
Hereis anotherinteresting little event connected
with secularism :

—
Miss Hattie Bjdient wasa quiet

and amiable young lady belonging toa country town
or village named Hornby, in the Stateof New York.

Miss HattieBedient, besides, had no taste for household work, and
notwithstanding her quietnessand amiability, was possessedof some
ambition, bo that she longed for oneor more of those prizes which,
according to the Rev. Dr. Stuart, are to be found so abundantly in
the fields white for the harvest where intellectual labourers shall
receive a fervent welcome. Having, therefore, studied for some time
at her village school Miss Haltie Bedient was sent by her
parents to the city and became a student at the Coming-Union
School,so that she might be fitted for the eminent career that
somewhere or another out, of sight, in white harvest fields or else-
where, liesspreadbefore the feet of those young ladies who attain
to academic distinctions.

—
Unfortunately, however, Miss Hattie

Bedientmet with some slight disappointmenton the threshold of
her distinguished course, and, finding that other young ladies were
capable of outstripping her in the classes she fell into a des-
ponding stateof mind.

—
What, then, was she to do?—

return to her
Tillage home, andstoop to help her mother in the making of beds
and cookiDg of victuals,— Perish the thought I Itwas not for this
that Bhe bad tasted the sweetsof elementary learningor snuffed from
afar the mild breezes of Academus.— Still less was it for this that
she haddrunk in the ethics of the periol,and steepsd her youthful
mindin themorality ofsecularism. Miss HattieBedient therefore,with
all the quietnessand amiability that characterised her, and with all
the morality she had gained in her secular studies, put an end toher
existence, and b.T disappointed ambition both together,—and with
her own fair hand nipped all her aspirations in the bud.— Man
we are told, is a "

minute and unimportant atom,"
butno professor as yet, howsoever learned or grave, has had the
hardihood toenounce so much concerning woman.

—
Still the only

thing tomake the suicide of a young girl of little consequence would
be theknowledge that she also belonged to that condition of being
that was whollyunimportantand worthy of no consideration what-
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soever. The belief that apart from the successful ambition for
distinction or whatever other graiification may be desired and
obtained,life is amatter of littlemoment,— and that the individual
is free from all responsibility,may well lead to suicide. Andin fact,
wesee, that in proportion as religion dies out,the practice ofself-
murder increases. The case of Miss Hattie Bedient is one that may
sadden,but needby nomeanssurpriseus. We may expect to witne*
moreof the same kind.

ion by enthusiasm of any project that is of great public interest,
and thatbids fair toresult inimmense benefit to society at large.
The lamentable feature in the whole matter is the opposition which
is being selfishly offered to the undertaking, and the surprisingly
narrowstateof mind that is thus revealed. Surely the interests of
these three important provincesshouldnot bea matterof indifference
to the other partsof the colony. Were there nothing tobe gained by
the country generally,it would still be inexcusable for the inhabi-
tantsof other places tooffer resistance to that which must benefit
their neighbours and fellow-colonists wnhout injuring themselves.
Bat when it is amanifest impossibility that three great and central
districts of the Colony can undergo a vast improvement without
beneficially affectingall the other districts, the blindness that leads
tooppositionseems something portentous. We do not know that
anyonequestions the great advantages to be conferred upon the pro-
vinces immediately interested by the construction of the railway. It
is acknowledged that already the certainty of a paying traffic
exists evenalone in the products awaiting on the West Coast the
meansof conveyance tobecome the objects of a busy trade, There
is already an unlimited supply of coal and wood sufficient almost of
itself to justify the construction of the line. There is besides the
certainty of a vast developmentof mineral resources that areknown
toexist,and tha strong probabilities are well nigh boundless. The
district, inshort, is a mine of wealth now impossible to work because
of the wantof all that the line will afford, but which possessing the
line will go far towards establishing the prosperity of New Zealand
once for all. A method of access to difficult portionsof the country
in Westland, not to speak of advantages arising from the line to
Canterbury or Nelson, a supply of provisions at cheap rates, and
which cannot nowbe obtained, and the means of conveyance and
andcarriage areall that are needed tobring about all that is most
desirable. That the oppositiongiven to the project should occasion
extremeirritation among tie people who see their just wishes and
demandsso opposed is verynatural. Viewing the matter as they do
in its true light,and havingall the advantages to be obtained full
within their sight, the resistance shown to them must be more than
galling, andsuch as may well provokenot only discontent but anger.
They may claim tobeas well qualified to judge of the project geoer
ally as those whooppose itand they have besides exceptionilad»an-'
tages ofunderstanding itthat thos othersdonot possess. They know
what wouldresult from that which they desire so ardently to seecarri-
ed out,andeverysensible manmust see that the successattendingonso
great anundertaking carried to itscompletion inonepart oftheColony
must necessarily benefit the whole in noslight measure. Those of
us, therefore, who have the true welfare of the Colony at heart and
are not blinded by party considerations or influenced by petty
selfish interests must sympathise thoroughly with thf! advocates of
the East and West Coast Railway, and apulau1 the earnest-
ness and energy with which they are pursuing their object.

It is interesting to trace those points in which
atheism agrees with Evangelicalism. We allknow
thetime-honoured system of kidnapping Catholic
children that has prevailedamong our Evangelical

friends,and bow, on one pretence or another, they have constantly
endeavoured togain possessionof these little ones so that they might
shut themup in

"
Birds'Nests," and other nefarious abodes, where

they should be taught to abhor anddetest the faith of their fathers,
Our Evangelical friends, nevertheless, have failed signally in emu-
lating the cunning: of the atheistical party. What they have aimed
at doingon a comparatively small scale, the others have undertaken
ia a gigantic measure, andby adopting secularism have attained to
methods of whose vastness and promise of success the less daring
Evangelical never dreamed. Secularism finally persevered in must
inevitably make the world atheistic, with the exception of that
remnant thatmay be s^vedin Catholic schools. Atheists, however,
in some cases are preparedto follow the example that their Evange-
lical forerunners have set them, and we find a notable instance of
this repoitedby the French correspondent of a contemporary. It
r latea to the case of a coachman in Paris who sent hia sou to bo
educated by tbeFranciscans at Toulouse

—
the boy being seized on by

a Freethinker who met with him on his journey, and who took pos-
session of him with a view of poisoning bis mind against the
Catholic faith. "As soonas the father was informed of the trick,''"iys the correspondentof the Catholic Review, "he used everyeffort
to withdraw his son from thehands of his singular protector. Not-
withstanding telegrams, the intervention of amonk duly armed with
the power of the law, appeals to the tribunals, nothing could be
done. Tbe poor workmanhad toabandon hit work and sick wife,
and go himself toCette, where his son waskept in contempt of the
paternalauthority. Then only washis sonrestored tohim, and the
next day, whenthepair returned to Paris, they found the mother
dying in an hospital. Lenoir,so the poor man was named, by the
advice of a lawyer took an action for damages against the Free-
thinker,and, to the amazement of the whole country, lost it. The
case was tried before one of tnose judges who were ipuri by the
administration, a man of utterly base character. But Lenoir was
not discouraged. He appealed,and wassupportedby Lacointe, one
of the most illustiious ornaments of the French bar. He was
formerly Advocate-General of the Court of Cassation, and, like so
many other distinguished judges, resigned sooner than concur in the
persecution of the nligious orders. Lenoir won his case and the
Freethinker has suffered in person and pocket. But, mark the
inconsistency. In an individual instance the State punishes an
attempt on the authority of the parent, while >t withdraws in a
mass the whole school population of the country from a legitimate
paternalauthority. Certainly the Freethinker has ju»t ground of
complaint. He is punished for doing what the State itselt has no
compunction in doing, and for resisting the doing of whichit has
punished parents with fiveand imprisonment." Forourselves, as we
have said, however, a principal interest in this case is that it so
exactly reproduces many circumstances of cases in which the abduct-
iugparties were members of the Evangelical sects

—
more especially

of that amiable, pious, and truly honest society, the Irish Church
Missions— and even the prejudiced andunjust magistrateis acharac-
ter with which weare not unfamiliar.

HopBitters does not exhaust and destroy, but restores, cure!
and makes new. Get the genuine American (Jo.'s. Look up.

Our Western people are liable tobe laid low by malarial fever
whenbreaking upnew lands. The folks in the East are also com*
plaining of fevers,chills andagues, arising from decaying vegetable
matter and impertect diainage. For either East or West the best
remedy is Ayer s Ague Cure.

A remarkable victory has been achieved by the Irish vote in
Wakefield. Mr. Green, the Conservative candidate, baa beea
returnedby 1918 votesagainst 1661, polled by Mr. Lee, theLiberal.
Couceal it how either party may, the triumph is a notable one for
the Irishmen of theborough. Mr. Sexton did not labour invain in
the borough.

Tne fact that Carter and Co., of George street, are the only
Drapersin Dunedin doing a strictly Cash Trade who import their
own Goods direct from Home Markets, is the one cause of their
being able to sell cheaper thanany other firm. Carter and Co. have
just opened, ex 8.8. Coptic and Katkoura,16 cases Men's and Boys'
Clothing, and in consequence of the desperate scarcity of Ready
Money, they havedecided tooffer the whole lot, for a few weeks, at
landedCost. Therefore call,inspect, and judge for yourself. Carter
and Co,, €0 and62 Georgestreet,Dunedin.
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