Fridag, September 11, 1485,

adorn every Christian country in the world, the high intsllectual
culture, the uoparalleled surcess in every branch of science, lan-
guages, fine arts, are facts that spedk volumes for themselves, but
there is rornething which enhances all thess and surpuess:s all in our

estimation, viz., the gengls blending of Christian virtues with the
bighest cultivation of natural talent,

“Yours is truly a noble work, a work which implies a great
amount of patisnce, abnegation and zeal, wihoat any hops of
earthly reward except that which the conscientious discharge of
duty procures. We most thankfully entrast to your care—not our
temporal wealth—but the minds, the hearts, and the souls of our
cmldren, fully ¢inscious that you will show a mother's cars and love

towards them, that you will educate them in the true sense of
the word.

“Qaor sreular Government, like almoat ali the others Governments
of the day, would have us send our children to the ready propared
feast of secular cramming, profans teachine and arheistic adaeation,
but, taught by experience the ways of their poisoted viands, we
reject their invitaton. Our lne of conduct is clearly marked out
for us by our love for our children, by the warming voic: of our
beloved Bishops, by the nervie straggles of Catholics throughout the
world, aad by the voice of our Holy Father who accupies the charr
of 8t. Peter.” God. the cieator of all things, has implanted in wur
bearts an instinective love for our children—a love which would not
merit the name if it interested itself only with the welfare of the
body regardless of the most noble patt—the immortal soul, This is
the great secret, the motive power of our endeavours to build and
maiutain our Catholic Bchaols, We love out chitdran and esrnestly
desire to see them attain the highegt degree of intellectual oulture
whereby they will be enabled to fill their hcnourable place in society
bat especially we wish to see them virtnous childrea, We are coa-
vinced that the godless Btate schools are not institutions in which
a really sound and Christian education oan be imparted to our chils
dren. Why cannot our fellow colonists see the injustice of obliging

18 0 support schools for their children from which we can derive no
benefit.

“ Deer Rev, Mother and Sisters, again wishing you a most hearty
welcome, we beg to aub-cribe ourselves, ot behalf of the congrega.
tion, your devoted servants,

“Jos. WARD,
“ THos, HEDWOOD,
A, Casex.”

An address to the Sisters of Mzrey from the Cathalic children
of Blenheim, read by Miss Ellen Leahy :—

Dear Reverend Mother and Sisters,—We,
on behalf of 1ike children, assemble arvund you on  this
lovely and  propitions morning  to off'r yon our humble
little greetings on this your first appearance amongst us, to pay you
the smail tribute of our yaung and tend-r hearts' aff ctions, esteem
love, and grat:tude on so impartant and joyful an oecasion. For to-
day is a great aad festive day for usall, ” We hail, therefore, your
arnvalin our mdst. Your vresonce to-day is the forerunner of peice
and happiness; accordingly we hid you, dear Swisters, a thousand
welcomes-aye, a* cead mille ralthei,” we salute you as the shepherds
of old greeted their « Guiding Star,”  The olive branch was not more
welcome to Noe and g family in the ark than you are heis to-d iy,
Morevver, we sincercly think you, and shall ever feel deeply indebtad
W you for the great favour, the noble gacrifices fou have made in
enming to dwell with us in Blenheim, Those are small expresssions
of our 1tnmoat thoughts ; nevertheless they ave earnest, pure, sincere,
aund loving, Do, Sisters, Plense, accept them as a token and mark
of filial respect from your fature chiliren, We group around you
like fondling bahes at the feet of their mothers, full of confldenes,
mingled at the same time with great veneration for the fond Swsters
who will h-lp in moulding and torming our futuredestiny. We facl
now all our tmdity, Bashfulness, and nervousness disapp:ar ag we
gaze on your humble and self-denying form, geatle hand-maids of the
Lord, mild, chaste, and charitable, Ladies tair, a celestal ray of holy
joy beams on your holy eountenances, you look hike stiang.r« to this
world of cars” We appear to prejudge you, pardon us tor daing g,
but we imapgine 8 beavenly charm <preads itself wherever you gy,
Trouble never apparently settles on your calm and self- jossess -1
featores. Thrice bappy our lot, and great indeed our privilege n
thus having you to dwell in Blenkeim, to b: our aecond mothers, snd
friends, and best of eaucators, *Many of the grown-up vnea wiil eovy
our giud fortune, and many wil} say ‘I should hketob: young agan,
& child enee mo1e,” 10 order to be under the fostering eare of the
nuns ; i orler to get v sohid and sound instruction, as well as a
thorough knowledge of the arts and sciences. Yes, last night we
watched the rising mo m-beams bright, Last night we dreamt of
your coming.  Your name has become a househ)ld word,~—~the tome
ofjour conversation by day and vur dreams by night, To-day, thanksto
God, itias rexlity, ‘I'nis morning we longed to sea the sun mount nll,
dale and valley, in or er, as 1t were, to hasten your advent amongst
us. Weare delighted, we are overjoyed to Bee you. We are quite
consclons of the permanent great blessing you will be to the locality,
We hope those few kind seatiments from us shall softe. down the
natural pain you ooast have exporienced in breaking up your howmne
in Welitngion, 1 sepirating flom your dear companions there in
religion, in gevening as 1L were, those bonds of sisterboud, thoss
sacted ties of high and holy aspirations and charity. Besides the
manifold bleasiogs of edveatino, we have another great coonsvlation
before our mindsy, acd 1t 15 this~—should the hand of Providence b=
pleased to afflict us, thun 1ndecd we know you will visit us, smooth
down our lowly pillow, ease our bed of sickness drop a word of balmy
hope inte our breasts, to cheer us on our way. For the futurc we cag
hear your gentle ireid, soft as ungels footsteps, Finally, we pledge
ourgelvea tu you, 58 faithful, and respectful, and obedient children,
Once more we welonme you to Blenheim, and wish you, dear Bistery,
long and happy days in cur midet, and shall ever remain  your
dutifnl and devoted children in Christ,

the undersigned,

+
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Signed on behalf of our companions,

“BLLEN LEARY,

“ BRIDGET Mawre,
“Lousa Moeuay., '8
“EATE D-rpy. st
“Zom mEDMOND,” )
Ab6.30 p.m,, solema vespera took place, dariog which a seeond
sermnn was preached by the Very Rev. Father Siuzean on the true
religion, showing that our happiness bere and hereafter consiaty in
konowing anl eerving God in spirit and ig truth, and that from the
want of it follow an innomerable train of buman miseries, sach s
murders, suicides, persscations. tyranoy, and all sorta of crimes ;
that true religion makes men batter, mora virtmous, good citizens,
zood members of society ani gool, edifying fathars and mothers,
and therefore thal education must be fouaded aad azpported by
religion to render it eatimable ; accordingly, Diderot himself, a
rationalist, and many others of the same class, would have his daughter
instructad in religion in order to make her better; and that the
ultimate ead of int:llastual study should be to causs us or enable us
to become more effective combatants in the great warfare which
never c2ased to be waged bstween good and evil, The rev., preacher
was listened to with close attention by all, Father Lowia was
agreeably surprised at the large sum that was realized —over £100,
For it must b remembered that a mouth from Lhis date £200 wore
raiged. 8o that £300, and £120 collected by Mother Cmoalia hersel#
from non-catholic friends, go a preat way in paying off the entire

debt,
——————
CATHOLIC CLAIMS.

e —
TaE following is taken from the Evening Star's report of 8 debata
on edueation held by the Dunedin Parliamentary Union on Saturday
evening ; —

Mr, F, W. Patre snid that bafora any amendment of the Aot was
made, tbe question of aid to schools other than Government schools
should be coasidered. It was a well-known fact, and one which was
clearly demonstrated in 1883, before the Commission which sat in Wael.
lington, that thers were a large number of children being eduneated
in this Colony at the expense of a particular body of people. It
was well known that the Catholies of this Colony were at the pre.
seot moment educating something like 7,500 children in schools
which would compare favourably with the Goverament schools, and
they had this advantage—that fo them conscientions training was
paid some attention to. Thu cost of these schoots up to 1883 waa
£156,000. which inciuded not only the cost of buildings, but the cost
of purchase of sites; and ihe approximate cost of conducting the
schools was at the rate of £2,120 a-year, or £3 153 a.head. Thias
was cheaper than the rite at which children were educated in the
Government schosls, The Catholics had challenged the Government
from time to tim- to prove that the education given was quite up to
the mark, and there had been a few inspections with very favourabla
results,  The siatement that 1he denominational system of education
was toferiur to the Government was without the slightest forvadation,
The reports of the HEduecation Departments in Fngland and Csnada
and India proved the reverse. The education given in the denoming-
tional sehouls of not only Calhohes, but Protestants, was in avery
way satisfactory, and did not suffer by comparison with that given
1o Board schools, Out of the Colony’s population of 500,000, 70,000
were Uatholics, and in spite of the many drawbacks which they
laboured under they had establishod excellent schools. In justioe
their views ought to be considered, and it was & disgrace Lo the
Colony that session afrer session of Parliament, when their pelitions
were seat to the House, they were thrown futo the wastepaper basket,
—(A voice : “No.") 'ihe C.mu ission which had sat to take evidence
was composed of rabid opponents of any recognition of Catholie
claims, and when a lot of unques 100able cvidence had been laken ig
was proposed not to print . He would move as an amendment
** That provision be made for aiding other schools than Guvernment
schools under Goverament 1nspection,”

Mr. B. 1., Stanford seconded the amendmen!, Heg cousidered
that the Education D.partment was the most difficuit one that 1he
Govetument bati to manage, and that private schools wers far more
likely to achieve the best results. Mr, White shouald bave proved
that the question of education was entirely a potitical one, Ha
behieved thataf a poll of the population of the Colony eould be
taken it would be tound that there was a distinct majority againsg
the presunt system.—(* No.”) He advocated the “ payment by
results ' system, which would Telieve the Colouy of a great portion
of its present burden, and tap those gracious springs of private
gwodwill and hberality which were always chocked and dried up a8
5a0n as the State stepped 12 with its withenag toueh,

e

It is announced that the Queen has graated four pensions of £50
a yeur cach to the Misses Power, of Merrion-square, sisters of the
late Frank Power, whose tragical end in the sondan 1s still fresh ig
the public memory. BMr, Power wus for some time a mwember of the
staff of tbis journal, and few Pressmen were bett known in Dublin,
Wuen Edmuod O Donovan set out on what snhappily proved to bg
the last of his adventurous missions as a war correspondent, he wag
accompanied by VFower. O'Donovan left Khartomm with Hickg
Pashia’s army, which was gubsequently anvihiated so utterly thag
not a single man survived to tell the tale of the catastrephe that
befrll it, and Power escaped the general disaster through bewg s
onfeebled by filuess that he was unuble to advance with the troups,
In iue siege of Ehartoum he played an important part. and 1t wag
only when th+ defence of the city was drawing toa close that he
attemnpted with Colonel Stewart to make good bis way down 1ha
Nile, A few days more and the safety of the travellers wousld have
heen assured, but their steamer was wrecked and they themselves
slain. Mr. Power's letters to his mother and sisters make, next te
Gordon's own book, the most interesting record of a memorable and
fatal siege.~—Dublin Fresman,
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