
BRITISH BATTLES IN ELEVEN YEARS.

(From thePallMattGazette.')
Tee following is a list of British battles, with the losses thereat
fought in the last eleven years,from Amoaful to the fight at Baker's
zereba onSunday. At Amoaful,where Sir Garnet Wolseley routed
the Asbantees, our loss was seven killed and 200 wounded. At
P«iiw&r Kotal (Afghan war,.General Roberts), our loss was two
officers and ten men killed, and two officers, seventy-one
men wounded* At Isandlana (Zulu, Col. Durnford), all
our men were killed

—
twenty-three officers, 500 men, and

1,000 natives. At Rorke's Drift we lost seventeen killed and
tea wounded. At Slobane Mountain, South Africa, welost eleven
officers,' andeighty men killed and wounded. At Ekowe our loss
was trifling, there being scarcely more than forty-one killed and
wounded. At Dlundi we lost 104 killed and wounded. At
Oharasiab, in the second Afghan war,General Roberts, marching to
Oabul, lost in action twenty-fourkilled and,fifty-ssven wounded.
At Cabul, where the fighting lastedthree or four days and Roberts
retreated to the Sherpur cantonments, we loat sixty two killed and
164 wounded. General Gough, struggling to relieve Sberpur, loßt
five killed and thirty-three wounded. At Ahmed Khel we lost
seventeen killed and 124 wounded. At Maiwand, when General
Burrows wasdefeated by AyoobKhan, we lost twenty-one officers,
300 English, and700 nativeskilled, fifteen officers and ninety men
missing. At Mazra, when General Roberts defeated Ayoob Khan
and brought the war to anend,welost twenty-nine killed and 161
wounded. At Laing's Nek our losses were eighty-one killedand
missing, and 109 wounded. At Ingogo we lo3t 150 killed and
wounded, andat Majuba eighty-five killed,131 wounded, and sixty
prisoners taken. AtTel-el-Kebir welost nineofficers and forty-five
men killed, seventeen wounded, twenty-five non-commissioned
officers and privateskilledand 123 wounded. At Tamasi our loss
wasfive officers and eighty-six menkilled,eight officersand 105 men
wounded. At Abu-Klea we lost nine officers and sixty-five men
killed,nine officersand eighty-fivemen wounded. At the battle of
Gubat we lost nineteen killed and 66 wounded. At Hasheenon
Friday our loss was twenty-one killed and forty-two wounded. la
the battle of Sunday we lost seven officersand sixty-three men
killed, six officers and eighty-nine men wounded, besides a large
number of men belonging to the Indiancontingent.

(Bombay Catholic Examiner,April 24.)
To trace out a resemblance between the manner in which Russian
statesmenconduct their home and foreign policy or, which is very
much the same thing, betweenthe manner in which they encroach
upon the territories of their neighbours and upon the rights of the
Catholic Church is not difficult to anyone who has of late years
watched the development of Russian policy at home aud abroad.
Inbothdirectionsmaybeperceivedthe samepersistentandunscrupu-
lous energy,thesameviolation of promises and the same habit of
ceasing toadvance for a time with the intention of awaitinga more
favourablemoment for attack. Tomake this theclearer a few words
concerning what Russia is striving tobring aboutboth within the
borders of her colossal empireandwithout them will not be thrown
away.

What thegreat Muscoviteempire is just now aiming at abroad
doesnot need many words to describe. Itis a question which has
received the fullest treatment from writers of all religions andof
everyshade of politics,and they all come topretty much the same
conclnsion. Whether Peter the Greatdidordid not leave it inhis
will that therule of his successors should extend far into Central
and Southern Asiaisamatterofnogreatmoment, for thosesuccessors
have for some yearspast been acting precisely as though they had
received such instructions from the founder of the empire which ha«
its headquarters on the Neva. With unparalleled steadiness and
determination they have advanced slowly but rapidly along the
destined road,overcomingeveryobstacle asthey progressedonwards,
continually layingthe foundationsof a great imperial structure and
converting their very difficulties into the means of future success.
Again andagain they have promised feo advanceno further,but their
promises have been broken almost as soon as made. They hare
made dupes in abundance owing to the seeming honesty of their
professions, butat length the mask has been so completely thrown
aside thatnot even the simplest of their admirers fails tounderstand
whatis their present policy and what it has been all along. Not
eventhe most confiding of their friends believes that they have any
seriousintention of fixiDg theboundaries of Russian dominion where
they areatpresent,orthat any aheck can be putupon their designs
except through fearof au oppositionaspowerful and energetic as is
their own determination to advance. In a resolute policy on the
part of the opponents of Russian aggression lies the only hope
of avertinga serious war on the northwest frontier of India.

The aimsof Russian statesmenorofmanyof them abroadare thus
sufficiently clear to enable us to dispense with dealing with them
further. What those samerulersdesire atborneisnotsogenerally under-
stood. Their object is toestablishthroughout the empirethatunifor-
mity of political feelings, language and religion which they deem
essential to its security and greatness. In the language of modern
politicians thtir desire is to "Russify" everything. Throughout the
dominions of the Czar they would have no language spokenbut
the Russian, and no religion followed but that which the Czar,
the head of the so-called Orthodox Greek Church, professes. Iv
Russia inEuropeat the present day there are members of more
than one nationality and more than one religion. Besides members
of the Greek Church, there area few Lutherans of German descent
andsomemillions of Catholic Poles. About the former littlemore
need be said than that the task of converting them is proceeding
rapidly and with considerable smoothness. Far greater difficulty is
encountered in dealing with thePoles, who with the wellknown
spirit and fidelity of their race cling tenaciously to their national
traditions, their language, and aboveall to theirholy religion. But
all this cannot shaice the determinationof their tyrants to

"Russify
"

them,and this determination is the motive for the terrible persecu-
tionswhich everand anonstartle thecivilized world. The Draconian
laws which impose heavy penalties upon the use of the Polish
languageand forbid it tobe employed as a medium for conveying
instruction whether secular or religious ;the exileof Polish Bishops
for no crime save that of teaching and enforcing the doctrines
of the Catholic Church and the forcible "conversion" of whole
bodies of men who profess the Catholic religion;all these acts
of tyranny have their origin iv the determination to carry out
thegreat politicaldoctrine upheldby the advisers of the Czar that
all religionsand languages throughout the wide dominions of that
autocrat should make roomfor theone whichhe and his Ministers
havedetermined to impose sooneror later uponall the subjects of
the empire. Itis true that at times there is a relaxationof severity
either inducedby prudentialmotives as the faint hopesof peace are
just now said to be, or due to the fact that a"peace party" is in
power. But such periodsof truceareof veryshort duration, themen
of peaceand justice yield to their more vigorous and unprincipled
rivals, and the work of aggression goeson asbefore.'

Theplanof proceedings in Russia towardstheCatholic Church,
verymuch resembling that lately pursuedin the neighbourhood of
Penjdeh,has been justly said tobe the glorification of the wolf and
lamb strategy. Whether itbe aquestion ofslaughtering the Afghans

:orpersecuting the Poles, the same method is followed,of imputing
impossible actsof aggression to the weaker party asa pretext for
deeds of savage injustice. Thusamong otherexcuses for the banish-
ment of the Bishop of Wilna and the projected suppression of his
:diocese, themost ridiculous stories were circulatedby the Russian
,Press, of actß of violenceperpetratedupon Russianofficialsby Polish
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ladies andof attacks made by Polish womenupon amy preacher who
"taould dare to preach in the Russian language. These, however,
are but silly pretexts'andworthy onlyof notice on account of the
resemblance they bear to the frivolous reasonsalleged as an excuse
for Russian aggression in Central Asia. Unchecked by.any sense
of right or justice andutterly heedlessof the wishes evenof the Czar
himself, who issaid really todesire peace with the Sovereign Pontiff,
the Ministers at St. Petersburg pursue with unabated zeal their'
policy of crushing the Catholic Chuich. Among the most cruel of
tbbir attempts may be mentioned the enforcing of the ukase by
which thePoles are forbidden tohold offices in the.State or evento
acqnire orfarm lands in many parts of the empire. Still worse is
the persecution of theUniates or Greek Catholics whohave beenall
ordered to embrace the Russianreligion,

—
General Gourkohimself a

renegade Pole having beenappointedto see that the"order is obeyed.
The sufferings of thesemartyrs to Russiaa tyranny areonly equalled
by the constancy they display. To force them to embrace a religion
theydetest, the districts they inhabit have been flooded by soldiers
andschismatic priests, while the spiritualaid of the clergy of their
ownfaithis keptat a distance from them. Still they holdout, and
wemayhope that they willlong continue to do so;but it must be
confessed that their cause appears all but desperate. With truthit
may indeed be said that nothing save the interposition of that
Divine Providence,in which they place their trust, is able to give"
victory to the Catholic subjects of the Czar in the coutest they are
condemnedto wage for the preservationof theirnational traditions
and their holy faith. . '
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RememberAmerican Co.'sHopBitters neverdoesharmbutgood,
tothe smallest child, alwaysand continually. See and read

Ayer's Sarsapavilla operates radically upon and through the
blood, and is a safe, reliable, and absolute cure for the various
diseases, complaints, and disorders, due to debility,or toauy con-
stitutional taint or infection.

Barrios, the Dictator of Guatemala, who whb killedin battle
while invading the territoryof h:s peaceful neighbours, wasa tyrant
of themost arbitrary kind, torturing or killingany citizenß who did
not fall in with his views, andeven subjecting togross indignities
native ladies who refused to accept invitations to his social par-
ties. He seized all the Church propertyin the country some years
ago,expelled the Jesuits and turned thenunsout of their convents.
Anex-aid-de-campof the dictator,now in NewYork, says thatBar-
rios has been much maligned;and as an instance we quote his
versionof thepunishment administered to the ladies of Guatemala:
11Barrios was not terrified by opposition from this quarter, and his
inventivemind hit upona plan to bring these gentle insurgents to
their senses. He had a huge sack made, which was suspended
from a tightly stretched rope. Into this sack heputa dozenormore
of the scheming ladiesof his capital, and thenhphad the bunchof
them whirled roundandrounduntil therope grewkinked then the
bag waslet go, anditnaturally flew withgreat speed inthe opposite
direction. The result was thatits occupants were madedeathly sick,
and the subsequentproceedings of Gen. Barrios interested them-no
more." The dead tyrantwasalsoavaricious in the extreme. He is
said to have accumulated millions of dollars which he invested,
against the rainy day, in English and American securities. His
deathand the collapse of his ambitious schemes are blessings, for
long-suffering CentralAmerica.— Pilot,


