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Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfally provided for their owa children, to contribate
largely towards the free and godless education of other people’s
children I '1  Thig is tyranny, oppression, and plunder.

THE TIME S,
,‘—*__..._._

Depression reigns
everywhere, even in newspaper circles. When
a man with the morning paper in his hand is
asked what is the news to-day the answer invari-
ably is : (b, nothing ; there iz nothing in the
paper to-day. But, like many other things, this
is an exaggeration. Notwithstanding the depres-
sion, there is no want of interesting news from
all quarters, though at the present moment there may be
nothing very exciting, For example, who can read the scraps
one finis in the Englisk and Irish papers in reference to the
coming general election at Home without being deeply interested.
Then there is the Roumelian affair which may yet set all Europe
in & flame, Here in New Zealand have we not the profound
speeches, or, if you will, talks of the Premier, and the deep
political harangues of the Hon. Treasurer and Mr, Holmes?
Why, after all, there is no end of interesting matter to be found
in the newspapers, if people had only the capacity of appre-
ciating it, What, indeed, can be more interesting than the
gayings of the inimitable theologian who does not know Gon,
looks upon creeda exactly from the opposite point of view of
St. Pavr, and, although he happens to be Premier and
Attorney-General, teaches the right of everyone to think and
say what he pleases. Now is the time in which infidels, slan-
derers, and Liars m«y enjoy a carnival, For, of course, our
Freethiuking Attorney General will not prosceute anyone who
merely exeriises his liberty to think and say anything and
everything that comes into his head. There is something,
however, still more interesting than the Attorney-
General's profound philosophy on the subject of licentious
thoughts and words, and that is his amiable advocacy of
liberty as he understands it practically. A glowing penegyric
on liberty does not cost a man of the Premier's sober imagi-

Pry: HE times are dull, very dull.
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nation much, and we are not to look to such s one’s words
for his real meaning so much as to his actions.
Of course, everyone knows that this hon. gentle-

man never tires of proclaiming his admiration and love of
liberty, and one reading his harangues on this subject with-
ont knowing what manner of man he 13 would faney him to
be a great stickler for real liberty. But, alas, for the con-
sistency of buman nature, this wonld be an erronsous
impression, The Hon. Mr. Srour’s deeds contradict his
wordg: in reality, he has liberty on his lipy, and tyranny and

ipjustice in  his heart. How do he and his treat his
Cutholie fellow suabjects ; how much liberty does he
allow them? Well, the liberty he allows them is
simply the necessity of paying, sorely against their will, for

the free and godless education of other people’s children.
We only wonder that, when this hon. gentleman has the
effrontery to speak of liberty and freedom, the words do not
stick in bis throat and choke him. Nor are these the only
interesting items contained in the dailies, and suggested by
their columns. When one reads of the pretty frequent
journeys of the Premier from Wellington to Dunedin,
and cannot fail to observe how admirably they coincide with
opportunities of in one way or another glorif,ing the Lyceum,
ke 1s inevitably struck with the coincidence, and wonderingly
asks himself : Who pays for these journey-—the public or
the Lyceum? This is a nice and most interesting specnia-
tion, Then there ia the discussion, both by letter and public
meeting, of the important questions of Frectrade and Pro-
tection, in which 8o much either of the prosperity or injury of
the country is involved. There is much to study on hoth
sides, only that practically, let the theory be what it may, we
bave abont ag muach Protection as we can brar and s little
Freetrade as is posaible under the circumstances. The great
dacger now is that some of our industiics may be prot cted
out of existence. Who can truthfully say, then, that there ia
nothing in the papers ? To us it appears that there is a great
deal, and a great deal too that is momentons. We only
regret that this does not appear to be snfficiently realised.
e ——

IN the presence of three men who sat almost beside each other on
Tuseday night (says the Nazion of Baptember B, referring to a banquet
given by tle Lord Mayor of Dublin to Mr. Paraell and his colleagues)

thers was to be found a symbol of the continuity of Ireland'astroggle
for ber rights and her unwavering fidelity to the principles of free-
dom, When, shortly after the Lord Mayor had taken bis eear, Dr.
EKevin Izod O’Doberty approached the O'Georman Mabon and shook
the old maa warmly by the band,the yearof the refurm fight of 1529
and the era of the subsequent fizht of (48 touched in that clasp ; and
later oa, when both joined in applauding the uncompromising senti.
meonts of Mr. Paroell, it seemed as if the spirit of the past specially
atiended to cheer on the effort of the present. Itis not given to every
Lord Mayor to have around him at the same moment the fighting
men of three generations,

FaTHER REGINALD COLLINS, the hero of MeNeill's Zereha, has
been recormmended for the Vicioria Cross. We regret to learn that
Father Collins has returned to England in ill-healih, and we wish
him a speedy and full recivery.

MR, Diox BoUCICAULT is now playing his famous Irish charae-
ters in Dunedin., Tt is needless for us to attempt to paint the lily by
rfarring to the excellence of his representations, but every Irishman
shou!d see those parts acted which, like the Melodies of Moore, bave
doae 80 much to bring tbe Irish character in ita true form before the
English public, and hava greatly helped to dispel so many prejudices,
Mr, Boncicanlt, as the author and actor whose work bas prodaced
puch an effsct, deserves the gratitude of the whole Lrish world.

His LorpsuiP the Bishop of Wellington ksa returned from his
visit to Rome, and has been juyfully welcomed back by his clerzy
and people. His Lordship came by the San Francisco mail route,

I a case heard on Wednesday in tne Remident Magistrate's
Court, Dunedin, one of the witnesses stated that * he knew that
Captain Hume kept a prisoner two days over his time, and then gave
him hush money.” Such a statecment se this is very grave, and
seems to eal! for examination on the part of Government. Captain
Hume can hardly aff i:d to let it pass unchallenged.

Mg, GeorGr AUGUAIUS BALA delivered his last leeture, that on
Dickens and Thackeray, in Dunedin on Wednesday, to a large and
apprecistive andience. Mr. S:la is a very agrecable spezker, who
mykes no pretence to oratory or thetorical display, but delivers him-
g~ f in & clear. audible, and 1mp esvive maaner, with all the admir-
au e wiction and polish of a master in literatuie, who occasionally,
moreover, risea to & burst of true and lofty eloqueuce. His lectura
con-isted of personal reminiscences of the great authors, with ao
explanation of the motives of thyir work, and passages of a keen
and finished criticism, He ascribes to the speecbes of O'Conanell
and BhLiel, among others, a share in forming the siyle of Charles
D ckoos, His judgament of the r:lative merits of Thackeray and
Dickens is to the effzet that they wove in parallel lines, never
meeting. For our own part, nevertheless, although we accord to
Toackeray an admiration no less warm that that we feel for Dickena,
wa bolieva the latter to have been the greater artist, The range
and wvariety of his characiers is, for example, larger, and,
the anthor 18 kept more fally, and completely, ouat of
vizht, In  fistening to one of Dickens'e tales it is impossible
to divine what manoer of man is speaking, just as it is in the case
of Sbhakspeare. Throngh the wiitings of [backeray, on the con-
triry, whatzver may ba the cyun.i m or satice, the hand of the
kind-heart:d man is ever to be discerned. We count 1t a prvilege
to have beard Mr. Bala's lecture, and 1ts memory will form & last
ing treasure to us.

WE chip the followicg also from the Nation of September G,
Another illu-tiation of the fact that Ireland isalwass ready to honoar
tbose of her children whom England, for pohtical 1easons, would seek
to degrade and pupich, was afforded iz the proceedings in tbe Dublin
Corporation on Tuisday, wheue Dr. KEevin lzod O'Dolierty, a **felon ”
of '18, was aduntted to the ranksof the hinorary citizensbip of our
Metropoliy, The hiarty snd euthusiastic welecvme which greeted
him woen he ros* to sign the roll on Tu sday must have
given Dr O'Doberty eome sligh% compensa won for the many years of
exile he his known, but that welcome must have been sweeter to kim
fur the reason that it proved that the citizens of Dublin endorsed the
brave and self-sacrificing conduct which biought kim into the dock
in Green-Btrect in 1848. The deliberate nostention from Tuesday's
meeting of the anti-popular section of the council was an ackonow-
ledgement and a proot that the strength of West Britonism ia broken
and ciushed in Ireland’s capital,

Tue anoual meering of the Dunedin Cavalry to be held a¥
Tainna Park Musselbnrgh on the 318t inet, promises to be a marked
Biccess, A most interisting progratwme has becn drawnup and every
step wi | bu taken to cusure 1ty being carried out in the best manner
pussible,

Trg Roumelian affair still drags its weary length—when the firat
news concernivg 1% reached tue Coluny we were of the opinion that
gometlhing concerning the matter was tu be understood, But aa it s
thanka to the agreeable luci 1ity of the cable, unmitigated confusion
is all that we can discern. We know nothipg and can conjctture
nothing.

THE proceeds of the twa very agreeable concerts given by the
Children of Mary in Dunedin in aid of the Cathedral Baildiog Fund,



