
the Australian station, has founderedat sea, asno tidings have been "

heard'of her.
..The Payment of Irish Members of Parliament Fund hie been

augmentedby asubscription of £1000 received from Australia.
Archbishop Moran returns toSydney on the 16th inst.
A cablegram to the Melbourne Age says:— General Komaroff,

commanderof theRussian forces on the Afghan frontier, professes
his inability to preventanother collision between the Russians and
Afghans, unless the latter are restrained from advancing. The
Standard,inanarticle dealing with the statement madeby General
Komaroff, declares that war is preferable to ths presentdangerous
andexpensiveuncertainty.

The RoyalCommissionwhich was appointed to inquireinto the
cause of the present depression of trade in Great ,Britain his
commenceditslabours under the presidencyof theEarlof Iddesleigh
(Sir Stafford Northcote"). The majority of the members of the
commissionholdviews favourable to whatis knownas fair trade

—
viz.,asystem of interim1ionalreciprocity, free trade being allowed
to those countries only which admitEnglish products ou the same
terms.

Thursday.
In the House of Representatives yesterday, Sir Julius Vogel

made his Supplementary Financial St itement, at the conclusion of
whichhe said he would ask the committee to proceed with the Esti-
mates. Mr. Hurst suggested that as the leaderof the Opposition
wasabsent, thecommittee should adjourn till Friday evening. He
thought it was only part of the courtesy due to the member fur
Bgmont toadopt this course,which waacustomary onsuch occasions.
He thenproceededtoreview the Financial Satemantatsome length,
andmoved that the chairman repoitprogress. Sir JuliasVogelsaid
Mr. Hurst was evidently disappoint d because he did not briag
down proposals showing that the Colony was in difficulties. He
thought there was no greaterproof of the soundnessof the Colony
than thesuccessful mannerin whichit hadsurvivedall the attacks
madeon itby public men whoshould have taken a different view.
He denied that the Colony wasin such a depressedstate as w.is re-
presented. There was no doubt a temporary depr:ssion owing to a
fallingoff inthe grainand wool trade. He wishedtosay that whon
heprepared his former Estimates wheat was rising, and if it had
continued torisehis estimate wouldhave been co-rect. As far ashe
could anticipate, there would be a surplus at the end of the
year. Mr. W. F. Buckland pointed out that the present Esti-
mates showed an increase of £20,000 over those of 1.-.st
year. He said the increase in the stamp duties was not a sign of
prosperity,bat the reverse. He thought the time had come when
large reductionsshouldbe madein the expenditure.

The Wellington correspondentof the LytteltonTimes telegraphs
asfollows regarding the proposal by Messrs. Meiggs and Co.:

—
A

good dealof criticismstill goes on about Meiggs and Co. Many
people donot hesitate tosay that the schemesubmittedby them was
ascheme for gettingfor them certain members of Government and
certain members of the Railway Guarantors' Committee. Thera is
even in some quarters an evident desire to make this belief the
foundation for political developments. For these reasons Ihave
thought it as well to publish the following facts, which have been
furnished tome on good authority : When the first telegram was
received from the delegates giving infomatioi of the provi-uonal
arrangementsmade by them with Mei'gs and Co., the Government
immediately cabled to the Agent-general to reportto them as to
the nature of the arrangement and the standing of Meiggs and
Co. The Agent-general replied at length, and his cablegram was
communicated to the House at once. As doubts were expressed
about the exact termsof the arrangement, a further cablegram was
sent by Government to the Agent-general toexplain certainpoints
with reference to workingexpenses. Inhis reply, after explaining
the points referred to and which were mention*d for the first
time, he added some entirely new conditions, which were never
intended for a moment to be complied with, but it was thought
advisabletorefer the wholematterto a committee for consideration,
together with the other proposals. No cablegrams weresent by
anymember of Government to the delegates, bat only through the
Agent-general. These are the facts. Tleave themin yourhands.

During ihe paßt four weeks the following were the principal
exports from the po:t of Timaru :— 60,484 bushels whsat, 29,152
bushelsoats,90 sackspollard. 465 sacks potatoes.3985 sacks shaps,
2393 sachs bran, 5420 sacks flour, 700 sacks chaff, 263 reels barbed
"wire, 1500 cases preservedmeat, 1456 sacks beans, 64 casks tall .w,
848 bushels barley, besides minor quantitieschaff, cheese, butter,
wheat, meal,horses,cattle,hides, etc.

Telegrams to handannounce that the Archb'shop of Sevillehas
beenattackedby cholera, andhas succumbed to the disease.

It is announced that the British forces in India will shortly be
increasedbyreinforcements of six thousandmen.

The Right Hon. W. H. Smith, Secretary of State for War,
stated in the House of Commons onTuesday night thit it was the
intentionof the Government to relieve from dnty forthwith thosa
membersof the reserve forces recently called oat who weremimed
men. He further announced that the remainder would shortly be
permittedto return to their hones.

TheFrench chamberof deputies refuses to exempt priests from
serving in the army reserves. . , - <- \; -="

Considerableefforts have been ma1c to do honour to theIrish
Bishopsduring the stiy oftheir Lordships at Rom?. Thus welearn
that the entire College of the Propaganda gave one evening an
academicalseanceat which the praisesof St. Patrick werecelebrated
in a great number of poom*composed in An astonishing variety of
languages. As is well known, the Btu leiits of the Propaganda Are
themselvesnatives of many countries, and accordingly moat of the
languages of Europe and Asia, living and dead, were laid under
contribution for the purpose of extolling thePatronof Irelandand
paying a wellmeritedcompliment to the representativesof the Irish
Episcopate, Tn Hebrew and Chaldean, in Persian and Russian,
Eng ish and Italian,not tospeik of the Chinese andother Eastern
tongues, the virtuesof St. Patrick were extolled and the eventsof
his life narrated. Other entertainments of a likenaturehave been
given inhonour of the Prelates. Itneed hardly be said that the
receptionof the Irish Bishops by theHoly Father himselfhas been
of the warmestcharacter.— B -mbay Catholic Examiner. '

Several French papers have expressed their surprise Ht the
increase in the number of murdersduring the last few years;bat;
the criminal statistics for 1884, which Have jisi. been published,
afford an ample explanation of this, for they tell us that, though
twenty-fivepersons werecondemnedto death,only three weto ex-j-

cnted. When it is considered that,inaddition to those condemned
todeath,at least twice asmany werefoundguilty of wilful murder,
but with "extenuating circumstances

"
(which makes it impossible

for the court topass the capital sentence), it is apparentI'that only
three oilof seventy or eighty murderersweresent to the scaffold.
It is a bad sign, too, that French juries are acquitting a larger
proportionof prisoners; and out of 3,299 cases triedby jury last
yearmore thau 800 resulted in averdictof acquittal. This is equiva-
lent to a proportion of 24 per cent., whereas ten years ago the
proportion waR about 17 per cent.; and half of the totalnumber
triedat the assizes hadone, or more than one, previous CJnvictioa
recorded against them.

"The Polyglot Academy," given in honour of theIrishbisheps
nowinRome, w 8heldin theChurch of the Propagandaon th<j lltu
May. Besides their lordships,, a number of Italian ami other
bishops and dignitaries of the Church w»jre present. Cardiuals
Simeoni, Angelo Jacobini, and. Massaia-represented.thePr»p-itfand«v
The proceedings, which wereinevery way remarkable,included the
recital of a larsj* number of short essays ani poem*, alldealing
with Ireland andher Patron Saint, in most of the important lan-
guages of the world, nationalsongs being interspersed. Many of
the themes were peculiarly interesting. Thus the subject of the
recitation in classic Chaldean was

"
St. Patrick anIhis love of

Ireland"; inGeorgian, "St.PatrickaniCivilisation
";inAlbanian"O'Connell

"; in Sclav, " Irish foundations in Italy
"
|inPolish,"Cardinal Cullen," etc. Eugene Davis' poem, "Visions of Erin,"

wasvery feelingly deliveredby th<s Rev.JohnMauron, of the diocese
of Dublin. A continental journal declares that thsproceedings add
newglory to the prestige enjoyed throughout the entire world by
the uniqueinstitution of the Propaganda.— Daily Chronicle.

Saysour vigorous contemporary,the Western Watchman, ol St.
Louis :

— "Thepreacheshay* discoveredthat one-half.Qt,thiß_city._
are Germans, of whom the majorityare Ca'hrfics. About one-fourth
of ourpopulationare Irish, of whom nearly all are Catholics. The
other 200.000 are made uoof infidels andunchurcheddescendants of
English, Scotch and Dutch heretics. Le« than 20,000 are members
of Protestant denominations. It would seem that there is ample
field for the zeal of Protestant preachersin thiscity withoutorganjs-
ing missions to Catholics." Half German and one fourth Irish,?oir
vice versa,witha strongsprinkling ofFiencti,Italian,andPojtuguese,
is theusual composition of whitcertain eatsemedcontemporariescall
an"Anglo-Saxon community."— Pilot. '

Christian Augensch.la2.er. a German emigrant who arrivedin
the steamer Westnhalia from Hamburg,has probably lost bis reas>b
becausi of astartling experiencewhich befe'l him on lan ling. He
hvi smuggled his favourite dog B ucher onboard then timsr ac
Hamburg, and the animal subsiqueitly got into troubleby escaping
fram the steerag« and helping himself tora-'at in the cook s galley,
the master whereof threw him overboard. Vuii was on Thursday,
May 21. On landing the following Tv-sday, Auge ac llagerbeheldon
the'dock a dog wonderfully like his own.

"
Coma here, Blucher,"

said be, and the dog came. Augenschl igjr threw up his hands,
exclaiming," Mein LieberG>ttl itii Blucuer's ghost1" and thea
swoonei. Hejwas takencare of by a fellow-p .s-enger,butitis feared
thathe will become permanently insane. The presence of the dog is
accounted for by the fact thathe wasenabled to sustain himself in
the waterseveralhoursby the buoyancy of a bjef'apluck, the meat
he had stolen from the cook's galley,until he happened toba picked
up by somesailorion the steamer Nornnndie,which, after the dog^
waspicked op,passed the Westphalia andreachedNew York fist,

InRome thecalibrationof thu cenle lary of St. Gregory VII.
wa9pistponed to June 1. Curious destiny, it must seem to thoso
outside the Church. An imnrisonelPopecelebrates tie eighh cen«
tenary of an exiled Pope, withaslittle fear of the future as if Pope*
hadn'evar diedin exile orhadnot worn the chiins of prisoners. Si,
whileL"ois celebrating this anniversary, so full of the Uasons of
hope that follow trials overcnn", we find one departmentof fie
Va'ican disturbing the Europeanbulancaby retnin-lini?the wjrldthat'" the question of the Pope's leaving Home remains alwaysopen,"and
another relivingthe Pope'sorders to plana gigan ie scheme of edu-
cation, ju9tas if the Pope wouldneverleave bis Eternal City. It is
not he whois temporarily enc impelon the Tiber, bat the Banlit
wholevies blackmail athis palacedoor. The robber will go,and the
Pope,eventhoughhe wereto temporarily retire, willfinally remain
the victor.— CatholicReview.

The private in the 19th Hussars whose letters from Egypt ara
publishedin thenewnumber of theNineteenth Century, gives some
interesting informationabout General Earle'sdeath. He waskilled
afterthe whole of the enemy'sposition had bnea taken, because he
insisted, against warnings,in

"
pokinghis h*>a t into a mud-hut

"
in

which some
"' rebels

" were secreted :— " The man who shot him
wasbrought out of thehouseby Major Slade, and was instantly cut
into ahundred piece*. There waaanother bouse found, withahorse
and camel, and iuside were26 men and their storeof ammunition,
and the whole lot wereburntalivein thehouse, and blown toatoms
by the continuous exploding of ammunition ; the horse andcamel
werealso burnt toacinder." London Truth says:— "General Earle
wasa brave man anddeserves allcredit, whichismore, itseems to
me,thancanbe said for 'his avengers,'"
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