
Pießuming that such a form of county government as Ihavedescribed should come into operatiou and that the office ot LordLieutenaut should be abolished, the question arises, who is to do theworknow performed by the Viceroy and in what manner is the Im-perialGovernment generally to be carried on? The answer to thisis that my scheme dots not seek to destroy, but to construct. The
Sovereignit is hoped,wouldcome inperson, or by a Royal representa-
tive,to frequently perform these social duties whicharesoconduciveto the well-being of the people, but it would be necessary to vest
in a Secretary of State those executive functions now pertaining totheLord Lieutenant.

It will, in my opinion,be a mistake tohave a Secretary offState,especially for Ireland, for the affairs of whichIbelieve at presentthe Home Secretary ia constitutionally responsible. If there are no
cogent reasons foi hia becoming so in fact as well as in theory, thereare forcible arguments in favour of my suggestion. In the firstplaceall tbat goes to blend the government of the two countries is
goodas strengthening the unity of the kingdom, while the tendencyof having a distinct Secretary of State for Ireland would be toper-
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Thb following is the Dublin Freeman'ssummarised rersion of thepapercontribut«dby Mr.Cliffoid Lloyd,R.M, totheLondon Times -The time is rapidlyapproaching wben itwill be Decessary to takeinto serious consideration thepresent political situationin Ireland "
and tocome to somedecision in devisingmeans whereby the peaceandorder to be secured in that country may give hope for a tran-quillity morelasting than periodical Coercion Actsafford, and for aprosperity, which with the maintenanceof tbe law, can only besecured by the co-operationand pood will of the people. The Irishof to-day arenot the Irishof even five yeargago,and any attempt atlegislation or at government that does not realise this fact is certaintoproduce much disappointment. Ifremediallegislationhas failed toreahSvKbe hopes entertained, the cause is likely to be found in thedetermination of tbe people to keep the country in an unsettledcondition until someserious effort is made to satisfy their politicalaspirations. 1hroughout the length and breadth of Irelanda greatdemocratic waveof thought has passed over the people, and ithasleft results which are not only likely to be lasting, but whichmustbe fully and immediately realised if any clear and just conception istobe arrivedat concerning the solution of tbe important— lmay say
Tital— questions now ripening withreference to tbefuture of the Irishpeople and the continued unity of the kingdom. If the hastiiv-created andrough-and-ready organisation of tbe Land League in itsearlier days was powerful in its grasp upon the people, the presentorganisation of the NationalLeague is infinitely more so Ineverytownandalmost everyvillage inIrel,ndabranchexists. Experiencehas consolidated and familiarity with danger emboldened itOriginally the Land League assumed jurisdiction only in matters'relatingto the soil, but the NationalLeague of to-day puts no limitto its attributions. It censures the Viceroy one day and a villageconstable thenext. Itreviews the decisions of the highest courtsdictates to the municipalbodies, practically electseveryrepresentativeof the peiple, whether to the boards of guardians or to theImperialParliament,and its last display of assumed power was a direction tothe Irish people as to how thpy were to co idnet themselves on the
occasion of the visit of their Royal Highnesses thePrinceandPrincesaof Wales to the country. When three or four millions of P3ople arewilling to submit themselvesto th* irresponsibledominion of such arule as this, placing themselves at the same time inopen defiance toevery constituted authority in the land— when, notwithstanding
diminished local trade, absenceof peace and lack of security taxationfor extra police, blood moneys levied,and tbe scoreof funds to whichthey arecabled upon to subscribe, they continue with the secrecy ofthe ballot to elect as their Parliamentaryrepresentatives those whoare pledged to continue an agitation whichhas now been rending thecountry fornearly five years,with the fallknowledge that the presentconduct of affairs may very possibly end in a bloody revolutiou itisat least time, in my opinion, to consider calmly and fully whetherthere is any just ground for the bitter complaints raised as to thegovernment of the country being throughout its machinery entirely
out of harmony with the feelings andreasonable aspirations of a freepeople, and,if so,whether it is possible to introduce changes likely tolead to future uuity,concord, and prosperity. Itis quiteunnecessaryto touch upon the political problems that wouldspring into existencewith an Irish Republic. Though there may be in Ireland personswild enough to dream of tbe possibility of an independent Irelandthere are i<.w m England ;t any shade of political feeling who willbe found prepand to enter m-o the consideration even of such agenerally recognised impossibility. There is. however,another formof government Mig.jeste-1as apanac a for the suff -rino-d of theIrishpeople,and this i3i3 known by the name of Home Rule. It has manyadvocatesin botb Englandand Ireland,buttheHome Kule movementhas always suffeied frjm tb- great disadvantage of never havingbeendefined withany attempt at precision. To all it, at least, conveysthe idea of a Parliament sitting in Dublin. That is unquesiionablvtbe base of the proposi ion, aud an accepted starting point in themind of every advocate of the Home Rule cause, however moderateor extreme may be h.b political opinions. Without a Parliament inDublin there could be noHome Kule,and yet it is this very fact tbatrenders H»me Rule an absoluteimpossibility. There may be MunsterHome Rule or Counaught Home Rule, but there can never beIrishHome Rulew long as there is an Ulsterpeopledasat present TheNortherners are ebsentialiy charactered by their unqualified loyaltyto the Crown, unwaveringresolution to Jink their destiny with GreatBritain,by their self-reluace, energy,prosperity, anda deep-rootedintolerance o: the teacmng of the Roman Church. It is geneiallya tmitted by tho>e conversa it with the feeling of the nonh tbat theProtestant artisans of Belfast and farmersof Down, Antrim Armaghandother loyalcountnes wouldunder no circumstances submit to beruled from Dublin by a Home Rule Government and ParliamentHome Rule would mea i civil war,anditis well that tuture legislatorsshould understand this. But because an IrishParliament inUolleee-greeii it considered the dream of a few imaginative aud sanguineIrishmen isany reason established for allowing the fire of revolutionto smoulder on from month to month and year to year, only tobeblown into the blazeof lebellionby the first favourable gustof windfA young generation isgrowingup bredin the veryair of sedition andtreason, which wouldnot b« possible but for the wantof foresight ingoverning, the dissensions of party, and the unfortunate habit ofwaiting for events in affairs connected with Ireland. It will beindeedstrange if the rising generation of Irishmen in the middleand lower classes do not turn out tobe rebels of the most approvedtype. The teaching isallone way,andit willbe difficult to be aughtelse. Itwill befound that those who claim to speak with authorityassign twogreat causes tor the discontent still prevalentin Irelandnotwithstanding the immense concessions made to the people UDonthe land question. The fiist is the exclusion of thepeople fromany
share in the management of their own affairs. The second is thexistence inDublinof a ceatralised Government alleged to be oat of

touch with the ImperialParliament, with the British Cabinet,andwith the Irishpeople. Icannot toostrongly put forwardmy matured
opinion,formed afteryearsof residence andof officiallife inboth thenorthand the south, that a fierce and bloody contest wouldbe theresult of instituting a Parliament in Dublin. But there is ameansof meeting practically the just demands of the Irish people, whichwouldnot only preserve theunity of thekingdom, but, when woundshad time to heal, wouldgive it a strength and reality hithertoon-known by bringing peace and contentment, and therefore securityand prosperity, to Ireland. Ialludetothe creationof electivecountyboards, withpower to administer the local funds and all mattersrelating to thepublic works, the asylums, hospitals, roads, poor-lawrates, etc. On this base there is room to build. There is hereunlimited scope for the growthof politic life. Bhort of the admini-stration of justice, the preservationof order, and the impositionoftaxation,thesebeing imperial attributes, every powerof initiativeand ofgeneral local control should be conferred upon such abody.
At thepresent moment, whetherin towoor country, the Irish of thesouth and westare hostile critics of proceedings in which they haremoch interestbut play no part. Such a field asIhave indicatedwouldsupply subjects forconsideration anddiscussion among them-selves ;it woulddivert the thoughts of the people out of ahithertoendless vein of conspiracy and sedition,andit would make the Irishat least feel that they were the component part of agreat political
system, anda living useful portionof a free people. These institu-
tions would create political life and provide a field for its rapid
expansion. Isee no reason why delegates from those county
assemblies interested should not meet in committee, as required, to-discuss questions relating toproposed railways,harbours, means ofnavigation, andother mattersin which more than onecounty might
be interested. Inconsidering how to invigorate and popularise the
government of Ireland letus beware of accepting,as afoundation onwhich to work, the theories or the fanciesof enthusiasts. Aboveall,
let us be practical. Let us not make an exception as regards
Ireland to the principles upon which the United Kingdom
in general ie governed. These consist in the administrationof the country at large by the great departments of State,
with one Imperial National Parliament, to which all areresponsible and where laws are made, modified, and repealed
according to the requirements of the community. Once we go oot-
side these broad lines we know not whither it may be led. County
governmentalready exibts, and what v proposedis only tomake it
representative. PuttiDg aside all questions of a per onal nature, let
us considei whether maintaining the office of Lord Lieutenant inIreland providesa formof executivesuitable to the people and to theday in which we live. Iconfess to the opinion that it does not.The office of Lord Lieutenant in its Sovereign representation is anindication of personal power no longer existing, while as suggesting
the administration in Ireland it is the emblem of a centralisedbureaucratic system condemnedby experienceinevery country,evenunder the most Imperial of Governments. An administration into
the workings of which the public eyecannot penetrate, whichowing
tosurrounding circumstances is, to agreat extent, free from Parlia-
mentary control,and that rarely feels the invigorating effect of the
introductionof new blood,has a natural tendency to deteriorate into
a state of centralised stagnation. Stagnation in any form and inany country is always painful to witness, but to the intelligent
observer stagnation, in whatever forte, in Irelandpresents an aspectpeculiarly unhealthy, distressing to witness, and seemingly hopeless.

Itseems to me, however, that then:is no room in Ireland for a
Viceroy under a constitutional Government. In Canada there is aViceroyrepresenting the Sovereignns a part of the local constitution.In India there is a Viceroy lepresenting the Sovereign rulingthe Empire. The Sovereign at the present day does notrule Ireland personally, and there is no locU constitution.In India there is a Viceroy representing the local constitution.The position is an anomaly. The Sovereign is not supposed to dis-play any leaning to this or to thit party in the state,but in Ireland
tbe representative of the Crown isnot only the chosen representativeof the political party in power, but is also, as a rule, oneof ita moatdistinguished supporters in theHoube of Lords.

The people of Ireland say that they detested the late Govern-ment, but are not disloyal to the Crown. It is the privilege of aloyal peopleto show theirdissatisfaction witha Government or withany particular Minister, bat in Ireland if this is duue the peoplearesail to be disloyal and to be insulting the Sovereign. The Vice-
royalty in Ireland seems also to perpetuate the idea of a separatekingdom, inferior to that over wbicu the Sovereign rules in person.
Now Ireland ispart of one kingdom, and it wuuld be as unsoundinprinciple to havea Viceroy of Euglaud as a Lord Lieutenantof Ire-land. Is it desirable to perpetuate aa idea which since tbe Unionhas been a fiction, which confounds the Sovereign with politics,andwhich strains the Constitution of the country toan extentalarmingto everysober-minded person ?
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