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THE POPE ON THE STUDY OF LITERATURE.
[ VA —

Tug Sovereign Pomiff haai@ddremed the following letter on the sub-
ject of the literary stundfes in tbe Homan Seminary to Cardinal
Pargcchi :—
To onr dear son Lucido Maria Parcechi, of the title of tha
Hessorian Basilica, our Vicar in Rome,
Lro XI1II, Porg,

Health and Apostolic Benedietion.

You are perfectly well aware of the necessity an often mentioned
by us, and with sach goed reason, to pat forth all possible applica-
tion and assiduitv for encouraging, day by day, a knowledge of
science in the elerical order. This necessity ia more keenly feit in
our own day than il was inm other times, In the midst of such a
great movement of mind and such an ardour for leariing as are now
displayed, the clergy would never be able to discharge tbeir duty and
their office with right dignity and fraitful effect if they neglected those
advantages of the intellect for which other men are so eager. Thus
we have paid special attention to the intereats of erience principally
smong yoany students in the sacred calling, and we have referred
them to ancient principles, under the guidance of 8t. Thomas
Aquinas, in their theological and philosophical studies. The resalts
already compassed haverproved the opportaneress of oar action. But
ipasmuch a8 & great part of science, precious as a possession and in-
finitely useful for life and colture,is eomprised within the art of
letters, wa bave determined upon taking a new step to give an im-
pulse to the progress of literary stndy.

‘What we here have in view above all is the bonour of the clergy,
for there is nothing more noble than the literary glory. All men
look upon those who win it as divinguisned asmosg their fel-

lows; those who are without it emjoy little of the esteem of the

world. Hence, it i3 easy to underatan:d the malice and the treacbery
of the Emperor Julian, who forbade the Chriatians the practice of
liberal studies. He felt that contempt wonld easily cover unlettered
men, and that the Christian name would not long prosper if it were
regarded a8 & stranger to the intellectoal arts, Such, besides, is our
nature that we are led through that woich our =enses perceive to con-
template that which transcends them ; therefore nothing is more
apt to aid ourintellect than a scholurly and elega t literary style.
The uee of words showing at ooee nature and resemich persuades
mankind to listen and to read ; truth illustrated by a splendour of
phrases pevetrates the miod and dwells there. In this thereis a
certain analogy wiih the exterior rites of thvine worehip, which
fulfi] the great object of leading the soul ihrougk cutward beauty
and magnificence up to the thonght of Divinity itself. Saint Basil
and Bt. Augustine, to name no others, have gloried in these fruoits of
intelleciual culture : and onr predecessor Paul the Third sccum-
plished a8 work of lofty wisdom when he commanded Catholic
writers to uge beauty of style in their controversy with those herctics
who bossted that they were the only men able to combine learning 1n
doctrine with learning in letters. When we assert that the clergy
should study modern literature with care, we do not refer to modern
letters only, but also t9 thowe of antiquity, Itis indeed neceasary
that amongst ourselves a chief part of study should ke devoted to
Latin avthors, ingsmuch as their language accompanies turoughont
the West the Catholic religion and serves ita uses; yet in this matter
students bave been too few and too megligent; so that the art of
writing Labn with beduty and r.obleness of style seems everywhere
to be passing away. Greek authors, too, must be studied with appli-
cation ; the models of Greek literature are so eminent and in every
way 80 great that imagination cannnot conceive a more perfect
literature. Amone the Orientals the Greek language atill lives in the
monumests of the Church and in her daily vse. Those, too, who
understand Greek literatare are able to enter more profoundly,
thanks to that knowledge—and tt.is consideration should have its
weight—into the secrets of Latinity.

Convinced of these truths and aiming at all that is civilised,
lovely, and of gocd report, the Catholic Cburch hag always prized
literary study at its true valoe, and has jn ull timesshown ap extreme
solicitude for its advancement. Indeel, all the holy Futhers of the
Cturch bave been men of letters aecording to the measure of their
day. Bome of them bave yielded nothing in genina or art to the
most renowned among the classics. And it is the Church which has
conferrad the great boon upon the world of saving from destruction a
great part of the works of antiquity in poetry, eloguence, and history.
All men know tbat at a time when literature was peglected or
abandoned, and when the noise of arms drowned its voice in Earape,
there was but oce refuge for the worka of the past; they wera saved
1n the sanctuaries of the clergy, Among the Roman Pontiffs, our
predecassors, geveral distinguished $hemselves by an ability in letters
which guaranteed the credit of lewrning in their time. For this
cauge the memory of Damasus of Leo the Great and Greg ry the
Great, of Zucbarias, of Sylvester the Second, of Gregory tke Ninth,
of Eugene the Fourth, of Nicholas the Fifth, and of T20 the Tenth
will never pass away. In the whole long line of Puped there is
perhaps not one to whom literature bas owed nothing. Tieir fore-
gight and their liberality opened on all sidea colleges snd schools for
the ipstruetion of eager youth, and stored up libravies for the
intellectual food of all mankind, Bishops were commanded to found
in their dioceses schools of literature ; learned men were overwhelmed
with glory, and brilliant rewards persuaded them to surpass them-
selves, All this is so true, so notorious, that even the detractors of
the Apostolic See bave caonfessed that the Roman Poutiffs personally
bave desarved well of liberal edacation. A conviction of rhe worth
of sach advantages and tbe remewmbrance of the action of our
predecessors have inspired oar resolution to take setion for setting
up this kind of lesrning in ite old bonour and its old glory in the
clerical orders. Your wisdom and your belp. dear son, zive us full
cosfidenca ; and in the exeeution of our designs we will begin with
our Sacred Beminary in Rome. We desire, then, that special courses
appropriate to young students of marked intelligence may ba opened
there at onee, so that the more proficient, after fulfilling the ordinary

eycle of Italian, Latin, and Greek letters, may, under the direstion
of able instrnctors, pass to the higher branches of stady in eath
lanpuage. For the folfilment of this wish of onrs we charge you to
choose men whose learning and zeal may best, nnder our ntgorlty,
be directed to these ends.

Ag a pledge of the Digine favour, and as a sign of our affection,
we give you in the Lord, dear son, onr Apostolit Benediction,

Given in Rome, at Haint Peter's, om the 20th of May, 1885, in

the sighth year of our Pontificate.
Lzo XIIL, Pope.
NS

THE JEWS IN RUSSI1A.

— -
Ouz Odessa correspondent writes May 14 :—A trial has just taken
place at Kovno, Governmant of Volhymia, before a military tribunal,
of 3§ persous for taking part in anti-Jewish rioting at the small
tuwn of Dombrovitz in the Rovao district, on Bunday, the 220d July,
last year. The disturbance began, ms uzapal), biiween a Rossian
peasant and a Jew trader respecting an insignificant purchase—in
this inetance of a fow cherries, Most of the aggressors, principally
strangers in the district, were labonrers employed on the railway
then in course of construction from Vilno to Rovno, and on the above
pamed day entered Dombrovitz with the avewed purpose of baiting
the Jews, They first attacked the apirit shop of one Ferelstein, to
the ery oo = Hurrah,” and deatroyed all his furoiture, wares, dvors,
and windows, Having served a second shop the same way, they
showed an inclination to listen te the advice of the Poiice
Commissary of the district to go home. That functionary was
unable to do more than attempt perauscion because be bad with him
only two policeren—the whole force of the town. Notwitbetanding
a Russinn bawled out “ Let us go on destroying,” the msjority of
the rioters were about to leave, when ali at once & mob of Jews,
armed with staves and choppers, appearsd upon the scene, and jn
tarn attacked the Christians. Therenpon ensued a geveral and
desperate melee, during which 21 residences of Jewa and 15 of their
shops were totally gutted, and two persons—Btepben Beleki, a.
rioter, and Mariyasa Bpin, a Jewess, 60 years of age—were ro badly
treated that they died a few days afterwards of their wounds, The
value of property destroyed wns 11,349 reubles (over £1,100), Most
of the accused were found pulity, The ringléaders were sentenced
to hard iabenr, and the other accused found guilly to various terms
of imprisonment. It may be mentioned that two Ruesian pries's
used most praiseworthy efforts to get tha riotera to cesist from their
barbarous work, but without avail.—Tines, .
e ———

A SUPERB FUTURE.
——
Tug Boston Bvening Traveller covtains an interesting account of an
interview which one of its rvepresentatives hat just bad with Mr,
John Boyle O'Reilly of the Boston Pilol aa to the probable effect of
a war between Eopgland and Russin, The following passages are
taken from the reported interview :—

#“Do you think England- conld-satisfy Ireland by smy means
whatever 7" ’

“T am sure that Ireland could be joiced to the Biitlsh empire,
voluntarily and loyally, by fair treatment, by giving her the national
government of 86 years ago. Hngland never can contro! the Irish
race. They are now as strong, nemerieally, almost a8 the English,
and they are highly pctential 1n many countries, Koglaud's own
rapid growth in population dwring 50 yesrs is largely owing to the
enormons numbers of frish within her ¢wn borders. There are,
proportionately, more Irish and their descendants in England than in
America, There are at least a million Insh people in London, These
geattered olements have one point of comtact, one principle in
common—love of Ireland, and its opposite, hate of England, The
future is assured for [reland ; nothing can prevent her from becoming
a rich and important country,”

“ But Ireland i too small to be great—ia she not? ™

# Not atall ; many of the greater countries of the earth's history
have been insignificant in size. Ireand is larger than many free
countries in HKuarope, even without the enormous strength of her
exited millons. She is larger tban Norway and Sweden, Denmark,
Helland, Belgium, Switzerland, Bulgaria, or Greece. And she ia the
best-placed country in the world, 8he is set down in the mid-stream
of the world's commsrce. She has the Atlantic side of England,
and that is the cause of the Irish queston. The commerce of the
Atiantic would pass into ber ports if they were free. ‘fhe Lrish
have tried for a hundred yeara to cut a ship canal through their
country, which would drain four millton scres of bog-land, thereby
more that paying for the canal, and the shipping of the world going
to Liverpool would be gaved forty hours of sailing through the
Bogtish Chaneel, where most of the wreckage of the world takea
place. England will never let this cacal be cut till Ireland has
Home Rale, becanse it would rain Bristol, Southampton, and the
Southern : nglish ports. You see, the Irish question is far more a
material than & sentimental ooe, Men would not fight for a little
country for mearly s thousand years, as the Irish have fought for
Iteland, anless it was wurth fighting for, Ireland can be and will
be the richest little couatry in the world. Her people are capable
of making her one of the most distingnished in art, learning, and
every refined and exalted development, Thete jano nation or race
with a more superh futnre than the Irish.”

S————

The fact that Carter and Co., of George street, are the only
Drapers in Duoedin doing a strictly Cash Trade who import thetr
own Goods direct from Home Markets, is the one cause of their
being able to sell cheaper than apy otber firm, Carter and Jo
have just opened, ex 8.8, Coptic and Kaikoura, 16 cases Men's and
Boys' Clothing, and in consequence of the desperate searcity of
Ready Mooey, they have decided to offer the whale lot, for a few
weeks, at landed Cost. Therefore call, inspect, and judge for your-
gelf. Carter and Co., 60 and 62, George streef, Dubedin




