
What theyare todo w'th Irelandshortof granting
the independence that her people demand seems
now to be tbe puzzle of all political parties in

GreatBritain.
—

RepresentativeConservativesare coming forward to
denounce Dublin Castle as tbe remaining strongholdof Whig as*
cendancy, nowthat the Church Establishment which was the other
strongholdhasbeenremoved,and they pointto the curious inconsis-
tency betweenthemanner in which the conquests of King William
111havebeen regardedinEngland andIrelandrespectively,

—
in the

onecountrybeing lookedupon,as thetriumph of the Whigs, and in
theother as thatof the Tories. Mr.Howortha representativeCon*
servative who writes to the Times giving such aview of the matter,
ina letter that is made the subject of a leader,denouncesthe Castle
as appealing to the outside worldtobe a "nest of sinecurists out of
Bynopatby with tbe Irishpeople,andmost unlikely to make Ireland
either happierormore united,"and he adds, "Letit goand let its
namebe forgotten." The Timespointsoat. however,that the aboli-
tionof theCastleis not a new idea, but that a bill for such an
object was brought into Parliamentby LordJohn Russell in 1850,—

andbe agreeswith Lord Johnthat theLord Lieutenant occupiesa
most anomalous position.

—
"Tbe main argument," he continues," against tbe change is that usedby the Duke of Wellington, in a

debate which took place in the same session in the House of
Lords. He strongly opposed the abolitionof tbe Viceroyalty, on the
ground that, Irelandbeing frequently the scene of important mili-
tary operations,it was necessary for tbe military authoritiesto be
able to confer with acivil authorityof greatdigaity and unimpeach-
able loyalty. He could not, he said, as Commander-in-Chief, be
expectedto confer with such a manas Mr. O'Connell, if he hap-
penedtobeLordMayorof Dublin."

—
The impossibility,nevertheless,

that tbe Commander-in-Chief snould confer with such a man as
Mr. O'Connell, since the Duke of Wellington's time,is lookedupon
as less complete.

—
But with the abolitionof the Castle and the

establishmentof a proper systemof Government, the necessity for
the carryingonof importantmilitary operationsof the kindalluded
to,and at variance with themind of the chief magistrateof the
metropolis,wouldbeobviatedandallthedifficultyremoved.TheTimes*
however, deesnot contemplate achange of this satisfactory nature

IT is not only CardinalManning, however, who is
looking forward towardsthe effect tobe produced
on the religionof England by the extended fran-
chise whenithas been putintopractice. Cardinal

Manning hopes that thi effect maybe for the goodof the country,
and the support of Christianity

—
but a certain body of menare

alarmedlesta differentresultmayfollow. We alludetothemembers
of the Established Church, who feel some apprehension lest the
efforts that willcertainlybe made toinfluence thenewvotersagainst
the Establishmentmayprovesuccessful, anda majority pledged to
its destruction, be returned toParliament. Bat touching thedown*
fall of the Church of England, it is a matter that deserves the
considerationof othersbesides the members of that Church as to
whether it wouldnot in factproveamisfortune, and tend to bastes,
the decay of religion. We need hardly say that our sympathy for
the Church of England as a religious systemis verylittle. Insome
respects indeed, weconsider it the mostfaulty of all the Protestant
Sects, but, on the other hand, it has qualities that insomedegree
redeemit fromthese faults,and entitle it to thehighest esteem that
anyCatholic canbestow upona systemof religion thathe recognises
asfalse. Itundoubtedly occupiesapositionin England, that, were
it lost,wouldbealmost certainly taken up by very much inferior
agencies, and it providesfor asteady, andcomparativelymoderate
teachingof Christian truths, that, failing its means, would either
cease to be taught, or would become the subject of a teaching
possibly grotesque and outrageous, and certainly exaggerated and
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andphysical interestsitis of moreimportancetothenational welfare
that the transmissible qualities of the race should not be
vitiated in those classes than in their social superiors.
Germany, according to the British Consul-General, is going
hard and fast to work to poison the stock at its root." Here
indeed, is a prety state of affairs narrated concerning the
enlightenedKingdom ofPrussia, and, whatis also very grave,a still
worsecondition of things is said toobtain in theequally respectable
kingdoms of Sweden and Denmark, for are they not all of them
countries of the Reformation, and basking in the Lutheran light?
The Times goes on to proposereasons for the excessive drinking—
Such as the wantof rationalamusement

—
the absence of temperance

societies— of which more anon
—

the want of proper food, etc.,
concluding as follows:—

"The claim madeis thatuneducatedminds'
are incapable of amusing themselves without artificial and
mechanicalassistance, that the existence of themasses of mankind
in Europe is bo sadand dull and starved,morally, mentally, and
materially, as tohe unable to proceed without intervals of virtual
negation."— Butit used tobeaffirmed that there werenouneducated
minds in Prussia,

—
The education,in fact, of the Prussian troops,

and those of Germany generally— was urged as a reason for the
success of theGerman arms in the warwith France— andif there was
nosuperiority of thekind,how dida drunkennationconquer a sober
one

—
for nooneaccuses Franceof drunkenness? Or is thereno hope

of trulyeducatedminds or of sobriety inthebest education thatitis
possibleto conferupon themasses,and such asitis generallyunder-
stood theGermanmasseshave longbeengiven1 Butas to that reason
put forward by the Times touching the want of temperancesocieties,
suchsocietieswith lecturers, the Gougbsand Boothes,andothers,are
numerous in the United States, and yet drunkenness there, with
all its frightful consequences,is still on the increase.

—
The following

statistics are borrowed by us from our contemporary the San
Francisco Monitor :—":

— "The reports of the United States Commis-
sioner of tbe Revenue shovr acontinual increase. For example,
accordingto the latest, that for the fiscal yearending June 30, 1884,
thetotal revenuefromdistilled spiritsamountedto 76,905,385,26,d015.
anincreaseover 1883 of 253,661,006,d015. From fermented liquors
thereceipts for 1884 were 18,084,954,11,d015., an increase over 1883
of 1,184,338.3©. The total production of distilled spirits the last
fiscal year was 75,435,739 gallons, anincrease over theproductionof
1883 of 1,422,431 gallons. The total production of fermented
liquors for the fiscal yearof1884 was 18,998,619 barrels,anincrease
over1883 of1,240,727 barrels. The number of distilleries operated
during 1884 was4,738 ; thenumber of brewers, 2,240." Meantime
Irish drunkenness fallsquite into theback-ground,and whileall these
highly respectable, progressive, and prosperous people aredrink-
ing awaylikefish,mendacity only canaccuse Irishdistresiofarising
from a like habit.

but wouldhavethe executivepowertaksnfrom theCastleexercisedby
a responsibleMinister of State who would fulfil all the requirements
demandedevenby a secondDuke of Wellington, should each a one
arise. The Times,moreover, sufficiently explains the changes that
he for hispart would sanction in thismatter by a defence of the
Irishpermanent officials whomhe tellsvs

—
are"Irishin birthand

Irish in feeling
"

it
— being the especial curse of every oppressed

nation tosee certain of itsown members placedin the seat of tb«
renegadeandfulfillingallits duties withardour

—
who,forexample so

warmin theservice ofRussia as Colonel Alikbanoff the Georgian1
But the Times adds that whatever the new authority may be, it
will probably be found thatthe samestaffof permanent officials,
that is of sinecorists out of sympathy with the people— as Mr,
Howorth says— is employedby it. Mr.Howorth, meantime,errs in
considering theseofficials as sinecurists, they have their duties to
perform, and, however varioustheir officesinname, their duties are
one, that is to piess upon the Lord Lieutenant andthe Chief Secre-
tary,as the SaturdayJtevietvinformedus theotherday, thenecessity
for misgoverning the country. Toretainthesemen in office would
be to counteract everybenefit tobe expectedfromanychange that
may takeplace,and to root them out finally, is one of the chief
objects of the national party. The Times, we need hardly say
opposes thenotion of anychange approachingtothere-establishment
of anationalParliament,but the weaknessof his argumentsagainst
it is a most hopeful feature in the case. We maysay inpassing
that they remind us of thatimbecilepleaadvanced amongourselves
against a government grant to the Catholic schools, to the effect
that if puch weremade, every other denominationwouldexpectas
much. "IfIrelandobtainedsuch a Council," he lays, alluding to
a Central Councilequivalentalmost toa Parliament,"Scotlandand
Wales wouldset upaclaimfor similar institutions, andthe Imperial
Parliamentwouldthus bedisintegrated in structure and weakened
initspersonalcomposition. England wonld certainly beentitledto
institutions similarto those whichIreland,Scotland, andWales had
obtained, and it is mote than doubtful whether either country
containspoliticalmaterialof goodquality andquantity sufficient to
supply Parliament as wellasthecontemplatedLocalCouncils" But
Scotland, Wales, andEngland would hardly claim such councils if
they did not stand in need of them— and if they do, is not their
need worthy of consideration? To with-hold from thesecountries
theirneedsin order tospare menof sufficient parts to the Imperial
Parliamentwonld beanunjust action,and the argument, moreover,
discredits the abilities of the men of the countries in question.
Surely the exceptional able man is not alwayschosen torepresent
someconstituency. The Times, however, admits that the question
must be settled, and thus allhis arguments in favonr of Dublin
Castle,or anequivalentinstitution, go for nothing, and we perceive
that he also has been drivenby the successful Irish party to the
certainty thatIrelandmust in future be fairly anddifferently treated
—however puzzledhemaybe incommonwith othersasto whatis to
be donein thewayof avoiding the inevitable, that is the full con-
cession of national independence, which is demanded and which
alone will tatisfy the nation. He concludes as follows :—" This,
however, is a questionwhich can hardly be determined offhand, and
it is only necessary atpresent toindicate some of its inherent diffi-
culties, The new House of Commons will have to grapple with
these difficulties whatever Governmentis inpower. Itis not amiss
therefore, thatboth partiesshouldnow be preparing to approachthe
problemof thefuture governmentof Irelandwith something likea
commonpurpose andcommonprinciples of action."
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