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Hetos of the TWeeh.

TRIDAY.

Tug Wellington correspondent of the Daily Times wires as
follows :~—Although some reticence has been observed on the point,
1 understand that the following are the resoiutions of the Frestrads
Committee yesterday, which can no longer be deemed confidential,
as they bave been circulated awong members, They are as follows :—
“ That the Committee cbject to 1he proposed increase in the customs
duties on the following grounda : (1) That such duties appear to be
designed in the increasing the customs receip's to press more heavily
upon the poor than upon rich. (2) That such duties that appear
designed to protect the agrieulturists are so misleading as to
apparently protect items of export, (3) That such duties as are
protective in their nature are in many casea not wanted by local
producers, and in other cases protestsome industries to the detri-
ment of others,” A general mesting of Freetrade members has been
convened for Monday next.

In the House of Representatives yesterday, the following bills
were Iniroduced :—The Juvenile Accidents Prevention Bill (Mr.
Hateh), the Mortgage Debentures Bill (8ir Julius Vogel), the Postal
Note Bill (8ir Julins Vogel), Mr, Beddon moved the second reading
of the Mines A¢t Admendment Bill, He said the fees for miners’
rigbta had been reduced in all the other colonies, but had been re-
tained at £1 in this Colony, The present bill proposed to reduce the
charge for righta to 10s, It also gropoaed to reduce the charge
for et&uslnesa licensea to £3 instead of &£5, The molion was

to.

James Fletcher, a well-known West Coast carrier, left Reefton
at midday yesterday for Greymonth with a seven-horse team. At
4 o'clock yesterday afternoon a man riding in the same direction
found Fletcher lying in the wheel-way of the road with his leg broken.
A cart went out from Reefton to bring him op, bat he died on the
journey, He was conscious when found, and explained that he fell
off the hox, and the waggon-wheels passed over the emall of his back,
Decensed was widely keown in the Colony. He leaves a wife and
[amily in Greymouth,

Beveral deferred-payment settlers applied to the Bouthland
Land Board yesterday by petition, to permit them to suspend pay~
ment of rent for three years, on account of the difficulty of bring.
ing the land into cultivation. The Commissioner informed them
that the Board had no power to grant such permission, but had just
pussed a letter to the Under-secretary for Lands, recommending that
capitalisation be permitted after one instead of ihree years’residence,

It is sunounced that the Very Rev. Dr. Walsh, Bishop of Kildare,
bas been appointed Archbishop of Dublio, in succession to the late
Cardinal M'Cabe. The Most Rev, Dr, Moran, Archbishop of Bydney,
will he created a Cardinal at the next Consistery.

The Agent-general bave interviewed the Ripht Hon, ¥, Stanley,
the new Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the recidiviste ques-
tion,

(Germany snnexes all the islande off the coast of New Guinea
between the Equator and the eighth degree sonth latitude, and
between the one hundred and forty-firet and one bundred and fifty-
fourth degree of longitude,

General Gordon’s diaries have been published, and have caused
an immense sensation, In them he compares himselt to Uriah the
Hittite, whom King David ordered to be placed in the foremost
position in battle, ubsequently causing the army to degert him, and
thus causing his death,

The members of the new Ministry were sworn in on Tuesday.
The Right Hon, Bir William Hart Dyke, M.P,, has been appointed
Chief Hecretary for Ireland, B8ir Henry Drummond Wold replaces
8ir Evelyn Baring as British Consul-general in Egypt. The Right
Hon. R, Bourke has been appointed Under-secretary for Foreign
Affairs. Mr, Heory Chaphin, member for Mid-Lincoloshire, will be
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster ; and the Right Hon, BPavid
R, Plugket, Q.C., Ministcr for Works and Public Buildings, It is
considered probable that Mr. William J, Harris, M.P, for Poole, will
be Under-secrelary for India, and Lord Dunraven Under-secrctary
for the Colonies in the new Ministry.

SATURDAY.

ln the House of Reprcsentatives yesterday the following bills
werg introduced :——The Gaming and Lotteries Act 1881 Amendment
Bill No, 2 (Mr. Fitzherbert), The Patea Harbour Board Bill (Major
Atkinson)—8ir Juiius Vogel moved the second reading of the New
Zealand Btate Forests Bill, He said many hon. members would
recognise in the bill a reproduction of the bill ha brooght in in 1874,
and it was snbsiantially the same. Therc were, bhowever, some
alterations in the present bill for which therc were several reasone,
ong of which waa that when the bill was introduced previously the
provincial section of the House was warmly opposed to it, on the
ground that it bad led in some messure to the introduction of the
bill for the abolition of the provinces. After detailing the principles
of the bill, which was brought in for the preservation of the State
forests, he said it was proposed under the bill to borrow £50,000, of
which £10,000 was only to be borrowed in any one year, It waa also
proposed to vest the control of the forests in a commissioner, who
would be subject to the autbority of Parliament, The chief duties
of those who would be entrusted with the charge of the forests would
be to look after the existing forests, and, when mecessary, to plant
new foreats, The bill also provided for prgfner Parliamentary control
of the scheme, and in no way give the Minister in charge of the
foresta any extraordinary powers. He thougkt it was evident, as
timber was decreasing all over the world it would imrmensely increase
in value, It was sltogether deplorable tbe manner in which the
forests were destroyed at the preseat day. Their preservation, it was
well kpowp, affected the rainfall to s very coneiderable extent, and it
was most neccssiry to take some urgent measures to preserve them.

The New Zealand Agrioultural Company are asking for an
sxtension of the time! for paying off their debentures, The annuoal
meeting of the company will take place on the 80th, ‘

The Agent-general will ask the Hon, J, Btanley to.sndorse Lord
Derby's aplg;:val of the prohibitive laws pro te be taken
should the French Glovernment insigt on their recidiviste scheme,

Reports have been received from Gippel:nd that & promising
goldfield hae been discovered on the Snowy River, and a rush has
commenced in consrquence of the glowing accounta of the prospectors.

The Home Government have decided to grant two commissions
in the Imperial Army to New Zoaland and to each-of the Anstralian
Colonies for young men from 19 to 22 years of spe who bave served
at least two years in the Colonial forces. Competitive examinations
will ba held for the commissions, and’ the examination papers will
arrive by the next mail.

The House of Commons met on Theraday, aud afler the ipsue of
new writs rendered necesaary by the appointment of the Ministry,
adjourned until July 6, when the resultof the electiona will be known.
Mr Ellis' Ashmead-Bartlett has been appointed .one of the Junior
Lords of the Admirgity, The positions of Attorney-general and
Solicitor-general have not as yet been definitely filled., In the House
of Lords the Earl of Balisbury stated that he had at first refused to
reconeider his proposed resignation, but that her Majesty the Queen
appealed to him to accept Mr. Gladatone’s assurance of support.

MORDAY.

Mr. Errington, who has for some time acted as unofficial repre.
santative for Great Britain at the Vatican, has had a baronstoy con-
ferred upon him,

Germany and Auatria are encouraging Eogiand to adopta firmer
policy in the administration of Egyptian affairs,

The appointments of Lord Dunraven as Under-secretary for the
colonies, mpd Lord Barris as Under-Secretary for India, are
confirmed.

Reports from various parts of. Bpain show that the cholera epl.
demic in ineressing in viclence, no less than 1160 cases, of which 500
ended fatally, haviag been reported to the sutborities yesterday.

A Loundor special of June 3, says the desperate condition of the
Beoteh land market is shown by the surprising namber of estates now
offered for sale in Beotland, One suctioneer alone advertised to aell
on June 2, estates valued at £2,600,000. Many Americans arein the
market looking for Beoteh property.

Berlin papers of May 28, have alarmist articles over the tronble
between the Bultan of Zaoribar and the German East African Com-
pany. They bint that Germany may be compelled to declare war
against both England and Italy.

Mr, Dion Boucicault, D. G, Boucicavlt, Mina Boacicault, and a
select company of players, are passengers by the Zealandia for
Bydney, They will make a tour of the Colonies and give New Zea-
land a round of Boucieault's well-known Irish dramas, and also pro.
duce a brand new play called * The Jilt,” the last contribution of
Boucicault to dramatic literature,

The fund now being raised in Ireland for the benefit of James
Btephen, ex-Fenian bead centre, recently expeiled from France,
amounts to £7000.

When the Bill in introduced in Parliament, as is propreed, to
provide a royal residence in Ireland for young Prince Victor of Wales,
it wiil be opposed by the Parnellites, on the ground that Irelavd has
mors than enough of vicuregal pageaniry mow in Earl Bpencer's
Court at Dublin Castle,

The Anglo-German Fiji Commission has sgreed that Germany
will not establish a penal settlement in Southern Pacific, Some
difficulties have occurred between some French and Italians. One
of the latier slapped the face of a lientenant of chasseurs as he was
coming out of the theatre, The Italian was arrested and condemved
to six days' imprisonment, The French general thought the punish-
ment inadequate, and issued an order commanding all officers in
future, on the least provocation from Jewa and Italians, to draw their
awords, He nlso decided to punish the orderly officer whose face
had been slapped for not running his assailant through.

Sir Peter Lumsden, in an interview, #8aid, referring to the
Anglo-Rassian situation, that it might be weeks or montbs before
matters were agaic brought up, but that the difculty was sore to
break ont afresh sooner or later, and that before long. The old
#onticr inclnded all that was beat in the 80 miles of desert land
that was now to be given up to Russin. Bir Peter further said that
Russsa is now able, throngh the possession of Penj-deh district, to
provoke fresh complications. Russia wants an etboological frontier,
and he proposed a geographical one, The Ameer has mow 15,000
troops at Herat, When the Russiaos first advanced that place was
quite open, aond it wounld have fallen at once, for the population
were, and even now to some extest are, siding with Bussia. Bir
Peter arrived at Vienoa on Juoe 5, and procesded to London, In an
interview he said Colosel Alikanoff had openly boasted to the
Afphans that the Russiane wanted to take Herat, and a great deal
mwore. He further said Russia would never bave urged her absurd
demands if she had belisved England was in earnest in resisting
them, Later despatches from London say the Government is in
despair over the fierce and outépoken denunciation of the Afghan
breakdown which he has scattered along bis path from Constan.
tinople to Paris, He is throughly exasperated, and he doss not
care who koows it. When he arrived in Paris, almost the first
greeting he received was a telegram from the War Offica orderiong
him to see no more interviewers, Kfforts are being made to casbier
him, but it is known he hns great influence in the highest quarters.

A London special of May 27 says the Rusaian censors of the
Press are exerting themselves to the utmost to suppress the fact that,
notwithstanding favourable prospects of peace, Ruesian preparations
are atill being pressed with extruordinary vigour, News, however,
renches Iondon by various round.about routes, and it is known
there i# an immense movement of t.I‘OOPl towards Central Asia,
Lerge bodies of infantry, cavalry, field artillary, and railway
and telegraph builders are prossing forward in almost & continuous
stream from European Ruseis through the Trans-Caucssisn provigeg



