
NEW ZEALAND TABLET.Friday, July 24,1885

tiona as will make her name a by-word inEnrope,andcauseher
voice to be despised in all the questions of the times.

—
Prince

Bismarck, ascompetent authorities tellus— the Pariscorrespondent
of the Times, for instance

—
has been disappointed at theprospects

of peace,and, failing thepromised wax with Kussia, has attempted
to embroilEngland with France concerning Egypt.— He hadpre-
viously usedhis influence in an endeavour to neutralise the Baltic
so that English war-ship3might be excluded and prevented from
attackingtheRussian portsor ships, andhe made a like attempt to
close the and shut the English fleetout of theBlack
Sea. His determination,in short, was that Russia shouldbayeall
the advantages whichher superiorland forces wouldgiveher against
England,deprivedof the full power of her fleet.— Nor hasPrince
Bismarck tried to disguise his attitude inthismatter— and,above
all,Mb declaration toLordBosebery who visited him inBerlin the
otherday, was most bare-faced and insulting. Itwas simply the
declarationof anenemy of England resolved to seeher humbled.

—
Egypt, said the Chancellor,mustbeneutralisedunder the strongrule
of apopularKhedive,and thatmeantthe depositionof England's pro-
teg6theweak Tewfik Pasha, andEngland's own retirementfrom the
control of the country. Hedeclined, moreover,to interfere with the
Bussian designs on Afghanistan,and wouldonly recommend the Czar
to content himself with the position he nowholds in thatcountry
untilEngland had fortified her frontier beyond the Indus. That
is,he would supportRussia in whateverdesigns she might haveupon
theterritory of theAmeer,and wouldleaveEngland to defend her
Indian empire as best she might. We do not know whether this
attitudeof PrinceBismarck'shas influenced Lord Salisbury- in his
negotiations with the Bussian Government, but it is accepted as
havingbeenthe true causeof Mr. Gladstone'3altered tone, and of
the concessionshe wasready tomake.

— If, moreover,thereports be
true that Maruchak is to be ceded to theRussians as thepriceof
their relinquishing the Zulflkar pass, we maybelievethatthe Conser-
vative Cabinet also feels obliged to yield to the malign influence.
According to Sir Lepel Griffen, the power that holds Penj-deh can
alwayscommandtheZulfikar Pass,and the acquisitionofMaruchak,
awell fortifiedplace— would give to the Russiansanother important
position on the Murghab river, to whosesource,as wellas thatof
the Heri-rudin the same direction, they must necessarily seek togo.
Prince Krapotkine, in an article in the Nineteenth Century, has
explainedthat for the safety of their position in Central Asia it is
absolutely necessary for theRussians tocommandthe sources of the
rivers, and thatnothing canstop their attempting anonwardmarch
with such an end.

—
LordBosebery, then, whois generally believed

inhis ostensible visitof civility to CountHerbert Bismarck, tohave
had thereal object of inquiring into the intentions of the Chan-
cellor withrespect to English affairs generally, received hut little
comfort, and was snubbed on all the points he submitted to the
Prince's consideration. Hewas told plainly that the sympathies of
Germany went with Russia, that Germany had no fear of the
competition in trade with England, but wasconsideredcapable of
evenbeating her from the field,and wasresolved onhaving equality
and liberty in the commerceof the world so that she might do so;
that Egypt must, be abandoned, and that if all the behestsof the
Chancellor were notcomplied with,England mustexpect to remain
isolated in Europe, and in a position of constant danger. Lord
Rosebery'smission wasa humiliating one from the beginning. He
must have leftLondon topursue itin an humble frame of mmd

—
but who can picture the stateof humility in whichhe returned to
explainhis message tohia chief.

— Behold, then, how the champion
of theKnlturiimvpf rewards his sympathetic friends, and how the
victory of Sedanmake the echoes of its jubilation resound through
England to-day. May wehear themno nearer to our own shores,
and may Prince Bismarck:sulterior objectbe something other than
a flesh annexationof anunwilling people, to be brought about by
meaiiS of war. But whocan tell ? He is a daringman, andone by
nomeansscrupulous.

VictobHugoinone of his books likened Paris to
a pendulum swinging between. Thermopylae and
Gomorrba. Towards -which extremedid the pen-
dulum incline the other day when that great

heathenspectacleof thepoet's funeral took place? His deathwasa
sad one,withoutreligion and without comfort. The Archbishop of
Palishad writtenoffering, althoughhimself suffering from illness, to
visit the dying manif he should desire it,buthis offer, as, indeed,be
masthave feared, forhe evidently made the trial only as a forlorn
hope,wasrefused,andHugo died clinging to the earthly affections
that werebeing torn fromhis failing heart,claspingtheband of his
grandson and bidding hie grand-daughter farewell,with nomention
of thatmeeting in another world thatdullsthe stingof death* All
thatvanity could do was done tohonour bis remains. 1boee cold
worthless things, out of whichall the fireof genius hadgone, that
hadlost their love andkindness and human feeling, thatmust now
pass throughputrefactionintodust andbe nomoreforeverandever,
for so thepeople reasonedwhohonoured them. Couldvanity find a
moipfitting work,anddidnot thependulum inclinerather towards

Gomorrhawithits wickednessand deathanddesolation thantoward.
Thermopylae, glowing with a noble life? Whata difference there
was between this funeral,and that of one whomthey bury in the
Christian'shopeof aglorious resurrection— thehope thatnoonebat
GodHimself,knowingtheneedsof thehumanheartandpityingthemi
couldhavegiven to vs

—
andof whichnoonebutthedevil,delighting

in cruelty, and revelling even in making death moredeadly and
bitter, could take away. The Christian who lays his deadinan
honouredgravehas reasonin whathe does,but the Atheist makesa
mockery of the miserable corpse over which he displays his vain
parade. And Victor Hugo'sburialwas a mockery. Grand as was
the ceremonial, andimposing as were all the circumstances of the
paradea heartlessmockery was the essenceofthe whole thing. That
caustic workmanwell expressedthe meaningof ib all,who washeard
to parody the titleof thepoet'splay inexplainingwhat wasin truth
taking place,"LeJUt.8fAmuse" thepeople,who are now theking,
were amusing themselves. But that such a display should be
madein the heartof the once Catholic France isalamentable thing.
That such aprocessionshould climb up the hill of StGenevi&ve,and
deposittheir awfulburden thus sacrilegiously in her church, waa
an outragethat addedanother terriblecrimetothe account entered
beforeGod against thecity in which it all took place,andby which
oneday sooneror later a reckoning must be made. It cannot be
but that thepeoplewho haveso flagrantly offended and so often in
theface of the world will atlast,in the faceof theworldalso,receive
their punishment. The presence of ten just men, indeed, would
have saved Gomorrha from its fiery end, but Gomorrha bad not
corrupted the whole earth, and sent out blasphemy into all .the
cornersoftheuniverse. Andby aspecial actofthe legislaturereligion
wasoutragedinaparticularmanneronthisoccasion.Itwasnotenough
that the pageantshouldbe conducted apart from allmention of the
nameof God,andthat the chanting of the priests, imploringmercy
ona sinfulsoul gone beforethe judgmentseat,should be replacedby
bands playing the "Marseillaise" and other patriotictunes, but,
inorder toprepare it toreceive thebody so ledup there,;the church
of St.Genevieve waasecularised, once more suffering one of those
blasphemous transformations that have so strangely overtaken' it.
Indeedwe may borrowVictor Hugo's own simile,and say thatthis
church also swings between the glorious and the infamous. Now
the templeof God,andnow the monument of someman who defied
God. Ithas been the tomb of Marat whostiremains wereafterwards
flung out by themob and trampledinthe gutterof the streets, and
of Voltaireand Rousseauand Lepelletier Ithas also been used for
other purposes besides thoseof religionorofsacrilegiousburial. It
againbecame apantheonunderLouis Philippe;itwasthehead-quar-
ters ofthe insurgents in1848'; during theGermansiegeof Parisit was
used as amagazineandstore-house,and the communardsbarricaded
themselves there against the troops. But the act'of sacrilege now
performedis not excused by those that have precededit, and Ihe
scandalis no less thanit wouldbgwere the sanctuary for the first
time violated. The ArchbishopofParisprotestedagainst the act,and
denounceditasdispleasing eventothe soul of the dead man him-
self. "Hecould not have wished his funeral to degenerate into an
act of public impiety. He knew,andcomprehended the majesty of
our temples,the sanctity of our worship." But thoughVictor Hngo
mayhavebelievedin the immortality of the soul and in God, his
teaching had gone to encourage and harden tbose who believe,in
neither. Still,letus be warned by the charity of the Archbishop.
Letus admit thathehonestly wishedby his teaching to incline the
hearts of those whoheardhim towardsThermopylae insteadof towards
Gomorrha,thathe tried toteach patriotism and nobility,but, mis.
taking themanner of bringing abouthis ends,succeeded only in in-
creasing the sum of selfishness, impiety,and wickedness. The effect
of his teaching,and that of such as he, were werewell revealed in
this paganspectacle,whereinthe city thathonouredhimpursuedits
Gomorrha-likecourse.

There has been another debate in Parliamenton
Bible reading in the Government schools. The
motion wasdefeatedbyalargemajority and,there-
fore, thenaturallyeasy consciences of those good

peoplesatisfiedtoclaim only a false appearance must remain, for
some timelonger at least,disturbed. The "unaidedWord

"
shall no

as yet be cast upon the waters of the childish understanding, and
embryo theologians must still remain unencouraged. We do not
know,however, thab theembr>o theologianmust needsdevelopeinto
an adult fearing God and regarding man, as

'Mr. Macandrew
seems tocertainly expect,and,if all wehave to look forwardto for
the future prosperity of the colony is ascrap of promiscuousun-
explained Bible-reading eot through with hurriedly every
morning, it is but too probable that very unpleasant times
indeed are ahead of us. Besides the budding theologian should
havesound data to found his opinionson, andif the choice between
theDouay and theProtestant Bible,mentionedasadifficulty by Mr.
Montgomery, be after all no difficult one, as every enlightened
Protestant legislator, or, for the matter of that, every eincera
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