most Imperial of Governments, An administration inte
the workings of which the public eye cannot penetrate, which owing
to surrounding circumstances is, to 8 great extent. free from Parlia-
mentary costrol, and that rarely feels the invigorating effect of the
introduction of new blood, has a natural tendency to deteriorate into
& atate of centralised stagnadon. Stagnetion in any form aad in
any country 18 always painful to witness, but to the intelligent
ohscrver stagnation, in whatever forw, 1n lreland presents an aspect
peeuliarly unhealthy, distressing to wilness. and seemingly hopeless.

It seems to me, however, that there is na rovm in Ireland for &
Viceroy under a constitutionnl Government. In Canada there is a
Viceroy representing the Sovereiga s a part of the local constitution.
ln India there is a Vieeroy 1epresenting the Bovereign ruling
the Hmpire. The Sovereign at the present day does not
rule Ireland perdonally, and there is no local constitution.
[n Iodia thers 18 a Viceruy representing the local constitation.
The position is an anowaly. Lhe Bovereiyn is bt supposed to dis-
play any leaning to this or to that party in the state, but in Ireland
tbe representative of the Crown 18 not only tha choseu representative
of the political party tu power, but is also, as a rule, one of its most
distingaished supporters 1n the Honse of Lords.

The people of Iruland say that they detested the late Govern-
ment, but are not dialoyal to the Crown. It 19 the privilege of a
loysl people to show their dissatisfaction with a Government or with
any particular Minister, vat in Ireland 1f this ia done the people are
sall te be dmloyal and to be insulting the 8overeign, The Vice-
royalty in Ireland seems also to perpetuate the 1dea of a separate
kingdom, inferior to that over whies the Sovereipu rules m person,
Now Ireland 1s part of one kingdom, aud it would be as unsound in
principle to have a Viceroy of Eoglaud as a Lord Lieatenant of Ire-
land, e it desirable to perpetuate an 1dea whick sinee the Union
bas been a fiction, which confounds the Bovereigp with polities, and
which straing the Constitution of the country to an extent alarmng
to every soher-minded person !

Presuming that such a form of county government as I have
described should come into operation and that the office oi Lord
Lientenant should be abolished, the question arises, who is to do the
wark uow performed by the Viceroy and in whal manner 18 the [m-
perial Goverument penerally to be carried on? The answer to this
is that my scheme does not seek to destroy, but to construct. The
Boverelgn it in boped, woald come in person, or by a Buyal representa-
tive, lo frequently perform these social duties which are so conducive
to the well-being of the people, but 1t wonld be necessary to vest
in a Secretary of State thore executive functions now pertaining to
the Lord Lieutenant,

It will, in my opinion, be & mistake to bave a Becretary ofiState,
especially for Ireland, for the affairs of winch I believe at present
thy Home Becretary ia coustitutionally responsible, If there are no
cogent reasons fol his becoming so 1n fact as well as in theory, there
are forcible arguments in favour of my snggestion, In the firat
piace all that goes to blend the government of the two countries is
good as strengthening the unity of the kingdom, while tke tenaency
of baving a distinct Becretary of State for Ireland would be to per-



