
§8 there any real desire for economy on thepartof
our Legislature. No doubt there are certain
members of it who areindeed anxious to lighten
the burdens of the people; but tkey, unfor-
tunately, are in a very small minority.. Notwith-
standing the great,noise that is made inthe
beginning of each sessionof Parliament on thisheady itiinvariably happens that when any measure hayingeconomy in view is proposed' itis atonce and ignominiously

rejected. Therehavebeen already two pases in point daring
the present session. A clause was introduced into Mr.Steward's Billin the Council to raise the school age a littleso as to renderour Education system a little reasonable,.and
Bavothe taxpayersanunnecessary expenditure on infant's,for
whose education theyare payingabout one hundred thousandpounds a year,althoughthese are not of an age to profitbj this expenditure, which is, therefore,both foolish andwicked. But this rational proposal has beenrejected by theHouse of Representatives on, ifctie plea that any reduction in
the education vote would have the effect of closing somecountry schools. Whit is this but a confession that the.
money, £100,000, is spent, not on theeducation of those forwhom itis necessary,but for the purposeof keeping up un"
necessary schools. The money, then, is voted on falsepretences. Children of five years of age, are incapable
of profiting by the education given in the publicschools, and yet money is voted in order,that a
colour may be given to what,isin reality unjust. This is afraudulent proceeding, a' dishonest pretence. Besides is itreally true? Inpoint of fact, itmay beasked, do infants offive years of age frequent these country schools ? " TheMinister of Education affirmed that if theschool age wereraisedasproposed,the effect would be that schoolsin.sparsely-peopled^districts should,be closed. Ifso, then, wemust con-
clude that.inmanyplacestheschool returnscannotbecorrect.
Sparsely-peopleddistricts arenot the localities where infantsof five years of age are found'inpublic schools. Reason,
common sense, and expedience show that infants do not and
cannot attend public schools in such districts. We refuse,
therefore, toaccept the plea, aud wehold that theMinister of
Education has been imposed uponby some people who havea1special object to serve. But it is inthis case as inall others,
the very men who talk most loudly in favour of economy intheabstract,are the very first to resist it inpractice. Again,
anhon.Member proposedafter the rejectionof the Council'samendment, tolessen the education voteby £50,000. This,however, would not be listened to, and was rejectedby anoverwhelming majority. Somuch for the sincerity of Parlia-
ment in the matter of economy. Here in this pa ticularinstance onehundred thousand pounds are absolutely thrown
away, wantonly squandered. The saving of this amountwould not impair in the least theefficiency of our godlesssystem of education ;but it would imperil the prestige andpopularity of certain individuals and giveanapparentvictorytoacertain extenttomanywhoare thoroughly dissatisfied with
the presentsystem of education,and consequently Parliamentwould not listen to it, .although additional taxationin these depressedtimes is the inevitable consequence.

SOME SCHOOL BOOKS.

In thelist of books recommended to beused inpublic schoolsby the Education Department, we find the " RoyalHistory
of England." This department wishes all children to attendthe public schools;and, indeed,under certain circumstances,
cancompelattendance. One would expect, under suchcir-
cumstances, that care would be taken torecommendonly suchbooks as all could read without offence, and without imbibing
falsenotions on religion and history. fc»ueh, however, is notthe case, as wecan easily show. To-day wemean to confineourselves in our criticism of our public school books to the" RoyalHistory of England" so strongly recommended,andwhich,of coarse, such unfortunate Catholic children as attendsomepublic schools must both read andstudy. Inpage 204,fhildren are told,Catholics as well asothers, thefollowing :—"The Reformation

—
whence the greatest changes of moderntimes have sprung— was now inprogress. TheCbnrch ofSt.Pbtbe had for many years been rising on- the banks oftheTiber. To raise funds for thebuilding, LeoX.had sent

out monks tosell indulgences— a mode of procuring money

Wn. are glad to learn thatabranch of the Society of St.Vincen
de Paul for women has been founded inDunedin. The object of
the Society ia therelief of thepoor, and it has always been found
to work most successfully wherever it has been established. The
activemembers meet onesaweek to sew for thebenefitof those who
are in neid of clothes,and their duty is also toattend to thewants
of personsrecommended by honorarymembers, to visit the poor ia
their own particular districts, and the sick at thehospital. Itishowever, forbiddenby the rulesthat anyone shall neglect her own
household in order to fulfil theseduties. The Society doesnotlimit
itsattentionstomembersof theCatholicChurch, bnt irrespective o*
creed or denominationembraces inits spherepeopleof every formofbelief, andit isalso open tonon-Catholicstobecome honorarymem.
toers. The meetingsoftheactive memberscommence byaprayer,andoneof the Society's chief endsis thepromotionof piety, it also pro.
vides themeans of gaining numerous indulgences. The ladies who
have joined theDunedinbranch of the Society,as active members
so far,are as follows :— President, Mrs. Fergusson;Secretary, Mrs|
Callan ; Treasurer,Miss Horan:Librarian,Miss HuUheson;Ward.'obekteper, Mri.Horanassisted byMiss D.Horan j Buyer of goods,
Miss McKay assisted by Mrs. Callan;Mrs.0. Chapman,Miss Batis-laa,MissD. Horan. The Rev. Father Walsh has undertaken the
dutiesof SpiritualDirector. The first of the weekly sewing-meet-
ngshas been heldand the result is that already five persons havebeensupplied with warmclothing. Copiesof the rules,or any otherinformationdesired maybeobtainedonapplicationtoMrs. Fergus-
son,Dowlingstreet, orMrs. Callan, Mornington. We are convinced
that the establishment of this Society will be hailed by all our
Dunedin readers withpleasureas filling a notable want,and thatia■tatingthe fact of this establishment wehave doneallthat is neededto ensure toit the warm support of every member at least of theCatholic community. We may add thatsome Protestantladieshavealso generouslyenteredtheir names as honorary members. Incon-'elusion,letus hope that the Catholic women of Dnnedin have in-
augurateda work that willbe speedily taken up also by the Catholicmen. The successful work of both branches

"
of the Society of St." Vincent de Paul amongns wouldbe productive of good untold,and,is an object that should be pursued with the utmost-vigour and"perseverance. ...!,_ „,

Thb first football match of St.Patrick's College, Wellington,was played on Saturday,against the <(Rivals" footballclub,on the
roundof 'the'latter,in Hobson street,andresultedin a victory for

the Collegeby 18 points (1goal and 4 tries) to nil. W. and J,
Redwood,Saundersa,idMcllro'y,', secured1 theories, whilst G. Red-

■ wood, McMahonand Diamond,distinguished theniselves throughout
the game, the latter k ekingagbaPa^a^eF^aifficultangle. Forham,

,Parsons and Tripe,didgood workfor thedefeated. Next Saturday,
the 22nd, St. Patrick's will try conclusions with the Wellington
College 2nd fifteenatNewtonPark.

TheHouSetof Representativeshave thrownout the clausepassed
by theLegislativeCouncil,andamendingtheEducationAct so aa to
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invented: by 'Urban 11., in thedays of tEel<Tnuacteß? irßhfllSrthis passage there are two-lies, the first is that Leo tni X.r
sentmonks to sellindulgences",~the second is that ÜbbSt
11. invented indulgences. In: page 428 we read thesewords :—":

— "In 1791, the society of United; Irishmen,
formed by Boman Catholics for the same purposes, agi-
tated the separation of Ireland from the British Empire."
This is not a fact. Wolfe Tone, a Protestant, was
the founder of the United Irishmen, and almost,all theleaderß, from first to last, were Protestants. IH page 82,;under the heading "Contemporary1 Foreign Ev.ents," weread:"68 a.d.— The Apostle Piui/wasbeheaded' at Romeby the order of Nero." Why has not the name of St.Peter been mentioned ? He was a more important person
than Paul,and he was put to death at the.same time and inthe same city as St.,Paul.. Butit would hot suit oureduca-
tion authorities to,let children know,that such a person as
StJ Peter everexisted. Thesuppression of the fact of his
martyrdomhas been designedfor a' purposewhichis"obvious.'St.Paulis tobeexaltedabove thePrinceof the Apostles, that
theauthority of the Boman Pontiff may be concealed ■ from
Catholic and all other children. These three specimens ofthe way in which our school histories have been composed
will suffice for to-day. On;considering them, Catholics will
understand the nature of the, teachingprepared for childrenin the schools which they are compelledto maintain in this
country. And it will be manifest thata great wrongisdone,
anda great tyranny exercised, incompelling them to pay for
teaching therisinggenerationfalsehoods about their- religion"andthecountry from which the vastmajority ofthemhaveconte/We maysay, inconclusion,that the, tone of this book, the" RoyalHistory of England," is, in addition to its down-right falsehoods, anti-Catholic. Behold the nature of the
much-belauded secular system under which we aregroaning.


