
to be convened at an earlier date for consideration of such bill
exclusive, should his Excellency's Advisers see fit." In moving the
motion he alluded to the manifest bad results of the present foim of
Government. He said there was nodoubt that the pracicehad been
to get out of the colonial chest all they could, and the result had
been todestroy ihat self-reliance which should exist in a constitu-
tionally-governed country. No debate wasneeded on the ques'ioti.
They had the stern logic proclaimed from the housetops,that the
revenue was not keeping pace with the expenditure, He didnot
blame any Government for the present state of things. It was the
system that was at fault, and from this House downwirds everyone
was in whatmightbcalled a fool's paradise. Under this sysrem no
public work,however important, could be undertaken, except with
a yiew to its locality, and men were g laged us stitesm'n by their
capacity to take back spoils to their constituents. A. very great
reduction could be effectedin the expenditure. If tnis system was
continued they would end in what the Americans calle Iau"

eternal
smash." Such a commission as he wi->hed to be appointed could
detail a scheme which wouldcommend itself to the Hoase and the
Colony,and he held that it wouldnot affect the community of the
people,but if that were found unavoidable, then he wouldsay of
two evils choose the least. Mr. Pyke had no doubt but that
&b years advanced the two islands would drift farther and
farther apirt. Not geographically ;he did not mean that, but in
feeling. It was seen now by the bill which came before the
Houß3 that the interests of the two islands were not idt nlical.
'P'he latest instance of ihat occurrel on y on the previous evening
wnen the South Island snpportc1tie Gold Duty AbolitionBill which
was thrown out by ths North Island members. But there were
worse troubles than that. There were two parties in the House

—
a

Northern ani a Soulhern party. The Hon. R. Stout said he had
neverbeen an advocate for separation. He expressed his surprise at
the hon.member bringing forward his motion now. He did not think
aRoyal Commission woulddo any good. The gentlemen compjsmg
it would be certain tobe biassed either one way or the other. The
matter could be discussed as an abstract question at another time
At the present he did not think it was possible to adopt separation in
view of the position of the Colony. Captain,Russell moveda funher
amendment to the t fleet that in the opinion of theHouse it is desu-
able that the nnb'ic works expenditure be reduced by a sum of nit
less than £500,000 J.He disclaimed any party spirit in making the
motion, and said he should not go into any details. Heaid not blarae
the present Government any more than the late Government for tl,e
present position of thi> Colony, but he considered thit the Coloni d
Treasurer when in 1876 he hail brought downhis PublicWork? scheme
was the Frankenstein of the Colony. He held that the House ought
to endeavour at once to reduce or do away with borrowing. His
only object was to put the Government in the position of having to
reduce their expenditureby the amount he mentioned in hi-, amend-
ment. With regaid to insular separation, he did not think it was
advisable and as perhaps the oldest, colonist in the House bestrongly
dissappovedof'that proposal. He pointed outthelaige reduction which
had'iakenplacein the railway returns, which wasnow more than1 per
cent, less than it was 14 yearsago. One good thing in the reduction
of boriowing would be that propciiy would come to its proper value.
He pointed to ihe late fall of the wool market, and a^ked whether,
in view of all ttu se facts, it wasnot advisable that they should reduce
their expenditure untila more successful season. It had not been
shown,"he contended, that any of the large works pioposed were
necess/ry. The Hon. E. Richardson said tne liabilities on tne Ist
August last were £1,912 000, and it should beremembered that muiy
of these liabilities extendedover aperiodof two or thrci ye irs. The
expenditure for the year,itwas anticipated, would be withina million
and a quarter. If the vote was reduce ias buggesied, it would mean
a decrease in roads and inpublic buildings. Considerable iiduetious
might be made in the Railway Estimatesou various lines to the extent
of about £400,000. If themotion of the (hon. member was earned,
the vote for roa Is must also share in the reductions, which would also
have to bemadein variousothervotes. Hepointedout thatthe effecthof
such amotion as that of the hon. member being earned wouldbe very
disastrous. Mr.Macandrew's motion wasputand loston the voices. (>u
the question that Captain Russill's amendment be carried, Maj >r
Atkinson said he wasglad to hear the .Minister say that, the Govern
ment wasprepared to accept the motion. The Hon. E. Kichardbon
"aid he had indicated the direction in which reductions could be
made, and if the motion was earned he would move to that end.
The Hon K. Stout said the Government were not gjing to buppurt
the reductions. They would vote against them. Mr. Buchanan
moved the adjournment of th'1 deb ite,iwhich wasagreed to.

Alluding to Mount Ciiffel, th" Wan ik* conesp.indent of the
Daily Times writes as follows

— Ionce againsay to all intending
c<im< rs: Be advised, men, anIwait a few weeus yet. Snow fell
heavily more thin once during the past week, and therei9fully a
foot of it lying about the maindiggn gs now. The cold is feirful.
There is no rirewooi. No store is fin shed yet,and no provision-!
thatIhaveheard ot areon the top. HusDiind \our resouices. an 1
you will then have funds to nrcspect the country. Wait till fine
weather sets in, and provisions areon the field, and ever, needful
at hand, then when you make your raid on Criifel you can riddle her
as you haveriddled many a field inda_\s ot yore,and may every true
digger go inand win. Should anything of a startling nature occur
at any time Ishall wire you. None but men possessed of patience,
endurance, energy, and stamina need come here.

At Monday'" wool auctions 11,600 bales wer« catalogue1. Th
market was weak, prices generally ruling Idto I^l lowei, while all
descriptionsof inferior ami faulty wools >vere tally 2d below la«t
sales.

The negotiations between the German and Spanish Governments
on the questionof the Caroline Islands are being conducted in an
amicable spirit, Germany having offered t > relinquish possession of
the island of Yap (or Uup), if it can be proved tuat the Spaniards
previouslyoccupied the island. Itis generally expected a peaceful
settlement will beam Uat
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Cholera i.s again spreading in the south of France, and it has
made it* appearance in the district of Herault.

Thursday.

In the Honse af Representatives yesterday, Mr. Buchanan
ie-umed the debate on Captain Rußsell's motion, "

That ia the
opinionof this House the Government should reduce the Estimates
of Public Works expenditureby a sum of no less than £500,000,"
and Mr. Moss' amendment, "That the estimates having been passed
without a diminution in theburdens imposedupon the people, this
House does not consider itadvisable to suddenly stop public works
already in progress,but requests the Government to take such mea-
sures as may be necessary during the recess, and bring them down
at an earlyperiodnext session." He pointedout the critical condi-
tion of the Colony, and contended that the Treasurer had failed to
relieve it fr<>m such a position. He hoped the amendment of the
member for Hiwke's Bay wouldbe carried by a large majority.

An immense anddistinguished audience assembled to hear Mr.
George Augustus Sala at Auckland last night, although only 24 hours'
notici of the lecture wasgiven. For more than two hours, without
reference tobook or note, the great journalist gavea most graphic
description of the Russian Empire, concluding with his opioioaas
to the probability of war between England and Russia. He held his
audience from first to last. Great regreti9expressedthat Mr. Sala
cannot prolong his stay. He leaves lor Wellington, andonhis way
back to Melbourne will lecture in Tasmania. Mr.Sala was enter-
tainedat the Northern Clubwithaselect party by Mr.B. C. M'Millan.
He made a speech referring tohis colonial impressions.

It isbelievedthat the Emperor William will abandonall designs
on the Caroline Islands, providedthe Spanish Government caneffec-
tively prove their claim over them. In consequenceof thepacific atti-
tude displayed by Germany in the matter, public feeling ia becoming
morecalm in M idrid.

The RightHon. Joseph Chamberlain, addressing a publicmeet-
ing at Wai lington on Tuesday night, stated that he rejected the
demands made by Mr.Parnell, and expresseda hope that the Whig
party would accept the programme of the Radicals, as otherwise
they wouldbe compelled to partcompany.

AWARDS TO THE CHRISTIAN BROTHERS.

The educational jury of theNew Orleans Exposition, of which ex-
Gov. J. \V. Hoyt, of Wyoming, was chairman, made sixty-seven
awards to the schools of the Christian Brothers, as follows:One
granddiploma of honour, highest award, to the Society of Christian
Brothers of the United States for collective educational exhibits;
twelve diplomas of honour, highest awaids to individual institutions,
or indi\idual college or high school exhibits, including onetjBrother
Al xis for superior appliancesfor teachinggeography and one to the
Sojiety of Chii»tian Brotheis for plaster casts,charts and a series of
copy-books for teaching drawing;eighteen diplomas, including one
to tne Brotlkr professor of bo any at St. Joseph's Normal College,
Amawalk, N.Y., for collections of plantsand woods formed by him
and his students for themuseum, and one to the Brother professor of
mathematics at De La Salle Institute,New York city, for album of
development of solids ;seven certificates of merit, and twenty-nine
luiiourible rnenuons.

Am ng otheis we note the following awards :— Diplomas of
honour :Normal Institute, Ammendale, Md.— Literacy works, astro-
nomical chaits, linear diawings, studies, etc.; Rock Hill College,
KlhcottCity,Md.— Students' work,linearaidarchitectural drawings.
Uiplomas:St Josephs Academy, Baltimore, Md.— Students' woik
and phonography ; St I'utir's School, Baltimore, Md.— Pupil's work,
and linear and free-band drawing. Honourable mentions : St.
Viuceut s School, Baltimore, Md.— Pupil's work; Immaculate Cou-
ceptiou School, Baltimoie, Md.— Pupil's work; St. Alphonsus'
School, Baltimore, Md.

—
Pupil's work; St, John's Collegiate Insti-

tute, Washington, D.C— Pupil's woik and drawings ; St. John's
-'ehool. Baltunoie, Md.— Pupil's woik.
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Kidney and urinary troubles are universal, and theonly safe and
sine cure is. American Hop Bitters— lely on it. Read.

Ihere apam come3from the Highlands the cry of '" open and
organihtd aquation" fur nfoim of the land laws. And this ia
di-ti icts w l.» ["_; it was thought landlord influence would intimidate
the crofters from speaking out ! The fact is, the land agitation in
Scotltnd has not yet reallybegun.

—
Nation.

some months ago we had occasion to hay a word or two on the
subject of Volapuk, the newly invented universal language, whose
»xi->tenco is due to the ingenuity of a Swiss Catholic priest, the Hey.
lierr Seleyer, of Li zelsienen. Since then the progressmade by this
latest Attempt '■ to come fOlf01tb from the second general curee
wmch vva^the cmfu-ion of tongues" has been so consideiable as to
warrant our letuuuag to the subject once more. Volapuk, which
word in the Volapuk tongue biguities Woi ld-Speech, has called into
existence numerous Volapukbocieties in various parts of the Conti-
nent of Europe;there being no fewer than 20 of them in Holland
alone. Nuwspapeis and reviews have beenpublished in it, and there
aro Volapukgrammars inmore th.m 18 languages. In Paris a chair
of Volapuk Las been p-aablisbed in the Kcole des Hautes Etudes
(Jommerciales. It has numerous enthusiastic supporters, some of
them being persons of distinction, who believe that Volapuk is
ilestincd tobecome the common Language of humanity in thefutuie.
la short, it is the most serious attemp hitherto made towards the
establishmentof a universal tongue, and it it does not succeed it
may be cmfidently orudicted thatno other will. To be sure, it has
a nval,"Pasihngus,

"
;but the admireis of Volapuk look withscorn

up >n the later, >\hich tiny deem utterly incipabie of ever sup-
pla iting the newly-born language of their choice. "Pasilingua" is
nothing better man a juniole of a number of already existing
Kurupuau languages, ani one would need to know at least five of
theminorder to understandit.— Bombay Catholic Examiner.


