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THINGS STRANGE AND WONDERFUL.

—_—

BURRLY this world would be soon reduced to a dreadful state, were
the Protestant idea of private interpratation, with all ita legitimate
deduotions, to receive the actnal approbation of the world. Private
interpretation, ae applied to moral conduct, means that there can be
@0 fixed and positive standard of right, other :than the igdividnal
conscience ; mo voice of general authority, which is with certainty,
todraw the lines between what is'good and what is evil, pepmitting
the one, and probibiting the other, Provided that only a person
brings himseif to the belief that particalar acts are justifiable, or that
particalar opinions are sound, he may practice the one and advocate
the otber, whatuver be their characters ; and no,other man or woman
bas the right or power to authoritatively condefnn what the fitat has
chosen thus to do, or to proclaim.,

The Mormon may take down his Bible and read how the early
Hebrews were permitted to take to themselves a plurality of wives,
and be may argue himself into the conviction that what was lawfol
for others, thousands of years mgo, is equally lawful for him, in
present days, and, having thus satisfied his judgment, he has the in-
trinsic right both to practice and to preach polygamy,

Bome time since, a Protestant parson contended that it was law-
ful under certain circamstances, to commit swieide, and of course the
“individual cobscience ™ it is which is to determine when the
“ proper circumstances ' have arrived ; therefore man may take his
own life, practically, at his own wiil,

Certain individuals are even now preaching that the idiotic and
deformed should be slain, in order to improve the condition of the
Baman race ; and men of such views, do no wrong in advoeating their
sbominable theories, if they have only coavinced themselves that
they are right, And to go a step further, still upon the line of
private interpretation, any one of thege “advanced thinkers™ may
put his theories into practice, and innocently kill an idiotie or de-
formed brother ; provided only, the slayer beging by satisfying his
omn conseience that this ia the proper thing to do.

And Martin Luther, with other of the early reformers, so-called,
approved of adaltery; and might not others follow in these
opwnions, theoretically and practically, and come to banish
entirely the marriage relation? But, weé might follow ia this train,
ad infinifum. Suffice it, therefore, to remark, that Protestant
doctrines are assuredly among the number of the things that are
strange and wonderful,—Exchange.

QUEER CHARACTERS,

THE baptized Catholic who persistently fails to observe the regunlations
of the Charch, is generally indifferent beeause of ignorance, or one
who by alife of sin really abandons his religion ; bot there is another
class, intelligent, honest and respected; versed in the doctrine and
history of the Church, which they profess to believe and revere, will
defend and support, aud yet live without its pale. They will never
deny their Catholicity, nor allow ihe slightest reproach to be cast
apoan it ; they may even insist npon their children attending punctually
1o every observance, and urge others to do so ; they may po to Mass
regularly, participate actively and generously in church work ; they
believe, proclaim and are able to prove the trnth snd divinity of the
Charch, aod that only by faithfully complying with her tenets can
ran be saved ; that ooly by her sacraments can man obtain the gracs
of salvation—but they never receive the sacraments, They freely
acknowledge the neccs:dty of their duty to doso ; the evil of their
example in scandalizing their children and others ; that their fadure
to do so places them without the pals of the Church, and death with-
out repentance would condemn them to betl. They know, apprecia‘e,
and when urged or remonstirated wuh, frankly acknow.edge b--yet,
year after year toey cootinue their queer course of life.  Professionally
and apparently to he outside obs rver they are Catholies, but wil-
fully and deliverately they disobey the Church law, They believe
and will defend precepts they will not practice ; they upbold aa
authority they will not obey ; they will fight for a Charch they
scandalize ; they adviss and perhaps enfurce religious practices Lhey
persistently neglect ; they answer that outsi-le the Church there is no
galvation, and deliberaielv place themselves out of :t, and keep out ;
they conlend that there i8 but one rvad to heaven, and atubpornly
refuse to follow it. Aud they have been pursutog this life for vear:,
despite pleadings of thair pastors, wiging of friends, and the prompt-
ings of their own s 'nses and conscience. und seem disposed to continue
it.

Tkey are a soit of unsolvable problem. It is useless to explain
to them the law of the Chuich and their duty : they know it. To
remind them of their neglect, they admit it. To upbraid them, they
submit humbly. To warn them of the dangers of eternal damnation
should they dia in their state, they fully realize it! To persuade
them, they promise—that is all. And so they go on year after year
withont repentance, without grace, with the sins of years upon their
souls, trifling with God's mercy, tempting His justice, inviting His
wrath, aed courting eternal damnatiosn,

But they du not intend to be lost., They hope to repent and be
saved. How! When! @, pome time, Wil they live to see another
lent, another month, another day? QOf conrse they are not certain
abont that, They may die before the next sun, without an
opportunity to repent and make amends for the sins of years and
years—but though they see hell open before them they will risk
it anyhow. They are queer characters, and may God be merciful
10 them — Central Catholic,

L ]

The Liberta Caltolice of Napleslearns on undoub'ed authority
thet in naming Cardinal Oreglia as Camerlengo of the Catholic
Chuech, the Holy Father gave him instructions and special power to
authorise him-—if, at the moment of a tauture Conclave the corditions
of the Holy Bee should continue in their present aboormal and
intolerakle mtate—to convoke the Sacred College outside Rome to
;nable the members to proceed trawguilly to the election of & pew

ope.

THE DY¥NAMITE EXPLOSIUNS,

. (Dublin Freeman, May £3.) .
Tag trial of Cunningbam and Burton on a cherge of treason-felgny,
arising out qf the dynamite explosions in London, terminated qn
Monday. The prisoners were convicted and sentenced to the extreme
penalty of the 48 statute—penal servitnde for life, Although the
trial extended over a full week, the evidence being .minuts and volg-
mingns, the jury appear to have had very little difficulty in making
up their minds, being absent only fifteen minubes from the time they
left the box until they handed down their verdict. With the justice
of the verdict Judge Hawkins expressed his entire concurrence, bmt
thoss who bave carefully foliowed the evidence, ne matter bow mugh
and naturally incensed against dynamiters, must have been struek
with the absence of anything in the shape of direct testimony of the
complicity of the two men in the cowardly outrages with which they
were charged, The evideace was altogether cucnms_t.anl:ial, ahd
Barton, who seems to be a man of more than ordinary intelligence,
cleverly enongh observed before sentence, that although from the
moment the explosions coeurred the whola weight of the @orvern-
ment and that of the United States was brought to bear, yét there
w18 nothing bat circumstantial evidence adduced at the trial, The
Attoipey-General in opening the case sat out with the allegation that
the prisoners belonged 10 vast conspiracy formed tolevy war gga.ingt
the Quesn, but 38 Mr, Little, the counsel for Burton, remarle i bjs
speech for the defence, no proofs weré fortheoming of the 4 lqgn.fmn ;
there was no evidence of a vast coaspiracy, and no corroboration of
the statement that Cunningham and Burton belonged to any such
body, Btrong soapicion unquestionably attached to the copduot -of
the two prisoners, Burton's passages to and from America, the coat
he wore on board the ship, and which subsequently turned up in one
of the :nfernal machines, his possession of the hoxes with dp;qnatma
—these were incidents which created a prima facie case agaigst hima,
But his explanation, made with the permission of the court, . hefore
his connse} spoke to the evidence, was at least plausible, and in one
or 1wo points suggested the extreme danger of quickly accepting the
evidence against bim. 8o, too,in Cunningham’s case. An aligs is
always an element to be reckened dead against the pris ver, and
rightly too, When a man conceals his name, it in something more
than & 7 reswnptio juris that he ia concealing something else. But
hz also, to a certain extent, disentangled the net which the Crown
wove about him, and there was somcthing in the point that if he
contemplated the blowiug up of the Tower he would be uolikely to
remmain there while the experiment wae in operation. Cunningham,
it will be remembered, was found with the other visitors oo the occa-
pion in the Tower, and was detained by the police. S8pecnlation
upon the svidence is now, howerver, truitless, and, vgha.tever doubts
wa entertain, we sincerely trust the Crown has convicted the rigot
men. The anthors of the nearly simunltaneons explesions at the
Tower and at Westminister wera foul and miserable dasiards, whose
presence amopg men was & pest to society. If their insane object
was merely to blow up public buildings, the effsct ol their pluas
was 1o place in imminent jeopardy the lives of women and children
and of parfectly harmless fourists, Indeed, the whole terrible series
of dynemite outrages in England call, by their utter brutality and
savagery, for the vigilant co-operation with the autborities of every
rzspectable member at the commumity in riddiog society of its most
ferocious enemy, It will have been observed that throughout the
trial of Cunningham and Burton not even an attempt was made to
identity them with this country and with ita people.

A BOY HERO

—————

A DESPATCH from Lititz, Pennsylvania, of the 18th of May, says—
The frll details of the suicide of Mrs, Hiram Pfautz, and her dete:-
mination to drown her five children, show oue of the most berore
ctforts to save life on the part of her tem-year-old son, Har:y, on
record in this section of the Stats, The mother, who waa the wife of
a fleh farmer, and an educated womam, bad become demeoted
through religious madness, Bhe wanted her seven children to go
with ber to & mill-dam, a mile and a half away, to gather flowers,
The eldest did not go, their father being away [rem home, Mrs,
Pfautr aed her two soms, two daughters, and a babe went to the
dam. The boy Barry led the way. They sat & while near deep
water, when Mre. Pfautz asked Harey to pick upa ntic_k near the dam.
He stooped to do s0, when the mother swiftly and noiselessly rushed
up behind him and pushed him 1n, She then rapidly seized the
other three children an i tossed them in one by one, and then jumped
in herself, babe in arms. Harry, an expert awimmer, quickly got
out, and hauled his brother, aged 7, who had clung to a beard, ashore.
Harry then jomped in, aod safely biought his sister, aged 9 ashore.
Nothing daunted, he once more plunged in, and grasped his mother,
who still held the babe, The mother exclaimed she wanted to die, but
the boy bravely held on, and begged her not to resist, By almost
guperbuvman efforit he succeeded 1n getting the motber a.nq babe
safcly out of the eight feet of water to the shore, Meanwhile the
other children stood speechless on the bank., The next moment
Harcy dived ia for his three-year-old sister, who had sunk the third
time. Harry found the body ut the firet dive and bronght it up and
on to the bank, closely pressimg the little one to his breast, He at
once commencud rolling the body of the girl, but finally burst
into tears when ha realised that his little sister was dead. Hns_ mother,
who stood Shivering on the baok with the wet children, implored
Harry to run back to the farm to get a waggon to bring the:m home.
Buspecting his mother, he implored her not fo do anything rash.
She promised not 10, but the boy concluded to take the two children
back witn him, leaving the mother and babe alive with the dead
child, The thres ohiidren went home in their wet clothes and there
told the horrified father what oocurred. He gquickly drove to the
gcene, but found no one. The moment that Harry and the chiliren
bad gone the mother scized the dead child and her babe and again
leap:d into the water, and gank to rise no more.



