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“ May 1" he cried, fervently, at her ear, But May tripped on,
and did oot appear to bave heard any one speaking just at her back.

“ May 1" he eried again. “ Bpeak to mel Yuu must not leave
me in this way, You must give me some explanation of the things
I have seen and tne stories I have bheard,”

“ Bhe was spakin’ to yer honor long enough,” said May, talkiog
over her shoulder as she still sped nlong. “ As for me, 'm only
Bridget, an' I'm going home wid my message.”

“ For Heaven's sake stop a moment—Bridget !"" cried Paul.

“ What bave ye got to say to Brnidget ! sbe sald, slackening her
pace a little.

“1 want you to tell me something abent your voung mistress,
Will you swear that she 13 not engaged to marry Mr, Christopher
Leel”

“ By my feth I will !”

% That ghe never was engaged to him "

“ By my troth T wiil t*

“ That she does not care abount him, except asa friend "

“ T never swore so much in all my life before ; but I'll swear that,
Is there any more

“ That be did not ask her to marry him 7"

# T couldn't swear that,”

“ Well, then, will you swear that she refused him ?"

< Ay, will I!”

“ And why was th2 parson brought from Dublin to marry them ?

“QOch! sure that wasg but the erazy fancy of & poior mother in

throuble,”

% One word more, Bridget.
marry thisrich man?"

“ Thin, that’s a saycret of her own,
must ax hersel.’ '

“ For Heavens sake, stop, and speak to me in earnest fora
moment, Ja this all true that Bridget has been swearing?”

“ T would not keep a servant that would swear agaiost the truth,
Mr, Finiston.”

“ Will you answer me one more question. as May, not as Bridget ?
Why have you refused to marry Mr, L2?”

* For a great many reasons, A great many more than I have
time to tell you now, The tea will be waiting, and I must give an
account of myseli.”

“The tea waiting! I declare it ghall wait until I hear my !
sentence from your lips, May ! Do yon rememb et all Isaid that last
cvening four wecks ago P’

“Yes, I rememb rit, You were very uncivil, ’

“] was mad. I am an unhappy pers.n to have anything to do
with, Iam of a dapgerous nature, unc rtain and moody."” ‘

too,

Why did your mistress refuse to

If ye waunt to know that ye

“Do yon thivk [ am sostupid as not to have found out all that
ong ago

" And in apite of all that, May, will you marry me?"”

“Iwill, Panl., That is, 1f you would like it very much.”

“lakeat] Ob, my darling!?

“ But the tea, Paal! The tea will he cold, Ani
house will be turning out with lanterns to look form 2"

Nevertheless, the tea went on coubing for at least ten minutes
ionger; and, when May slipped 1n at last, to take her seat behind the .
teapot, she was rebuked as she des:rved by her Aunt Martha,

“1 meta friend, aunty,” shes.il; “and he is coming in to sce
ou.”
TR, A Iriend " said Miss Murtha ; and then P'aul appeared,

{(7b be continued.)
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A HOUSE OF REFUGE.
—— -
(Correspondence of the Catholic ferien.)
Tue French show good taste aud contrivance 1in most thinga they do
but particularly, I think, :n works of chartity, of which that nation
has been and is still so fruitful. They carry out, 1 ways of their
own delicate considerations for the fechings of the recipunts of
the charity, and seem to think of many kind things, And the more
the work derives its motive power from religious influence, the moie
abundant and various are such excellent traat . T am prompted to
these express ons from reading i the Fugare of June 3, an account
which one of 1s journalists, Mr. Louws le Boorg, gives of a mght
which he spent in one ol the three night asylums, opened of late
years in Paric. where destitute men can get a mght's shelter and 3
bed free of charge. These mstitutions have boen very prethly and
appropriately nam-d L' Hospitalite de Net,—* Bospitality for the
Night,”  OF couree, the narrater went there of ha own accord, for 4
purpose similar to that which animates he ub:quitoas reporter in his
rounds in our metropolis, Bo, fur convenicuce sake, we shall refer .
10 bim a« the Figaro reperter, and call him for short » Figare ™
The house which he seleated for his vimt was Ne. 14 Boulevard
de Vaugirard, behind the Montparnasse Hailway station on the out.
skirts of Pans, and was founded by Mgr. de Lamazr, Admittanceis at
geven p.m , but Figare found men gathered as early as six, sitting jo
gilent expuctation un the benches of the Howlerard, As socn as the
door was opeaed the asseumbled men filed in, one by one, silantly,
They were first directed to a room, where wirm water was supphed
them to bathe their feet, a most welecome 1elivt to those who bad
walked far and felt foutsore, The next move was acruss a yard to a
waiting room, on their way to which the procersion stopped at an
office, and each man 1o turn had to reply to tue following inguiries
made by two surveillants : Whe were you bere last 7 Whar 14 your
name, ﬁlrlhplace, and last domieile?  Nooinguiry is ever made about
the religion of the apphcant. Tne Figare 1eporter listened winle
the m'n nearvst to jhim replied to these interrogatives; one man
stated that ho was a labourer out of empl yment, but ot a tiamp;
another was a lad, & jouroeyman, confectioner who had come ail the
way from Nice on foot; anuther was a seafaring man ; another, a
sickly, weazen-faced young Parisian arab, described his means of live-
lihood to be the gatheriog of orpbans, which ke afterwards explained |
meant .collecting segar stwmps, anil the last one was an ex-journalist l
of a Berlin newspaper.

: Yon may siy that thewr Chorch i+ an 1mperfect one.

; insuted infants.

After all had been gathered in the waiting-room, which smelt
strongly of the phenol used for a sanitary puarpose, and were seated
on the benches there, large chunks of bread were served out to those
who telt hungry. Then an employé called out, * Come, messienrs,
are there any more applicants for shelter to be registered,”” Thia
appelation, © messicurs,” or ** gentlemen,” in the midst of such an
ussemblave, svunded to Figare stiange, but very considerate! At
onc end of the room was a long table provided with pens, ink, and
letter paper, for the use of those desiring to write to their relatives
or friends, of which writing facilities many hastened to avail them-
selves, and their letters were afcerwards taken charge of, prepaid, and
dualy mailed, This provision is certainly a very delicately kind one;
the narrator goes su far as to term it ** divinely charitable,” After
this business of correspendence had heen despatched, the Buperinten-
dent Mr, Thircuir, an e¢x-captain of marines, a kindly faced, sympa-
thetic man, whom some of those present had met before and whom
everybody touk to, came in to assign to each the number of the bed
he was to cccupy.  Bat before doing this he ascended a low platform
to read the ragulations, to which all are expected to conform, and
recite the night prayer, during which latter all must have their heads
uncovered and remain standing, but are at liberty to cross themselvea
and join in the prayers, or not, just as they feel inclined. The
prayers consiet of an ‘' Our Father” and a “ Hall Mary,"” said by the
captain on his knees, bis hearers all stapding and very mauy of them
joining in the words. It struck Figaro that men who are in distress
are not averse to be reminded of God. Before entering the dormi-

; tories any that feel the need of it goto a purifying room, where they

leave their garments to be fumigated with sulphur durning the night,
and they are provided with night-shirts,

There are four dormitories, each called after the name of a saint,
and Fligare was sent into the largest, called of St. John of God,
Where a bed has been given in charity, it bears the name of the donor.
The bedsteads ace of iron, low, but the matres es, which are stuffed
with sea-wrack, and the sheets and blankets are sll right and quite
sufficient for comfort and rest. Then after every one had turned in,
apd the single gashght, at the end of the room had been turned down
low, the Captatn made bis appearance again, but this time in the
midst of darkness, He came in to say sowe parting recommendations
conducive to hygiene and to good order, and be closed by wishing
them all © Good night, messieurs,” * Good night, Captain,"” was the
response from a chorus of voices, Figaro is entirely silent on the
subjet of night-mnres, and sponng, so we may infer that he was net
disturbed by etther, It i3 a pity that Figare did not thivk it worth
his wiile 1o inform us how many men, besides himself, wers harbored
that mght!

PROTESTANT TESTIMONY

——
REv, BrrNCER H, BrAY preached to a large audiense in the Daven-
port. Church, his subject being, * Things of Good Reporl in the
Roman Catholic Church, which Protestants will do well to Consider
and Tmitato.” -~ Roman Catholies,” said Mr. Bray, ' are followers
of Cbrist. What wonld the condition of this couniry be if it was
not for the gip of the Roman Catbolie Church upon 1s people; and

TO THE CHURCH.

" what woull be the enadition if the Catholic Chureh was swept into

wmfidelity ! Roraan Catholies may leiwrn maoy things from Protes-
tants, and it is for us to ask what we, as Protestants, can learn from
I'oman Catholies, Look at the relwiouvs traiving of their children,
Bo arc all
Christian churches.  But though the standard may be imperfect,
whatever the standard 15, they biing their children up to it, Toat's
the point. Comsuler thewr adherence to the Church when once
brought inta ir, The tacinlie crosses the ocean, and even forgets to
speak bis native tongae : but tntough all these changes the Roman
Cauholie holds to hus religion. No sea 15 wide enough to divorce bim
from bhis religion.

“ Then, again, remember the free and coustinuous giving by
Roman Catholics. They contract enormous debis and build the
most coestly cathedials; and this is dome, mot by the rich, but by
people who are poor.  Did you ever near of a Catholic eburch going
wiidor the auetioneer’s hammer, and being sold to Protestanta? But
you "now the 1everse has been the case. Fiom the Poupe tothe
labower, th Homan Catholies give continnously, and give according
tstheir means,  There is not to-day m this world, 8 better managed
wstiatien than the Roman Uathelie Chareh, The wealth of Pro-
testantigi 15 oot consecrated.  Apother thing nmong the Roman
Uatholies tlias 19 of good report is the works of tue Bisters of Charity.”
— New Haren Palladium.

Tue vital statistics of Londou show a fearful morality among
The books of the iusurance compunies snow that
the death rate among infants who are insured is much greater than
the meneral death rase for the same ages as publisbed in the Govern-
ment reports. The latter include, uf course, both insured acd
pminsared mfants. [f the two classes could be separated in the
oftiz1al reports so that they could be compared, it is Jbelieved that it
would be shown that the mortality amouy the insared 18 50 per cent,
greater than that among the gmnsured,  Theae facis strengthen the
sa-picion Lato the conviction that wany lofants are dihberately
murdered o1 the sake of the fnsurance on thewr lives, Insurance
compant 9 Wlicit aceept risks on nfants’ livis will insure none
but healtby enildien, and consequ ntly the mortaltty among them
ohould narurally be less than amonyg the general Average of childrer,
Some INsUCANCe CUMpPAaNlLs seum 1o sccept the conclusion that child-
murder 13 the cause of tmy awomoload condition of affairs
complaceotly, aud only seck 1o sccure their own profits nader
the additicual risk by increasiog tbeir premiums, This operates a8
a hardssip upon honest parents who insuere their children’s lives
from worthy motives of pradence, The note alarm haa been sounded
by the actuailes of the more Tespectible 1nsurance companies and
echoed by many physiciins, It bas now been taken up by several
medical and legal newspapers, which are imploring Parliament to
devise some remedy for the growing and horrible crime.



