
PRESENTATION TO MR. JAMES CREAGH.
AT theusual fortnightly meeting of the Greymouth branch of theIrish National League, held at St. Joseph's schoolroom on SundayAugust 16.— Mr. J O'Brien, president, inthechair-after transactingthe ordinary businths, the pievident, on behalf of the subscriberspresented Mr. Jas. Cre<gh, hon. secretary, with a very handsomegold locket and guard (Imm the fiim of F. C. Dupre,Esq.). Thelocket bore the following inscription,which washandsomely executedandartistically arranged:

"
Presented by the members of the Grey-mouthbranch Iri-h National League to Mr. Jas. Creagh, hon. secMarch 17. 1885." He was aNo pie^ented with anaddiess. The presi-dent spokefur a considerable time of the good done by Mr. Creagh

towards the National cause. He said the West Coast was noted forgood Irishmen who made great sacnfices for their country, but hedoabted if any other man on the Uo^st bad done so much good ormade greater sacrifices for the land they all loved so well as MrCreagh. He kept the Gje^mouth branch together by his untiringlabour and stric attention to business. During the four years thebranch was inexistence he wasn. ver absent from a single meeting.Correspondence, which at ti-nes waß very heavy, he never neglected'and when his d *y"x labour wIS over he ofteuhad a dozea letters toanswer,instead of taking thehealthy recreation which was necessarytogive him new vigour to cany on his wo^k. He (the president)
did not know another young man,or oldman either, who woulddoit; Mr. Creaah had to do it scores of times. He was sorry thepresentation was not more valuable, but. considering the numerouscalls that were on themibsciibers' purses, it was very creditable tothem. He (the pr> sident) hopedthat the dawnof Ireland's indepen-
dence was breaking, and,an everyoneknew, that dawn precedes theday. He confidently hoped that that glorious day for which thegreatest andnoblest of theimce had suffeied and died was not fardistant. It was the duty, then, of every man who deserved thename of Irishman to stick to the Irish National L ague until thehappy day arrives that pms an end toSaxon misrule. ThenIrelandwill stand forth

Great,glorious,and free.First flowerof theearth, first
Gem of thesea.

He wished Mr. Creagh ahappy future, and hoped he would alwayskeep the "token
"

asa reminder of the esteem in which he washeldbyhis fellow-1.aguero. The president then read the address.Mr. Creagh in replying was visibly affected. He said this pre-sentation was qniieunexpectedon his part. Had he known that asubscription wasstarted for that purpose he should have put a stoptoit. when he undertook the duties of secretary he expectedno feeor reward. It was tohim a labour of love,and he only regrettedthathe could not devotem re of hie 'ime to try even in a email way tobenefithis country. What aftei all were the sacrifices he made com-pared with the sufferings endured by the members of the IrisnNational League at home? Nothing whatever. When men, thevery flower and pride of Ireland, Buch as Parnell, Davitt, DillonHarrington, Redmond,and scores of othersequally as good were triedlike felons and sent to piisou to sleep on plankbeds; when Patrickflgan had to fly rhe country with the funds of the League lest theEnglish Government sb< uld rob them,andseek an asylum inFrance "
such men asthose it is that makesacrifices for their country's sake

Mh.John Dillon'saddress to thepeople whoreceivedhim withsucheuthus-ia«m in Dublin on his return, was the following .- — Men ofDublin and fetlow-countrymen
—
Icannot find auy words to exprewto you how deeply Ifeel themore that)kind, t .cundesem d weicome(Liud cries ot "No

"
and cheer-*) with wb cti you have welcomed mebick to the oldcountry, which you andIareproud to call our nativeUud (cheers). Ifeel itall the mor- deepiy t ian1can tell. Ifeelitall the more because nothing coulIhave happened to me moreunexpected,coming back as Idid wrhout m any way announcingmy arrival,after three years in which Ihad wandered in lands faraway from that old country iv which we stand io-nigut. Andalthough, like many another liisnman, banished by one cause oranother to remote parts of the surf Co ot ih>: c irtu, my interest nevers,ackened in the fortunes of the party who were struggling to raisethis old couutiy toher onceproud position (cheeiv)

— -
A Voice— Parnell (renewedcheering).
Mr. Dillon— Yet, through circums.am.es which were irresistibletome Ihad for three long years giveu theaj noh ip m that struggle.A Voice— You will again (mudaud cnunied applaus.-).
Mr. Dillon— AndIhad noidea that the memuieaof mycountry-men would pioveso long as to ttjinkot tneolddajs wh«.n 1was able

to stand shoulder to shoulder (cheus) wuh Parnell and with Uavitt(cheers),and with the other men woo hive earnedmi ibe htrugglewith unflinching vigour and undaunted couiige, while Iwas con-
demned to idleness in a foreign land. Iteel, fellow-citizens, at alosa— utterly at a loss— to know what to say 10 jou heie to-night,because Iwill notspeak toyou on Irishpolitics and tor this leasonthat Ihaveall my life abstained from criticising tnedeeds and words
ot men who aie bearing the bruut of the batue. Ibelieve that noman is eutitled to criticise them who is not doing anj work himself(cheers). One thing there is on which 1 cati cuugiatulate you, andthat is the enormous triumph which hrn carrieO tue renownot a small
partyof Irishmembers and of the Irish people all tnrough ttiat great
country where Ihaverecendy lived,and that is tue taumph whichdrove Mr. Gladstone from < ffi c (cheer,-).

A Voice— And Spencer and Bucksuot (loud boos and hisses).Mr. Dillon— Anddrove Eail Bp.uo-r lioin the Ca&tle (renewedbooing). The last time tbat Istood in this hotel it was to see this
street lined by military and police ;it was to hear ihe measured
tramp of cavalry who had come to clear the «tr<.ets at t~e older ofFurster (gioans), and to inaugurate a policy wmeh. aver truce vearaof stiuggle, the Irish people struck down by the vote of the "othernight. Men of Dublin, those siraugeis wuo ouuie lroin a distant
country

A Von c—Youe
—

You arenostranger
Mr. Dillon— Well,Iam uoi ex^oily a etranger. butwe who havebeen absent from this couutry for thre^ yi-ara s^e and notice moreclear.y the vast changes which havebeen wiou^ht witniu tnose threeyears. And when Irecall the opening days of the Ct lines Act, when

noman's liberty was his own tor a single iiay, and whenIhavewatched— as Ihave watched from the pctptrs, though in a lonely
pait of Amtrica

—
whenIhave watched tn« p.tieut, Sdgicious, andlong-enduring struggle which theInsb ineuibeis have waged on theCrimes Act, and wnen Isee the cruwnu.g victory by which theGovernment, who passed that Act weru went >o ruin (cheers)

—
Isay

to myself, andIsaid to the Irisb people in Aunri^a whirever 1metthem, ''If Parnell can do that with 39 men, ani wuhvery liule
means at his control, send him eighty men and scud him means, and
the liberty of Ireland will be in our hands

'(cheer*). 'ihe Irish
people in America believe that this victory over the coercion Govern-
ment has been one of the greatest uiuti.pi.a in the past history ofIreland, and that when ihe hour cornea tnat an oppoituuity will be
given to the ma.hood ot Ireland wtio are now enfranchised toproclaim their opinion on the question < f meir ireedom, believe me
whenItell you that theIrishmanhood of Aoier.ca— that outnumbers
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Theyought to be a bright example to us, for nogreat glory waseveryet attained without corresponding sacrifices. Mr. Cr agh the"thanked the members for their sim.l mark of respect, and said hewouldalways treasure their gift not on account ot its intnnsic value,butas a memento of the affectionandconfidence that existed betweenhimself and the members of the I.N.L.The followingis the addiess:—"
To Mr. J. Creagh, Hon. Sec. ot the Greymouth Branch of theIrish

( National League.
Dear SJr'-From the establishment of the GreymouthBranchoi tne Irish National League to the piesent tune you have ina trulypatrioticspirit gratuitously performed all the literary woik in con-nection therewith, which was rendered conside.ably more arduousthanit would haveordinarily beenbath t>y the visit to this .own ofthatdistinguished young Irishman Mr. W. X Kedmond, i.P.and byyour own removal to Bruunerton,a removal that n.cexsitated a jour-ney on your part of sixteen miles. very alternate week so as to bepresent at the m.-eting of the league hel iin Greym-m h. It is noexaggeration to say that inall respects you hive s ttisfactorily dis-cna.ged the duties devolving upon you. Without your ever ready

assistance theorganisation couldnot,insobriefaperiod,haveattainedtne position that it now occupies, numbering among its membersmany ot the moit influential gentlemen ot everydenomination iv thisdistrict Therefore, inorder to give practical eff -ct t " their appreci-ationof your efforts in behalf of the Irish Natt .nal League, themembers of the Greymouth Branch desire you to accept tne accom-
panyingtestimonial and earnestly pray that you mty live long toenjoy it and to continue the petforuaanceof the duties connectedwith your office."

Onbehalf of the subscribers, faithfully yours,
"Jas.O'Bhien1,President. J. MoLOtfKY.M.Moloney, Vice-President. K. Lodghc.

M. Riokdan,Treasurer. Thus. P. O'D )NNBLL.W. Heffjsrnan. m. Phillips.

MR. DILLON IN DUBLIN.

The 15th of August last marked an epoch in the history of theConventof All Saints h"re, for on that day two young ladies, thefirst local recruits, joined the convent as postulants. One of theyoung ladies, Mi is Mien Shcedy, is the third daughter of a well-known and much-reacted townsman, Mr.D. Sheedy, andhad beena pupil of B. Mars 'B School since the convent was established untilshe entered it. She is about 17 years of age,and with truth it maybe said of her that her voicehas been the blestinterpreter of thoughtsas pure as virgin wells whereDian takes delight or fairies dip theirchangelings, andshe cannotbut prove nnornameut tothe institutionThisi is the first marriage, if it may be so called, of Mr. Bheedy'sfamily,and that all future mairiag-s may be ashappy as this one isthe fervent wish of many. The other youne lady, Miss MarionTaylor,has all throughher career given evidence of the possessionof all the qualities necessary for the conventual life. May theybothcontinue to wax strong in their faith and love for Christ andafter a long and v eful life of piety here, be transported to' thoserealmsof blis«, there to receive the virgin's crown of immortality.Ourold butpr< tty church is becoming rathersmall for therapid'ly-
mcreasingcongregation,consequent on the mfiux of labourers for themany important woiks inaugurated by the Haibour Board; so thatthe erection at an early date of a nrore commodious structure is incontemplation. Mr. Martin Kennedy has offerui to supply ;uhisown expense, all the bricks and lime necessary for a new brickbuilding. This munificent donation of something approaching£1000 is wot thy the generosity of the donor, and he sets a nobleexampleto the wealthy members of the Carholic Church in otherdistrict-. Mr. Kennedy's libeiality to the Church has not suddenlydeveloped itself. He has for years contributed, both publicly aidprivately,largesums of money to v.irious object", and in this caseat least, wealth has been given to one who is"inall respects deserving
of it. May that wealth increase

Our Church Committee, with a commendable foresight, haslatelymade apun-ban-, the value of which will be fully estimatedby after g.Derations only. It has bicme possessed . f Mr HWilliams's intetest, for the hum of £1000, in a large aiea ..f tut-most valuable propnty in the town. The land adjoins the c .nv<-ntand there are seveial substantial residences — including that of theMayor— erected thereon. By this prudent transaction thecommitteewill be able to enc-t the new cuurch in clos.j proximity to the con-
vent and presbytery.

Qoivis

19


