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HAetos of the TWech.

————————
FRIDAY,

IN the House of Representatives yesterday, the Hon, R. Btout said
that since the House rose that morning the Government had con.
gidered the position in which they were put by the Committes of
Waya and Means, They had comsaited with their supporters, and
had comse to the conclusion not to ask the House to again go into
committes on the tariff resolotisn, They would ask the Hounse to
validate the resolution already passed by the committee, and by
leave of the House would move a resolution to that effect.  He need
hardly state that the loss to the revenue by the action of the com.
mittee wonld be £70,000. The Government proposed to meet the
loss by renewiog for two yeams the £50,000 deficiency billa of 1863-4;
and as to the other £20,000 it was proposed that the axpecse of the
constabnlary engaged in deleece works should be ~harged on losn.
This wonld reconp the loss of £70,000 from doties. A8 to the
measares the Government inwemded to proceed wiis, he said that it
was proposed to go on with the Local Finance and Powers Bill,
which they considered & Ministerial bill in the strict score of the
term. They proposed so withdraw from the bill the pronosal for
borrowing on subsidies, and they woald not ask the House to fix any
time for giviog subaidies to loom] bodies, He said ha regretted that
the Honge had not granted sdditional supplies as asked for. Under
the tariff the duties would press fairly on all classes. and provided
at the same time that looal industries were not interfered with. In
order that no injary should be dons to the mercantile community,
ke asked leave to move s resolntion which rescinded the Custome
duties resolution of Juhe 29, ¢xeept 20 far agrelated to spirits, bitters,
wines, sparkling wines, and Australian wines, The resolation was
put and carried on the voiees.—Mr, Hobbs moved the second reading
of * The Gaming and Lotteries Act 1881 " Amendment (No. 1} Bill,
He enid the bill was folly discoesed last session, and prssed its
second reading. It wonld no doubt have become law but for the
lateness of the session, He gaid that the bill did oot interfere with
the otber bill introdnoed under the same title, It was eimply
intended to prohibit racing sonsaltstions, The motion was carried
on the voices,—The Hon. J. A. Tole moved tbe mecond reading of
the Divorce and Matrimoninl Oanses Act 1867 Amendment Bill,
Agreed to.—The Hon, R. Btont moved the sscond reading of the
Industrial Schools Act Amecdwment Bill. He axpluined that the
bill provided that men whe were perfactly competent to provide for
the maintenance of their children in the indostrial achools should
be compelled to do so. Agreed to.—~The Hon. R. Stout moved the
second reading of the Muonicipsl Corporations Bill, cxplaining that
it was merely a consolidation bill which bad already passed tha
other Chamber. Agreed to.—The Hon. W, J. M, Larnach moved
the second reading of » The Miges Act 1877 " Amendment Bill. Ha
gaid the object of the bill was to amend the Mines Act of 1877 in
several particulars, Agreed to,—The Hon, J. Ballance moved the
second reading of “The West Coast Settlement Reserves Act 18817
Amendment Bill. He said the passing of the bill would greatly
facilitate the settlement of the Jand on the West Coast  Agreed
to.

At the Wyndham Grain and Root show on Wednesday two
chains length of drills of swede amd common turnips were shown
by Mr, Cushnie, which areraged 28 and 38 tons per acre.

Fine bright mild weather hme prevailed at Invercargill for some
time pastand is being taken advantage of by farmers and contractors.
Hoveral farmers are putting in winter sown oats #s an expeTiment.

A Royal Commission has been appointed to examice and inqure
intoths causes of the present depression of trade in England.

A considerable nmouns of interest is baing manifested in the
Bruce election at Milton (writes the Daily Timas correspondent),
Mr, Henry Driver, replying to a request to contest the seaf, atates
that he s, owing to business arrapgements, unable to do sc, This
announcement has caused greas disappointment amonyget Mr, Driver's
supporters, as his chances of euccess were considerable.  Mr. Donald
Reid, soliciter, Milton, will become a candidate. The names of
Messrs Jas, Adam, W, Hotehinson, and R, Darling aie also mentioned
as likely to come forward, It {s thought pr bable that Mr, W, A.
Murray will be requested by & large number of his old fiiends and
partisans to come gouth and again offr himeelt As a candidute for the
Broce seat, which be so ably occupied in days of yure.

Four thousand French troops are to be sent to Madagascar, in
compliance with the sdmiral's request for further reinforcements.

The Marqus of Salisbury's policy has been faviurably com-
mented on by the St. Petersburg sud Continental Preas.

In tne House of Commens on Tussday night 8ir Michael Hicks-
Beach announced to the House the programme of leguslation brought
down by the Government, which includes, among other thiogs, &
measare for facilitating the federation of varions parta »f the
Empire. Mr. Gladstone spoke, and anncunced that the Opposition
acquiesced in the proposals of the Government,—An early close of
the session is looked forwerd to.

BATURDAY.

in the House of Baprescniatives yesterday, replying to Mr,
Or'Conor, whether the Government will provide for the construction
of abridge over the Buller river at Lycll, that being the only large
dangerous and unfordable river unbridged on the main road between
Nelson and Greymouth and Weetport, the Hon, E. Richardson said
the work was a very expensive one, and inquiries would be made iuto
the matter.—The following bills were introduced :—A bill to amend
#The Police Offences Act 1884 " (Mr. Fitzherbert), & bill to amend
* The Napier Harbour Loan Act 1884 ™ (Mr. Ormond).— Mr. Steward
moved the second reading of the 8chool Commitiees Elegtion Bill,
He said the principle of the bill had been already affirmed by large
majorities of the House. The bill proposed that the olection should
be held on the fourth Monday in April, instead of Jeouary,

8o a8 not to interfere with harvest. The main point of the bill.
was the doing away with the pressnt system of cumulative voting.
The motion was carried on & division by 31 againat 24.—My, Conolly
moved the second reading of the Alienation of Land Bill, He sald
he regretted the Government had not taken the bill up, aa it was ona
ot large importance, The principle of the bill was to prevent the
tying up of land to prevent its disposal by the gwner. Hagaid he
wonld be glad to receive any suggestion on the bill. Carriel on the
voices, '

Despite the low prices for grain, farmers in many parta of the
Iuvercargill district are preparing to bring large areas under CTop,
The weather is very favourable to such operations, the days being
bright and warm and the nights frosty,

An immanse senaation has been cansed in London by the Pastoral
Gazetts publishing an article ander the gaise of a reform of social
evils, in consequence of which the paper has been expslled from all
clobs and book-stalls, The police are also preventing the sale of the
paper containing the offensive article, and the suthorities threaten to
tuke proceedings agaiost the proprietor of the Gazetfe. In retalia-
tion tha proprietor of the paper threatens to publish disclosures
whieh wonld involve Royalty and Cabinet Miniaters,

In tbe House of Commons on Wedaesday night Bir Michael
Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of the Exchequer, brought down the
financial proposals of the new Government, He announced that
suspension wou'd be extended to the new sinking fund, and that
Treasury bills to the extent of £4,000,000 had been issned. In other
respects be wag prepared to adhere to the scheme formulated by Mr,
Childers in his recent statement when Chaocellor. He informed the
House that ont of the extraordinary vote of £11,000,000, £10,000,000
had already been expended.

MoNDAY. .

Political gossip (says the Wellington corresposdent of the Daily
TFimes) is frightfully alack since the rettlement of the tariff question ;
a .4 if one could depend on the opinion expressed by a majority of
members, the session will glide through the remainder of ita course
softly and easily, without encountering any mere storms, Therg are
some, however, who dissent from this view, aud [ am one, It seems
to me that the absolute rmirender by Ministers of everything de-
manded of them by a malincus league of their followers carries in
itsel! the sseds of much futurs danger, and [ am not sarprised to

[ hear ramaurs of forther dis.ffection +a regards Mimsterial measures.

It is aaid, for instance, that in consequence of pretty strong intima.
tions having been given tn the Government by some of its stauncheat
a'liea that the new million oan will not go down, that proposal will
probably be quiatly dropped. From what [ can heur, it is safe to be
rejected if defioitely submitted to the House. Then, again, it {s by
no means clear the local government scheme will ba accepted even
shora of the 26 years’ guarantee and burrowing powers, The Native
Lands Dispositien Bill, also, is menaced with a desperate resistancs,
and in the preseat temper of the Houso it ie hardly possible that the
publie works propasaly, whatever they may turn out to be, will fail to
excite general grumbling. In fact the House is just now in a
thoroughly disorgzanised state, and 1t i+ difficult to say in what dires-
tion the prevalent disaffection mav break out pext; but of one thing
I am tolerably convinced, and that is that unless Ministers let their
policy go overbo.rd, get their Estimates passed, and send members
about their businsas na wpeedily as possible, we shall see some more
Parliamentary trouble ere very Jong. Already members ate begin-
ning to grumblc at the natire of the eompromise made by Govern.
ment, on the ground that the promised financing 19 unsatisfavtory, I
should oot he surprised to gee a direct motion v this eff.et turn up
bye-and-bye, Meanwhile an ominous ealm prevails,

The gum stores at North Wairos are being closed owing to over
supply, aud the Home market being overstocked ; £20 a ton is wow
quoted,

The Ruseian prepasations in Asia are causing grave anxiety,
and 1t is feared the difficuity will be resumed in the aatumn, The
Rustian Press claim that Russin is entitled to the territory lying at
the foot of the Hindoo-Knosh Mountains in Alghanistan.

The London wool sales concloded on Friday. The closing prices
rance from 41 to 14 below the Apnl closing rates, except for greasy
and cross-bred sorts, which have recovered slightly, 323,000 bales
wore catalogued, of which 70,000 were witkdrawn.

Brigadier general Gresn, H.E., has procreded to Assonam on the
First Cataract, takirnz with bim hail the regiment of the 20th
Huesars Qeneral Brackenbury telegraphs a report that the Mahdi
s dead, but the rumour is said to lack confirmation.

The numbker of cases of cholers repoited to the Spanich sanitary
anthorities is on the decrease, and there are hopes that the violsoce
of the epidemic is abating.

The monthly returns of the United Stat s Agricaltural Buresu
just published estimate the coming American wheat crop at 363,000,000
bushals.

The meat by the ship Oamarn, from Wellington, id selling in
London ab 6d per lb,

TUESDAY,

Mr. Thomss Bracken (sags the Daily Times) has received 8 re-
quisition from ¢lectors at Milton and Kaitangata requesting him to
contest the election for the Biuce seat, Mr. Bracken has been com-
pelled tbrough business engagements to decline the request, and has
ivformed the requisitionists of his regret at 1 ot beiog able to comply
with thelr wiah,

In anticipation of the passing of Mr. Bradshaw’s motion, the
directors of the Eaiapoi Woollen Company have decided to work all
young pergons i their «mploy 63 days a week and pay them for
that time, Previously they got a half-boliday on Baturday, snd
made up the time by working half an bour extra on the otber days,
and were paid for six days.

Prime New Zealand matton is realising in London an average of
54d to 54d per Ib.

It is + nnonneed that the Governma ent have resclved to extend tho

Quetta- Peshecn Rallwuy as far as the Kbojuk Paass, in the direotion



