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more or less coarsa, With all its faults the Church of Eng-
land preserves among its members a spirit of reverence and
gravity, and is a medium of refinement in religion. Cardinal
Manning, for example, can still remember with affestion the
church of his native parish, aud ean reeall with pleasure his
early studies aa an Anglican of Holy Writ., If this Church with
ita ministry were swept away, then, or what would in the long ran
coma to pretty much ihe same thing, if it ware cast for su pport upon
& people uoaccustomed to the voluntary sustenance of religion, a
downward step would be taken, and an influence that, on the whole,
and everything being considered and allowed for, tends rather
towards wtat is good woald be undermined. The way of infidelity
would be made still broader at once, or those sects whose very exis-
tence depends on the coarsenesa and want of culture of their adheronts
would be strengthened for a time, until the march of civilisation
mude it; no looger possible for them to retain their followers.—Cer-
tain arguments, nevertheless, that bave been urged for the preserva.
tion of the Established Church do but betray the canse they advocate
and bring out into relief the faults that distinguish this Church above
all other gects, We find, for example, the very want of unity—tbat
characteristic that. is so distinguishing a note of the Church of ( hrist
—~the very one at sight of which the unbelieving world should be
converted—iwe find, that great want pleaded by the Bishop of Durham
the other day, s a reason for the mainienance of the Hstablishment,
“ The promoters of disestablish ment would supply them with the best
arguments,” he said, They called themselves Liberationists, and,
therefore, it must be assumed that their leading motive was libera-
Lion. But he would ask—what Church was more free already than
the Charch of England? What were the two tests of freedom ? They
surely were these~freedom of opinion and freedom of practical
development. The Church of England enjoyed both of thoss toa
very large extent, and be looked upon it as their glory eo long as
there was a loyal adherence to the main dootrines of Christianity
and a loyal and practical obedience to the Church, and so long as there
was agreat Iatitude of opinion allowed. The Church was a great gainer
from fhat freedom-—from the exigtence of s:bools of thonght—and
for the reason that ne man or school of mer was perfect all round,
and if they tried to expel one school of the Church, the Church must
be impoverished to that extent. “ But who shall distinguish as to
those “main doctrines of Chrisiianity,” or decide as o those doc-
trines that are indifferent or nnimportaut ?  Well, indeed, does
Allieg write as follows :—* Has the Anglican communion any one con-
gistent faith concerning the Catholic Church, and the sacramental
8ystem, which is in fact the applying of the Incarnation to the mys-
tical Body of Christ and the souls which belong to it] Who will
venture to say that it hne, asa whole ! I epeak not of this or that
party, Evangelical. Latitudinarian, or High Cburch, or the Oxford
movement, within it; but does tha Anglican Church as o nlole
deliver to men any beliof as to where the Catholic Church at thi]
moment is; whether the Roman is part of it or oot ; whether Presby -
teriuniom in Bcoiland is a branch of it or not; whether it is in-
fallible or not ; whether if General! Councils may err, the whole
Church may err, and teach falsehood for God’s truth. Eash indivi-
dual in the Aunglican Ohurch will have bis own answer, or none, npon
Lhesa questions, Yet all repeat: ‘I believe one Holy Catholic
Cbureh.' How can they believe what'they donotknow anything abont "'
and so, he goes on to say, it is with Tegard to Baptism, and the
Blessed Eucharist, and Penance, and the Apostolical Succession,
How, then, shall it be kuown by Aunglicans what are the * main doc.
trines of Christianity "? Are those only main doctrines upon which
all Anglicans agree—if any such there be—and is their agreement
the test by which the importance of the doctrines is to be judged—
Iofallibility being in this sgreement! Or how shall there he a
*loyal and practical obedience " to a Church that allows a  great
latitude of opinion,” and leaves every man to decide for himself ?
But still, perbaps, it should be easy to obey an authority that throws
iose the reins, and Iets & man wander as he will, Obedience, never-
theless, would seem to imply some sort of headship or control. Bat
this Bishop seems to glory in his Oburch's greatest shame, and to find
in the subordination of God to Caesar the reason for her eontinuance.
On the influence of worldly affairs also on the changes aad variations
of his Churchmen’s teaching he places much stress. But these are
epiritual gaides of at least & doubtful nature, * The freedom of
thonght was to a great extent due to the fact that the Church waa
established, The Church secured that freedom in two ways. Firsat,
the broad wgis of the law was held over all parties, and the trinm-
phant majority for the moment bad no power to oppress the minority,
Becondly, by the continued establishment the eclergy were brought
into contact with the mind of the mation, and were themselves put
in harmony with the wanifold and varied jnterestz of the nation
These two facts were a most valuable guerantee against narrowness,”
The thought of the Church regulated by tho laws of the temporal
power, and the teaching of the clerzy coloured by the interests of
the day. Here, indeed, i no Church choses ont of the world, but
one of the earth earthy, “This is its origin,” writes Allies again‘
“ thig is the Fprinciple on which it is built, the subjection of the
spiritual power to the civil in spiritusl {hinge, in Eaith, and in dis.

cipline, Ihonanam conati sunt facere coolesiam, They attempted
and they have succeeded. , . , Lat those who can puat their trust
in such s Ohurch and such an Episcopate, those who can feel their
eonld safe in such a system, work in it, think for it, write for it, pray
for it, and trust their souls in it N evertheless, as we have said, the
downfall of the English Establisbment would most probably, as
things ave, be a misfortune to the counfry—for, at least, whatever be
its fanits, and howscever great its inconsistencies and confusions,
even a * human Church * is to be preferred tolthe synagogue of Satan,
by which it would be replaced.

ARouBISHOP Croke has niterly horrified the London

DB, CBOKE  Spectator. The Spectator wants to know to what
CAUSES A the Church of Rome is coming at all, and to what
COMMOTION,

depths of degradation especially it ia destined to
¢ink in Ireland, He says the Archbishop ia con-
vincing the beretical world that some prelates of the Church have
renounced all connection with the teaching of the New Testament
84 to the respect due to the Jaw. But that is a little thing, for it
the beretical world has not from the first been fully perseaded that
all prelates of the Church were altogether asiray as to the whole
teaching of the New Testament what right, we should like to know,
has it to be a heretical world, or what excuse can it urge for its
posivion ? Let the Speetator however, speak for himsslf. He izallude
ing to the Archbishop’s addresses :—* The yare certainly pernicious
to the moral welfare of the people, and instractive only in showiog
our heretical world how entirely some prelates of the Church of
Rome in Ireland, bave broken free from the principles and precepts
of the New Testament om the subject of the respect @ne to the
admioistration of the law. Even in that address at Kingstown ia
which Arcbbishop Croke poured out the ficst fruits of his commun-
ingse with the head of the Oburch and declared himself by the way,
not the Church, ‘unchanged and unchangeable,’ his advice to the
people to avoid brea-hes of the law was put in this very sinster form,
—* You must be prepared not to put yourselves in the power,—in the
power of what are called the friends of law and order.’—He cannot
even recommend obedience to the law without telling an uneducated
crowd that the representatives of law, and order, are oaly so
‘regarded,’ and by implication at least that they are perfectly ab
liberty to regard them as anything but friends to that cause. This
is a broad hint from one who boasts that he is ‘unchanged and nn-

changeable * as to the interior attitude of Irishmen towaris the law,

& hint which is certainly very unlikely indeed to promote that outs

ward observance of law and order which he verhally enforces upon
Irishmen,”—But those who are called the friends of law and order
while they are engaged in carrying out the provisions ot an unjust
and brutal system of coercion may well be held up to the ssorn and
suspicion of the people, a grinding tyrauny being no where sanctioned
by the New lestament. As to the objection made that the Archbishop
had spoken of himself, and not the Church as nnchinged aid

unchangesble, he was hardly there for the purposs of teaching
& Catholic people their Catechism, But there is worse to coma.
“Then within a few days,” our contemporary gies on to say, **at
Fethard, Archbishop Croke receives abother address from a religious
confraternity,—the confraternity of the Bicred Heart of Jesus',—io
which he replies :—‘ 1f I were allowed to iairoduce anything profane
into this matter, I shonld say that confraternities are the Land
League of Heaven, Our National League was establisbed here to
break down the forces f a cruel and unjust wonopoly amongat
certain classes who dominated over this country for years, that is its
object and alm, Quor c nfraternities have a similar object and aim
for beaven, The object of the National Leagne is to fix she people
bappily on earth; the object of the confraternities is to give them
life and glory in heaven.™ “Ji is hardly pomsible,” comments the
Spevtator, “to imagine violent politics dragyred mors completely by
head and shoulders into the very heart of a religious subject than
in this speech. We never beard bafore that there was supposed to
be in the spirftual world a ‘ cruel and unjust monopoly ' of the * life
and glory of heaven,’”—Where then has our contemporary, the
Spectator, been stopping his ears all these years —that is so far as
the religions world is concerned? Has he not, indeed, heard of the
¥ Lord's elect”? or of those various sects that believe the Eingdom
to belong to themselves alone? Do they not monopolise it, and cruelly
a3 those whom they exclude may think? The Spectator, however,
forces mpon Dr. Croke’s words a meaning that the speaker did not
intend to give them, and he folly explained the semse in which he
made the comparison. Bub the Spectater is not particular as to
exactness, when he deals with one who does justice to the Fand
League, nor is he himse!f anxions to avoid calumny and falsehood
as i proved by his repeiting the old unproven and unproveabla
accueations regarding the Leagne. Here very respectable jouraalista
and others have taken a license that must probably be allowed tothem
but only in virtue of the barefaced manner in which they lie, and will
not refrain from lying. The true murder, however, is &till to come, and
all that the Archbishop has ao far said is cemparatively mare trifling:
“But much the woret and most actively mischievous of Archhishop
Croke's addressen in that delivered at Bansha last week, in answer to



