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IRISH EMIGRATION.
Inthe decennial period ending in 1851 the populationof Irelandwasfound to havediminished, by 20percent. In the next sncceed-T?*^?0?^!* fn*ther decrease took place of closeupon 12 percent.A.still further diminutionof nearly7 per cent, occurredin the tenyears immediately preceding 1871; so that in thirty years thepopulation fell 33 per cent., or from being 8,175,124 to 5,412,877;whilst during the same timeinUnp]«nd and Wales the population

Iro?o3!ffiIro?o3!ffi'000 to 22.000,000. and in Scotland fromKSES *° 3,360,000. In 1881 the population was fouud to be
TooaT'8 T

6'*?„ WM «BtlDaate«i tobe 4,982,376 on the 31st6f December,1883. In 42 years, therefore, the Irish people have suffered adiminution of numbers amounting to 3,192,748, each *ucce«Hng
period as it went by showinga gradual lessening of the population,untilat the present moment wehave touched a lowerlevel than atany time since the Onion. Although these figures are beingconstantly quoted,andare familiartoeveryone,theydeserve noneiheless to be again repeated, andas a perpetualreminder c.f the factthat, whatwithemigration,diminishing ratiosof marriages andbirthsand.increase of death rates, the IrishraceinIreland are continuing
» rlWeted *fc.a pace that must, if not speedily controlled,lead to their extinctionas a practical factor in thegovernment of the
empire. Population is now, more thanit ever has been, the basis
of political influence, and the fact cannot be toomuch insisteduponthatmevery emigrantthatleaves ourshores there isa diminutionofstrength and a sinking in vitality for those who remain athome.Jiow rapidly that strength is ebbing may be judged from thefactthat in the year1883, no less than 108.724, far thelargernumber ofthese beingpersons of between15 to35 yearsof age.emigrated from
Ireland. If it were certain, or even probable, that these personswerebettering their conditionby achange of country, there mightbe something to consoleus in thereflection thatthey were obeyingwhat is almost a law ofnature insearching abroad for theprosperityandhappiness that theyare unable to findathome. But it is onlytoo certain,on the contrary, that at present the^rospects arevery
badforintending emigrants, andit becomes consequently thedutyof those upon whom the people rely for advice and information touse alltheir power and authority, if nec^ssarv, to counteract what
under present circumstances we must characterise as the almost
insane desire of thousands of young Irishmen and women to getawayanywhere outof Ireland. That there should exista desireofthiskind— resembling in itsintensitynothing somuch as theinstinctof certain fißhes, only in this latter case instinctleadsback to theplaceofbirthandnot from it— ishardly tobe wondeiedat, consider-ing the wretched conditions under which the majority of the Irish
peasantsare obliged.!o lead theirmiserable lives. Perhaps nootherrace in the world except the Jews have held op so long againstadverse circumstances,and the thing tobe suprised at is notsomuchthat they have managed tomaintain themselves bo wdl through aneverceasingstruggle as that th y havemanaged tomaintainthem-selves at all. Every new census comes to supply them with *n
account of diminished trade, decaying industries, cities declining
into the rank of towns, towns reduced to theposition of villages,andvillagesdisappearingwhqlesaleoff theface of theland. In1879,of thetotalacreage of20,328,753 which Ireland possesses, the extentundercrops— wheat, oats, barley, potatoes, turnips, etc.

—
was 5,121,788;andin 1884 this anionnt was reduced to4,872,969 acres,showing adecreaseof 248,819 in six years,or an averageannual diminution ofmore than 41,000 acres. Only806,467 acreswere devoted to potatoes

in 1883,whilst the samec;op occupied 1,039,724 acresin 1864. Be-tween 1863 and 1883 the land under cereal crops decreased by731,207 acres,and thatundergreen corpsby 247,669, thenetdecrease
during these20 yearsbeing no lc-s than 607,630 acresof land thathadoncebeen cultivated and wasstill capableof bearing crops,butthat for wantof hands to till it,and a variety of other circumstances
closely conuected with this fact, was falling back into a state of
natureat arateof 30,000 acresa year. The oat crop,which iv 1864had covered 1,814,886 acres, bad decreased in 1883 to 1,381,904;
and again, whilst there were 16,295 acres of fallow or uncroppedarable land in 1879, this quantity wenton increasing until in 1883ithadreached the t.»tal of 25,000acres. So thatwheneverw« look for
increase we are metby evidence of diminished cultivation, landsbeing takenaway from the purposes ofagriculture, andallowed to
return by regular andconstant progress to a state ofsterile wildness.A,similarstory maybe told of the chief citiesand towns throughout
the country, although this factis by no meansassignificant as thefalling iff in the geneial population, to which reference h>s beenalready made. Belfast has considerably increasedinnumbers, andso, to some exten', have a few other Northern towns; but Cork,Limerick, Waterford,Kilkenny,Tralee, Drogheda,all show signs ofa decay which is not functional, but organic,and which,unlessunderthe influences of heroic treatment,is certain to go onuntil the in-evitable end. This is not a pleasant statement to make, nor arethese agreeable topics to dw«ll uponat any time, but no goodendcanbe served by bhutting our eyes to facts,which will remain inevidence even if we decline to see them;nor, if we ignore themeversomuch, will they fail to present themselves againand again
until they arerecognised as symptoms of a general disease that isnot indeed unaccompanied withdanger, butit is yet not withoutameansof cure ift\ecompetentmen wereallowedto take the case inhands.— DublinFreeman.

Fbidat. -~
iIn the House of Representatives yesterday, Mr. Boss moved viksecond readingof the Otago Haibour Board Leasing Bill. Agreedto.— Mr. Holmes mov€d the second reading of the ChristchurchMarket Reserves Bill. Agreed to.— Mr. Hatch moved the secondreading of the InveroargillLoanconsolidatingBill. Agreed to*—Mr. Downie HteWart moved the second read:ngof the DunedinCattle Market Reserve Leasing Bill. ~ Agreed to.— Mr. Ormondmoved the secondreading of theNapierHarbour PoardempoweringBill. Agreed to.—Mr, Downie Stewart moved the second readingoftheBible Reading in School*Bill. He Said the bill was introducedfor thepurpose of giving tffectto a very widespreaddesirethat theBibleshould be recognised inthe public schools of the Colony. Ifthey looked to thecountries where civilisation was highest and artand sciencemost extensively known,it would be found that it wasin those countries wherethe Bible wasa text-book. He contendedthat the present education system proved that no man has anymoralor religious nature. The Catholicswere strongly against thatsystem, theEpiscopalianswere almost wholly opposed toit,and thePresbyterians wirealso goingin the same direction. He thonght ifthe Bible were read extensively in the schools it would not meanthe destructionof the present system. He further contended thatno person desirous of local option in education could consistently
voteagainst the bill. Themotion for second readirg wasthen put,
and lost onadivisionby18 to 50.— Mr. Fergus resumed the debateon the Hospitaland CharitableAid Bill. The motion for the secondreading wasput,and carried on the voces.

A company hasbeen formed to acquire the rights and interestheldunder agreement at Auckland by a syndicate with.La Monteforhis gold-smelting process, under the title of the Smelting Com*pany,withacapitalof £60,000.
A youtigmannamed JamesFisher wasseriously .injured intheSeawardtßasa', Southland,yesterday. He wasemployedas abullocksdriverat Tapper* mill, and while hauling out a log it rolledoffagainsta fcaphng, which in turn pinned Fieher against the treehewaspassing at the time. He was brought tothe hospital, wherehewas found tohavesustainedinjuries to the lowerpareof thebodyofa serious character.
The Most Rev. Dr. Moran,Archbishop of Sydney, arrivedatBorne yesterday.
All the Powers with theexceptionof Russia asseutto England

issuingan Egyptian loan. This is reported as a triumph for theMarquisof Salisbury.
IntheHouse of Commons onWednesday night LordRandolph

Churchill, Secretary for ludia, announced that the Governmentwerein receipt of a report from Colonel Bidgeway, in charge of theAfghan Boutdary Commission, to the effect) that the Bussian forcesia the vicinity of the Zulfikar Pass were being considerably
increased. Russia claims what practically amounts to the command
of the Pass, and the Czar offers torefer the matterof thefrontier to
a commission,but theMarquisof Salisbury has declinedto accede tothis. Three tbonsand Russian troops arenow in the vicinity of thePass. The Boundary Commission has removed to Herat at the
request of the Afghan authorities, inorder to direct the worksbeing
carried out for the defence of that place.

Satubday.
IntheHouse ofRepresentativesyesterday the Hon. J. A. Tolemoved the second reading of the St. Mary'sConventProperty Leases

Bill. Agreed to.—Mr. Wilson moved the second reading of "The,
Napier Gas Company Act 1874

"
Amendment Bill. Agreed to.—The Hon. J.Bailancemoved the second readingof theLandBill.Hesaid a great necessity had existed for the consolidation of theland laws of the Colcny, and there had been no such measureintroducedsince1877. He wouldhave wishedto bring downamore

comprehensivemeasuredealing with the prices of land and othermatter,buthe thought there wouldbe nochance of passing it thissession. The second reading of thebill was then put and agreed toon the voices.
—

The Hon.R. Stout moved thesecond reading of the
Stamp Act Amendment Bill, and briefly explainedits provisions.
Mr. Downie Stewart said thebill would havean oppressiveeffectby
adding 50 per cent,instamp duty ondealings withland. Themotionfor the second reading wasagreed to.— The Hon.R.Stoutmovedthesecond reading of the Deceased PersinaEstates Duties Act Amend-
mentBill,whichhe 6aid increasedthedutiesonthe estatesofdeceasedpersons. Agreedto.

GeneralKomaroffstates thathe wasnot awarethat theConsul's
clerk who was floggedby theRussians at Kesk was in the Britishservice.

Colonel Stanley,secretary for the Colonies,favourstheestablish*
ment of an emigration bureau for affording information regarding
theColonies tointending emigrants. Colonel Stanley will consult
with the Agents-generalon the subject shortly.

Monday.
The Wellington correspondent of the Daily Tinieg wires as

follows:
—

Allday long therehavebeen rumoursof dissensionin the
Cabinet. Itmaybe that this is only arevival of the old rumours,
but from whatIcangather things are tending towards achange. 1
donot think that any differences theremay be areon any special
measure. IfancyMessrs. Stout and Ballance havegot the ideathat
SirJulius Yogelis slowly— perhapsImight Bay rapidly

—
becoming

asourceof weakness rather than of strength, and that the timeiscoming when they can afford to throw him over. Their notion isthat Messrs. Montgomery, M* J.S. Mackenzie,Barron, Pyke, anda number of others whohavebeendrivenawayfrom themmightbeagain incorporatedwith the party. Ithink, too, that if Sir Julius
Yogelgets his petition money he wouldhimself gladlyretire fromNew Zealandpolitics, for he canhardly helprecognising thatbehas

9

The fact that Carter and Co., of George street, axe the only
DrapersinDunedin doing a strictly Cash Trade who import theirown Goods direct from Home Markets, is the one cause of their
being able to sell cheaper than any other firm. Carter and Co.have just opened, ex S.S. Coptic andKaikonra,16 cases Men's andBoys' Clothing, and in consequence of the desperate scarcity of
Beady Money, they havedecidedto offer the whole lot, for a fewweeks, at landed Cost. Thereforecall,inspect,and judge for your-
self. Carter andCo.,60and 62, Georgestreet,Dunedin


