
AMOtfGt thecharacteristicsof theagealso is thatofaconsumption of alcohol, that threatens to work
theruinof society,and tounderminethe constitn.
tions of thewholehumanrace,and,moreespecially
incountries regarded as taking a principal part
in civilisation. We are used to hear of thedrunkenness of Ireland,andit has been the comfortablecustom of

somegoodpeopletoexplainall the misfortunes of that country by
the drinking habitssupposed toexist amongthe people. Butit was
arevelation to us, when the Times published certain letters from itsSwisscorrespondentdisclosing the taste for strong liquor shownby
oneof themodelpeoplesof Europe, and the extent to which they
wereaccustomed to indulge that taste. A condition of things, in
fact wasrevealed such ashadneverexistedin Ireland, and theques-
tionaroseas tohow the Irishpeopleowing to their drunkenness had
become verymiserable,whereas the Swiss being,much moredrunkenwereknownas modelsof prosperity,and everything that was com-
mendable. The only satisfactory answer to be given, as wehave
perhapsalreadypointedout, was that the heads of the Swiss were
muchbetter made,andas to the degreein which that should prove
satisfactory it would dependa gooddealon the person receiving it.
Butit seems thatitis not .only the Swiss, who are more drunken
than the Iri3h and the Times again gives us some particulars
thatconcern some other most respectablenations of the European
continent:

— "Englishmen," itsays, "have beenaccnstomed tohear
themselvesdenouncedby preachers of temperance among their own
countrymen as singularly abandoned toindulgence inalcohol. Con-
sul-General Oppenheimer,of Frankfort, ina reportpublished within
the last few days, andaddre sed to theForeign Office, assigns to Ger-
mansa far worsepre-eminence. Great Britain isthe land of beer-
as France is of wine. Valiantly as North Germany imbibes beer
England easily distancesit inits consumption of that beverage. In
spirits the balance is much more than reversed. North Germans
drink nearly five times the British spirit average. Spirits
were sold in 1880 at ninety

-
three thousand houses in

Prussia. Germans ol the better classes seldom drink spirits.
In general, the habit is confined to the working population
and to men. Thus, although the statistics donot seem to be very
systematically made up, the figures at their lowest indicate the
drinking by North German workmen of six glassesof schnapsdaily.
ahead. Only Sweden,Russia,andDenmark Bhow a moredamaging
proportion, Holland andBelgium, which arenotorious for the sametaste,donot reach an equallevel. It has grown, and is growing;
andNorthern Europemust increaseits thirst, or it willbe overtaken
by theKingdom of Prussia. Consul-Genera!Oppenheimer confesseshisobligation for his estimatesto Dr.Baer, the head physician at the
Plotzensee Prison. Statistics of spirit-drioking areinterchangeable
With statisticsof crimeandmadness. InGermany forty-onepercent,
ofthe prisonerswere in gaol for actscommitted under the influence
ofintoxication. Notquitehalf theforty-oneper cent, werehabitual
drunkards. An eighth of all the annual suicides in Prussia are
committed under the impulseof alcohol. Inthe Prussian States two
thousandand sixteenpersons areyearly treated for delirium tremens.Yearlythereare fivehundredandninety-seven casesofdipsomania.
InPrussiathirteen millions sterling are spent annually onspirits.
Spirit-drinkers in North Germany waste a huge amount of the
national wealth. They murder, they assault, tbey run mad, they
crowd hospitals,prison?, andasylums. The habit ruins themselvesbodyand soul. Itdevisesa fatal inheritanceof disease,rickettinesg,
andmischievous thirstiness tosucceeding generations. "The working
classes are the replenishes of the population. For future moral
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education battle is being fought, and we may derive additionalcourageandperseveranceby knowing that weonly formpartof onegreat army fighting in thecause of truthall overthe world.CardinalManning's hope,however, canhardly be ourp, for thera seems butlittle likelihoodthat theelectors of New Zealand will change theirminds, and demand of Parliamentary candidates a pledge in
support of Christianity. Catholic electors, nevertheless, bo oftenadvisedinour columns to vote for noman who will not give such apledge will perceivethat we haveadvised themonly as a Prince of
the Church,anda leader whose influence is widely acknowledged
beyond the limitsof the Church, adviseshis English fellowcountry,
men.

Thebattlefor Christianeducation'whichCatholics
hay i> been so long fighting in thia colony is also
being maintained with vigor in England. It is
true thatin England thefightis notsounequaland
tbatj Catholic schools obtain some degree of aid
from the State,but this is notsufficient to prevent
their maintenance for falling heavily upon the

Catbolicpopulation, and manysacrifices there also arerequiredto
support them. The tendency, moreover, of the Government is to
completely secularise the educationalsystem, and to fall in with the
movement towards godlessness that in a greater or less degree
characterisesthe age. CardinalManning, then, leads theCatholicsof
the country in their fight, and it is especially interesting
to us to find that his Eminence asserts his right to takeupon him the part of a politician and appeals to the
newly enfranchised voters exhorting them to require from
the candidates they promise to support a pledge in favour of
Christianity. The Cardinal speaking at a recent meeting
claimed the right to take part in politics, because although he
had becamea member of the priesthood he had not been deprived
of the privileges of a layman, and there wag another reasonwhyhe
shouldespecially speakon the question of educationeven politically
considered, since it was a moral and religious question:—
11 Therewasno stronglinetobedrawnbetweenmorals and politics,"
hesaid, "because politics werenothing but the morals of society at
large. When the State entered into the matter of education, theclergy had a right toenter intopracticalpolitics, andsohe wished
topcintout thatthecountry wasnowwaiting for theopinions andthe
will of two millions of people who until nowhad not been ableto
epeak. What those two millions wouldsay he conld not atallpro-
phesy, but he should be very much mistaken if two millions of
Englishmen didnot say that they wishedthe schools of England to
be Christian schools, because the Board schools all over England
which wereset tip without Christianity, had been forced by the
public conscience, the public sense, and the public feelingof the
people at large to introduce the reading of the Bible and the ex-
planation of the meaning of the Bible. He therefore felt very
confident that when these two millions Bpoke they would speak in
the samesense,andtherefore he wishedtodraw the- conclusion that
everyman who lovedChristianity and his country was bound, when
anybody came before him to askhis interest and his vote, to assure
himself that any personhe voted for would protect Christianeduca-
tion and freedom of conscience, so that the schools of England
should be Christian and religious, thenceforth and for ever. He
hopedthey would allput thisquestion, and thatwhen the unknown
landof the newHouse of Commons was seen there wouldalso be
seena considerable atmosphereof Christianity over it."

—
Hig Emi-

nence then went on topoint out that England hadbeen established
inher greatness by meansof Christianity to which she owedunity,
freedom, and self-government.—" Down to theyear 1870 theEnglish
peoplewere a self-educatedas well as a self-governed people. All
the education whichexisted wasthe educationprovidedby the volun-
tary schools foundedby the voluntaryefforts of the people at large.
That voluntary system wasaided,indeed, by the State, forit wasthe
geniusof our wholeconstitution that the Stateshould aid individuals
todo what they could not do without Stateaid, but that the State
shouldnot aid what individuals could doby themselves. The com-
binedeffortsof voluntaryexertions andcontributionsand theassistance
of the State producedtheconditionof education inEngland down to
1870." But must we admit that down tothe year 1870England had
been anignorant,aninglorious,andan unfortunate country 1Or is it
not manifest thather namehadbeen wonabroad,and the zenith of
her prosperity attained toathome, whilethenation was still self-
educated ? The Cardinalnextproceeded toshow theunfair manner
in which thosepeoplewhohaddoneeverything in aid of education
weretreated,they havingcontributed millionsofmoney,andcovered
the country with schools only to find that theBoard schools,not
requiredfor their children,received the whole education rate.— We
see then, that, everywhereas wellas in this Colony of our own,the
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