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and physical intereais it is of more importance to the national welfare
that the transmiesible qualitles of tha tace should not be
vitisted in those classes than in their social soperiors,
Germany, according to the British Comsul-General, is going
bard and fast to work to poison thestock at its root.” Here
indeed, ias a prety state of saffairs narrated concerning the
enlightered Kingdom of Prussia, and, what is also very grave, a still
worse condition of things is said to obtain in the egually respectable
kingdoms of Sweden and Denwmark, for are they not all of them
countries of the Reformation, and basking in the Lutheran light?
The Times goes on to propose reasons for the excessive drinking—
Such as the want of rational amusement—the absenca of temperance
societies—of which more anoo--the wani of proper food, ete.
concluding as follows :—* The claim made is that uneducated minds
are iucapable of amusing themselves without artificial and
mechanical assistance, that the existence of the masses of manking
in Europe is Bo sad and dull and starved, morally, mentslly, and
materially, ag to be nnable to proceed without iatervals of virtual
negation,”"—But it used to be affirmed that there were no uneducated
minda in Prussia.-~The education, in fact, of the Prossian troops,
and those of Glermany generally—was urged as a reason for the
enccess of the German arms in the war with France—and if there was
no superiority of the kind, how did a drunken nation conguer a sober
one—for ho one accuses France of drunkenness ? Or is there no hope
of truly educated minds or of eobriety in the best edocation that it ia
possible to confer upon the masses, and soch as it is generally nnder-
stood the Grerman masses have long been given? But as to that reason
put forward by the Témes tonching the want of temperance societies,
anch societies with lectnrers, the Goughs and Boothes, and others, are
numerowd in the United States, and yet drunkenness there, with
all its frightful consequences, is still on the increase,—The following
etatistics are borrowed by us from oor contemporary the San
Franciseo Jonifor :—* The reports of the United Btates Commia-
sioner of the Revenue show a continual increase, For example,
according to the latest, that for the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1884,
the total revenne from distilled spirits amounted to 76,905,385,26,dols,
an increase over 1883 of 253,661,006,dols, From fermented liguors
the receipts for 1884 were 18,084,954,11,dols,, an increase over 1883
of 1,184,388.30, The total production of distilled spirits the last
fiscal year was 75,485,789 gallone, an increase over the production of
1888 of 1,422,481 gallons, The total production of fermented
liquors for the fispal year of 1884 was 18,998,619 barrels, an increase
over 1883 of 1,240,727 barrels, The number of distilleries vperated
during 1884 was 4,738 | the number of brewers, 2,240.,”" Meantime
Irish drankenness falls quite into the back-ground, and whileall these
highly respectable, progressive, and prosperous people are drink-
ing away like fish, mendacity only can accuse Irish distrest of arising
from a like habit,

What they are to do with Ireland short of granting
the independence that her people demand seems
now to be the puzzle of all political parties in
Great Britain,~Representative Conservatives are coming forward to
denounce Dublin Castle as the remaining stronghold of Whig as-
cendancy, now that the Church Establishment which was the other
stronghold hasbeen removed, and they point to the enrious inconsie-
tency between the manper in which the conquests of King Willlam
I1I bave been regarded in England and Ireland respectively,—in the
one country being looked upon as the triumph of the Whigs, and in
the other as that of the Tories. Mr. Howorth a representative Con»
servative who writes to the Times giving such a view of the matter,
in a letter that is made the subject of a leader, denounces the Castle
as appeariog to the outside world to be a “nest of sinecurista out of
sympathy with the Irish people, and most uvlikely to make Ireland
either happier or more united,” and he adds, “ Letit go and let its
pame be forgotten.” The Times points out, however, that the aboli-
tion of the Castle is not a new idea, but that a bill for such an
object was brought into Parliament by Lord John Russell in 1850,
—and he agrees with Lord Jobn that the Lord Lieutenant oceupiesa
most anomslous position.—*The main argument,” he continues,
“ apainst the chaoge is that uged by the Duke of Wellington, in a
dehate which took place in the same seseion in the Hounse of
Lords. He strongly opposed the abolition of the Viceroyalty, on the
ground that, Ireland being frequently the scene of important mili-
tary operations, it was necessary for the military authorities to be
able to confer with a civil authority of great digrity and unimpeach.
able loyalty., He could not, he said, as Commander-in-Chief, be
expected to confer with such a man as Mr. O'Uonnell, if he hap-
peeed 10 be Lord Meyor of Dublin."—The impossibility, nevertheless,
that the Commander-in-Chief should confer with such a man as
Mr, ©'Connell, pince the Dake of Wellington's time, is loocked upon
. a8 less complete—But with the abolition of the Castle and the
establishment of & proper system of Government, the necessity for
the carrying on of important military operations of the kind alluded
to,and at variance with the mind of the chief magistrate of the
metropolis,wonld be obviated and all thedifficulty removed, The Times
however, does not contemplate a change of this satisfactory nature
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but would have the exgontive power takon from the Castle exercised by
3 responsible Minister of State who would fulfil all the requirements
demanded even by a second Duke of Wellington, should such & one
arise, The Times, moreover, aufficiently explains the changes that
he for his part would ssnction in this matter by & defence of the
Irish permanent officials whom he tells ns—are # Irish in birth and
Irish in feeling " it—being the especial curse of every oppressed
nation to see certain of its own members placed in the seat of the
renegade and fulfilling all ita dutfes with ardour—who, for example so
warm in the service of Russia as Colonel Alikbanoff the Georgian ?
But the Times adds that whatever the new authority may be, it
will probably be found that the same staff of permanent officials,
that is of sinecorists out of sympathy with the people—as Mr,
Howorth says—is employed by it. Mr, Howorth, meantime, errs in
considering these officials as sinecurists, they bave their duties to
perform, and, however various their offices in name, their duties are
one, that is to press upon the Lord Lientenant and the Chief Becre-
tary, as the Satwurday Review informed us the other day, the necessity
for misgoverning the country, To retain these men in office would
be to counteract every benefit to be expected from any change that
may take place, and'to root them out finally, is one of the chief
objects of the pational party. The Uimes, we need hardly say
opposes the notion of any change approaching to the re-establishment
of a national Parliament, but the weakness of his arguments against
it is a most hopeful feature in the case, We may say in passing
that they remind us of that imbecile plea advanced among ourselves
against a government grant to the Catholic schools, to the effect
that if such were made, every other denomination would expect as
much, “If Ireland obtained such a Council,” he says, allading to.
& Central Couucil equivalent almost to a Parliament, “Scotland and
‘Wales would set up a claim for gimilar institutions, and the Imperial
Parliament would thus be disintegrated in structure and weakened
in its personal composition. Eugland wounld certainly be entitled to
institutions simijar to those which Ireland, Scotland, and Wales had
obtained, and it is more than donmbiful whether either country
eintaing political material of good guality and quantity sufficient to
supply Parliament as well as the contemplated Local Councils® But
Scotland, Wales, and England would hardly claim such councils if
they did not stand in need of them—and if they do, is not their
need worthy of consideration? To with-hold from these countries
their needs in order to spare men of eufficient parts to the Imperial
Parliament would be an unjust action, and the argument, mareover,
discredits the abilitier of the men of the countries in guestion,
Burely the exceptionul able man is not always choscn to represent.
tome conetitoency, The Times, however, admits that the gumestion
must be settled, and thus all his arguments in favonr of Dublin
Oastle, or an eguivalent institution, go for nothing, and we perceive
that he also has been driven by the successiul Irish party to the
certainty that Ireland must in foture be fairly and differently treated
~-however puzzled he may be in common with others as to what is to
be done in the way of avoiding the inevitable, that is the full con.
cession of natijonal independence, which is demanded and which
alone will atisfy the nation, He concludes as follows :—* This,
however, is a guestion which can hardly be determined offhand, and
it is only necestary at present to indicate some of its inherent diffi-
culties, The new House of Commons will have to grapple with
these difficalties whatever Governmeant is in power, It iz not amiss
therefore, that both parties shounld now be preparing to approach the
problem of the future government of Ireland with something like n
common purpote and common principles of action,”

IT isnot only Cardinal Maoning, however, who I8

BETTER looking forward towards the effect to be produced
THAN WORHE, on the religionof England by the extended fran.
chise when it has been put into practice. Cardinal

Manning hopes that th: effect may be for the good of the country,
and the support of Christianity—but a certain body of wmen are
alarmed lest a different resnlt may follow. We allnde to the members
of the Mstablished Cburch, who feel some apprehension lest the
efforts that will certainly be made to influence the new voters against
the Establishment may prove snccessful, and a majority pledged to
ita destruction, be returned to Perliament, Bet tonching the down.
fall of the Church of REngland, it is 8 matter that deserves the
consideration of others besider the members of that Church as to
whether it would not in fact prove a misfortune, and tend to hasten
the decay of religion, Weneed hardly say that our sympathy for
the Church of Hngland as a religions aystem is very little, In some
respecta indeed, we consider it the most fanlty of all the Protestant
Hects, but, ou the other hand, it has qualities that in some degree
radeem it from these faults, and entitle it lo the highest esteem that
any Catholic ¢an bestow npon a system of religion that he recognises
asfalse, It ondoubtedly occeupies a position in England, that, were
it lost, wonld be almoat certainly taken up by very much inferior
agencies, and it provides for a steady, and comparatively moderate
teaching of Christian traths, that, failing its means, would sither
cease to be taught, or would becoms the subject of a teaching
possibly grotesque and ouwtrageous, and certainly exaggeraled and



