
[COMMUNICATED.]
This is a book which must have been the result of much labour,
study, and thought. ,The author has aimed topresent Catholicism,
inits totalityofdoctrine and practice,beforethe reader,so thathe
may apprehendit without misapprehension andmisrepresentation.
From the central dogma of the Incarnation, all themysteries and
doctrines,devotions and practices, the life andspirit of Catholicity,
emanate like rays of light. The introduction is a master pieceof
reasoningagainst infidelity and freethongbt, which aim to free the
conscience fromreligious restraints. Hence they caricature religion.
Heis severeuponagnosticism,positivism,atheism,andallotherisms.
Modern infidelity, unlike that of the 18th century,is essentially
ignorantand irreverent. Itsprofessorsareneither witsnor scholars.
Itis, however, moredangerous to a flippant society than was the
Voltairianatheism. This is an age of indifference, of life and
education without God. It is labouring to annihilate Christianity,
and especially itsgreatestbulwalk— an infallible Church. The free-
thinkers sneer at legitimate authority, and pursue a policy of
unprincipled rebellion against its divine authority. Scepticism is
theresult of private judgment,and individualismileadstorationalism
and infidelity pessimism follows in due course and life becomes
actually valueless;society becomes a herd of cattle and horses, with
the survival of thefittest. Protestantism is melting away, likean
icebergbefore thefireof Rationalism. Infidels andProtestants give a
caricature of Catholicism. They forget that theChurch's primary
doctrineis herowninfallibility;sheis inspiredby theHoly Spirit that
inspiredtheBible,and her living voiceis equally with the Bible—
the wordofGod Indeed. She vouchesfor theBible, and|has sanctioned
the canon of Holy Writ. She existed before the Bible,and it is
her vocation to interpret it aright. She is a living
infallible oracle, and not a dead book, interpreted in
multifarious and contradictory ways, as Protestant Churches do;
Catholicism is enveloped in anatmosphereof mystery

—
a9, indeed,

is man himself, with his dual existence,which materialismignores.
Catholicism, like truth, is necessarily intolerant of error; she
believes that she is guided in her interpretation of the Bible by
the Holy Spirit abiding with her, and consequently she cannot err.
Her divine mission is toteach withauthority, anditis ourbounden
duty to sit ather feet, like Mary at the feet of Christ, and learn
wisdom. An infallible revelationrequires aninfallible interpreter.
Protestantism in the lastanalysis resolves itself into infidelity. The
chapteron godless education receives a fresh confirmation in our
secular system in this Colony. Beverence is entirely wanting in
these Colonial schools. The author,by travelandextensive reading,
is well posted up in the habits of thought prevalent in these
Colonies. He justly scathes with his satire the religions of
humanity. They all are materialistic, and ignore the dual nature
of man. They are

" thebag of bones theory." There is no such thing
as spirit or soul or mind distinct from the body, any more than
there is a conscious, personal God apart from the universe. Had
he the Otago University inhis eye. when he wrotethat the grand
discovery of modern times isosmosis? —which means thatmanis only
an aggregate of cells ; the will, and all that, is but the succession
of cellular vibrations; and the action of the mind is of the combina-
tion of brain waves, as they pass over the delicate nerves and
brain tissue. His chapter on modern spiritism is not satisfactory
tome; for he admits that behind the so-called phenomena, there
are veritable demons. The book is a splendid apology for the
Church and the Bible; for freethought, he justly argues, is the
natural outcome of education without God. But, alas 1 how few
do really think in thisbusy andmechanical age. The age is revolu-
tionary, and refuses to listen to the Church. Hence we have
travesties of religion. The author has done a real service to
Religion in the publication of this excellently written work. He
succeeded Dr. Moran, the energetic Bishopof Dunedin, in South
Africa. He is Bishop of Ketimo,andVicar ApostolicoftheEastern
Vicariate of the Cape Colony. Altogether,the Right Key. J. D.Bicards, D.D. maybe regardedas oneof the verybest defenders of
the Faith,in this latter halfof thenineteenthcentury. Considering
thathe is amissionary prelate,and destitute of theleisure, comfort,
and meansof information enjnyed by Europeanbishops,it is really
wonderfulto seehow pure, and clear, and scholarly his style, upon
the whole,is. One reads his book withpositive delight, and lays it
aside withregret. The perusalof such a book is refreshing,exhilar-
ating andreinvigorating.

The Italiantroops onthe Red Sea coast arebeginning to ieelthe
coast of colonization. The heart increasei, and it is now a1;a1; 112
degrees; flies andinsects devour the soldiere morcilessly ; there is
nootherrelief than thatof coveringtheface withawat handkerchief.
To thetormentingheit of the day succeed nights of great huminity;
rain is frequent, and in themorningheat beginsagain. At nighftbe
camp is visited byhyenas,and itis forbidden to fire uponthem lest
thenoise Bhonld alarm the troops. Rations are not very palatable,
nor evenwholesome. Meatisplentiful, but itis necessary to cook
itas soonas it is killed, for the beat spoils it rapidly. There is
abundanceof water,butitis not drinkable,and the soldiers say that
they would an give aneye for a pieceof ice. A soldier ingarrison
at Ddassowah writes:"The Government has the right to askus, in
thename of the country, tosacrifice our liveß, and weareready to
do so;butit has no right to condemnus to so long and painful an
agony."— Cor.of Pilot.

Anenormousemigration from Italyto American is expectedthis
season. As a result of last year's cholera epidemic,Italyis suffering
from an almost unprecedented commercial depression, and all
branches of industry showa lassitude which amounts in some trades
almost to stagnation. In the rural districts, the depressinn has
caused an almost total failureof theproductionof wineand oil,and
othercrops havesuffered aseverecheck. Thestrike amongtherural
labourers at Mautuais growing into larger proportionsdaily,and the
authorities restrain the strikers from acts of violence and bloodshed
withdifficvlty. Thus far 170 strikers have been imprisoned. The
tyrannyof the Government inmaking unwarrantedarrests, sappres-
singor pestroying telegrams containing truthful statementsof the
situation,and seizing all newspapers which are outspoken in their
protestationsagainst high-handed officialacts,is wildely denounced.
The treatmentmetedout tosuch journals ashave given voice to the
existingmisery and denounced the acts of the officials is almost un-
precedented. The jourualists are organising a league for mutual
protection against the prosecutions which threaten to overwhelm
them.

Acable despatch from Paris, of April 1, gives the following
which we publish for what it is worth:—The question of
diplomatic relations between the Holy See and England, the
United Rtates and English-speaking countries generally, is likely
to be solved ere long in an unexpected manner by the appoint-
ment of Mgr. di Bende, now Papal Nuncio at Paris, to & high
postat the Propaganda, with the title of

"Cardinal Protector of
English Speaking Catholics." Ithas been longfeltthatsomechange
has beendesirable inthe method of conductingbusiness transactions
betweenBorne on theonehandand England andNorth America on
the other. At one time the Vatican hoped to effect this by the
appointmentof diplomatic agents, but the American and English
Episcopate,andCardinalManning notably,so strongly opposed this
plan thatit wasnot thought advisable topressit. Therectorsof the
English and American colleges at Bornehave hitherto been the chief
agents for an arrangement of business matters with the Holy See;
bat this wasregarded asinadequate. The elevationof Mgr.diBende
to a Cardinal Protectorshipsuch as that onceexercised by Cardinal
York," the last of the Stuarts," would,it is thought,be agreeable
tothe British Government and in-urethe appointmentof acceptable
English prelatesto colonial and Irish bishoprics. Mgr. di Bende's
training would fit him for his prospective duties. He was long
resident inLondon, andpreached inMarylebone. He is also apriest
of1, the Archdiocese of Westminister.

NEW ZEALAND TJp&i&V-
"CATHOLIC CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN
UNBELIEF."

Friday,July 3, 1885.

THE LATEST IMPROVEMENT.

(Dunedin ItemingHerald,)
In a speech delivered six or seven weeks ago in WalesbyLord
Salisbury, the presentPrime Minister,hecomplained of the present
tendency" tofetter menand withdraw from them the freedom of
action and of contract which they have hitherto enjoyed. That
secular reproduction of the Inquisition, the modern.Inspector, is
abroadinall the land. Hisencroachments areat everyman's door.
He is the onedanger toliberty that is tobe feared." InNew Zea-
land we havenowawholehost of inspectorswithsubs anddeputies,
ramifying theCivil Service,and maintainedata ridicnlous expense,
taking into account the limited number of our population. We
cannot trace the history of the wholebattalion,bat wewillselect
one as anexample. In1873 acomplete andcomprehensivePrisoos
Act was passed,under which the visitationand inspectionof prisons
was vested in two or more Visiting Justices nominated by the
Governor, of whom theResident Magistrateusually wasone. This
plan worked well, and wascarried out inasufficientmanner for the
requirementsof ayoungcountry whichhadnocriminal classstrictly
so-called. The prisoners in themain consisted of thoughtless ne'er-
do-wells expatriatedby equally thoughtless friends in Britain, who,
when theirallowancesranshort, victimisedhotel-keepersby passing
valueless cheques. There were a few unfortunates also whobadgot
into trouble when the malt was uppermost. But of professional
criminals we had none. It worked well for nine years,till1882,
when the Atkinson Government carried a consolidation of the
Prisons Acts, in whicha newclause was introduced authorising the
appointmentof anInspector ofPrisons,at asuitablesalary of course,
whoseduty was "to inspect allprisons." The powers andduties of
the Visiting Justices wereleft untouched.

-
The new official was

scarcely warminhis seat until he took steps to enlarge the„scope
of,his authority andduties,andassumeexecutivefunctions. Accord-
ingly the very nextsession,in1883, a new PrisonsBill waspassed,

the following important clause :—":
— " In addition to any

other powers given to the Inspector of Prisons by the said Act
(1882), he shall, in relation to any prison,have and exercise
all the additional powers exercisable by a Visiting Justice
under section 3 of this Act." His power of inspection has
thus super-added power to hear complaints of prisoners and
to make inquiry and take evidence on oath as to the con-
duct of any prison officer, the treatment and conduct of the
prisoner,andallegedabuses. While the Inspector is thus receiving
additional wing feathers,care is *akeff toclip the wings of the Visit-
ing Justices. The sections of theAct of 1882 conferringthenecessary
judicial powerson Visiting Justices are repealed and swept away.
The Inspector is master of the field. He has atall times the ear of
the MinisterofJustice, andassecrecy is preservedas to the contents
of his reports,hebecomes indirectlya secret irresponsiblefunctionary,
coming within the category of those described in forcible terms by
LordSalisbury. Everyprisonis akindof bastile, governedby rules
andregulationsof anautocratic nature, emanating from the sugges-
tionsof anExecutiveInspector. We view theunion of these func-
tions asinconsistent with the due regardof the sacred principles of
liberty which we have been trained to respect. If an inspector
be deemed necessary, let his duties be confined to inspection and
report. Itis the spiritof our law thatthemaintenance of power and
order everywhere be entrusted tothose of our fellow-colonists whom
the Governor maynominate in that behalf as Justices and. Magis-
trates,and prisons ought tobe no exception. Ifthe Justices fail in
their duty, that is noreasonfor encroaching on our sacred edifice of
civil liberty by a radical change ofsystem. Those who fail can be
removedandothers appointedin theirstead. We hope somemember
will take upthis subject andpreventthe colony from lapsing into a
system of bondageunder irresponsibleinspectors.
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