
(TheNation, July 19.)
Thb questionno longer is whetherwe shall haveHome Bule;itiswhatshape and form theHome Bule arrangement is to take,andwhere the lineis toba drawnbetweenlocal and Imperialaffairs.During thepastfive years, throughall thehardstruggles of theIrish nationand theIrishparty,in themidstofcoercion andrepres-
sion, and expulsions and suspension?, and under a fire of abuse,calumny,and contumely directedagainstIreland's representatives,theHome Kule cause wasbeingwon. English statesmen werebeingeducatedup toiit,even thoughthere were few visible indicationsofthefact. Well might thebravesoldiersof theIrish cause in thosedark days say to theirover-confident enemies and to the faint-heartedamongtheir friends,in the words ofanEnglish poet:—

Say not the struggle naught a^aileth,
The labourand the woundsarevain,The enemy faintsnot,nor faileth,
And as they havebeen, things remain.

For whilethe tiredwavesvainly breaking
Seemhere nopainful inchtogain,Faroff, through creeks andinletsmaking,
Comessilent, flooding in, themain.

To-day we can all see the in-rush of the tide. Home Rule hasadmittedly enteredinto the region ofpracticalpolitics;itsadvocacy
is no longer confined to Irish members :the leading statesmenofEngland, the young and vigorous politicians whose hands will soonhave the ruling of the destinies of that country, nowmake it aportionof everyspeech theyaddress to thepublic opinionof England.Irishself-government is, if wemayadopt acurrent politicalphrase,a leading plankin the platform which is being constructed for thenew Parliament;and we in Ireland may well congratulate our-selves upona fact sofullof gloriouspromise for our country.Itis really refreshing toread someof the observations on thissubject made by ex.Cabinet Ministers sincetheir hands have beenfreedand their tongues unloosedby the defeat of theGovernment.For years past these must have felt convinced of the truth andjusticeof the Irish demands,andin opposing them they musthavebeen sinning against the light. To-day we find themdenouncing thesystem of rule existing in this country in language apparentlyadopted from Mr. Parnell, Mr. Sexton, and Mr. Healy. Mr.Chamberlain,speaking at ameeting held at West Islington on the17th inst., thusreferredto DublinCastle :—'" The time has come to reform altogether the absurd andirritating anachronism whichis known asDublin Castle, to sweepaway altogether those alienboards and foreign officials, and tbsubstitute for them agenuine administrationof purely Irish business.Thatis the work to which thenew Parliament will be called."In the sameremarkablespeech theright hon. gentlemansaid :—"The pacification of Irelandat this moment,asIbelieve,dependsupon the cession to Ireland of the right to govern itself in the
matter of its purely domestic business. Ido not believe that thegreat majority of Englishmen have the slightest conception of thesystem under whichthis free nation attempts torule a sister country.Itis a system whica is foundedon the bayonetsof thirty thousandsoldiexß encamped permanently as in a hostile country. It is asystem as completelycentralised andbureaucraticasthat withwhichRussiagoverns Poland,or that which wascommon in Venice underAustrian rule. AnIrishmanat this moment cannotmove a step, hecaanot lifta finger inany parochial,municipal,or educational workwithout being confronted,interfered with,controlled, byanEnglishomcial appointedby a foreign Government,and without a shadoworashade of representative authority."
c- Jfn laQgas.ge somewhat less forcible, butyet to the same effect,Sir Charles Dilke and Mr. Herbert Gladstone have spoken. Fromprominentmembers of theConservativeparty wehave as yet had nosimilar declarations, but wehavebut little doubt thatthere aremenamongst them whoseopinionsdo not fallfar shortof themark aboveindicated. If thatbe so, the sooner they speak out the better,forassuredly Ireland willgiveher preference totheDarty that will givencr the fullest concession of her political lights.

*

To bothparties we would say that as this Home Rule question,
isat last to be takenup withaview to the pacificationand content-ment of Ireland,the wisest course will be to deal with itin a largeandliberal spirit. Petty reforms, though they may not be spurnedby the Irish people,will neither endnor ease the strainbetween thetwo countries. It is oetter to strike the public mind, touch thepublic heart, and gratify the national sentiment by a frank con-
cession ot the demandfor anative Parliamentthanto haverecourseto miserable makeshifts which would satisfy no one and settlenothing. Ireland wantsnot a board toadministerEnglish law,buta Parliament to legislate for the Irishnation. On that basisa treatyof peacecaneasily bemade between the two nations,and feelings ofmutual respect andgoodwill may follow in the course of time;butshort of such an arrangementnostopor stay can be putupon Irishpolitical effort. Unrest, agitation, and contention will continue toembitter the relationsof the twocountries. We hope the bolderandbetter line will be takenby tbe statesmen who have made up theirnnads to handle this great political question. We warn them thatparochialorprovincial arrangements will not suit in this case;wetake leave to remind themthat what they have to deal withis anation— a natiou that has been overborne andcast down,but neversubjugated;a nation whose sufferings maybe prolonged, but whoserights willnever be surrendered. If they havea full appreciation
of these facts wemayhope that thescheme which they willpresent
to the new Parliament will be one Which Irelandcan honourablyaccept, and which will deserve to be hailed with satisfaction andpleasureby theIrishrace ailover the world.
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Thefollowing is thefifth letter of the remarkableseries apuearine
XT-KT--c 81gaature"A CatholicandanIrishman,"intheF^ff^S,

TO THIS HDITOE.Sir,— As a OatholioandaaIrishmanImust,in thename of theIrishpeople, thank Uhita CaUolica for the manner,in which mylettershavebeen received,andan opportunity affordedme for stat-ing,as far asIcan, thecaseof Ireland. Foreign opinion reeardineIrelandis iaa greatmeasure formedfromtheEnglish papers-avery'prejudiced anddeadlysource. Itis agreatpity thatIrishjournalsarenot consultedby foreigners when theywishto know the truthaboutIrishaffairs. As wellmight a man outside thetrue faith,anxious toknowthe tenthabouttheInfallibilityof thePope, the VaticanOoun-cil,orthe Syllabus, consult, as an unerring guide,Mr. Gladstone'sbook,entitled« Vaticanism,"or the Freemason' journals:or, if hedesired toknow the truth about the Temporal Power, take as hisguide the most Freethiuking memberof the ItalianParliament,asany foreigner takeforhis authority about Irish affairs the Englishjournals,Mr. Errington,or themanyEnglishcliquesinRome(1don'tcarehow pious theindividual'members may1 be> <Mr. Errinfc»ton—67
M

y questionis askedlabou};Win,inihe English1Parliament—"Mr. Gladstonerepudiateshim as anaccreditedMinister at BbmaSurely, if he had a spark of manhoodhe wouldnot occupy such adoubtfulposition. However,Ithink Ishall lethim alone for sometime, as really thecreature is not worthit. He bas been untrue totheprinciplesonwhich theIrish peopleelected'him to'enter Parlia-ment. Poor fellow,historywill, if it speaks of him at all,Ukelychronicle him aa something, very small, very mean, and scarcelyworthcontempt. '" " "'
i>

*
What was the Land League? What really wereits objectsfLandLeague. The nameof LandLeague is a million times worsethan Freemason inthe eyes of many Mnglish aristocratic Catholicsto whomevenIrish Catholicismis a thingtobeadmittedandspokenof, well, "as verygood, youknow,"but, afterall,Vulgar. With themanything Irishis,notchio. Ihave already spokenofHome Rale Ihave told, too,ofDanielO'Connell'slong constitutionalagitations foranative Parliament.
Until the year 1870, the Irish peoplehad topayanenormoussum of money everyyear for thesupportof theProtestantChurch inIreland,although more than three-fourths of the populationof Ire-land was Catholic. AnAct wasalso passedbyMr.Gladstone aboutthe year1860, toamend theLandLawsof Ireland. This Act gaveinsomemeasurearight to the land to theinhabitantsof one provinceonly inIreland, and that wasinUlster, where by far the greatestnumberofProtestantslived. Inthe South,East,and Westof Irelandthe farmersgotno benefitby this Land Act. The South, the Eastand the West wereCatholic. "45utio disceomnes."

'
Manufactorieshad been discouraged inIreland. In fact, in theCatholic parts of Ireland before the year 1800 the woollentrade hadflourished. Special laws werepassed tosuppressit, whileatthesametime the linen trade wasfostered by theGovernmentin the so-calledProtestantpart of Ireland— viz., theNorth. Infact, in theCatholicparts otIrelandnothing wasleft to thembutto bemeretillersof thesoil— "hewers of wood and drawers of water." When they badtilled and fertilised the soil they werestill atthe mercyof the land-lords, whocould throw them out any day,nomatter how long theyor their forefathers had worked in that land. Or the landlordmightcomeand raise therent when he liked. Was thisnot asad atate%faffairs ? Yetsuch was,andevenis,Ireland. The diocese ofMeathoneof themost fertilespots inIreland

—
richer fat ina way than thefertile plains of Lombardy— badin1846; 340,000Catholics. J&ow itbas only one-half— viz.,170,000 (onehundred andseventy thousand)

Catholics. The MostBey. Dr.Nulty,Bishopof Meath, can bear meout in this,Ithink. Iappeal tohim,althoughIonlyknowhim fromthe public Press. Think of what he sawin Mountnugent whenhewas a curateonly, when,asIsaid, 700 people were evicted in oneday,asIstated inmy last letter,and ask yourself, if he has, as hehas, theheart of agoodCatholicbishop,must henot feelsore-heartedover the state of his diocese. As he makes his visitation andsees thecattle grazing whereha Knew there wereinoldentimes happy homesandfiresides, musthe not feel deeply thestateofIreland1 Iwonderhe is so charitable. English papers have writtenstrongly aboutbislast pastoral. Putyourself in his position,and youmust admire asItake it,his charity and forbearance,"Abunodiseeomnes," asIhavesaid.
TheLandLeague wasfoundedbyMichaelDavitt, a name dearto Ireland. Inhis youth himself and his family had been thrownon the roadside. HewenttoEngland, wherehesupportedhismotherandlost his arm in a factory. His mindwas filled with the terriblesceneshe had witnessedandexperienced. A youngmanat thetimeof the abortive and foolish attemptat rebellionin1866, he threwhimself into thecause. He was wrong, buthe was young aDd biaexperiencehadbeenawful. Ihave often heard him sincepublicly

stateinmeetings to young hot-bloodedmen,who cried out,
"Letusappealto the rifleor the sword1

"
that they were foolish and mustbe wise; that hebadentertained thoseideas,but that that wasnotthe way to win the cause of Ireland. He has only one arm. 'Ibelieve he wouldnot onlygiveit buthis life forIreland. What didhe do1 He sold arms in1866, wascondemnedto fifteenyears'penalservitudein 1870. Intheprisonbe commenced tostudy, madehim.

self a master of languages,and,aboveall,of politicaleconomy,until
the very Government which imprisonedhim set himfree to examinehim aboutprisondiscipline and technical education. [donot agreeperhaps with allhis views;neither doIagree withall the views ot
the Parliamentary Party;butIadmirethemen who are workingsoearnestly for a commoncause,whichmust and will succeed, for theIrish aTe Catholic to theheart, and they pray for God's blessing ontheir work, and it must succeed. Catholics first, Irishmen after-
wards. These are our watchwords. MichaelDavitt wasthe founderof the Land League. Igive now the objects of this League as
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The only Bate and sure cure for GravelorUrinary troublesisAmwicanCo.'sHopBitters. Proveit. Bead.


