
Poet's Corner.publishedin their rules. Irelandatonceawoke to the call. These
objects cutat the very rootof Irishevil. Priests and people joined
together,— thepriests tokeepthe peoplefromsecretsocietiesofwhat-
everkind they might be,and to restrain the people from -violence.
The Irish love their bishopsandpriestsasthey,love the Pope,and
haveneveryetdisregarded the command of Holy Church. Is ttore
in the wholeworlda nationwhere priestsandpeopleareso united?
Lord Cowper was thenLordLieutenant of Ireland. Tbe Govern-
ment taw that a greatpower was rising inIreland, and they grevr
afraid, for it wasa Catholicpower,andconstitutional so far. Lord
Cowpermade a speech. Hesaid he would drive this Land Leaga*
under the surface. Hedidso. Seizedanoccasion tomakeit illegal.
The meetings werepublicuntilhe took this action, andthen by one
misguided stroke he drove the priests fromthe society, and con-
sequently droveitunder thesurface andintotne hands of, perhaps,
men who, driven to desperation, believed only insecretsocieties.
Had Irelandnot been aspurely Catholicasshe is the result might
havebeen terrible. The Lawof Saspecte waspassed,and if only a
policeman stated that he twpected a manhe wasat once put into
prison.Notrial,noredress,but tostay thereattheLordLieutenant's
will. Men wereruined and homesbrokenup. The time was terrible
in Ireland,andbut for theprudenceand zeal of the Irishpriesthood
and episcopacy,Ireland might havebeen againbathed ina sea of
blood. A garrisonof above30,000 soldiersandnearly 20,000 semi*
military police filled Irelandtooverawe thepeople. This was the
resultof Cowper's driving the agitationunder the surface. Itwasa
terribletime for Ireland.Ishall speakofcheNoBentManifestoinmy
next letter,and then of theNationalLeague. Iwishmerelytostate
facts,and to put them quietly beforeyour readers. lam not afraid
of fair, unbiassed public opinion. Ichallenge denial. Looking
calmly at thesematters,does itnot seemawonder that Irelandis ao
good and faithful as sheia 1 We love and respectour bishops and
priests,we naveeverbeenfaithful tothem andto ourholy religion;
weshall everbe so, please God, for Irishmen take as their motto.
11 Faith first,Fatherlandafter."

A CatholicandAn Irishman.

REAPING THE WHIRLWIND.

THE EXILE'S SONG TO THE VIRGIN.
(ByPatrickSabsfieldOassidy.;

( Jevtnts salve, Vierge incomparable,orpin(let fimnde toutet let
oertuet." ■

O Mary,queen of theangel land,
On thy beaming throneof start,

Whoholdesttheshield in thy guardianhand
Which thedartsof the temptermars.

When o'er the worldIwanderafar
For ahome myownland cannotyield,

Be thon, HolyMother,myguiding star,
Andmy soul in allparity shield.

AndO, wberesoe'erthrough lifeIrove
On the VirginI'llrely;

Forher heart's agushing fount oflove
Thatnever canrandry.

And whether atropicalnun'shot ray
Shallburn above my head,

Or far in thenorthernlandsIstray
With the silentsnow for my bed,

I'lllook aroundanda typeI'llsee
Of theVirgin where'erIgo,

For thoughts shallarise ofher parity
WhenIlook on the stainlesssnowI

And thenI'llpray to the Virginpure,
Tbe wanderer'sguiding star,

To leadmy steps through the worldsecure,
When away 'midthestrangers far.

When,thechaste, puremoono'er theearth shallroll
Her light from thestarrysphere,

rilwhisper then tomy listening soul
—

'Tis the smile of the Virgin dearIAnd, again, when thebeamsofthebroadnoonday
tftallstream from thebending skies,

So the love of the Virgin warms, I'llsay,
Ihesoul that onher relies!

And so, wheresoe'erthrough lifeItore,
On the VirginI'llrely ;

For her pity deepandardent love
Shallprompt aguardian eye1

AsIlist by the shore toeach wavethatbreaks
So soft vn the silvery strand

—
"

Iwill think 'tis the voiceof the Virgin speaks
Tome from her angel land;

AndI'llsay when the surgesrollinBpume
Andlash on thesounding shore, , �Thus obduratesouls to their dreadfuldoom

''
') ■

Bushon 'mid the demons'roar! '-''''
On thebillowsof life, when tempest tost,

O. theVirgin I'llimplore
To guide me safe till theocean'sctossed

To tbe bright eternalshoreI '

CANTERBURY CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY.

(From theAmerican, Philadelphia.)
The annexationof Ireland by the mostprofligate exercise of base
influences, and the conquestof Indiaby the sword,mayhaveseemed
themeans to consolidate and strengthen the country. They have
proved tbe reverse. For India'ssake theEnglish haveplunged into
oneunjust warinEgyptandanotherinthe Soudan. FarIndia'ssake
they havebeen trembling on the vergeof awar with the great em
pireof the Slavsand the Tartars. For India's sake they have been
obliged toabdicate their just position inEurope,and to count as a
cipher in thepolitics of the continent, where,70 yearsago,they held
thefirst place. Andinto how manymure perplexities their Indian
possessions will carry them, itis impossible to foresee.

In the caseof Ireland theNemesis for thepaßt sinsis still more
visible. The Union introduced into tbe Imperial Parliament 105
members,whoareand alwayshave been analien and a disturbing
element there. These mencouldnotdo justicetotheirconstituencies
withoutmakingadisturbanceinLondon. They cannotbetter please
theirconstituencies thanbyseeingtoitthatthedisturbanceisasexten-
siveandasoffeusiyeaspossible. TheIrishpeoplehavenointerestin the
maintenanceofthe HouseofCommons; theironehopeis tobe forever
rid of all connectionwith it. So long as they ar« forced to send
theirmembersto London, instead of meeting in Dublin, they are
wellcontent tohave these membersregarded as a nuisance. And in
the last five years this has been doneso effectually that the English
are beginning tosee that the Treaty of "Unionwaaagiganticmistake.
Irelandis like the Scotch fairy, who canaot be brought into the
House exceptby the exercise of bheer force,and who, wnen oace in
it will shakeit to its very foundations beforeshe is done.'

A House of Commons wiih105 Irian members,mostly followers
of Mr.Parnell, is beginning to be seen to be an impossibility in
practical politics. Hence the frank suggestion of some English
Tories that Irelandbe disfranchised. That wouldbe one way of get
tingTid of the difficulty, butitis not one that England dares take.
Itwould put an end to the Treaty of Union which expressly stipu-
latesfor the 105 membeis. The other way out of the difficulty is a
frank jepealof theUnion. If thatbe done without any appeal to
arms on the Irish side, the effect ou the temper of the peoplewill
be most beneficial. If itbe dove as a concession to threats when
England is insome great peril,like thatof a century ago,then Ing-
laud will have a< quireda permanent and dangerous enemy. If it
be done as the outcome of an Irish uprising whenEnglandisinparil,
the danger will be still moreimmediate. Andbeforethisgeneration
has passedaway,it willbe doneafter someone of theße fashions.

Christchurch, August 1.
OwiNtt to someoversight theproceedings of the above Society have
not been reported for some time, though since last reportseveral
interesting items have taken place; nor doIintend atpresentto
occupy your space with a lengthy report of these proceeding!.
Suffice it tosay that the Society continues to live and flourish.

At theyearly meeting, held June 16, the Rev. Father Bowers
waselected President for tbeensuing year,Mr.B.Dobbin (fit. Leo's
High(School), Vice-President,andMr. J. C. Scanlan, Secretary and
Treasurer.

On June 23 tbe Rev. President delivered an address to the
members,.which has alreadyappearedinyourcolumns. On thesame
evening the Societyhad thepleasureof receivinganesteemedformer
President, Mr. Maskell, who then,as well as ou the following Tues-
day, expressed a sincere hope that the Society would continue toflourish, and promised todoall inhis powertopromote the Society's
welfare. He banded ina prizeof twoguineas tobe awarded to the
moßt usefulmember during thepastyear,andannouncedhiiintention
of renewing the prize thisyear. Vive Maskell1

Since then ttie Society's meetings have been held weekly on
Tuesday evenings. Tbe programmeshavebeenvaried and interest*
iug, oneparticularly so— viz.,adebateon"The Probable Besulti of
the Fallof the Gladstone Ministry." The progiamme for Joly 21
consisted of tbe readingof originalpapersby junior members, fora
prize offered by Mr; Corr. This was awarded to Mr. O'Shaugnnessy
for an essay on "Education." On last 'luesday evening the pro-
gramme consisted of miscellaneous questions, many of which were
asked to testthe theologicallore of the Key.President.

A freshproof of the abnormal andintolerablesituationinwhich
the Sovereign Pontiff is placed will, unless steps be taken by the
Italian Government to prevent it, be exhibited before tbe eyesof
the indignant Catholic world. The freethinkersof FranceandItaly
haveresolved tohold an anti-clerical Congressin the coarse of tbe
present year at Borne itself. Special bonours aretobe paid ts the
memory of Voltaire and of Garibaldi. An ex-Syndic of Rome, M.
Pianciani,a wellknown infidel, is to be asked to preside. No doubt
numerousprotests will be issued against their flagrant attempt to
insult tbeHead of the Catholic Church in his own home, but they
have not much chance of being listenedto. Another Congress of
reetbinkersis likewise this year to ha heldac Antwerp. Its organ-
zera belong to the Federation of freethinking societies. This
Federation held its first meetingat Brusselsin 1880 andsubsequent
meetings have taken place at London, Paris and Amsterdam. On
the present occasion the principal subject to be treatedis thatof
neutral orirreligious education which is the object most ardently
desired by all those who desire to' banish from human society a
belief ia Go<J and thepracticeof thosemoralduties which religion
incMlctAes.— Bombay Catholic Examimr.
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The curativepower of' Ayer'sSarsaparilla is too well known to
require thespecious aid of any exaggerated or fictitious certificate.
Witnesses uf its marvellous curesare to-day Hying in,every city and
hamletof the land. Write fornamei if you wanthomeevidence


