
Another Christyminstrel entertainment, in aid of the ConventBuilding Fund, is to be given by the members of our local AmateurDramatic Club on the 2lstinsb. Ihavenot the slightest hesitationin saying, from the appearance of the elaborately prepared pro-gramme,but that the high anticipations of the performers' effortswillbe fullyrealised. As for the dramatispersona,it isunnecessaryto make any special mention, their abilities as performers on thestagebeing already wellknown to anInvercargill audience.The Southland Irish Rifle corpsassemble in the Garrison Hallevery Saturday evening, and are put through several squadmove-
ments by Staff-sergeant Blackmore and Color-sergeant Coleman;andit maybe slated thatin view of the short time since the corps
started themembersare exceedingly quick in learning their drill.The commissioned officers of the company are, Mr. W. G. Fore,
captain;Mr.G. M. Starkey. first lieutenant;Mr.D. R.Lawlor,sub-
lieutenant. These gentlemen are proving themselves to behighlyinterested in the progress of thecorps from the number of recruits
they get sworn in every drill night. The number on the roll is
sixty-six.

Acollection wasmade on the two previousSundays to meet the
interest on the debt on theConvent. The amount required wasfully
realised. In view of the debt being so great, and the interestsohigh, it is to be hoped some means will be devised for its farther
liquidation. Another bazaar would wipeoff the wholeamount, and,
Iatn happy to say,through informationreceived from severalladies,
that one is tobeheldnextEaster, or thereabout.

Thereareseveralother importantmatterswhichIshall chronicleinmynext.
INVERCARGILL.

Commercial.
Ms. Donald Stbonach (onbehalf of theNew Zealand Loanand
Mercantile Agency Company, Limited), reports for the weekending
July 29, as follows:

—
FatCattle.— A small supply, viz.,13 head, was yardedat Burn-

sideto-day for the week's requirements,most of which weregood to
prime quality. In consequence of the small supply forward last■week, pricesshowedaconsiderable improvementon lastweek'srates.
Best bullocks brought £9 to £12 ss;others, £6 2s 6d to £8 10s ;
cows in proportion. We Bold— on account of Mr. James Guild,Otaio,12 bullocks at £11 2s 6Ito £11 12s 6d;Mr.J.M.Greenaway,
Raagitata,6 bullocks at £10 7a 6d to £11 7a 6d;Mr. William Ack-
royd,Temuka, £8 10s to £9 7s 6d;and quote prime beef 22s 6d
to 255, ordinary 20s to22s6dper 1001b.

Fat Calves.— Ten were penned, and sold readily at from19s to
42b each.

Fat Sheep.— 1,632 were penned, of which720 were merinoa,
balancecross-bred (only a few of which wereprime). Competition
wasactive,and prices for prime mutton advanced 2a to2s 6d per
head,whilst ordinary remained much about the sameas last week.
We sold, on account of the New Zealand Agricultural Company
(Gore), 79 cross-bred wethers at 15s 9i, 62 cross-bre'f wethers at 13s,
and53 merino wethers at13d 6d; on account GlenlediEstate Com-
pany, Milton, 64 cross-bred ewes at 14s;Mr. J.S. Browne, Pal-
merston, 69 merino wethers at 73 3d to 8s 3d;proprietors Sea-
downEstate,191merino wethers at 9s 3d; and quote primemutton
3dper lb;ordinary, 21to 2^dper lb

Fat Pigs.—142 were forward;the marketwas verydull, and
prices receded c msiderably on last week's. Prices realised from
7s 6d to 42s each.

Store Cattle and Sheep.— We havenotransactionsto report.
Sheepskins.

—
At ourusual weeklysaleon Monday, we offered a

goodcatalogue. Country dry cross-breds, low to medium,brought
lOi to23 lid;do. do. msrino, Is Id to 3s 10J;dry pelts, Id to8d;
butchers' screen cross-breds, 3a 2d,3s44, 33 6d, 3 jBd,3s 9d;do. do.
merino, 2s10s, 3s 2d, 3s 4d, 3s 6d.

Hides.— A good demand exists for these, all coming to hand
being freely taken upatlaterates,

Tallow.
—

There is but small demand, andifanything themarket
is ea-ier. We quote inferior and mixed,16s to 18s;medium, 193
to21s;good toprime, 22s to 23s ;aadroughfa^, 11s to 143 per c«vt.

Grain.
—

Wheat: Business is steady at last quotations— 3ay
prime velvetand Tuscan, 3s 2d to 33 3d;medium2s 9d to 3a Id;
inferior,2s 4d to2s 8d; fowls' wheat,2sto 2* 3d(ex store).

—
Oats

arein moderate request, buta*buyersdeclin 3 to accede tosellers'
demands, viz., 2s for stout milling, Is9d toIs lid for bright feed,
there is but little business done;discoloured arid medium feed is
movingoffat Is7d to Is91 j musty andinferior at Is to Is 51

—
Barley is in butsmall demand,and no change in prices toreport.

Mb.F.Mbenan,Kingstreet,reports:— Wholesale prices,includ-
ing bags : Oats, Is 6d to Is 10 1; wheat, milling 3s to
3s l£i, fowls' feed Is 6d to 2s 6d; barley, malting 3s to 3s 3d;
milling 2s Od to 2s 6d, feeding 2s; oaten hay, £3 ; rye-grass,
£3 ;chaff, £2 10s to £3 ;straw, £1 IBs to £2 ;bran, £3 10s to £3 15s ;
pollard, £4 10s; flour, £7 10s to £8 ;oatmeal, £8 10s; fresh butter
mediumto prime, IstoIs4d;eggs,Is3d;goodsalt butter,scarce, 9d;
cheese,4 1 to 5d;bacon, 7£cl in rolls,hams10J; potatoes, Dements
£3 to £3 ss, kidneys £2 ss.

(FromanOccasional Correspondent.)
THE weatherweare experiencinghere forsometimebackis excellent,
moreespecially for thisperiodof the year. Daring the nights wehaveslightbutoccasional frosts, and nothing interceptsour view ofthe sunthroughout the day.Ihavereceivedinformationfrom severalof our localpioneergentlemento the effect, that a more favourablewinterto their knowledge (with the exceptionof one)has not been
witnessed in Southland. Should the weather stillcontinue we shallhavean exceptionally early spring. Ihere is every indication tobelieve that from thenumerousand healthy buds appearing on thedifferent fruit trees', there will be abundance of fruit this year.Earlypotatoeswereplanted fully a month ago, by several partiesthroughout the district, together with several culinary vegetables.The cockatoos, whom it is always sohard to please, are taking
advantage of the fiao weather in turning up the soil tobepulverisedby the frosts. They are concoctingnew schemes in increasing thevalueof their propertiesby further breaking-up,in viewof the long
andcontinual goodness of the weather.
Ialways feelgratifiedat being able to write favourably of any

person, place, or thing; but it sometimes becomes absolutelynecessary to writetheplain,unbiassed, t»na unvarnished truth, whichalthough very unpalatable to those whom itconcerns, is equallyasnecessaryas chastisementis toanungovernable child.Some six monthsback Mr.J.J.Counor, of Dunedin,visited thistown, with the view of establishingabranch of the Irish NationalLeague, for thepurpose of having our Irishmen here to co-operatewith theircolonial fellow-countrymeninraising afundsufficienttopayoneIrish member in theBritishHouseofCommons.Thefirst meetingbeing a preliminary one,wasattendedby Mr.Connor, whodeliveieda
short addressonmattersconcerningthe object of themeeting toabout
hilf a dozenof whatIwould termgood patriotic Irishmen. At this
meetingit wasunanimously resolved toconvene a general meeting
for further consideration, which wasaccordingly done ;and,Iregratto say,scarcely a dozengentlemen put in an appearance. Nothingdefinitewasarrivedat, further than that the Secretary wasrequested
to prepare and forward subscription lists to several gentlementhroughout Invercargill and the country districts,— the lists to be
returnedin three months from date of issue. To make this mattershort, only two lists werereturned:one fromWoodlands, and theother from a lady resident near this town, to whomis duemuchcreditfor her indefatigable efforts produced ia raising funds for suchanimportantand laudableobject. Inconclusion,laminformed ongoodauthority that the ladies of the townare intended to organise
a branch, andhave no doubt from the subscribers' names of thisdistrict appearing inoneof your recent issues, themajority of whichwerethose ol ladies,but theywill make ita brilliantsuccess.

Atameetingof the Catholic Literary Society held on Tuesday
evening,July 21— thepresident,Mr.P.Reid,inthe chair

—
onecandi-date wasballotted for andduly initiated,andone was proposed for

membership. Aiter theu&ual routine buoineas wag transacted, theelectionof officers for theensuing termof six months was proceededwith,andresultedin favour of thefollowing gentlemen:—President,
Mr. T. McGrath; vice-presideat, Mr. P. Reid; secretary, Mr. F.Buckley; treasurer, Mr. J. Cusack; librarian, Mr. M. O'rsrien;
Messrs.T.Crowley, D. R.Lawlor and J. Ueid, together with theofficers, wereappointedthestandingcommittee;Messrs. P. RdM andE. Cameron were elected auditors; Rev,Father McEnroe and Mr.O'Brien were re-elected trustees. A hearty vote of thanks wasaccorded to the retiring officers on the motionof Mr.D. Bradley.The first of the programmes— entitled"

IsTobacco-smokingBeneficialorDeleterious?"
—

as arranged by the standing committee, is to be
debatedto-morrow evening, Messrs. J. Cuaackand M.O'Brien being
selected"openers" for the affirmativeand negative respectively.

The local branch of the H.A.C.B. Society hold their meetings
the first Mouday in eachmomh, which are fairly attended, [n com-
menting on this society from a financial point of view itmay he
said tocompare favourably withany similar societyinNew Zealand.
ButIregret tosay thesamecannotbe said of it numerically, which
is principally due,Ibelieve,to thehigh charges for initiation. Itis
to behoped thatthe DistrictBoardwill see to this matter, and also
that the contributions for junior will not be so highas for senior
members.

*s§jThe following amusing littleanec lote is told bj the N. f. D.
JVeivs:— When the Russian ironclad Mmm was a Nagasaki lately,
H.M.S. Audacious was therealso,and when the Mmm we t tosea,
the Audacious followed. Steamfast, half speed, or slow, the British
ship followed the Kus-rian uatil the latter cast anchor tosee whathis
friend who wasso very attentivewoulddonext. Almostftft once the
Audacious dropped her anchor about half a mile, just about the
distance shehad preservedat sea, astern of the Minin. While the
captain andofficers of the latterwerewaiting for thenextmove, the
Englishman ran up a signal to the Russian, "Come on board to
dinner." Buthedidnot,

Friday, August, 7 1885. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
Larnach said the Governmentwereconsideringthepattingof a sumof money on the estimates; andas regarded the second question,itwould involve a large expenditure, but the Government wouldconsider the matter during the recess.

M De Giers, Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, has beengranted twomouths'leaveof absence,and will paya visitto Bohemia.Anoutbreak ol cholera has occurred at Marseillesof a seriouscharacter. Upwardsof 20 casesare reportedas ending fatallydaily.
Thursday.

In theHouse of Bepresentativesyesterday Mr. W. F.Bucklandresumed the debate on the Bast and West Coast railway proposals.The motion for the appointmentof acommittee was ptit, andlost onadivision by 34 to27. Twenty-sixmembers paired— making forty-
seven against and forty in favour ofthe motion.

°
The Afghans have moved considerable reinforcements to theZulfikar Pass. Russian 'forces continue to arrive at Penj-deh. TheMarquh of Salisbury made a statement in the House of Lords onTuesday night on the Russo-Afghan frontier situation. Lord Salis-bury informedtheHouse that the questionof the occupancy of theZulfikar Pass wasstill unchanged, Russia dissenting from the con-tentionput forwardby theBritishForeignOffice on the subject. HisLordshipaddedthatit wasnot the intentionof herMajesty'sGovern-ment to modify the existingagreement with the Ameer so as topro-vide for the occupancy ofa positioninAfghanistan, bat that at thesame time the fortification of the Indianfrontier wouldbe vigorously

proceeded withregardlessofother Powers.
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