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Assurance Policies Act Bill1884 (Sir Julius Vogel); a bill to giveabsolutionof theHouse of Representatives agreed to onthe 9thJuly, 1885, imposingcertaincustoms duties (Sir J. Vocel).■1heHon.Mr.Stout made his education statement.— The Hon J.Banana moved the second readingof the Wbitmore EnablingBillHeexplained the reasons which induced the Government to"intro-duce theBillandsaid that the offer wasmade toBir G. Whitmoreinconsequence of anofficer whom the Government had applied to inCanada refusingto acceptthe appointment. Therebeing also at thetame astrongprobability of warbreaking out, the Government felttney could not dobetter than offer the position toSirG. Whitmore.HebelievedSir G. Whitmore to be thorougby wellqualified for theappointment,having seenseveral years'serviceint^efield,andbeing
also a member of the Legislature of many years' standing. Theappointmentwasalso necessaryin consequenceof a competent headbemg required for the Volunteer force. Hs thought theGovernmentcould not have made abetter selection.Greatreductionsarebeingmadein the Auckland railway work-shops. About 50 handshave been discharged during thepast few

The panic thatwas caused in Ireland by the suspensionof theMunster bank isnowon the wane. The Governmentwillnot assistthe bankinanyway.
The cholera epidemic ia Spain is increasing in violence, aaddeaths are againbecoming numerous. One thousand ninehundred

M^d^feST'*1 t0 tteBanifcary anfch°rities onSunday,of which
xxr iJh/? annoancement we have to make of the death of the Rev.
»h- vrrI®?' min«ter of the FirstChuwjh (says theDaily Times),wnicn took placeaboufrmidnightonMonday evening,will bereceivedwith regret by our readers. The rev.gentleman only arrivedinthecolony in December last, havingbeen selected by the commissionappointed by theFirstChurchKirk Session to securea pastoraftertfce deathof the Rbv. Lindsay Mackie. He was inducted to the£lrst Churchi by the Presbytery on January 11. Before coming toDunedinhe hadcharge of St.Mark'sFree Church, Glasgow, wherehe hadalarge congregation, and previous to thathe was ministerinoneofthe Aberdeen churches, wtiere he alsohad alargecongrega-tion. The deceased was51 years of age. and leaves a widow, twodaughters,and fivesons. His illness was a long one,andhis demiß3was notat theendunexpected. Though onlya comparatively shorttime in Dnnedin he had made many and warm friends, and wasgreatly esteemedbothby hiscongregation andoutside of it.

Thubsday.
In theHouse of Representatives yesterday, thefollowing billswereintroduced:— a bill to amend the law relating to contempt ofcourt (Sir G,.Grey);Abill(2) in amendmentof the adulterationprevention(Mr.Beetham): the LicensingAct 1881AmendmentBill

♥i7
*' al * 'a , toProvide for theencouragementof schoolsotherthan Stateschools(Mr. Pyke).Itis expected that the Earlof Carnarvon will take an earlyopportunityof considering the memorials relative to the releaseofseveralIrishprisoners. The Times, commentingon thematter, con-demns the actionof LordSalisbury in truckling toMr. Parnell.in theHouseofCommonsonTuesday, LordRandolphChurchillSecretary of State for India,gave an officialdenial to. thestatemei:recently made by the Standard newspaper to the effect tha",

Maruchakhad beencededtoRussia inexchangefor theZulfikarPass.

ASHBURTON.
July 22 1885Mass was celebrated in the Church of the Holy Nameof Jesos.Ashburton, on Sunday, the19ch, by the rev. Father Chastagnon.After the Gospel the rev.gentleman delivered aa eloquent and ap-propriateaddress In conclusion he stated that he hadreceivedapurse on that morning from-Mrs. Sutherland, Green St. and nothaving opened it yet, he would proceed to do and see what itcontained.

Upon opening it he agreeably surprised the congregation bycounting 50 sovereign?, the contentsof|theparse, which wascollectedby Mr. Sutherland for the purpose of assisting in paying off theChurch debt. ' J

His Reverence tljen referred to Mr. Sutherland's untiring effortsonbehalf of the Church, in complimentary terms; and eulogisedthem->imer in which'themoney was presented. He further staledthatMr. Sutherland's services on behalf of the Church were fullyappreciatedby all theparishioners.
Itis theintentionof Father Chastagnon to havea marble slaberected in a conspicuousplacein thechurch, andon it engraved thenamesof all persons collectingor subscribing fifty pounds towardsthe debt. , c
Itwill be gratifying to Mr. Sutherland to know that his name

is tobe first on the list, and, indeed,itmust be fully admitted thatthe earnestness whichhe displayed forsome time pastin connectionwiththe subscription, entitles him to the honourable position. Incontinuation,Father Chastagnon informedhis parishoners that hepaid |in £76 during the past week towards the church debt,and wouldpay £55 on Monday, making a total of £132 for thefortnight.
8o thatthe success he has achievedin thi-direction exceeds thehopesof even themost sanguine. This success is atribntabletohiazeal and the generous responses of his parishioners,whohave everyconfidence in him.
Notwithstanding the strain on parishoners, the schools arecarried on successfully, and the affairs of the parish areia good

order. °

failed in themainpointsof which he hadraised the expectations ofthe country. Messrs. Stout and Ballance would then try and standby themselves(they believethey can),and if they failed they wouldlet Major Atkinson have his trial, believing that at present hecould not stand for a week, when with Messrs. Macandrew andMontgomery they would come in again. Their chief difficulty iswith the Canterbury Vogelities, who do not so much care for SirJulius Vogelas they dislikeStout and others. Piobably a portfoliowouldbe offered to Mr. LeonardHarper or someother Canterbury
member of the party. A finance of some radical kind is nowconsidered almost certain before the end of the session, but Mr.Stout will certainly try to keep office. Under any circumstancesthere isnot the slightest necessity to take account of Sir GeorgeOrey. His opposition is consideredbetter thanhis support,andhisinfluencehas notonly died awayin theHouse,but is thought to bewarningm thecountry, evenin theNorth. .The half-yearly meeting of theUnion Gold-tnining Companywasheld at Arrowtownon the 29th ult. (says the Dunstan Times).There were6,600 sharesrepresented. Mr.Henry B. Smith wasvotedto the chair. The report was most encouraging,as from a recentvisit of oneof theprincipalshareholdersto the minefor the purposeof making a rough survey ofthe lineso£ reef, itshowedthatbothWhites and M'Kenna's reefs ran through the company's claim.JL>nnng the pastsix monthsacross-cut tunnelhadbeen driven200ftoycontract, but a considerabledistance would still remain todrive'prior to striking White's line. Prospects of anexcellent characterhad been obtainedat ends of the lease. Itwas recommended toproceed with tunnelling inthe spring.TheKarakadistrict, atthe Thames (saysthe Auckland Herald),appearslikely tocome to the front before long. For many yearsafew have always manifested a strong faith in the future of thisdistrictas a gold-producer, bat hitherto the resnlts obtained havebeen somewhat discouraging. Recently the workings in the OldLordNelson claim have been examined, andthe reefs whichpas«through thatb:ock of ground. Samples of stonehavebeen broughtto Auckland and testedat the Bank of New Zealand, which hiveshown a richnessofgold littledreamedof. One trialgave areturnat the rateof 30oz.to the tonof stone,and a subsequent onegave asimilar result. On another trial beingmade with a larger quantityofstone, a yield at the rateof 50oz. per ton wasobtained? Theseresults are very encouraging, andshouldgive fresh hopes to thoseinterested inThames mining properties.The Agent-GeneralforNew South Wales, Sir Saul Samuel, an-nounced onSaturday that his Government has decided to abandontheprojected loan for the present, owing to the uncertainty as towhether peace wouldbe maintained.
t A£ eputatj°.?> headedby tte Right Hon. Robert Fowler, M.P.,LordMayor of London, waited upon Lord George Hamilton, FirstLordof the Admiralty, on Friday. His Lordshipstated,inreply tothe question put by the deputation, that the Government haddecided toreclaesify ironclads,and discard thosewhich wereineffi-went. Hefurther stated that the Governmentwouldco-operate withthe various coloniesin theworkof defending their principal towns.The BritishGovernmenthaveadopted a schemeof defence forthecolonial commercial ports to aid theloyalefforts in this directionmade by the Volunteers. The English Governmentwill furnish theguns necessaryfor the fortificationof such ports.The motion tabled by Mr. Parnell demanding an inquiry intotherecent convictions for mnrder in Ireland has been negatived,during thedebateonit the Earl of Carnarvon, Lord LieutenantofIreland, said the Governmentwould bequite willing toconsider any
memorials thatmight be presented to themon thesubject.TheGovernmenthaveintroducedthe IrishLand Purchase Bill,
whichproposes the advanceof money at the rateof 4. per cent.,
repayable in49 years, to tenants whomay desire to purchase their

Itis announced that the Russian Governmenthaveput forwarda claim to occupya position commanding the Zulfikar Pass. It isalso announced thatRussia now wishes the delimitation inquiry totake placeon the Afghan frontier,and not inLondon. The Journal \acht. Petersbourg,in an article on the movementsof the Russian Itroops in thevicinity of Zulfikar Pass,states that they areof an un- jimportant character, andadds that Russia will donothing likely tocompromise thepresentnegotiations for apeaceful settlement of thefrontier question.
Tuesday.

t
A seamof coal one foot thick has been discoveredat Wharekawa,
opposite Grahamstown. A farther trial by borings is beine made
intheareaof the coal.

The expeditionwhich hasbeen fittedout by theGermanGovern-ment to scientifically explore New Guinea will be under the com-mand of an ex-officer of thearmy. j
Cholerais again increasing inMadrid.TheRussianPress generally regard the Russian movement asduetofears of an Afghan attack on the partof General Komaroff,who,itis stated,is completing preparationsfor assuming the defen-

sive without occupying the defiles commanding the Zulfikar Pass.The Standard expresses its belief that Russiais toreceive Maruchakmreturn for waivingher claims tothe Zulfikar Pass.
Wednesday.

IntheLegislative Council yesterday the Hon. J. B. Richmondmoved the second reading of the Employment of Females Amend-ment Bill, The bill was thrown out by 21 to14.— 1n theHouseofRepresentatives,replying to Mr. Turnbull, what steps have beentaken to remedy the defectsin thebuilding at the Seacliff Asylumpointed outby the Inspectorof Lunatic Asylumsin his report of hisvisits on the 28thNovember,1884, and onthe 2nd,3rd, 4tb,andsthMay1885, the Hon. B.Richardsonsaid Mr. Blair having been inthe district he hadcalledon him for areport, fromwhichhegatheredthat the state of things describedin the report didnot exist.—Thefollowingbills were introduced:—
"

Abill toamend the "The RiverBoardsAct1884
"

(theHon. Mr. Stout);abillto amend «" TheLife

11

A young doctor in Valencia has made some interesting andsuccessful experiments of inoculation as a preservative againstcholera. c


