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woman. Does not somebody tellv lat ib is theprovince of genius
toseize upon the idea that, as it w» is in the atmosphere, and to
give ita fitting expression? Such la is the latest movement in
the matter of belief of which weh? ireceivedany report,and that
promises tobe of any consequence. c are,indeed,likely to witness
somedevelopmentof it among ourse'' is, for does not all that calls
itself scientific find a welcome here. The mind-euro is emineotly
suitable to thecalibre of our philosophers,and welook for itsimmedi
ate introduction among them.

Ix has often been said that were it not for St.
George's Channel there would never havebeen any
Irish question. Perhaps not.

—
But, then, had it

not been for the grace of God, the Irish question
would have been altogether differentfrom whatit proved.— There
never would have been any resistance of the Irish peopleto the
Protestantism of their invaders, and matters would, have been
altogether different,although as to whether English merchants and
tradesmen wouldhavebeen one bitbetter pleased tosuffer injurious
competitionfrom the trade of aProtestant country than from that
of one inhabited by Catholics,may wellbe doubted. With the aid
of God's grace,moreover,even had the Archbishop of Canterbury
been able to send the Thirty-nine Articles to Dublinin his carriage,
or had the elders of the Kirk carried over their Confession or
their Sabbath to the country dry-shod, the Irish people would still
haveremained Catholicand all the difference would have been in
their favour, for tbey could havemade a more powerful resistance.
The time,however, is gone by at whichany onecould think that com-
munication by land with GreatBritain would make any difference
as to the political or religious condition of Ireland,and theprospect
of a possible road to join the two islands has now no such signi-
ficance.—Indeed if any influence has of late yearsspread from one
country toany of the others,it has proceeded out of Ireland.

—
The

land question in Scotland has been evidently influenced by that in
Ireland, and the farmers andcrofters have been aroused to action
andeacouraged tocontinue in itby the example of Irish agitation.
In this respect Ireland has led the people of Great Britain,and
marched in the van of what will prove the greatest reform of the
century. It is proposed, then, to construct a tunnel under the
Channel from Portpatrick to Donaghadee,by which agreat saving of
timeand trouble mightbemadein thecarriageofgoods,andpassengers
even would be spared the passageby sea. There might,neverthe-
less, be, at least,some nervous people who wouldprefer the delays
aud inconveniences of the passage to the journey through a tunnel
twenty-one andahalf miles in length, and whose roof would, in the
deepestparts, be some 930 feet belowthe surface of the water. The
cost of theundertaking isestimated at aboit six millions, anda com-
pany has been formed to promote it. That the work is practicable
no-body can doubt. The experimentmade with the tunnelunder the
ttraits of Dover, and concerning the possibility of whose comple-
tionall authorities appearedagreed, wouldseem to prove so much.
That work would almost certainly have been completedhad not the
ahirm of the nation been aroused, very needlessly as we think, con-
cerning the danger of invasion. The Irish tunnel, however, which
besides would be much shorter than the Frencn one, would offer no
fearsof that kind and would greatly shorten the route,butmuch
more as to time thandistance,between the Scotch andEnglish towns
andsome of theprincipalports in Ireland. In some respects very
important changes wouldresult, andpossibly, as is generally the case
when any notable alteration ismade, certain interests would suffer.
The tradc,for example,betweenLiverpooland America mustevidently
be affected by any arrangement which would permitof goods' being
carried without transhipmentanddirectly by rail from Irishports to
the English cities, and American vessels would also findit to their
advantage to exchange Queenstown harbour for Lough Foyle.
Resistance, therefore, to the project may be looked for, and will
probably succeed in delaying its execution, but the benefits to
arise from itare too apparent to allow of its eventual failure.

The death is announced of aman who has figured
prominently in the later and more deplorable
history of Ireland. We allude to Mr.JohnGeorge

Adair,known to all the worlda? the evicter of Glenveighandconcern-

Current Topics
AT HOMEAND ABROAD.

«►_

Ebasmus, whohadborrowedahorsefromarefoimed
friend, put thebelief of thisevangelicalpersonto the
proof by telling him to believe that his horsehad
been returned tohim, andhe would at once find it
inhisstable. There isnow a body of peoplepartly

religious andpartly scientific in theUnited States who hold that all
whichia requiredto free them from illness ofany kindis the belief
that it has noexistence. Their system is called the mind-cure,andit
furnishes us with another and a very curious instance of the
advantagesof privateinterpretation,andof being at liberty to form a
creed of yourown. One prominentminister of Bostondescribes the
religious aspectof the system in question as amixture of Pantheism
and Buddhism, but as those who professit show an intimate acquain-
tance with Holy Scripture— which is quoted volumniously
by 'their preachers, it is difficult to see how this minister can
account for such anissue. Are Pantheism and Buddhism, indeed,
to be foundin the Bible,or,if so, how shall private interpretersgene-
rally be protected frombecomingaffectedby them ? Here is onemore
difficulty in our way with regard to the"unaided word."' If not
aided, in fact,it would appearin danger of landing its devotees in
somevery queer quagmires. But toreturn to the adherents to the
creed of the "mind-cure." The chief apostleof the sectis oneMrs.
Eddy, whoprofesses tohavereceivedinitiation into the mystery by
divine revelation. It appears thatsome years ago she fell on the
side-walk,andreceiving injuries toherspine that resulted in para-
lysis, she wasdeclared withina few hours of her end. Under these
circumstances theminister of the sect to which she then belonged
called to seeher,and was requestedby her torepeat his visit some
little time later in the day, noonebelieving,however, thatshe would
be then alive. And it wasbetween the twovisits of this worthyman
that therevelation was made which enabled Mrs.Eddy not only to
live until his returnbut tomeet him insound healthand at her hall-
door. It was, in fact, revealed to her, meantime, that illness or hurt
of any corporalkind wasbut anerror,and that it must immediately
disappear from the body of the believer who shouldrealise this truth.
There seem to be divisions, nevertheless, among the persoDS who
believein the mind-cure, someof them professing Christianity and
others denying it, and we cannot quitemake out whether the fact
that illness isan error is based upon the philosophic definition that"

matter is nothing," andconsequently cannot suffer illness or hurt;
or on the statement that as God made only whatis goodhe couldnot
have made illness which is not good, which therefore was never
created, andhas no existence. The philosophical teaching,however,
of Mrs.Eddy is deep and delightful, and wereitnot for the fact that
she calls herself a"Christian scientist," itmight even obtain for her j
a hearing on those exclusively scientific platforms erected amon^
ourselves. The following definition, for example, the outcomeofhtr
revelation, would form a gem inany of the discourses we have seen

or of thepamphlets published,i.e., "Personality ia the em-
bodimentof mind." There, indeed, is profundity itself, and if it
be unfathomable, why, that only shows its depth. We defy any of
ourphilosophers to beat it. Itis not, however, necessary that to
obtain the benefit of the "mind-cure

"
the sufferer should himself be

able toattain tothe nececsary belief, thathe may do vicariously, and
in this way severalpeople,inBoston especially where are the head
quarters of the sect, aie makingsnug little sums of money. But not
only can themind cure the suffering body of a neighbour; it can
also harm itgrievously, and this is mvery serious consideration.) Mrs
Eddy, for example,declares that her late husbandmet his deathsome

-
years agoby reason of amind which " thought arsenic into him."

—
An enviablemind, indeed,it must have been, and blessed was its
possessor andall belonging to him. Or could it havebeen themind
ofamemberofthe fair sex? Butthatwe leavetothe judgmentof the sex
themselves. DearMadam,do youknowany Bister whosemind youcon.
aider capableof thinking arsenic

—
or gall, or wormwood, or even j

vinegar? Your well-known charity, and sisteily loving-kindness, 1
will not peimit of your replying. This idea alone of Mrs. Eddy's]
is sufficient to proveher genius, particularly if it relate to another
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