
(From theNorwich (Bng.)Daily Prets.)
The totalamount of rentreducti >ns made by theIrish Land Courts
up to June 30, 1884 (including agreements made out of court be-
tweenlandlord and tenant,and confirmed in court), is £440,000, or
or about26 per cent,of the total rental of Ireland, whichis esti-
matedat £17,000,000.

Up to December 31, 1884, the reductionmay probably amount
to half amillion sterling or less than 3per cent, (say one-thir.y-fifth
pare,or7'd in the £) of the total rental of Ireland. It is pretty
evident that arent abatement of 7d. in the £, which is very much
lees than the fall in valueof agricultural produce during the past
few years,is not likely tobe acceptedby Irish farmers as anything
approaching to a final settlementof the land question. Nevertheless,
tn. individualcases of extreme hardship, the .bandCourt reductions
have,nodoubt,caused considerable relief to tenants,andso lessened
tbeincitements to commit agrarianoutrages.

By the famous "Healy
"

Clause of the LandAcfc, itis declared
thatno tenant is to be charged renton improvements,which term
includes dwelling and out-houses, made by himself or his predeces-
sors. But the Land Courts (chiefly composed, asbefore stated,of
menof the landlord and land-agent class) have ingeniously made
tbisclause of littleeffect, by declaring that enjoyment of his im-
provements for a numberof yeais partly compensates a tenant for
the cost of making them. There is no authorityin theLand /ct for
this rendering of the Clause, which, rendering has, nevertheless
caused heavy loss to tenants, andis partly the reason why in the
case of rents adjudi-catedon up to the 30ch of June, 1884, the net
reductions amount to leas than 19percent.

Anextremecase,butby no means a solitary one,illustrating the
wayin which theLandAct frequently fails todo justice,is thatof a
poor widow living near Kilkee on the west coastof County Clare,
theparticularsof whichareas follows :—:

—
This woman,andherhusband before her,had for 30 yearspaid

a rent of about £11 for 11 acresof very poor land. She took her
case into theLand Court andthe rent wasreduced to £5. Yet the
landlordin vengeance evicted her for £19 arrears of the old rack
rent,leavingher atonce bothhomeless andpenniless.

Sothat taking the judicial rent of £5 as a sampleorbasis of fair
rent, the landlordhad takenin30 years, 30 times £6, or say £180
(less £19 arrearsdue) overand above whatthe Court declared to be
a just rent;in other words, the fee simplehadbeen paid for by the
tenant more than l£ times (£l6O isover l£ time? 20 years' purchase
of £5), and yet the landlord evicted thetenant without any compen-
sation, thus legally robbing her, under the Land Act,of £160 ;oorrr
counting interest, of morethan £200.

of manufacturing a religion of his own, he constructs a creed forhimself, and worshipsa god of his owncreation. Hesets uphisownlar inhisown household, aad this he bows down toand adores.
When Cicero drew his friends aroundhim at Tusculum, they

reviled the gods, theDii fifajores,and laughed at the simplepaganism
ofNuma, but thosemen bowed .down before.less illustriousdeities,
in the Capitol and eugolised a grosser form of worship in the
Senate. Cicero, Seneca, Atticus, Lucullus and Varro, have their
counterparts in modern society. The Greek philosophy made
infidels andunbelievers of the Grecianaristocracy,but themysteries
of Ceres and Proserpine celebrated at Eleusis,and into which the
aristocracy and philosophers werealoneinitiated, was perhaps the
hugest superstition that the worldhas yet beheld. . . " .
Religionand moralityamong thepagans werenot only disassociated;
they werethings entirely and totilly distinct, and hence the pagin
priesthood felt it no part of their duty to instruct the people in
morality. Indeedthe paganpriesthood themselves were the most
profligate and depraved among theRoman people. Julius Caesar,
who was tbemost debasedman of bis time, was Pontifex Maxitnus
at the time of hit* death,so was the cruel and cold-bloodedAugustus,
so was Julian the Apostate. Religion among the pagans never
was intended to encroach on the domain of tbe philosopher, but
philosophy then, as at tbe present day, was entirely unable and
unfitted to cope with the evils of society,and utterely incompetent
to dischargethe functions of religion. Infact, between priestsand
philosophersRome becamethe common cesspoolof the world into
which all the conquerednations discharged their impurities, a city
where every species of wickedness.and crime and loathsome sin
wereencouraged andpractised.

The most awful feature, however, in the conditionof pagan
civilisation was that tbe evils which it entailed on society were
regardedas being asa matterof course,as being irremediable,and
that they were constant and wide-spread. But worse than this,
all those evils went oa deepening and widening and increasing
in guiltexactly in proportion as the people advanced in material
prosperity and enlightenment— in fact, as they increaselin
civilisation.- Had the world been left to its own managementup to thia time; had we not been blessed by the presence on
earth of our Divine Lord;had the world been allowed to go
on as it was going, our unblesssed lot to-night would have been
far morepitiful and deplorable than that we have been picturing
among the heathens. We are heirs to the samesad legacy of sin
that they are,we areprove to the same failings, the victimsof the
same pas-sious;if, therefore, we are not sunk so deep in dismal
abyss of sin as thatin which they rioted, it mustbe certainly owing
to some restrainingpower, some sustaining hand thatbas happily
preservedus from sucha calamity. If fathersand mothers are not
exposing their offspring to thefires of Molocn andof Melcarth to-day
as they did in those days of which we speak, it is simply because
these is apower onearth,to-day of whichthe ancientsknew nothing,
aCburcb whichrestrains and guides them. ...

Inconclusion, Ihavenowshown youthatthehighest civilisation
which the world has yet beheldwas possessedby apeoplewho were
attbe same time sunk ina profoundabyss of moral turpitude. The
height to which their civilisationrosehas neverbeen attainedbyany
modern nation. They wielded overthe world a power that maybe
said to be absolute. From their senate issued edicts on which
bung the fate of kings and decided the destinies of nations. In
everycountry they subjugatedthey leftbehind them the foot-printsof
the conqueror, and the impress of powerful genius was stamped
uponall their woiks. In almost everydepartment of art they have
leftus works which havebeen the study and the admirationof all
succeeding ages. Our most gifted artists, poets,philosophersand
scholars are unanimous inbearing testimony totheir unrivalledskill,
aad to themarvellous beauty, polish,and grandeur of their works.
Tbe writings of their potts and philosophers are, even to-day, so
highly prizedthat itis not toomuch to say that acquaintance with
themand the knowledge of them is the measureof a gentleman's
education and giveshima passporttopolitesociety. Bat more'than
all this, more than their learning, their genius or their skill, the
wealth,maguificeuce and luxury ofthe Romans astonished the world,
andgained for them theproudtitle of

"apopulaceof kings." Yet
mark 1 in the midst of all this nazzling splendour and wealth, thi9
nationalprosperity, this civilisation,those peoplewere immersed in
tbemost unspeakabledepravity,sanctifyingeverysensual indulgence,
prostituting every power of their body, and every faculty of their
soul to the unrestrained indulgence of their passions. Their lives
werewasted in a continuous whirlpool of riotous and vicious enjoy-
ments from which notbipg that was human could turn them away.
Thelacivit us games of the circus and the amphitheatre, the festivals
of Bacchus, of Flora, of Ceres, of Venus and of tbe Lupercalia
which were frequented and encouraged by the tioman

V matronsaud their patrician lords, an.i which were under the super-
visionof the priests and the patronage of the gods, wereso gross
and immoral,so intensely debasing, that they seemedto owe their
existence to the inventive genius of devils. This is not only trueof
Rome, but of all the other ancient civilisations whose history has
come down to us. Theabominations revealed tousid the Bibleof
the ancient heathen nations aresimply appalling when reid in the
light of ancieut history. Tyre, Sedon, Sodom and Gomorrah,
Babylonandother placeß, wereall at one time orother o£ their his-
tory,perchedon the verysummit of national prosperity and power ;
but yettheir crimes were to terrible, their wickednessso great, that
along-suffering andpatient God telt himself constrained to sweep
themoff tbe face oE tbe earth,so that the memory of them is all
that remains to posterity There is a lesson ana
amoral in their hibtory,and in their sad fate, which the world at
thepresent day can scarcely afford to ignore and whichwe would do
wellto study. From tbe knowledge thus gained youwill see how
easyitis tocombat tbe sophistriesof those who draw comparisons
between thematerial prosperity of Protestant andCUtbol'ccountries,
with the view of establishing an argument in favourof Protestan-
tism by thecontrast. Youhaveseen that themost absolute stateof
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moral debasementmay co-exist with thegreatestwealth,commercial'
importance, and national greatness. Once moreIletit be under-,
stood,and itcannot be toowellunderstood that neither wealth nor
power,however great,necessarily involveor carry with them the true
faithor the graceof God.Imay go fuither, andstate that fromallwe
cangather from the teachings of history, the very contrary would
seem tobe the case. Ihave shown you in this lecture, that nations
in the plenary possessionof all those things wereat the same time
walkinginloathsome and unshadowedsin, riotingincrime, and de-
based beyond thecomprehensionof baptisedChristians. Symmachns,
the illustrious prefect of Rome, confessed to St. Ambrose that he
could not repent inhis old age. Alas 1 hehad bees so contaminated
inhis early life, that he needed to go back again into the womb and
be' regenerated, before he could become a Christian. This was
classical Rome, this was heathen antiquity, pagan civilisation.Mind,Ifindno fault with the conveniencesnor luxuriesof civilisa-
tion,for, beyond dispute,they increase the pleasuresandenjoyments
of life,and whenused withdue moderation, and when they aresub-
ordinatedtoreligion, willundoubtedly add toour comfort and well-
being. But these things are not thestrongholdof 'a nation'spower.
Itis not its wealthnor its power,nor the multitude of its inventors,
nor the breadth of its dominions,but the virtuous integrity of its
people, their probity and rectitude, thepurity of their lives, their
respect for trnthand itsallied virtues, thatcan call downon any
country theblessings of heaven, andsave it from the doomof those
nations whose fate we have been deploring to-night. . . .
Why wasnot Rome swept awaywith theother nations of antiquity1
When she andall her dependencies weresank in an abyss of guilt
from whichnothing that was human could extricate them.

—
behold1

her Saviour and her Redeemer comes, and she is saved. As the
first summer sun tinges the earthwith beauty and re-animates the
drooping form of nature, so the Church of God, fresh from the
hands of its Divine Founder and radiant. with the brightness of
eternal truth, lights up a benighted world, and restores a fallen
race to its loßt inheritance. Coming with tidingsof great joy to
man, she fills a discordant world with harmony, and out of chaos
and confusion draws forth a new creation. Standing, as it were,
on the very promontory of the world, she holds out abright light
to the storm-tossed nations and points them to a haven of safety.
Opening wideher portals,she offers an asylum to the wholehuman
race, and 'a shelter they cannot find elsewhere. Fulfilling her
divine mission, she lifts theneedy out of the dunghill, aad brings
down themighty from their thrones, to pay homage to the lowliness
of the Cross. All that is beautiful and good in art and in civilisa-
tion is of her and fromher ;all that is holy,all that is great and
glorious on earth and in heaven by divine right belong to her.
Fiually, all that wehave now,or everwill have of God's best gifts
in timeor eternity are,and will be given to us throughher. What
amother she must be who can beall this to us. Letus hear her,
then when she speaks, forjher teacaings lead toahigher, anobler
aada noreenduring civilisation than was ever possessedby any of
thecations of antiquity. . . .
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