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ON BLONDIN'S BACEK.

HARRY COLCORD, artist, now of Chicago,ran away)from home and went
to sea, Befure he got through with his adventuies he rode across
Nisgara Falls three times on the back of Blondin ona tight rope.
He says be wonld not do it again, but that he did not suffer fiom
fear. Ove can readily believe hum, In bis deep gray eye there is a
soggestion of self-control, and iu his slight, lithe figure of strengih
ana reserve phyrical force which bis gentle voice and his easy, cour-
teous manner fails to entirely conceal. He is an artist as artists go,
aud paints {olerable piciures,

*Io the year 1858," he said, " I joined Blondin in Boston. He
wag of the Francoba troupe, ivcluding Martinetii and tbe famous
BRavels. [ wag their scenic artist, and painted scenes with a white-
wash brush, We disbanded in Cibcinpati, and there it occurred to
Blandin to cross Niagara on a tight rope, and I went to the Falls
with him. We had no end of trouble getiing the necessary permits
to extend the ropes. Blondin only spoke but little Boglish ; that
was one difficulty, bat finelly we succeeded in getting them from
Porter, who owned the American side, and the rest was easy,
Blondin wanted to carry the rope from Terrapin Tower and across
to Davis's Hote), which wouid bave led over Horsehoe Falis, through
the mist and the spray of the grest cataract. They objected, hecause
Blondin was sure 10 fall, they said. The spray would keep his rope
damp, and I, who bad engaged to go on his back, was very glad of
it. Finally we stretched the jope from White's pleasure ground
ncross to the Chfton House. Not far away from the place there is
now & suspension bridge, There was 2,000 feut of the rope. It was
of Manilla, three inches in diameter, made in a New York ropewalk,
in two pieces, Blondin jolned them with a long splice whick, when
the rope was extended, was in the centre uf the span. It took us
nearly five montha to siretch the rope and to get guy lines in plice.
- "1t was 250 feet above water at its lowest point, which was 50
feet below the bighest—in other words, there was a grade of 50 feet
in 3,000 feet. There were 75,000 feet of guy lines altogether, Each of
them was weighted with a tec-pound eand bag 1o drop them oat ot
the way of bis balance pole, and in putting them up Blondin crossed
a score of times, At last wa were ready to make the firas ascension ;
that was what we called it, Betore I weut over he made several
public ascensions. It was advertised through the papers that [ was
to ride on his back, and I was the sabject of all kinds of attacks and
criticisms. T was ready to back out, except Blondin began to tauat
me, and L got into that corner of pride ana vaiu-gloricusness whieh I
could not escape fiom, weantime Blondin bad coiched me as to
what I should do. I was to put my weight on bis shoulders by my
arms, and clasp his body about with my legs. But I could not pat
my weight on his legs ; that would encumber bis movement. I had
to keep all the weigh! on his shoulders, 1n July, 1860 we went across.
1took my place on Blondin's back, and he began \be descent trom the
Capadian side on the rope. By reason of the fuct that I had to bear
my welght on bis shoulders, and had 1o nse my aims and with main
strengtn to support myself, frequent rests were necessary, [ told
Blondin when [ wanted ta rest, and then I dropped down on the rope
on nne foot and waited till my arms were relieved, when I woull
spriog up agald, using only my arms to Lift and hold myself in place,
There was & great crowd there. Idid not see them at first. 1do
not remember what I thought, From my place 6a Bl.odin's back ]
conld look vut to tha ather shore and see below rne the stunted pines
thrusiicg tbeir sharp points up from the edge of the foamine wab r
ready to split ua if we [cll. Tiemember, too, that I was anxicus 1o
get over, and I reesl], tuo, that the great rope before us made EWInga
from side to mde. We afterwards koew that the rope swung forty,
feet at the ccntre, aund I felt the Decessity of preserving my self-
posseesion, and T did it

“ There was a forty feet length between the guy on ons side and
those of the other that 1t was 1mpo-s ble to make steady. It was
the middle spun. Below us 250 feet roared the miver, and uver 1t
we swung from site to side, etill moving on steadily, however,
Bivndn never trembled. When we bad gone about ten feet on this
middle span somebody on the American side pulled the outer guy
line. We afterwards found out it was done intentionally, and tie
rope was 8 opped in its swing., Bloudin stopped, and his pole went
from side to side 1na vain effort to enable him to recure his balance,
At ope time 1t was up and down on the righe side, at another time up
and dewn on the left, and 1 recall now with wonder that I was only
curious to know whether he would succeed ia getling contiol of him-
self or not. 1 didn't feel any fear. Failing 1n getting bis balance,
he started to run across the horrible span, and we safely reached the
point where the guy rope came out from the American shore. Then
to steady bimself Blondin pat his foot on the guy rope and tried to
stop, but the goy Line broke and with a dash of speed he ran swiftly
twenty-five feet further to the next poiut, where the guys met the
main rope. There be recovered his balance, and whispered rather
than sad : ¢ Descendez, vous,” The perspir tion stood cut on his
neck and shoulders in great peads, and we balanced ourse.ves oo the
swaylng Tope. Presently he sad, ¢ Allons,” and I raised myeelf to
his shouideia and we went on 1n salery and without incident toward
the shore.

i It wag not until we landed that I appreciated what had been !

done, Then it occurred to me that the man whe pulled the guy line
was one of those who bet that the feat could never bo accom plished,
and my 1ndignation mastered any reactionary feeling of fear. You
see, many Lhousand dollars were bet upon the ability ot Blondin to
carsy 4 man over, and human cupidity stops at no saenfiee. Then
there were the congratalations and the prase of pluck and the rest
of it, so that1n my ioolish boyish elatwn t forgot everythi.g else,
1 do remember a8 wo approached the shore the wonde ful tablean of
the 100,000 people who stood gazing at us, Thousands of th m
turned their faces away, or half turciog, cast glances cver their shoul-
ders atus, I remember their white faces, their straioed positions
of anziety—women who stared, white apd moiionless, and men
who wept, and as we drew near the bank the crowd surged toward

us, and Blondin stopped, fearing thay would pusb each other over
the precipice. Then tbe crowd was atill again, and with a quick ran
we came to the shore and spratg to the ground. T remember one
man 8eizing me in his arms and saying, * Thank God. this thing i
over ' From the other mide there wag a cheer, and then wa wera
thro;vn into & carrizge and drawn to the International Hotel by tha
people.

I croeeed again, twice, the last time under the patronage of the
Prinee of Wales, He congratulated us personally, and gave us each
& purse of £100. N. P. Willis was present, and wrote s wonderfal
gketch of the affair, Tom Hyer, the prize fighter, was there, also,
and be grabbed me up and shook me, and looked at me through the
tears that fell o rapidly as to almost blind him,™

¢ What was your weight then, Mr, Coleord 7

* One buudred and thirty pounds,”

¢ And Blondin'a 7"

* One hondred and thirty-five,”

“ Would you do it again 2

* Not for all the wealth of the world,”

e —

OONFIDENCE WELL PLACED

e, | —
Evex the English papers (says the Nation) admit that the discussion
in the House of Commons on the University question forebodes an
early scttlement of that matter on lines satisfactory to the Irish
party. Bays tue Standard. the leadiog organ of the Government :—

“ It was & memorable event in the bistory of the Mationalist
movement when the hishops placed the cause of denomiretional
education in tbe bands of the Parliamentary party. Last night's
proceedings will enable Mr. Paroell to report that they did not
repose confidence in bim in vain, Coneilistion is the watohword of
Lord Caraarvon, and in no department of policy is concession so
mumple a thing as in the matter of University edncation, There are
no vested interests of any importance to protest against epoliation.
Nor is there any awkward body of politieal sentiment to block the
way. Religions education is an old article of the Conservative faith ;
and, as everyone knows, to rule Ireland according to Irish ideas is an
accepted Liberal principle. The road thus heing open to change, it
oniy rewains to know that the existing state of things is not &
success. Unhappily, the material for such detnonstration is at
hand. . Quce it was possible to obtain degrees without
reswdence at any one of the three State.endowed inatitutions, the
principal inducement to Catholic parents to send their sons to the
Queen's Uolleges disappeared ; bat they still have one advantage
over their Catholic rivals. They receive a yearly snbvention from
the Btate, or, ratber, they are almost wholly maintained at the Btate
expense, The staff of teschers and the apparatus for teaching are,
of course, better than in the voluntary sewminaries, and there are
sctiolarships from Btate funds to boot, This being said, no farther
reason need be assigued for the objection made last pight from the
Houme Rule benches to the ‘Vote of twelve thousand six hundred
and twenty-eight pounds for the Queen's Colleges, Ireland.' Why
sperui money ou secular institutions which the Church denoznces and
the people dishke? Why not rather grant a subvestion to the
Catholic University, where, under ecciestastical auspices, the children
ot good Catholics may receive the sort of education of which alone
their consciences approve! Oolenel Colthurst suggested that eix
thonsand ponnds might do asa b ginning, 8ir Michael Hicks. Beach,
in explaiving wnv be could oot accede to the request held out bupes
whiteh go far beyond the scupe of this modest suggestion, Next
sesston, 1f the Minigtry 18 a Ministry still, they will make a pra-
pusal,  Meanwhile Sir M. H, Beach w1l nnly say that, in bis opinion,
it was not right or possible, in these days of irreligion, that the
Htate ghoult endeaviur to diseourage religioas education, The
bishups will know what meaning to put on these words. Mr.
Trevelyan bas told them thet ke wae p favour of giving Ireland
absvlute control over 1ta own education, The Conservative leader
makes an offer mearly ar good, It will be a question of settling
which party 1s to have the granting of the gift,”

Troly the bishops made no mistake when they entrusted the
management of the Irish education question in all its branches t
Blr. Parnell and the Irish party.
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A writer in the London Times says:—* Mr. Charles Stewart
Parnell desc uds from “ bold Norfoik’s Earl de Brotherton,' son of
Hdward I, and Marshall of England, aa well as from that Thomas
Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, whom Bolingbroke challenged to mortal
eombat, snd whom Richard II, banished for life. Another of Mr.
Parnell's ancesu 1« is John Howard, the * Jockey of Norfalk,' firat of
the actual hine of the Dukes of Norfulk, who was slain at Bosworth
and daly attaited by the victorions paity.”

The Italian eavant Narduecl bas just Jaid hefore the Academia
dei Loncei a number of documents showing that Pope Bixtus ¥, and
the Republic of Venice were at one time negotiating for the pierciog
of the Isthmus of Buez ; a plan which was only abandoved for fear
lest the difference in the level of the two seas wonld quickly cause
the sraffic to be impeded by the sand. — (burt Journal,

Berlin, Aug, 8th.—The atttcle in the North German Gazette
atlacking France, in connection with the advice of the Paris Tompe
that Frencheavalry on the {rontier he reinforced, bas seriously affected
the Berlin and Frankfort bourses. It 18 supposed in official circles
that the object of the article 18 to prepare the public for a large
inirease in the mihtary budget, All the (German newspapers,
fo'lowing the Gazette, dwell apou the f1ct that the approach of tha
French and Hu-sians toward each other is comncident with the
increasing poodwill betweea Eogiand and Germany. The rector of
the University of Berlin, at the celebration yesterday in homour for
the founder, Frederick William, toagted the health of Emperor
William in the following words ; “ Long live peace, Bhonld, how-
ever, the arrogance of our neighbours pass from daring words
iato daring deeds, they will learn that the old spirit still lives,”



