
DR. BAKEWELL REPLIED TO.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE N. Z. TABLET.
Sib,— lnotice in this week's issue of your valuable paper, aletterfrom Dr. Bakewell, informing your readers that he will not
contribute to your columns any more. When you reply that few
will regret it,youspeak themind of themajority of yourreaders,—
especially those whohave followedDr.BikeweU'rpublic utterances
must ere nowhave come to the conclusion that theDoctor is aman
of cnlture, with a grumbling disposition, which, unfortunately, is
allowedto spoilhis good work. Few will deny the good that has
been done by the publicity that has been given in your valuable
columns to the supernaturalcures at Lourdes. But then the grum-
bling dispositionmanifestsitself,and spoilsa noble workwhichmust
havecost a greatamonnt of exertion to put before the public. But,
sir, this isnot theonly timethat theDoctorhasdistinguished himself.
Only a few months ago the sameindividual that says, '"Iquarrel
with noman for being aNationalist

"
brought a motion forward at

a meeting of the Canterbury Catholic Literary Bociety to censure
the Executive of that Society, for daring to allow a nationalist
meeting tobe held in the Society's rooms. 1would like to askDr.
Bakewell to be consistent at lea-t. At the present time he stands
in this|fix:to-day he wouldnot quarrel with a man for being a
nationalist;yesterday he quarrelled with anumber of menbecause
they were nationalists. As regards the statement that you are
injuring the Catholic cause in New Zealand, that is a statement
which we will charitably suppose will be regretted in calmer
moments. Itis a statement that refutes itself. As you truthfullysa^,
the Anglo-Saxon claims the right (and exercises it) to insttli:,
misrepresent, and abnse, without the obligation to hear ahoiiie-
truth. In conclusion, youare to be congratulated on the firmness'
you haveshown.—lam,etc.,

A New Zeaiandeb.
Christchurch, 20tb July, 1885.

CATHOLIC AFFAIRS, LYTTELTON.

(Fromanoccasional Correspondent.)
The Catholics of Lyttelton and their worthy parish priest, Rev,
Father O'Connor, are tobe congratulatedon their persistentefforts
tomaintain their school ina high state of efficiency. Your corres-
pondent is informed on goodauthority that the school scored 82 per
cent, at the late examination by tbe Government Inspector. I
fancy that a Government school with a staff proportionately moire
numerous and vastly more expensive, would consider this amount
of successful answeringsomething toboast about. Itis also worthy
of remark that this is the first time these Lyttleton children were
before a GovernmentInspector. Untrainedto the syßtem of Govern-
ment examinations their substantial answering should be all the
moreappreciated. To prosecute their good workstill more success-
fully, another teacher has beenadded to the staff.

To meet theincreaseddemand ontheirfinances, FatherJO'Connor
and his committee appealed to the public. That they have been
successful the subjoined reportfrom thePress willmake known:'—'"On Thursday evening there washeld inLytteltona mostsuccessful
concert inaidof the funds of St.Joseph's Cathoiicschool,Lyttelton.
Thehall wascrowded toexcess. There wasa largeand exceedingly
good programme. The special feature of the evening was the
appearauce of Mr. J.M.Morgan, the premierharpist,whocertainly
rendered agrandmarch, and a solo in first-class etyle. Miss Lily
O'Brien sang the "Flower Girl

"
insplendid style,and waß loudly

encored. Misses Hill, McCarthy, Morgan, and Pender, also sang
some first-class songs, for which they were loudly aplauded. Misses
Malcolmsonand McLollan gave one or two good pianoforte duets
in goodstyle. For the gentlemen Messrs. Collins Grantham, and
Milsotn sang well, and Mr. Griffin gave a very good comic reading.
During the evening Messrs. Bennington and Smyth gave a sailor's
hornpipe,for which they wereloudly encored. "Itis right tosupply
the omission of Mrs.Meilly's name from this. This lady with Mr.
Collins,contributed twoduets to the entertainment, which werewell
received and applauded. The performance of Masters McCarthy
and Collier on tbe violin exhibited taste, and, indeed, talentthat
bespeaksa future proficiency onthat instrument of no mean order.
The overtures were by a string Bandcomposed of members of the
permanent Artillery. Miss E O'Brien acted as accompanist, and it
isneedless to saymaintained her reputation for good playing,"

There is no doubt that the Catholicsof Lytteltonhavepassed,
and arepassing through a critical and trying struggle to educate
their children in the faithof their fathers. What is saidof Lyttel-
toncan be said,as far asIcan see,of everyparishinNew Zealand.
When will a governmentbe found honest enough to recognise this
steadfastness to principle and religion? Mr. Stout notlongsince
complainedin theHouse of havingbeenpersecutedfor his principles.
No doubt,and one canseeit,he'thoughtit a great wrong done to
him, as he instanced how it touched his pocket. Yet this same
gentleman is everyday doing whathe c<vn to persecuteus,andtouch
ourpocketsbecause oar views differ fromhis as to the education of
our children.

TO THEEDITOR N.Z.TABLET.
Sm( inotice inyour issue of the17inst,a letter "by Dr. Bakewell.
and,Ishouldliketomake a few remarkson some of his statements
made in this letter. Dr.Bakewellseems to have quite a dislike to
the Tablet. Everything appearing in that paper is tohim wrong.
Onlya short time ago he chargeditwithboycotting fromitscolumns
ourpresent Pope. ButIsuppose that the doctor, as a rule, never
looks at the Tablet, except to readover some communication in it
written by himself. Hence the reason of that, most ridiculous
accusation. According toDr.Bakewellitis quiteright for theEng-
lishGovernmenttopractise,without anynotice being taking of it,
any sortof tyranny, for English newspapers and reviews to con-
tinually vomit forthslanders, falsehood,andmorethanbrutal insults
on the Irishpeople and nation. Our colonial papers, may if they
choose, withtheutmostpropriety,takeup these,commentuponthem,
try to hammer them as real truths downour throats andinflame the
populaceagainst Irishmen,andagainst everythingIrishorCatholic.
The doctor however seems to think it very wrongon thepart of the
Tablet to putpeoplehere inpossessionof the real state of affairs
as to the conductof the English governmentwithregardto Ireland,
to expose andrefute those falsehoods and slanders coming hereby
everymail,made by writersinEnglish newspapers and reviews, or
to write one wordinreply to any chargehowever scandalous.

Dr.Bakewelladmitsthat great wrongs havebeen committed by
Englishmen against Ireland

—
well he might— hut adds, "Those

wrongsEnglishmen have done their best to repair during the last
fifty years." Thisdoes not accordvery well withthe followingstate-
mentsmade by thehon.John Bright about eighteenmonths ago in
theEnglish House of Commons,and whichIcopy from an English
newspaper. Speakingof Irishaffairs, Mr. Bright said:-"Let roe
Mr.Speaker,givea brief history of coercion inIreland. From.1790
to1823 there were ninecoercive measurespassedfor Ireland includ-
ing three suspensionsof the Habeas Corpus Act,odemartial law,and
five insurrectionacts. From 1840 to the present d̂ate forty eight
different coercivemeasuresincluding sevensuspensionsof theHabeas'
Corpus Act have beenpassed by this House." In 1845 a bill was
brought forward Lord Derby, the father of the presentLord Derby,
in reference to the tenure of landin Ireland, and John Bright says
in the samespeech that if that bill had not been rejected by the
House of Lords, the sad condition of Ireland wouldnever have bad
to be written. The indignation of an eminent stuff-merchant in
Leeds was so arousedby therejection of thatbill that he stated in
theLeeds Mercury newspaper, that the benevolent designs of the
Almighty hadbeen thwartedby theEnglish Governmentwithregard
toIrelandon that occasion. This,and other more recent Acts and
measures,will show thatthebest has not been done to redress the
wrongs of former times.

Dr.Bakewellsays that :— At the very worst of times English
Catholics weresubject to the samepersecutionsas theirIrish co-reh-
gionists." This is historically false. The Catholics were certainly
most barbarously persecuted and much more so than is generally
known;as will appear from the following extract taken from a
standardCatholic controversial work:"So rigidly wereall these
laws (the penal laws) executed that Lord Scrope wps, in 1626,
accused to the Kingof connivingat recusancy, inasmuch as he had
only convicted onethousand six hundred and seventy Catholics in
theEast Biding ofYorkshire." Butexcessive as thepersecutions in
England wereduring thereigo. of Elizabeth, and subsequent reigns,
they were moreviolent andlasted longer in Ireland at the corres-
ponding times. If the penal code be looked through, many acts
extremelycruelwillbefound which while they were never put kin
force in England, were rigorously executed in Ireland. A little
later oh Dr. Bakewell intimates thatit wasthen necessary for the
preservationof the State, to persecutethe English Catholics. This
is alsoincorrect. Nothing could be more unflinching andconstant
than theloyalty of the EnglishCatholics during all these time9of
persecution. In proof of this,Irefer the doctor to BishopMilner'd"' Letters toa Prebendary,"also to

"
The History of Winchester," by

the same author.
Dr. Bakewell again sayß :

— "'The English are not a persecu-
ting people, and had Catholicism in England and Ireland been
entirely divorced frompoliticsit wouldneverhavebeen persecuted."
This, Ithink, maybe safely said o£ anypeople whobayeever per-
secuted, as well as of the English. Itwas for political reasons
mixed withothers, that the Jews persecuted and put to death Our
Saviourandmany of his followers,

—
that the Boman Emperors per-

secuted theChristian Church for three centuries— shed the bloodof
ten millions,

—
thatLouisXIV.revoke&.the edict ofNantes,—that the

Emperors of '.China and Japan sometimes commence terrible per-
secutions among the Christian convertsin theirdominions,— and that
at thepresent time, the Russian Czar is forcing at the pointof the
sword,his Catholic Polishsubjects toabandon the Catholic,and be-
comemembers of the Greek Church.

Inconclusion, for'jnypart,Idonotobject, tobutapproveof, what
is usually publishedin the columns of the TABLET, on the affairs of
Ireland "thoughIhavenot thehonour to belong to thatnation,andI
am of opinion thattheN.Z.Tablet has done,and is doing,and will
continue to do, a singular service to the Catholiccause in these
Islands. Indeed,itmay be said that theCatholic Churchhere would
not have the same standing that it now has,but for its influence.
ViveLaTablette/—I am etc.

Eemlin.

Conflicting rumours prevailin Vatican circles concerning' Mr.
Errington and his reportedmission. Itis confidently asserted that
Mr. Errington wasnot a littlenettled at the scant attention given
to bis observations on Irishquestionsand notably inconnection with
thenomination of theArchbishop of Dublin,and was alto offended
at the presence at the Vatican of another secret agent. Mr. Erring-
ton's friends assert thathe will return toBorne properly accredited
andprobably evenwith abaronetcy,which would have the natural
effect of closingupall the other channels by whichthe Vaticanand
the Propaganda are reached by agents, all apparently with equal
credentials,but comingfrom differentsources.-— Daily Chronicle.
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