
HE WAS NOT SUITED.

"You have furnished rooms,Iobserve," he said, as the landlady
openedthefront doorand sizedhim up. "Y-e-s,'Ithink wemightpossibly spare you aroom. Come in." "Is iton the top story ?

"
11Yes." "Isit largeenough to contain my trunk and a chair andabedat the same time?

" "Hardly." "Is there a handle on thewater pitcher ? " "Ithink not." «Is the waahstand minus oneleg1
"
"I believeso." "Windowlooksdown on the back yardIpresume— three old ashbarrels, swill box anda heapof cansandbottles?" "Yes, sir," "Twenty-eight holes iv the carpet onthe floor ?" "Ihave forgotten, butIthink there are 28." "Pieceof yellow Boap in the dish, and a clean towel twice a week7""Correct, sir." "Madam, lama manof few words. Idon't wanttheroom." "Exactly,sir. lam a woman whocan't afford to wasteany time. Itis evident that you have struck too high a planeGood-day ?

"
Andshe stood on the stepsand watchedhim untilhehad turned the corner,and thensaid toherself : «" He forgot to aikme if there wereany drawersto the bureau, andIforgot to tellhimthere wasn't. Never mind, though— he is looking for a cheapplace."— DetroitFreePress. F

Dr.Lemoine found at Champagne a fossil bird ten feetinheight
Itis believed tobelong to the order of the warders,butnotbinjr likeithas ever been seen.

°
Itis said thatthe transpositionof oneword wasthe foundationof Daniel Clark'sgreat fortune. Hehad bought 1,920 square toisesof land inthatpartof New Orleansthatafterwardsbecame itscom-mercialcentre. In the engrossing of the deed the "1,920 squaretoises" wascarelessly made toread "1,920 toises square," and in-reased the valueof 10,000dol8.to 20.000d015. Mr,Clark took advan-tageof the error,andthelawofNew Orleanswaspowerlesstoprevent

of Candahar. Intelligence fromCentralAsiastates that considerableRussian reinforcements continae to advance on Sarakhsi TheRussians have floggedaclerk in theemploy of theBritish Consul atKesn,a town30miles southof Samarcand. Thecause of the outragewas the refusal of the clerk to divulge information regarding theEnglish Afghan frontieragents. Fifteen thousandmen,armed withbreech-loaders, will garrisonHerat, and a large number of heavygunsare beingsent there for the fortifications of the town.
Wednesday.

IntheHouse ofEepresentativesyesterday,Mi-.Pykegavenoticethat ongoing into Committeeof Supply, he would movethat it isdesirable and necessary that the nominated system of immigrationbe resumed withoutdelay.-The followingbills wereintroduced:—TheWestlandand Grey EducationBoards Bill (theHon.Mr. Stout),?J?lll^r°, ya^ate the SydenhamMunicipal Councilpublic works loan(Mr. White), The Coroner Juries Act Amendment Bill (theHon.Mr.Tole).~.Ma]or Atkinsonresumed the debateon the second read-»ng of theLocalBodies Finance andPowers Bill. He said it wasgreatly tobe regretted thatthe Governmenthadmade this a Minis-terial measure, as if there was onebillmore thananother that shouldtar tree from party bias is was thepresent one,and it would requireall theircombined wisdomto makeit an acceptable measure. Onlookingcarefullythrough thebillto ascertain ite principles, he saidthe onlypnnciplehecouldsee was that the wholeof the roads of acountry weretobemadeout of the consolidatedfund, andhe wonldbepreparedtoshow theHouse that this couldnot possibly be done.He thoughtit wouldbe generally admittedthatthey hadan assuredfinance in the mannerin which they at present providedfor themaintenance of roads. He contended that the property tax couldnot fairly be abandoned for the purposeof theconstruction of these
SvM^Sce511H5Btf?}hlnarose'Howwere the roads to be made?Heheldthat thechief charge fortheir construction should falluponthe landedpropertyof thecountry, and they couldnot bemade outof theconsolidatedfund. All those who were connected with roadboardswereaware that they experienced great difficulty inraisingsufficient revenue to construct their roads, and they knew thatthelarger therate themoresubsidy would be granted. He said theymust abandonthe idea of making the roads by granting subsidies.Theonly waytomake them wouldbe by capitalising special rates.In,other wordsthey should'borrow upon the rates inorderto makethe roads. Itseemed tohim reasonablethat the Colony shouldcon-tribute a small sum towards the construction of roads,and the oro-perty-owners should bear the chief burden. He thought that al-thoughborrowingin any shape was very unpopular, a millionofmoney would be sufficient tocovereverything that wasrequired forsay,10years. He thought that money expended on roads was asdirectly profitableasupon railways, andif theygot to slack off oneor theother, his opinionwas that the railwaysshould be the firstslackenedoff. Hedid not intend to defendthe Roads and BridgesConstruction Act,but he considered that Act wasvery much mis-understood by the House. Hethought the country would willinelvcontributes certain amount for road constructing. He felt that itwasquitehopelessto proceedwitha billof thiskindin a satisfactorymannerif it was made apartyquestion. He wouldnot oppose thesecond reading, as themost objectionable part of thebill hadbeeneliminated. He thought that insteadof thrusting themeasureupona willing House, some temporary arrangements should be made iovthis year,and the wholematter shouldbe considered further duringthe recess. Themotion for the second reading of the billwasputand carriedon the voices. p '

Ithasbeenalmost conclusively provedinMelbourne that Kerrywho for some time has beenactively engaged informing a syndicateto purchase, prospect, and work certain reputed goldfields,in NewGuinea, on the strength of some fine specimens which areclaimedtohave been discovered while a member of the Age New GuineaExpedition,is identical witha personnamed Lord, whopurchasedseveralquartz specimensinLaunceston inFebruary last. His storyof the discovery of auriferouscountry inNewGuinea isconsequentlydiscredited,and theexpedition, which wasabout to start under theauspicesof asyndicate,has beenentirely abandoned.In the House of Commons on Monday the Right Hod W HSmith, Secretaryfor War,brought downamotionforSupplementaryEstimates. The War Minister informed the House that militarypreparationsare being continuedpending a definite settlementwithRussia on the Afghan boundary question. The House voted thesupplementary creditasked for by theRightHon.Minister for Warurging that it was needed to complete thenecessary preparationspending a settlement. Mr. Smith added that the presentGovern-ment werenot prepared toaccede to thedemandsmade byRussia totheir predecessorsin office. The Hon.-RobertBourke informed theHouse thatso farnoarrangementhadbeen completed forarbitrationbetween England andRussia on theAfghan frontierquestion but thestate of the caseput forwardwasstillunderdiscussion"betweenthetwo countries.
Thursday.

In theHouse of Representatives yesterday the following billswereintroduced:-Abill toprovide for the better preservation ofthelives of youngchildren from poisoning by phosphorus matches(Sir George Grey); a bill to amend "The Dunedin Drillshed Act1876 Amendment Act 1884" and partially repeal the operation Sthe same(Mr M J.S. Mackenzie;; theNew ZealandCurrency Bill(Mr. Brown); the Rakaia Domain Board Empowering Bill (MrIvess);abill toamend ""The Public Works Act 1882
" (the HonMr. Richardson);"The PublicReservesAct 1881

"
AmendmentBill(theHon. Mr. Ballance);"The Police OffencesAct 1884" Amendment BillNo. 2 (Mr. Fisher). Mr. Bradshaw moved-"TbStbeamendment made by thecommittee on"

TheEaplovmentofFpmalpnandOthers Act1881Amended Bill" " be agreed to. Mi". LevStammoved as anamendment—" Thatnoperson shall employany vount?person for more than 48 hours in any one week." Mr. Fitzherbertmoved as a further amendment—" Providing for not more that 48hoursper week,andeight anda-half hours per day." Mr Levestamwithdrew his amendment, and 'Mr. 'Fitzherbert's amendment
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was then put and carried on the voices. Mr. Fiteher-bert moved a further amendment in the Employment o£Females Act, to add toclause 3—" Providedalways thatany inspec-tor inany districtincase ofemergency allows youngpersons to workovertime. Theamendment wascarried ondivisionby 36 against 26.Mr. Ross moveda further addition—" That itshallnot becompulsoryonany youngperson towork suchovertime." The amendment waslost on thevoices. Mr. M.J. 8. Mackenzie moved to strike oat inthe clause relating toholidays the words " without loss of wages."The Hon.R. Stoutopposedtheamendment. The latterhad beetf inforcefor 12years,and the employees had never cdmplained of it.Mr. Fergus said thatall respectabletradesmenpaid theirapprenticesfor all holidays. He thought they were legislating for the ignorantpeople. Mr.Levestamsaid that notwithstanding the law had l>eeninforce somanyyearshe knewof cases in which boys' wages badbeen stopped for holidays. The amendment was lost on the voices.The bill wasreportedwithamendments,reada thirdtime,andpassed.LordWolseley,on his return to London fromthe Soudan, metwithamost enthusiasticreception.

IntheHouse of Commonson Monday during the discussion onthe voteof credit, the Secretary for War stated that thecredit wasfor «he purposeof despatching 35,000 additional troopsto Indiaifrequired. In his despatches General KomarofE has accused >theAfghans of still advancing, but he has received orders from hisGovernment toact strictly on the defensive. ColonelRidgeway, theEnglish AfghanFrontierCommissioner, is proceeding toHerat.

AN EXPLANATION.
The followingcopy of a letter addressed to the Premier ihas beensent us as a possibleexplanationof the delay inthe education state*ment:

—
"Selwyn street, Addington, July 1,1885.'To theHonourableMr.Robert Stout,Premier."Sir,

—
Itake the liberty of forwarding to you a copy rff apetition emanating from therecentsitting of theAnglican Synod,andaboutto bepresentedtoboth'Housesof Parliamentina weekortwo. Also the followingstatements, which haveappearedembodiedin a letter oneducation,in theCbristchurchPress newspaper of the19th of May last. These statements have been copied verbatimfrom a paper on State education read by you before the Otago

Teachers' Associationin1870, and afterwardspublishedin pamphletform. Now,boa.sir, it seems tome that a gentleman listening inthe lobbies,andhavinginhis handacopyof thesestatements,wouldbehighly amused at the grand Philipic youwillnodoubt deemityourduty topronounce against this petition, on itspresentation,andin defence of thepresent system. Summing up your argumentatpage7 inthe pamphlet referred to,you say :—"(1.) That Stateeducatiouis educating oneclassat theexpense
of another.

11(2.) Thatit confersknowledgeat the expenseof character."(3.) Thatitretards the developmentof a quality universally
needed one in the absence of which, poverty, and restlessness andcrime must evercontinue;andallthatitmaygive asmattering ofinformation."(4) That it makes men forget their duties, and deadensthatparental feelingfor progeny which nature has implanted in thebosom."(5.) Thatonce admitthedoctrine of the Statecare of minds,
and the Statecare of bodies must be enforced."(6.) Thatstateeducation is a violationof the social compact
andunjust."<7.) That it destroysparental responsibilityand uneducatesthose whoneededucation most."(8.) Thatit is never expedienttobe unjust."Iam, your obedient servant,"Thomas Milneb."
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