
THE CATHOLIC CLAIMS.
Thb following is taken from the Evening Star's report of a debateeventn -a

"V"
V DuaedinParliamentary Union on Saturday

Mr F. W. Petre said that befora any amendment of the Act wasTn?u h
qUe \°n °J ard tO Bch0°l8other than Government schoolsshould be considered. Itwasa well-known fact,and one which wasclearly demonstratedin1883,beforetheCommissionwhich sat in Wei!hngton, that there were a large number of children being educatedin this Colony at the expense of a particular body of people itwas well known that theCatholicsof this Colony wereat the pro.sent moment educating something like 7,500 children in schoolswhich wouldcompare favourably with the Goverqment schools, andthey had tbis advantage-that in them conscientious training was

STnfi'nnT a,!te£ Uor\ to;/he cost of these schools up to 1883 was£156,000. whichincluded not only the cost of buildings, but the costof purchase of sites; and the approximate cost of conducting theschools was at the rate of £2,120 a-year,or £3 15s a-head Thiawas cheaper thin therue at which children were educated"in theGovernmentschools. The Catholicshad challenged theGovernmentromtime to tim- to prove that the education given was quiteup tothe mark and therehadbeen a few inspectionswith very lavourableresults The statement that ,he denomiuatioualsystem of educationwas inferior to the Government was without the sl.ghtest foundationThe reports of the EducationDepartments in England and Canadaand India proved the reverse. The education given in thedenomina*tional schools of riot only Catholics, but Protestants, was in everywaysatisfactory, and did not suffer by comparison with that g.venin Board schools. Out of the Colony's populationof 500,000, 70 000were Catholics, and m spite of the many drawbacks which theyaboured under they had establishad excellent schools. In juStheir views ought to be considered, and it was a disgrace to theColony that session after session of Parliament, when their petitionswere sent to the House they were throwninto the wastepape?basket-(A voice:"No.") IheO >maiision whichhadsat to take evidencewas. composed of rabid opponents of any recognition of Caihoheclaims, and whena lot of unques loaable ev.deacehad been takenitwas proposed not to print it. He would move as an amendmentThat provision be made for aiding other schools thanGovernmentschools under Government inspection."
,

t
r- L-

Stanford seconded the amendment He consideredthat the Education D.pa.tment was tbe most difficult one that [heGovernment hat tomanage, and that privateschools were Ux moreUkdy to achieve the best retults. Mr. White ehould have provedthat the question ot education was entirely a political one Hebelieved that ,f a poll of the population of the Colony could betaken it would be lound that there wasa distinct majority aiainstthe preset 8}Btem.-CNo.") He advocated the '"pa/mem byresults system which would relieve the Colony of a great portionof is present burden, and tap those gracious springs of privategkxlwill andliberality which were alwayschocked anddried "n"soonas the btatestepped iv with its withering touch.
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thing which enhances all these andsurpass*,all in ourestimation v,z. the gentle blending of Christian virtues with thehighest cultivation of natural talent.
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Oble work' a work which implies a greatamount of patience, abnegation and za*!, wihout any hon^ofearthly reward except that which the conscientious, discharge of£r, CUreß,;/Km°f thanktu!ly entrust to your care-not ourSI7Sl 7S ■

th!Kminds
-

the h«arts, and the souls of ourchildren, fully cmscious that you will show a mother's car* and lovefhlword ' 70U WiU 6dUCate them m the true sense of

Nt th*°A T "C01"01" like almost allthe others GovernmentsfLtnf ,,WW° Uld haV6 U8 Bend our children to ready prepared
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the great secret the motive power of our endeavoursto build andmaintain our Catholic Schools. We love our childrenand earnestly
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ttain k,^ hifi<>Bt de?ree° f £rrtejh,7h,7wIU be enabled to fill their honourableplacein societyvfno^Tfw\WS t0
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Bee them v^tuouschildren We are con-vince. that the godless State schools are not institutions in which"~" â°dandChrißtian education can be imparted to ourchil-dren. Why cannot our fellow colonists see the injustice of obli^ino-ns to support schools for their children from which we can derive no
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uSißterßl again wißb i°S?y°u a most hearty"STouV^o^rvts;66 oursel7t8'oqbehaif of the con^a-
"Jos. Ward."Thos. Hedwood.
"A. Casey."
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0,?6,?B^,^ M3rcy from the Catholic childrenof Blenheim,read by Miss Ellen Leahy :—
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We. the undersigned,>haf,of the ch,ldren, assemble around you on this
mtw ?" Pp°P»t»ou 8 morning to off,r you our humbleIhltgrr,e
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thls y°«r first appearance amongst us, topay you

love "\?°^?° ar yy°UnR anfl tend"r heartß> aff■ctions.eJteem,love, andgrat.tude onso important and joyfulan occasion. For to'tr'Z? greata?d
f

fe*tive d^ for us all. We hail, thcefore, yo°rarnval inour midst. Your oresence to-dayis the forerunner of peiceand happ.ness; accordingv wo b.d you, dear S.sters, a thousand
ofSd rrp'Si'tt .cc?.

cc?* mi}l°J<MW' we salute you as the shepherdsof old greeted their "Guiding Star." The ol.ve branch wasnot morewelcome toNoe and his family in the ark than you are he,, to-d v
to von forrh'9'nCere 7thmk yy° U'ada''d Bhall BVer fL'el deeP^ "debted?n2Jr?r "OUr' the n°ble sacri^eß you have made in
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tbelesß theyare earnest, pure, sincere,and lovinß. Do Sisters, please, accept them as a token andmarkof filial respect from your future chil iren. We group around you

minrf«l h
babesatthe feet °* thdr mothers, full of confidence,Xl rel
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e WUh greafc veneration foi the fond Sisterswt>o will h-lp inmoulding and forming our future destiny. We fednow all our t.mid>ty. bashfulne^, -md nervousness disappear as we

Lord JiT'l^»bl"|>d-el.'-denyingform, gentle hand-ma.ds of the
iov h',2 chasLe\an/1 chantab'e.Ladies tair, a celeafal ray of holy
world n?o°" y°w

° y countenanf-« 8.y«« look like st.ang.r, to thisworld of cw. We appear to prejudge you, pardon us tor domo- sobut we imag,nea heavenly charm spreads itself wherever youg.,'feature "7aP'>arentlv sett"'« on yoar calm and self. >o«essVSn.T " tOe ?PPy,
°Ur lot) and ?rea» indeed our privilege in
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dWeil in BlliDheira> to *'■our second mothers, aad
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°U>'' 1!1 ° r(ler t0 be Under tbe Postering c,ire of therhorm'^h'i1 > V get
f\solld and BOund instruction, as well as awatW ,k,

k:iovvl"d-c of tho art^ a°d sciences. Yes, last night woTour cm
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beams b"?bt- Last we dreSmt ofyour Commg. Xbur name has become a household word,— the ionicGoTir;nVerSaw°Q b
r
y day and ourdreaQi3by night. To-day, thinks to«od, it is a reality. Ims morn.ng we longed tosee the sun mount lull,aaie and valley inorler, as it were, to hasten your adventamountus. We are delighted, we are overjoyed to see you. We are quueconac.ousof the permanentgreat blessing you will be to the localityWe hope those few kind sentiments from us shall softe.i down thenature pain you m-JHt h.ive expedenced in breaking up your homein Wellington, m separating fiom your dear companions there itireligion, in severing as n were, those bonds of sisterhood, thos-sacred ties of high and holy aspirations and charity. Besides tbemanifold blessings of education, we have another great consolatio.ibefore our minds, ami it ih this— should the hand of Providence b-pleaded to afflict us, thm indeed weknow you will visit us, smoothdownour lowlypillow,easeour bed of sickness dropa word of balmyhopeinto our breasts, to cheer us on our way. For the future we caahearyour gemle ire id, soft as angels footsteps. Finally we pledgeourselves to you,as faithful, and respectful, and obedient childrenOnce more we welcomeyou to Blenheim,and wish you,dear Sisters'long and happy days in our midst, and shall ever remain yourdutifulanddevoted children inChrist.

It is announced that the Queen has granted four pensions of £50aye.reachto the Misses Power, of Memon-squaref sisters of thelate Frank Power, whose tragical endin the Soudan isstill fresh inthe oubhc memory. Mr. Power was for some time amember of thestaff of ibis journal, and few Pressmen were belt rknown in DublinWben Edmund O Donovan set out on what unhappily proved to b«the last of Ins adventurous missions as a war correspondent he wa.accompanied by Power. ODonovan left Khartonoi with Hiok!Paaha d army, which was subsequently annihilated so utterly thatnot a single ma., survive.! to tell the tale of the catastrophe thatbef-11 it and Power escaped the general diuuter through beioi £eufeebledby ill.ie*. that he was un.ble to advance with the trouWIn t»e siege of Khartoum he played an important part, and uSonly when th, defence of the city was drawing to a cloae that hiattempted with Colonel Stewart to make good his way down th!Nile. A few days moreand the safety of the travellers would havebeen assured, but their steamer was wrecked and they themselva.slain. Mr. Power s lettersto his mother andsisters make, next toGordona own book, the most interestingrecord of amemorableandfatal siege.
—

Dublin Freeman,.

Friday,September 11. 1885. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
Signed on behalf of our companions.

'"kllbnLbaht,
"BWDGEr MlH«B."Louisa. Mcrhhy. 'a"Kate D"fft. "Z*"ZOB BHSDMOND." l~"jAt6.30 p.m., solemn vespers took place, daring which a secondsermon waspreached by the Very Rev: Father sJLeaa onJh" true£££' riQg "bat^U/ .h.

haPPine"Pme" ber« «d hereafter consists inknown? anI servmgOod in spirit and in truth, and that from thewant of it follow an innumerable train of human miseries, snehwmurders, suicides, persecutions, tyranny, and all sorts of crimes?that true religion makes men better, more virtuous, good citizens«ood member, of society ani gooi, edifying fairs'Ed mothe"'and therefore that education must ba founded and ropported byreligion to render it estimable; accordingly, Diderot himself arationalist, andmany others of r.he sameclass.would havehisShterinstructed in re igion in order to make her better; and that theultimate e«d of intellectual study should be to cause us or enable«to become more effective combatants in the great warfare whichnevercease* to be waged between good and evil? The rev! prelcherwas listened to with close attention by all. Father Lewfs wasagreeably surprised at the largesum that was realized -over £10?*or it must ba remembered that a month from this date £200 werefTmVoTi*30<°-' &n/ £12 °
C° lleCted b* Mother cVcefia hemlf

deb?n°n"Cathollc fnends
-
S° a great way in paying off the entire
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