
The New Zeatand Agricultural Company are asking for. an
extensionof the timei for paying off theirdebentures. The annual
meetingof the companywilltake placeonthe30th.

The Agent-general willask the Hon.J. Stanleytojendone Lord
Derby's approval of the prohibitive laws proposed to be taken
should theFrenchGovernment insiston theirrecidivistescheme.

Reports have been received from Gippshnd that a promising
goldfieldhas beendiscoveredon the Snowy River, and a rnsh has
commencedinconsequenceof theglowingaccountsof theprospectors.

TheHomeGovernmenthave decided to grant twocommissions
in theImperialArmyto New Zealand and toeach of the Australian
Colonies for young men from 19 to 22 years of «ge whohave served
atleast two years intheColonial forces. Competitive examinations
willbe held for the commissions, and the examinationpapers wjill
arriveby thenextmail.

The House of Commons met on' Thnraday, andafter the issueof
new writs rendered necessary by the appointmentof theMinistry,
adjourneduntilJuly6, when theresultof theelection*willbeknown.
Mr Ellis Aahmead-Bartlett has been appointed,one of theJunior
Lordsof the Admiralty. The positions of Attorney-general and
Solicitor-generalhavenot asyet beendefinitely filled. IntheHouse
ofLords tbe Earlof Salisbury statedthat he hadatfirst refused to
reconsiderhis proposed resignation, but thather Majesty tbeQueen
appealed tohim toacceptMr.Gladstone'sassuranceof support.

Monday.
Mr.Errington, whohas forsome time acted as unofficial repre-

sentative forGreatBritainat the Vatican,has hada baronetoy con-
ferredupon him.

Germany andAustriaare encouraging Englandtoadopta firmer
policy in the administrationof Egyptian affairs.

Theappointmentsof Lord DunravenasUnder-secretary forthe
colonies, and Lord Harris as Under-Secretary for India, are
confirmed.

Reports from variouspartsof, Spain show that the cholera epi*
demicis increasinginviolence,no less than1100 cases,of which 600
ended fatally,havingbeenreported to theauthoritiesyesterday.

A Londonspecial of June 3.saysthe desperateconditionof the
Scotch landmarketis shownby tbe surprising numberof estatesnow
offered for salein Scotland. One auctioneeraloneadvertised to sell
onJune 2,estatesvaluedat £2,500,000. Many Americansarein the
marketlooking for Scotchproperty.

Berlinpapersof May 29,have alarmist articlesover the trouble
between the Sultanof Zanzibar and tbe German East African Com-
pany. They bint that Germany may be compelled to declare war
against both England and Italy.

Mr.Dion Boucioault,D.G.Boucicault, MinaBoucicault, and a
select company of players, are passengers by tbe Zealandia for
Sydney. They willmake a tour of the Coloniesandgive New Zea-
land around of Boucicault's well-knownIrish dramas,and alsopro-
duce abrand new play called "The Jilt," the last contribution of
Boucicault todramaticliterature.

The fund nowbeing raised inIreland for the benefitof James
Stephen, ex-Fenian bead centre, recently expelled from France,
amounts to £7000.

When the Bill is introduced in Parliament,as is proposed, to
provide a royalresidence inIrelandfor young Prince Victorof Wales,
itwillbe opposedby the Parnellites,on tbe ground that Ireland has
more than enough of vice-regal pageantry now in Earl Spencer's
Court atDublinCastle.

The Anglo-GermanFijiCommission has agreed that Germany
will not establish a penal settlement in Southern Pacific. Some
difficultieshaveoccurred between someFrench and Italians. One
of the latter slappedtbe face of a lieutenant of chasseursas he was
coming outof the theatre. The Italian was arrestedandcondemned
tosix days' imprisonment. The French genera,! thought thepunish-
ment inadequate,and issued an order commanding all officers in
future, on the least provocationfrom Jews andItalian*, todraw their

i swords. He also decided to punish the orderly officer whose face
hadbeen slappedfor notrunning bis assailantthrough.

Sir Peter Lumsden, in an interview, said, referring to the
Anglo-Russian situation, that itmight be weeks or months before
matters were again brought up,but that tbe difficulty was sure to
break ont afresh sooner or later, and that before long. Tbe old
frontier includedall that was best in tbe80 miles of desert land
that wasnow tobe given up toRussia. SirPeter further said that
Busssa is now able, through the possession of Penj-deh district, to
provoke fresh complications. Russia wantsan ethnological frontier,
and he proposed a geographicalone. The Ameer has now 15,000
troopsat Herat. When tbe Russians first advanced that place was
quiteopen, and it wouldhave fallen at once, for the population
were, and evennow to some extent are, siding with Russia. Sir
Peterarrivedat ViennaonJune 5,andproceededtoLondon, Inan
interview he said Colonel Alikanoff had openly boasted to the
Afghans that the Russians wanted to take Herat,anda great deal
more. He further said Russia wouldnever hare urgedbar absurd
demands if she had believed England was in earnest in resisting
them. Later despatches from London say tbe Government is in
despairover tbe fierce and outspokendenunciation of tbe Afghan
breakdown which he has scattered along bis path from Constan-
tinople to Paris, tie is throughly exasperated,and be does not
care who knows it. When be arrived in Paris, almost tbe first
greetinghe received was a telegram from tbe War Office ordering
him to seenomoreinterviewers. Efforts arebeingmade tocaabier
him,butit isknown he has groatinfluence in thehighestquarters.

A London special of May 27 says the Russian censors of the
Press areexerting themselves to tbeutmost to suppress thefact that,
notwithstanding favourable prospects of peace,Russian preparations
arestill being pressed with extraordinary vigour. News, however,
reaches London by various round-about routes, and it is known
there if an immense movement of troops towards Central Asia.
Large bodies of infanlrj, cavalry, field artillery, and railway
snd telegraph buildersare pressing forwardin almostacontinuous
stream fromEuropean Russia through tbtTrani-Caucaeianprovisos.

Friday.

The Wellington correspondent of the Daily Times wires as
follows :— Although somereticence has beenobserved on the point,
Iunderstandthat the followingare the resolutions of the Freetrade
Committee yesterday, whichcan no longer be deemed confidential,
as they havebeen circulatedamongmembers. They areas follows :—:

—" That the Committee object to theproposedincrease in the customs
dutieson the followinggrounds:(I)That such duties appear to be
designed in the increasing the customs receiptsto pressmoreheavily
upon the poor than upon rich. (2) That such duties that appear
designed to protect the agriculturists are so misleading as to
apparentlyprotect items of export. (3) That such duties as are
protective in their nature are in many cases not wantedby local
producers, and in other cases protestsomeindustries to the detri-
ment of others." A generalmeetingof Freetrade membershas been
convened for Monday next.

In the House of Bepresentativesyesterday, the followingbills
were introduced:— The Juvenile Accidents Prevention Bill (Mr.
Hatch), theMortgageDebentures Bill (Sir Julius Vogel),the Postal
NoteBill(Sir Julius Vogel). Mr.Seddon movedthe secondreading
of the Mines Act AdmendmentBill. He said thefees for miners'
rightshad beenreduced inall the other colonies, but had been re-
tainedat £1 in this Colony. The presentbillproposedtoreduce the
charge for rights to 10s. It also proposed to reduce the charge
for business licenses to £3 instead of £5. The motion was
agreed to.

James Fletcher, a well-known West Coast carrier, leftBeefton
at midday yesterday for Greymouth with a seven-horse team. At
4 o'clock yesterday afternoon a man ridiog in the samedirection
foundFletcher lyingin thewheel-wayof theroadwithhis leg broken.
A cart wentout from Beefton to bring him on,buthe diedon the
journey. He wasconsciouswhen found,and explained that he fell
off the box,and thewaggon-wheelspassedover the small ofhipback.
Deceased was widely known in the Colony. He leaves a wife and
family in Greymouth.

Several deferred-payment settlers applied to the Southland
Land Boardyesterday by petition, topermit them to suspend pay-
ment of rent for three years,on account of the difficulty of bring-
ing the land into cultivation. The Commissioner informed them
that theBoardhadnopower tograntsuch permission, butbad just
passed a letter to theUnder-secretary for Lands,recommending that
capitalisationbe permitted afterone instead of threeyears'residence.

Itisannouncedthat the VeryRev. Dr.Walsh, BishopofEildare,
has been appointedArchbishop of Dublin, in succession to the late
CardinalM'Cabe. TheMost Rev.Dr.Moran,Archbishopof Sydney,
willbe createda Cardinalat thenext Consistory.

The Agent-generalhave interviewed theBightHon. F. Stanley,
thenew Secretary of State forthe Colonies,onthe recidiviste ques-
tion.

Germany annexesall theislands off the coast of New Guinea
between the Equator and the eighth degree south latitude, and
between the onehundredand forty-first andone hundredand fifty-
fourthdegree of longitude.

General Gordon's diarieshave beenpublished, andhave cansed
animmensesensation. In thembe compares himself to Uriah the
Hittite, whom King David ordered to be placed in the foremost
position inbattle,subsequently causing thearmy todesert him, and
thus causing bis death.

The members of the new Ministry were sworn inon Tuesday.
The Bight Hon.Sir WilliamHart Dyke, M.P., has been appointed
Chief Secretary for Ireland. Sir Henry Drummond Wolff replaces
Sir Evelyn Baring asBritish Consul-general in Egypt. The Right
Hon. B.Bourke has been appointed Under-secretary for Foreign
Affairs. Mr. Henry Chaplin, member forMid-Lincolnshire, will be
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster;and the Right Hon.Bavid
B. Plunket, Q.C., Minister for Works andPublic Buildings. Itis
consideredprobablethat Mr. WilliamJ.Harris, M.P. for Poole, will
be Under-secretary for India, and Lord Dnnraven Under-secrctary
for the Coloniesin thenewMinistry.

SATURDAY.
In the House of Representatives yesterday the followingbills

wereintroduced:
—

The Gaming and LotteriesAct 1881Amendment
BillNo. 2(Mr. Fitzherbert), The Patea HarbourBoard Bill (Major
Atkinson).

—
Sir Juiius Vogel movedthe second reading of theNew

Zealand State Forests Bill. He said many hon. members would
recognise in thebilla reproductionof the billbebrought inin1874,
and"it was substantially the same. There were, however, some
alterationsin the present billfor which there were several reasons,
one of whichwas that whenthe bill was introducedpreviously the
provincialsection of the House was warmly opposed to it, on the
ground that itbad ledin some measure to the introduction of the
bill for theabolitionof theprovinces. After detailingthe principles
of the bill, which wasbrought in for thepreservationof the State
forests,be uaidit was proposedunder the bill toborrow £50,000, of
which £10,000 wasonly to be borrowedinany one year. It wasalso
proposedto vest the control of the forests in a commissioner, who
wouldbe subject to theauthority of Parliament. The chief duties
of those whowouldbe entrusted with thechargeof the forests would
be to look after the existing forests, and, whenaccessary, to plant
new forests. Thebill also provided for proper Parliamentarycontrol
of the scheme, and in no way give the Minister in charge of the
forests any extraordinary powers. He thought it was evident, as
timberwas decreasingall overthe worldit wouldimmenselyincrease
invalue. It was altogether deplorable the manner in which the
forests waredestroyedat thepresentday. Theirpreservation,it was
wellknows,affected the rainfall toa veryconsiderableextent,and it
was most necessary to takesomeurgentmeasures to preservethem.
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