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ion by enthusiasm of any project that is of great public interest,
and that bids faic to result in immense banefit to society at large,
The lumentable featare in the whole matter is the opposition which
is being selfisbly offered to the undertaking, and the surprisingiy
narrow state of mind that is thus revealed. 8urely the interests of
these three important provinces should not be & matter of indifference
to the other parta of the colony, Were there nothing to be gained by
the country generally, it would still be inexcusable for the inhabi-
tants of other places to offer resistance to that which must benefit
their neighbours and fellow-colomists withont injuring themselves,
But when it is a manifest impossibility that three great aud central
districts of the Colony can undergo a vast improvement without
beneficially affecting all the other districts, the blindness that leads
to opposition seems somothing portentous. We do not know that
anyone questions the great advantages to be conferred upon the pro-
vinces immediately interested by the construction of the railway. It
is acknowledged that already the certainty of a paying traffic
exists even alone in the products awaiting on the West Cosst the
means of conveyanee to become the objects of a busy trade, There
is already an unlimited supply of coal and wood sufficient almast of
itself to justify the construetion of the line. There is besides the
certainty of a vast development of mineral resources that are known
to exist, and the strong probabilities are well nigh boundless. The
district, in short, is a mine of wealth now impossible to work because
of the waat of all that the line will afford, but which possessing the
line will go far towards establishing the prosperity of New Zualand
once for all, A msthod of access to difficult portions of the country
in Westland, not to speak of advautages arising from the line to
Canterbury or Nelson, a supply of provisions at cheap rates, and
which cannot now be osbtained, and the means of conveyaoce and
and carriage are all that are needed to bring about all that ia most
desirable, That the opposition given to the project should oceasion
extreme irritation among tie people who see their just wishes and
demands so opposed is very natural, Viewing the matter as they do
in its true light, and having ali the advantages to be obtained full
within their sight, the resistance shown to them must be more than
galling, and such as may well provoke not only discontent but asger,
They may claim to be as well qualifizd to judge of the project gener
ally a8 those who oppuse it and they have besides exceptional advan-
tages of understanding it thatthos otherado not possess, They know
what would result from that which they desire so ardently to see carri-
ed out,and every sensible man must see that the success attending on so
great an undertaking carried to ita completion in one part of the Colony,
must necessarily benefit the whole in no slight measare, Those of
us, therefore, who have the true welfare of the Colony at heart and
are not blinded by party considerations or influenced by petty
seifish interests must sympathise thoroughly with the advocates of
the East and West Toast Railway, aad applaul the earnest.

nesa and energy with which they are pursuing their object.

HERE is another interesting little event conbected
with secularism ;—Miss Hattie Bedient wasa quiet
and amiable young lady belongiong toa country town
or village named Hornby, inthe State of New York,
Miss Hattie Bedient, besides, bad no taste for housebold work, and
notwithetanding her quietness and amuiability, was puesessed of some
ambition, o that she longed for vne or more of those priz:s whieh,
according to the Rev. Dr. Sinart, are to be found so abundantly in
the flelds white for the barvest where intellectual labourers shall
receive a fervent welcome. Having, therefore, studied for some time
at bher village school! Miss Hattie Budient was sent by her
parents to the city and became a student at the Corning-Union
Bchoo!, so tbat she might be fitted for the emineat career that
somewhere or another out of sight, in white harvest fields or else-
where, lies spread before the feet of thoss yoang ladies who atiain
to academic distinctions.—Uafortunately, however, Miss Hatue
Bedient met with some slight disappointment on the threshold of
her digtinguished course, and, finding that other youag ladies were
capable of outsiripping her in the clawes she fell intoa des.
ponding state of mind. —What, then, was she to do?—return to her
village howe, and stoop to help her mother in ihe making of beda
and cooking of victuals,—Perigh the thought! It was not for this
that she bad tasted the sweetsof elementary learning or snuffed from
afar the mild breezes of Academus,—Btill less was it for thia that
she bad drunk in the ethics of the periot, and steeped her youthful
mind ip the morality of secularism. Miss Hattie Bedient therefore, with
all the quietness and amiability that characterised her, aod with all
the morality she bad gained in her secular stadies, put an end to her
existence, and her disappointed ambition both together, —~and with
her own fair band nipped all her aspirations in the bud, —Man
we are teld, i3 a “mioute and animportant atom,”
but no professor as yet, howsoever learned or grave, has had the
bardihood to enource so much concerning woman,—Stll the only
thing to make the suicide of a young girl of little consequence would
be the knowledge that she also belonged to that condition of being
that was wholly unimportant and wortby of no consideratien what.
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soever. The belief that apart from tbe successful ambition for
distinetion or whatever other gralification may be desired and
obtained, lifeis a matter of little moment,~and that the individual
is free from all responsibility, may well lead to suicide, And in fact,
we gee, that in proportion as religion dies ont, the practice of self-
murder increases. The case of Miss Hattie Bedient is one that may

sadden, but need by no meana surpriss us. We may expect to witnes
more of the same kind,

IT i{s interesting to trace those points in which
BIBED3 ©F A atheism agrees with Evangelicalism. Wa all know
FEATHER.  the time-honoured system of kidnapping Catholic
children that has prevailed among our Evangelieal
friends, and bow, on one pretence or another, they have conatantly
endeavoured to gain possession of these little ones so that they might
shut them up in * Birds' Nests,” and cother nefaricus abodes, where
they should be taught to abhor and detest the faith of their fathers,
Our Kvangelical friends, nevertheless, have failed signally in emu-
lating the cunning of the atheistical party. What they have aimed
at doing ou a comparalively small scale, the others have undertaken
in & gigantic measare, and by adopting secnlarism have attained to
methods of whose vastness and promise of snccess the less daring
Evangelical never dreamed, Becularism finally persevered in must
inevitably make the world satbeistic, with the exception of that
remnsat that may be ssved in Catholic schools, Atheiats, howerver,
in some cates are prepared to follow the example that their Evanga-
lical forerunners have set them, and we find a notable instance of
this repotted by the French correspondent of a cootemporary, It
r lates to the case of a coachman in Paris who sent his soi 10 be
educated by the Franciscans at Toulonse—the boy being seized on by
2 Freetbinker who met with him on his journey, and who took pos.
szssion of bim with & view of poisoning bisa mind against the
Cathulic faith, ‘' As soon as the father was informed of the trick,"
mays the correspondent of the Catholic Revier, ' he used every effort
to withdraw bis son from the hauds of hia singular protector. Not.
withstanding telegrams, the intervention of a monk duly armed with
the power of the law, appeals to the tribunalg, nothing conld be
done. The poor workman had to abandon his work aod sick wife,
and go bimself to Cette, where his son was kept in contempt of the
paternal authority, Then only was his son restored to him, and the
next day, when the pair returned to Paris, they found the wother
dying in an hospital, Lenoir, so the poor wman was pamed, by the
advice of a lawyer took an aclion for damages against the Free-
thioker, and, to the amazement of the whole country, lost it, The
case was tried before one of tonese judges who were dpurd by the
administration, a man of utterly base character. But Lenoir was
not discouraged, He appealed, and was supported by Lacointe, one
of the most illustiious orpaments of the Fremch bar. He was
formerly Advocate-General of the Court of Cassation, and, like so
many vther distinguished judges, resigned sooner thau concur in the
persecution of the rligicus orders, ILeooir won hia care and the
Freethunker has suffered 1n person and pocket, But, mark the
inconsistercy. In an individual instance the State punishes anm
attempt on the anthority of 1he parent, while 1t withdraws in a
masa the whole school population of the country from a legitimate
paternal authority., Certainly the Freethinker has ju.t ground of
complaint, He is punished for doing what the State itseit baa mo
compunction in doing, and for resisting the doing of which it bas
punished parents with fice and imprisonment,” For ourselves, as we
have said, however, a principal intereet in this case is that it so
exactly reproduces many circumstances of cases in which the abdact-
jug parties were members of the Evaogelical sects—more especially
of that amiable, pious, and truly howmest society, the Irieh Church
Missivns—and even the prejudiced and unjust magistrate isa charags
ter with which we are not unfamiliar,

Hop Bitters does not exhaust and destroy, but restores, cures
and makes new, (et the genuine Amencan Co's.  Look up,

Our Weslero people are liable to be laid low by malarial fever
when breaking up new lande, The folks in the East are also com-
plaimng of fevers, chillsand agues, arieing from decaying vegetable
matter and impertect diainage, For either East or West the best
remedy ia Ayer s Ague Cure,

A remarkable viciory has been achieved by the Irish vote in
Wakefield. Mr, Green, the Conservative candidate, bas been
returned by 1918 votes againet 1661, pulled by Mr, Lee, the Liberal,
Couceal it how either party may, the triumph is a notable one for
the Iri-hmen of the borough. Mr, Sexton did oot labour in vain in
the borough.

Tae faet that Carter and Co., of George street, are the only
Drapers in Danedin doing a strictly Cash Trade who import their
own Guods direct from Home Markets, is the one canse of their
being able to sell cheaper than any other irm. Carter and Co, have
just opened, ex gs. Coptic and Kakoura, 16 cases Men's and Boys'
Clothing, and in consequence of the desperate scarcity of Ready
Money, they have decided to offer the whole lot, for a fow weeks, at
landed Cost. Therefore eall, inspect, and judge for yourself., Carter
and Co,, 60 and 62 George strest, Dunbedin,



