
made up next week). Prices forboth whlSa'trand oats promise toharden. .
Inconsequence of the large number, of liberatedconvicts whohavebeenarriving inNewSouth Wales lately fromNew Caledonia,

PremierStuart has addressed a remonstrancetothe ImperialGovern-ment on the subject.
The meeetingbetweenthe Czar an4theEmperorof Austria willtakeplace at theKremlin.Moscow,on the 21st inst.The German Press, referring to thereportedactionof Germany

in annexing Caroline Island, repudiate as entirely obsolete theSpanish claimstoaProtectorateoverthat territory.Itis currently reported that Khalifa Abdoolah, whoassumedsuccession to theMabdi,tias been killedinariot amonzat the Arabsat Khartoum.
Wednesday.

Dr. Chilton has been dismissed by the Governmentfrom thepositionof resident surgeon of the Wellington Hospital. He wasQffered thealternativeofresigning, but refused. Inconnection withhis dismissal all the nurses in the hospital,with the exceptionofthree, havehad their services dispensedwith. In theabsence of theUrtomal Secretary,however, the Premierhad issued instructionsthatthenurses weretobe receivedback into the hospitallast-night.The steamers Massilia and Lusitania, which have been doingduty for some time as armed cruisers, leftSydney onTuesday forEnglandinaccordancewitb AdmiralTryon's instructions to reportthemselves to the Admiralty. v
Thursday._ ..T06 firet section of the Wellington-Manawatu railway fromWellington to ParramattaIwill be opened for traffic on the 24thSeptember.

EarlCarnarvon,Lord-lieutenantof Ireland, accompaniedby theCountess,ismaking a tour of the west of Ireland. The Vice-regal
partyhas met so far witha hearty reception.

The commercial depression which has prevailed for some timepast in the United States shows signs of diminution, and tradegenerally is improving.
Choleracontinues tospread in the South of France,andseveralcaseshaveappearedat Toulon.

v i.v
A Sanassaming thegarb of a priest, and giving the name ofFatherKanavacks,has beenarrested inIndia asa Russian spy. Heis thought to be identicalwith the ex-Communist, OliverPain, who,it is believed,recently kept theMahdi informed of the movementsand strengthof theBritish troops in Egypt. The Standard, how-ever,states that Russia has made modifiedproposals to tbe EnglishGovernment withregard to theoccupancyof theZulfikar Pass,andthat a peacefulsettlement of the frontier difficulty is expected toensue. *

FIGURES OF HELL.

(From the Catholic World.")
Longmansaid

—
and thatfamous publisherought to have known

that "it was the title that sold abook." Iwas reminded of this
saying whenIchancedtoglance ata book,with the nnwinning and
uncannytitle of « Figuresof Hell,1 that somehow had strayed intomy library

—
often seen there,butneveropened once because of itstitle. For the first timeIrecognized in thename of the author oneof themost celebrated womenof this country,and, wondering what

she had tosay aboutintemperance,Iread a few pages and then I
read the book tothe end.

SinceHelper's'Impending Crisis' no unprofessional ŵriter hasshown a greater power of massing facts and hurling them with
Grant-like force on the enemy, than Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson.
They firstrepel,then attract,thenastound tbe reader;for, the firstrepugnance to statistics overcome,the story they tell amazes by its
revelations and arouses the moral sense to aggressiveness by itslessons.

Without quotingmore thanone figure ina hundred,and arrang-
ingthemina neworder for aswift review— referring to the book
itself for the ampleststatistical proofs— let me present some of thestartling facts that this writer has marshalled in war-like, sternarray.

The year selected ended June 30, 1881— the last year of
authenticated Federal returns available at the time the book waswritten. Tbe totalswouldbeat leastten per cent, higher for the
yearthatendsinJune, 1885.

In1881these facts wereundisputable:
Gallons,

We importedof different liquors ... ... ... 7,556,603
We manufactured of distilled spirits ... ... 69,127,206
We manufactured of fermented liquors ... ... 443,641,868

Making inall ... ... ... ... 620,325,677
gallons of intoxicating liquors that were imported, manufactured,
and sold in tbe United States in a single yearI In round
numbers— as we were then fifty millions

—
we consumed ten

gallons and two-fifths of a gallon for every man, woman,
and child;or, reckoning families as groups of five, one gallon
each and every week for each and every family, making three
drinksa day for each andevery member. This estimate leaveß out
of account all secretly-made or "moonlight

"
whiskeys, and others.Every day wedrink 1,425,550 gallons— 2B,sll,ooo glasses;or every

second we drink 330 glasses, never stopping asingle second,night
nor day, from the New Year's birth to theOld Year's death. So
much forqu ntity;now for cash cost of it.

Dollars.
Our importedliquors retailed lor ... ".-.. ... 67,274,032
Our home-made spirits retailedfor ... ... ... 207,381,618
Our home-made fermented liquorsretailedfor ... 443,641,868
Showing that we paid in one year for intoxicating

liquors the vast sum of ... ... ... 718,297,518

--! i.v.*.\
—

rrtrrz
—

( :Strikingoff, tomake round numbers,»the eighteen^Id millions,andestimating populationat fifty millions,.these figures show thatwespend for drink no less than1idols, foreach and every person inthe United States, 70doJs. for each andevery family, 1,967,938d015.
daily, and every second— "every time the clock ticks." m MrsThompson puts it— 2276dols.I

*

These figures,striking asthey are,donot tell the whole story;they show the money-cost only of the liquor-traffic to the people.There areother andalmost as serious consequentialdamaged to boestimated in considering the gross expensesof thedrinking habit.There is anarmyof no less than 909,980 persons— adult malesfor the greater part—employed in the manufactureandsale ofliquorsin theUnited States. This is one toeverysixtyof theentirepopula-tion—one adult person to every group of twelve families. Thesemen(and nece sarily they are mostly able-bodiedmen) are takenfrom productive
—

that is to say, wealth-producing
—

employments;they are a taxon the workers,addingnooneelement of prosperitytothecommon wealthof the nation. At the low wages which allofthem could earn they would receive every year of 300 days (thusallowing a largepercentage for holidays and sick-days) thegreatsumof 272,994,000 dole. Who canestimatethe annual loss of per-manent wealth thattrrs aggregateof wagtsimpliesandsuggests ?Supposing that every manemployed inmaking and distributingintoxicatingliquorsshould remain a good citizen,as many of them,
areapartfrom their traffic, yet we cannot regard their withdrawalfrom thenormal and wealth-producingindustriesasthe most seriousconsequentialdamage done to the nationby the drinking habit.There remain themore direct damages of crime and itscost, whichinclude the grievous burdenof the expensivemachinery demandedfor its repressionandpunishment.

The Federalstatisticsshow thatthereare in theUnited States" 600,000persons daily incapacitatedfor labor by reason of liquor."
Thisnumber includes the drunkards, the criminals, the insane,andthe paupers who have been dragged down into the ranks of theseclassesby the direct and recognized influence of using intoxicating
drinks.

Atonedollar aday, ina yearof 300 days, this army of 600,000persons placed hors dutravadlby the drinking habit, could haveearned 180,000,000 dols., which,added to the other totals ofmoney-
cost and theloss of services of the army of makers and sellers-
estimating these services on the wage-basis only

—
amount to thestupendous,aggregate of1,171,291,518 dols.,per annum1"'This vast sum," writes Mrs.Thompson,"is 23 dols.per capita

for everyman, woman,and child in the country. It is nearly equal
toour entire gold,silver,andpaper circulation combined. Itwouldbuildandequip 30,000 miles ofrailroad—nearlyone-third aB many asarenow inoperation;pay th« coßt of the public-schoolsfor fifteenyears,erect and maintain twelve thousand colleges;send out and
support 1,200,000 missionaries;pay,the entire national debtin twoyears;pay the entire debtofthe country,national, State, municipal,
in less than four years;construct 600 first-class ocean-steamers;
erectand maintain 3,750 hospitals,libraries,orhomes for the aged;
provide one-third of -the people in the United States withhome-
steads of 160 acres each;Tun the Post-Office Department for 34years;support the navy for 75 years; pay our foreign consularservice for 1,725 years; purchase, at seven dollar* a barrel,167,327,359 barrelsofflour,andpay the salary of thePresidentof theUnitedStates for 23,425 years1"

More than two-fifths of the arrests in New York city are ofpersons "intoxicated,"or persons "drunk anddisorderly." Uniting
the fguresof thesetwolegally-separatedoffences

—
yetcoming fromthe samesource— the totalnumber of arrestsof liquor criminals was28,669. (The total number of arrests for all offences was 69,632.)Who pays the expeuse of supporting two-fifthsof the p>lice force

thus employed, and for two-fifths of theprison accommodation thus
rendered necessary, and for two-fifths of the costly machinery of
justice^ otherwise unneeded, that the liquor-traffic forces us tomaintain ? Tbe liquor manufacturers or importers, or wholesale
dealers or retailers? No; tbe labouring classesaad the law-abiding
directors of industry.

The maudlin ornoisy drunkardswere not the only persons in
New York who werethus lodged in public institutions atthe public
expensebecauseof the traffic in intoxicating drinks. No less than120,083

"
indigent persons"were forced to ask for lodgings at the

station-house. Thatis tosay,anumber,during the year, thatrepre-
sents one-twelfthof the entire population1 About58,000 weremen,
over 62,000 were women1 Mghty-five per cent,ofthem admitting
that theirpoverty hadcomefrom drink. Wbo paid for the lodgings
of thesevictims of drink ? Youand I,readers, and the r^st of the
workers of New York. And how much1 The rostof keeping
up the police is 3,280,053d015. Twofifths "of it mustbe charged
directly to the liquor-traffic."The cost of the various courts," alsi writes Mrs. Thompson,
"made necessary by reason of the traflicin liquors inNew York
city alone,reached the sumof two millionsof dollars1

"
"S The cost of maintaining the DepartmentofPublicCharities and
Correction is 1,262,616d01e. " Over 90 per cent, of it was madenecessary by reasonof the traffic in liquors."

'. Didyouever try toguess how many liquor-stores there are in
New York City? If they werebuilt sideby side in one street, and
on both sides of it, that double-lined, death-dealing street would
stretch allthe way from Kingsbridge toBatteryI There are fewer
liquor-shops in the SixthAvenue than inany other businessavenue
inNew York;and yetin five consecutive blocks, and in the most
respectable part of it, you can count twenty-nine differentplaces
where intoxicatingdrinksare publicly sold ? There areover8,000 of
them inNew York city. -
,The statistics of character of the keepersof these shops are

almostas startling astheother" figuresofhell
"

thatwehavequoted.
No one cangeta license tosell liquor unless he can

"certify
"

that
he has a "good moralcharacter." Ifyou try to find out what the
word"uacred

"
meansas applied to the kings of England from a

study of their records, you areapt to believethatitmeans a person
wbo wearsa crownandhas brokenall theCommandments.A similar
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