
"Itwas notuntil we landed that Iappreciated whatbad been
done. Thenit occurred to me that the man who pulled the guy line
wasoneof those whobet tbat the feat couldneverbe accomplished,
and my indignation mastered any reactionary feelingof fear. You
see,many thousand dollars were bet upon the ability ot Blondin to
carry a mau over,and human cupidity stops ,it no sacrifice. Then
there were the congratulations and the praise of pluck and the rest
of it, so that inmy toolish boyish elation i forgoc everythi .g else.
Idoremember as weapproached the shore the wondeiful tableau of
the 100,000 people who stood gazing at us. Thousands of th. vi
turned their faces away,or half turning, cast glances over their shoul-
ders at us. Iremember their white faces, their strained positions
of anxiety— women who stared, white and motionless, and men
who wept,andas we drew near the bank the crowd surged toward

A writer in the London Times says :—
"Mr. Charles Stewart

Parnell desc< mis fiom
'
bold Norfolk's '.Earl de Brotherton,' son ofEdwaid Land Maishall of England, us wellas from that Thomas

Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, whom Bolingbroke challenged to mortalcombat, aud whom Richard 11. banished for life. Another of Mr.Painell's anoesurs is John Howard, the 'Jockey of Norfolk,' first ofthe actual line of the Dukes ofNorfolk, who was slain at Bosworth
and duly attai ited by the victorious paity."

The Italian savant Narducci has just laidbefore the Academia
dei Lmcei a number of documents showing that Pope Sixtus V.andthe Republic of Venice were at one time negotiating for the piercing
of the Isthmus of Suez;a plan which was only abandoned for fear
lest the difference in the level of the two seas wouldquickly cause
the traffic to be impeded by the san<i.~ Court Journal.Beilin, Aug. Bth.— The article iv the North German Gazette
attacking France, inconnection with the advice of the Paris Tempt
thatFrench cavalry on the trontier he reinforced,has seriously affected
the Berlin and Frankfort bourse*. It is supposed in official circles
that the object of the article is to prepare the public for a large
imrease in the military budget. All the German newspapers,
fo'lowing the Gazette,dwell upon the fict that the approach of theFrench and Ku-sians toward each other is coincident with the
increasing goodwill between England and Germany. The rector of
the University of Berlin, at the celebration yesterday in honour for
the founder, Frederick William, toasted the health of Emperor
William in the following words:"Long live peace. Should, how-
ever, the arrogance of our neighboors pass from daring wordsinto daring deeds, theywill learn that the oldspiritstill liYes."
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us,and Blondin stopped, fearing they would push eacb other oTerthe precipice. Then tbecrowd was still again,and witha quick runwe came to the shore and sprang to the ground. Iremember onemanseizin? me in his arms and saying, 'Thank God. this thing iaover 1' From the other side there wasa cheer,and then we werethrowninto a carriage anddrawn to the International Hotelby thepeople.
"Icrossed again, twice, the last time under thepatronageof the

Princeof A\ ales. He congratulated us personally, andgaveus each
a purse of £100. N. P.Willis was present, and wrotea wonderfulsketch of tbe affair. Tom Hyer, the prize fighter, was there, also,
and he grabbed me upand shook me, and lookedat me through thetears that fell so rapidly as toalmost blind him."'' What was your weight then,Mr. Colcord ?

"
■"One hundred and thirty pounds."
'■AndBlondin'a ?""

One hundred and thirty-five.""Would you do ieagain ?
""Not for all the wealth of the world."

CONFIDENCE WELL PLACED

Eventhe English papers (says the Nation) admit thatthe discussionin the House of Commons on the University question forebodes anearly settlement of that matter on lines satisfactory to the Irishparty. Says the Standard, the leading organof the Government:"'Itwas a memorable event in the history of the Nationalist
movement when the bishops placed the cause of denominationaleducation in tbe hands of tbe Parliamentary party. Last night'sproceedings will enable Mr. Parnell to report that they did notrepose :onfidence inhim in vain. Conciliationis the watchword ofLord Carnarvon, and in no department of policy is concession sosimple a thing as in tbe matter of University education. There areno vestedinterests of any importance to protest against spoliation.
Nor is there any awkward body of political sentiment to block theway. Religious education is anold article of theConservativefaith;and, as everyoneknow?, torule Ireland according toIrishideasis an
accepted Liberal principle. The road thus being open tochange,it
only remains to know that the existing state of things is not asuccess. Unhappily, the material for such demonstration is athand. . . . Ouce it was possible to obtain degrees withoutresidence at any one of the three State-endowed institutions, theprincipal inducement to Catholic parents to send their sons to theQueen's Colleges disappeared; but they still have one advantageover their Catholic rivals. They receive a yearly subvention fromthe State, or, rather, they are almost wholly maintained at the Stateexpense. The staff of teachersand the apparatus for teaching are,
of course,better than in the voluntary seminaries, and there arescholarship'? from State funds to boot. This being said, no farther
reason need be assigned for the objection made last night from theHume Rule benches to the 'Vote of twelve thousand six hundredand twenty-eight pounds for the Queen's Colleges, Ireland.' Whyspend money ou secular institutions which the Church denounces andthe people dislike? Why not rather grant a subvention to theCatholic University, where,under ecclesiasticalauspices,the children
of good Catholics may receive the sort of education of which alonetheir consciences approve? Colonel Colthurst suggested that six
thousand pounds might do as ab-ginning. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach,inexplaining wnv he could not accede to the request heldout hopeswhich go f,ir beyond the scope of this modest suggestion. Next
session, if the Ministry is a Ministry still, they will make a pro-posal. Meanwhile Sir M. H. Beach will only say that, in his opinion,
it wasnot light or possibV, in these daya of irreligion, that the
State shoul t endeavour to discourage religious education. Thebishops will know what moauing to put on these words. Mr.Treveljanhas told them that he was in favour of giving Ireland
absolute control over its own education. The Conservative leadermakes an offer nearly as good. It will be a question of settlingwhich pirty is to have the granting of tbe gift."

Truly the bishops made no mistake when they entrusted thc
management of the Irish education question in all its branches t
Mr. I',irnell and the Irish party.

HABBYCOLCOBD, artist,nowof Chicago.ranaway(fromhome and went
to sea. Before he got through with his adventuies he rode across
Niagara Falls three times on tbe back of Blondin ona tight rope.
He says he would not doit again, but that he didnot suffer fiomfear. One can readily believehim. In his deep gray eye there is a
suggestionof self-control, and in his slight, litbe figure of strength
and reservepbyt-ical force whichhis gentle voice andhis easy, cour-
teous manner fails to entirely conceal. He is an artist as artists go,
aud paints tolerable pictures."' Inthe year1858," he said, "

Ijoined Blondinin Boston. He
was of the Francona tronpe, including Martinettiand tbe famousRavels, iwas their scenic artist, and painted scenes with a white-
wash brush. We disbanded in Cincinnati,and there itoccurred to
Blondin to cross Niagara on a tight rope, andIwent to the Falls
with him. We had noend of trouble getting the necessary permits
to extend the ropes. Blondinonly spoke but little English ;that
wason« difficulty,but finally we succeeded in getting them fromPorter, who owned the American side, and the rest was easy.
Blondin wanted tocarry the rope from Terrapin Tower and across
toDayis'sHotel, which would have ledover Horsehoe Falls, through
themist and the spray of the great cataract. They objected, because
Blondin was sureto fall, they said. The spray would keephis ropedamp,andI,who had engaged to go on hi9back, was veryglad of
it. Finally we stretched the iope from White's pleasure ground
across to the Clifton House. Not far away from the place there is
now a suspension bridge. There was2,000 feet ot tbe rope. Itwas
of Manilla, three inches in diameter, made iv a New York ropewalk.
in twopieces. Blondin joined them witha long splice which, when
tberope was extended, was in the centre of the span. It took us
nearly rive months to stretch ihe rope and to get guy lines in pi ice."

It waa 260 feet above water at its lowest point, which was50
feetbelow thehighest— mother words, there was agrade of 50 feet
in 1,000 feet. There were75,000 feet of guy lines altogether.E-ich of
them was weighted with a ten-pound sand bag to drop tbem out ot
theway of bis balance pole, and inputting them up Blondin crossed
a scoreof times. At lastwe wereready to mak« the first ascension;
that was what we called it. Belore Iwent over he made seveial
public ascensions. Itwas advertised through the paper3that Iwas
to ride on his back, andIwas the subject of all kinds of attacks and
criticisms. Iw^sready to back out, except Blondinbegan to tauat
me, andIgot into that corner of.pndeana vaiu-gloriousness which I
could not escape fiom. Meantime Blondin bad coached me as to
whatIshoulddo. Iwas to putmy weight on his &boaldersby my
arms, andclasp his body about with my legs. ButIcould not put
my weight on his legs;that would encumber his movement. Ihad
tokeepall the weight onhis shoulders. InJuly, 1860 wewent across.
Itook my place on Blondin's back,and he began thedescent Irom the
Canadian sideon the rope. By reason of the fact that Ihad to bear
my weightonhis shoulders,and had to usemy aims and with main
strengtn to support myself, frequent rests were necetsary. Itold
Blondin when Iwanted to rest, and thenIdroppeddown on the rope
on one foot and waited till my arms were relieved, when Iwould
spring up again,using only my arms to lift and hold myself io place.
There wasa great crowd there. Idid not see them at first. Ido
not remember whatIthought. From my placeon BLndin's backI
could look uut to ths other shore andsee below me the stunted pines
thrusting their sharp points up ftom the edge of the foamintr wat> r
ready to split us if we fell. Ilemember, too, that Iwas anxious to
get over,andIrecall, too, that the great rope before us made swings
from bide to side. We afterwards knew that the rope swung forty,
feet at the centre, andIfelt the necessity of preserving my self-
possession,andIdidit.'"

There was a forty feet lengthbetween the guy on one side and
those of theother that it was linpo-s ble to make sieady. It was
the middle span. Below us 250 feet roared the river, and over it
we swung from side to side, btill moving on steadily, however.
Blondin never trembled. When we had gone about ten feet on this
middle span somebody on the American side pulled tbe outer guy
line. We afterwards found out it wasdone intentionally, and the
rope was s oppedin its swing. Blomlin stopped, andhis pole went
from side to side ina vain effort to enable him to tecurehis balance.
At one timeit wasup anddownon the right side, at another time up
and d»wn on the left, andIrecall now withwonder that Iwas only
curious io know whetherhe wouldsucceed in gettingco-itiol of him-
self or not. 1 didn't feel any fear. Failing ingetting his balance,
he started to run across the horrible span, and we safely reached the
point where the guy rope came out from the American shore. Then
to steady himself Blondin put his foot on the guy rope and tried to
stop, but the guy line broke and with a dash of speed he ranswifily
twentj-nve feet further to the next point, where the guys met the
mainrope. There he recoveredbis balance, and whispered rather
than said :

'Descendez, vous.' The perspir tion stood out on hia
neck and shoulders in great Deads, and we balanced ourselves on the
swaying rope. Prebently he said, ' Allous,' andIraised mytelf to
his shouideis and we went oninsatety and without incident toward
theshore.
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