
A BOY HERO.

QUEER CHARACTERS.
The baptizedCatholic whopersistently fails toobserve the regulationsof the Church, is generally indifferent because of ignorance,or one
whoby a life of sin really abandons hisreligion;but there is anotherclass, intelligent, honest and respectpd;versed in the doctrine andhistory of the Church, which they profess tobelieve andrevere, willdefend and support,and yet live without its pale. They willnever
deny their Catholicity, nor allow the slightest reproach to be castuponit;theymay eveninsistupon theirchildren attendingpunctually
to every observance,andurge others to do so; they may go to Mass
regularly,participate actively and generously m church work ; theybelieve,proclaimaadareable to prove the truth and divinity of theChtirch, and that only by faithfully complying withher tenets can
man be saved;that only by her sacraments canmanobtain thegracs
of salvation

—
but they never receive tne sacraments. They freely

acknowledge the necessity of their duty todo so ;the evil of their
example inscandalizing their children andothers; that their failure
to do soplaces them without the pale of the Church, and death with-
out repentance wouldcondemn them to hell. They know,apprecia-e,
and when urged or remonstrated with... frankly acknowledge it— yet,
jear after year tney continuetheirqueer courseof life. Professionally
and apparently to the outside obs rver they are Catholics, but wil-
fully and deliberately they disobey the Church law. They believe
and will defend precepts they will not Dractice ;they uphold anauthority they will not obey ; they will fight for a Church theyscandalize;they advise andperhaps enforce religious practices theypersistently neglect;they answer that ouisHe the Church tbere is nosalvation,anddeliberaielv place themselves out of it, and keepout :they coniend tbat there is but one road toheaven, and Btuboornlyrefuse to follow it. Aud they havebeen pursuing this life for year.-,despitepleadings of their pastors, uigingof fiidnda,and the prompt-ingsof theirown s-uses andconscience, and seemdisposed to continue

Thpy area soit of unsolvable problem. Itis useless to explain
to them the law of the Chuich and their duty:they know it. Toremind them of their neglect, they admit it. To upbraid them, they
submit humbly. To warn them of the daugers of eternal damnation
should they die in their slate, they fully realize it! To persuadethem, they promise— that is all. Ana so ihey go onyear after year
without repentance, without grace, with the sins of years upon theirsouls, trifling with God's mercy, tempting His justice, inviting Hiswrath,andcourting eternal damnation.

But they donot intend tobe lost. They hope to repent and be
saved. How ? When 1 0,some time. Will they live to see anotherlent,another month, another day1 @f course they are not certain
about that. They may die before the next sun, without an
opportunity to repent and make amends for the sins of years and
years

—
but though they see hell open before them they will risk

it anyhow. They are queer characters, and may God be merciful
to them.— Central Catholic.

The LibeHa Cattolica of Napleslearns on undoubled authority
that in naming Cardinal Oreglia as Camerlengo of the Catholic
Ghur-cb, theHoly Father gavehim instructions and special power to
authorisehim— if, at the moment of a future Conclavethe conditions
of the Holy See should continue in their present abnormal and
intolerable state— to convoke the Sacred College outside Rome to
enable themembers to proceed tranquilly to the election of anewPope.

A despatch from Littitz,Pennsylvania, of the 13th of May, says
—

The full details of the suicide of Mrs. Hiram Pfautz, and her detei-
mination to drown her five children, show one of the most heroic
efforts to save life on the part of her ten-year-old son. Uany, on
record in this section of the State. The mother, who wasthe wife tf
a nch farmer, aud an educated woman, had become demented
through religious madnesj. She wanted her seven children to go
withher toa mill-dam, a mile and ahalf away, to gather flowers.
The eldest did not go, their father being away from home. Mrs.
PfautK and her twosons, two daughters, and a babe went to the
dam. The boy Harry led the way. They sat a whilenear deep
water,when Mrs. Pfautza^ked Harry topickupa sticknear thedam.
He stooped todo so, whenthemother swiftly andnoiselessly rushed
up behind him and pushed him in. She then rapidly seized the
other three children anitossed them inoneby one, and then jumped
in herbelf,babe in arms. Harry,an expert swimmer, quickly got
out, andhauledhis brother, aged7, who hadclung to aboard,ashore.
Harry then jumped in, and safely biought his sister, aged 9 ashore.
Nothing daunted, he oncemore plunged in, andgraspedhis mother,
who still held the babe. Themother exclaimed fhe wanted todie, but
the boy bravely held on, and beggedher not toresist. By almost
superhuman effoit he succeeded in getting the mother and babe
safely out of the eight feet of water to the shore. Meanwhile the
other children stood speechless on the bank. The next moment
Harrydived in for his three-year-old sister, whohad sunk the third
time. Harry found the body at the first dive andbrought itup and
on tothe bank, closely pressing the little one to his breast. He at
once commenced rolling the body of the girl, but finally burst
into tears whenhe realised thathis little sister wasdead. His mother,
who stood shivering on the bank with the wet children, implored
HaTy to runback to the farm to get a waggon to bring them home.
Suspecting his mother, he implored her not to do anything rash.
Sbe promised not to, but the boy concluded to take the two children
back with him, leaving the mother and babe alive with the dead
child. The three children went home intheir wet clothes aud there
told the horrified father what occurred. He quickly drove to the
scene,but found no one. The moment thatHarry and the children
had gone themother seized the dead child and her babe and again
leap3d into the water,andsank torise nomore.
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THINGS STRANGE AND WONDERFUL. THE DYNAMITEEXPLOSIONS.

BUB&LY this world would be soon reduced to a dreadful state, were
theProtestant idea of private interpretation,withall its legitimate-daductions,toreceive the actual approbationof the world. Privateinterpretation,as applied to moral conduct, means that there can be
DOfixedand positivestandard of right, other tthaa > the iqdividnal
conscience;mo voiceof general authority, which is with certainty,
todraw the linesbetween what is'good and whatis evil, pemittitig
the one,and prohibiting the other. Provided that only a personbrings himself to the belief thatparticularacts are justifiable,orthat
particnlaropinionsare sound, he may practice the oneandadvocatetheother, whateverbe their characters;and no,other manor womanhasthe right or power to authoritatively condemn what the first haschosen thus todo, or to proclaim.

TJie Mormonmay take downhis Bible andread how the early
Hebrews werepermitted to take to themselves a plurality of wives,
and he may argue himself into the conviction that.what was lawfulfor others, thousands of years ago, is equally lawful for him, in
presentdays,and, having thus satisfied his judgment, he has the in-trinsic right both to practiceand topreach polygamy.

Some time since, a Protestantparson contended that it was law-fulunder certain circumstances, tocommit suicide,andof course the"individual conscience" it is which is to determine when the"
proper circumstances" have arrived;therefore man may take hisownlife,practjpally,at bis own will.Certainindividualsare evennowpreaching that the idiotic anddeformed should be slain, in order to improve thecondition of thehuman race ;andmenof such views,do no wrongin advocating their

"bominable theories, if they have only convinced themselves thatthey are right. And to go a step further, still upon the line of
private interpretation,any oneof these "advanced thinkers " may
put his theories into practice, and innocently kill an idiotic or de-formed brother;provided only, the slayer begins by satisfying hisownconscience that this is the proper thing todo.

And Martin Luther, with other ofthe early reformers, so-called,
approved of adultery ; and might not others follow in theseopinions, theoretically and practically, and come to banishentirely themarriage relation ? But, wemight follow in this train,
ad infinitvm. Suffice it, therefore, to remark, that Protestant
doctrines are assuredly among the number of the things that are
strange and wonderful.— Exchange.

(DublinEreeman, May£3.)
The trial of Cunningham and Burtonon a charge of treason-felony,
arising out at the dynamite explosionsin London, terminated <jn
Mondayi Theprisonerswere convictedandsentencedto the extremepenalty of the '48 statute

—
penal servitude for life. Although the

trial extendedovera full week, the evidencebeing,minuteand volu-
minous, the jury appear to havehad very little difficulty in making
up their minds, being absent only fifteen minutes from the time they
left thebox until they handed down their verdict. With the justice
of the verdict Judge Hawkins expressedbis entire concurrence, but
those whohavecarefully followed the evidence,no matterbow muga
and naturally incensed against dynamiters, must have been struck
with the absence of anything in the shapeof direct testimony of the
complicity of the twomenin the cowardly outrages with which they
were charged. The evidence was altogether circumstantial, and
Burton, who seems tobe a man of more than ordinary intelligence,
cleverly enough observed before sentence, that although from the
moment the explosionsoccurred the whole weightof the ftorerp*
ment and thatof theUnited States was brought to bear,yet there
w.s nothingbut circumstantial evidence adduced at the trial. The
Attorney-Generalin opening thecase set out with the allegation that
the prisonersbelonged toa vast conspiracy formedtolevy waragainst
the Queen,bat as Mr.Little, the counsel for Burton, remarked in his
speech for the defence,noproofs were forthcoming of the allegation;
there wasnoevidenceof a vast conspiracy,and no corroboration of
the statement that Cunningham and Burtonbelonged to any such
body, Strong suspicion unquestionably attached to the conduct of
the twoprisontrs. Burton's passages to and from America, the coat
he wore onboard the ship, and which subsequently turned upin one
of the infernal machines, his possessionof the boxes withdelators— these were incidents which createduprimafacie case agaiast him.
But his explanation,made with the permission of the court, before
hiscounsel spoke to the evidence, wasat least plausible,and in one
or twopoints suggested the extreme danger of quickly accepting the
evidence against him. So, too,in Cunningham's case. An alias is
always an element to be reckoned dead against the pris ncr, and
rightly too. When aman conceals his name, itis something more
than&jresu>nptio juris that he is concealing something else. But
he also, to a certain extent, disentangled the net which ihe Crown
woveabout him, and there was something in thepoint thatii he
contemplated the blowiug up of the Tower he would be unlikely to
remain there while the experiment was inoperation. Cunningham,
it will be remembered, was found with the other visitors on the occa-
sion in the Tower, and was detained by the police. Speculation
upon the evidenceis now, however, lruitless, and, whatever doubts
weentertain, we sincerely trust the Crownhas convicted the rigbt
men. The authors of the nearly simultaneous explosions at the
Tower and at Westminister were foul and miserable dastards, whose
presence among men was a peat to society. If their insane object
was merely to blow up public buildings, the effect ot their plans
was to placein imminent jeopardy the lives of womenand children
andof perfectly harmless tourists. Indeed,the whole terrible series
of dynamiteoutrages in England call,by their utter brutality and
savagery, for the vigilant co-operation with the authorities of every
respectablemember 3t' the community in ridding society of its most
ferocious enemy. It will have been observed that throughout the
trial of Cunningham and Burton not evenan atttmpt was made to
identify them with this country aud with its people.
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