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of manufacturing a religion of hia own, he constructs a creed for
himself, and worshipa » god of his own creation, He seta up his own
lar in his own household, and this he bows down to and adores.

When Cicero drew his friends around bim at Tasculzm, they
reviled the gods, the Dii Majores, and laughed at the simple paganism
of Numa, but those men bowed down before less illustrions deitjes,
in the Capitol and eugolised a grosser form of womhip in the
Benate. Cicero, Benecs, Atticus, Lucullus and Varro, bave their
counterparts in modern society. The Greek philosaphy made
infidels and unbelievers of the Grecian aristocracy, but the mysteries
of Ceres and Proserpine celebrated at Eleusis, and into which the
aristocracy and philosophers were alone initinted, was perhaps the
bugest superstition that the world has yet beheld, . . - .
Beligion and morality among the pagnss were not only dissssociated ;
they were things entirely and totally distioct, aud hence the pagan
priesthood felt it no part of their duty to instruct the people in
morality, Indeed toe pagan pricsthood themseslves wers the most
profligate and depraved smong the Roman people, Julius Cmsar,
who was the most debased wun of bis time, was Foatifex Maxzimus
at the time of his death, so was the cruel and cold-blogded Angusius,
80 was Julian the Apostate. Religion among the pagans never
was intended to encroach on the domain of the philosopher, but
philosophy then, as at the present day, was entirsls unable and
nnfitted to cope with the evils of spciety, and ntterely incompetent
to discharge the functions of religion, In fact, between priests and
philosophers Rome became the common cesspool of the world into
which all the conguered nations discharged their impurities, a city
where every species of wickedness.and crime and loathsome sin
were encouraged and practised.

The most awful feature, however, in the condition of pagan
civilisation was that the evils which it entailed on society were
tegarded as being as & matter of course, as being irremediable, and
ihat they were constant and wide-spread. But worse than this,
all those evils went on deepening and widening and ivcreasing
in guilt exactly in propurtion as the people advanced in material
prosperity and enlightenment—in fact, as they increasel in
civilisation.- Had the world been left to its own management
up to this fime; had we mot been blessed by the presence on
earth of our Divine Lord; had the world been allowed to go
on as it was goiug, our unblesssed lot to-night would bhave been
far more pitiful and deplorable than that we have been picturing
among the heathens. We are heirs to the same sad legacy of sin
that they are, we are prove to the same failings, the victims of the
same parsious; if, therefore, we are mot sunk 8o deep in dismal
abyss of sin as that in which they rioted, it mast be certainly owing
to some restraining power, some sustaining hand that has happily
preserved ua from such a calamity, If fathers and mothers are not
exposing their offspring to the fires of Motoch and of Melcarth to-day
ab they did in thuse days of which we speak, it is simply because
these is & power on earth to-day of which the ancients knew nothing,
a Church which restraine and guides them. . . ,

In conclusion, I have now shown you that the highest civilisation
which the world has yet beheld was possessed by a people who were
At the same time sunk in 4 profound abyss of moral turpitnde, The
height to which their eivilieation rose hag never been attained by any
modern nation. They wielded over the world a power that may be
said to be absolute, From their senate issned edicls on whkich
hung the fate of kingsand deecided the destinies of nations. In
every country they snbjugated they left behind them tha foot-printy of
the conquerur, and the impress of powerful genius was stamped
upon all their works, In almost every department of art they hava
1eft ug works which bave been the study and the admization of all
succceding ages. Onr most gifted -artists, poets, philosopbers and
scholars are unanimous in beariog testimony to their unrivalled skill,
and to the marvellous beauty, polish, and grandeur of their worls,
The writings of their poets aod philosophers are, even to-day, so
highly prized that it is not too much to say that acquaintance with
them and the knowledge of them i3 the measure of a gentleman's
edueation and gives him a passport to polite society, But more than
all this, more than their learning, their genius or their skill, the
wealth, maguificevce and Inxury of the Romans astonished the world,
and gained for them the proud title of “& populace of kings,” Yet
mark! in the midst of all this nazzling aplendour and wealth, this
national prosperity, this civilisation, those pesple were immersed in
the most un~peakable depravity, sanctifying every sensual indulgence,
prostituting every power of their body, and every faculty of their
soul to the nnrestrained indulgence of their passions. Their lives
were wasted in u continnons whirlpool of riotous and vicious esjoy-
ments from which notbipg that was human could turn them away,
The lgeivi: us games of the circus and the amphitheatre, the festivals
of Bacchus, of Fiora, of Ceres, of Venus and of the Lupercalia
which  were [requeated and encouraged by the Koman

r matrons and their patrician lords, and which were under the super-
vision of the priests and the patronage of the gods, were so grogs
and immoral, 30 intensely debasing, that they scemed to owe their
existence to the inventive geniusof devils. Thisis not anly trae of
Rome, butof all the other ancient civilisations whose history has
come down 10 u8, The abominationa revealed 10 usin the Bible of
the ancieat heathen nations are simply appalling when reid in the
Light of ancieut history. Tyre, Sedon, Sodom and Gomorrah,
Rabylon and otber places, were all at one time or other of their his.

tory, perched on the very sammit of national proaperity and power ;.

but yet their crimes were ro tenible, their wickedness so great, that
along-auffering and patient God telt himsell constrained to sweep
them off the face of the earth, so that the memory of them is ail
that remains to posterity. . . . . There i8 a lesson aud
a moral in their bistory, and in their sad fate, which the world at
the present day can scarcely afford to ignore and which we would do
well to study, From the knowledge thus gained you will see how
easy it is to combat the sophistries of those who draw comparisons
batween the material prosperity of Protestant and Qsthol ¢ countries,
with the view of establisbing an argument in favour of Protes'an-
tism by the contrast. You have seen that the most absolute state of

moral debasement may co-exist with the greatest wealth, commercial *
importance, and nationa! greatness. Once more! letit be under-
gtood, and it cannot be too well anderstood that peither wealth nor
power, however great, necessarily involve or carry with them the troe
fairh or the grace of God. Imay go further, and state that from all we
can gather from the teachings of history, the very contrary would
seews to be the case. I have shown you -in this lecture, that nations
in the plenary possession of all those things were at the same time
walking in loathsome and nnshadowed sin, rioting in crime, and de-
based beyound the comprehenasion of baptised Chbristians, Symmachus,
the illustrious prefect of Rome, confessed to St. Ambross that he
could not repens in his old age. Alas | he had béen so contaminated
in his early life, that he needed fo go back again inte the womb and
be’ regenerated, before he could become a Christion. This was
clasgical Rome, this was heathen aotiquity, pagsan civilisation,
Mind, I find no fanlt with the conveniznces nor luxuries of civilisa.
tion, for, beyond dispute, they increase the pleasures and enjoymants

of life, and when used with due moderation, and when they are sub-
ordinated to religion, will endoubtedly add &o our comfort and well-
being. Bnt these things are not the stronghold of 'a nation’s power.
It is nat its wealth nor its power, nor the muititade of its inventors,
nor the breadth of its dominions, but the virtuous integrity of its
people, their probity and rectitude, the purity of their lives, their
respect for truth and ifs allied virtunes, that can call down on any
country the blessings of heaven, apnd save it from the doom of those
nations whoss fate we have been deploring to-night. . . .

Why was not Rome swegt away with the other naticns of antiquity ?

When she and all her dependencies were sunk in an abyss of guilt
from which nothing that was human counld extricate them.-—behold !
ber Baviour and ber Hedeemer comes, and she iz saved. As the
first summer sun tinges the earth with beanty and re-animates the
droopieg form of pature, so the Church of God, fresh from the
haods of ite Divine Founder and radiant. with the brightnesa of
eternal truth, lights ap a benighted ‘world, and restores a fallen
race to its lost inheritance. Coming with tidings of great joy to
man, ghe fills & discordant world with harmony, and ocut of chaos
and confusion draws forth a new creation. Standing, as it were,

on the very promontory of the world, she holds out a bright light
to the storm-10ssed nations and points them to a haven of safety.
Opening wide her portals, she offers an asylum to the whole ktman

race, and ' a shelter they cannot find elsewhere. Fulfilling her

divine mission, she lifts the needy out of the dunghill, and briogs

down the mighty from their thrones, to pay homage to the lowliness

of the Cross, All that is beautiful and good in art and in civilisas

tion i3 of her and from her; all that is holy, all that is great and
glorions on earth and in heaven by divine right belong to her,
Finally, all that we have now, or ever will have of God's best gifis

in time or eternity are, and will be given to ua through her. What

a mother she must be erho can be all this to ms, Let ug hear her,

then when she speaks, for}her teacoings lead to a higher, a nobler

aud a nore enduring civilisation than was ever poasessed by any of
the nations of antiquity. . . .

NOTE ON THE LAND ACT IN IRELAND.

— ————

(From the Norwich (Eng.) Daily Press.)

Teg total amount of rent reducti s made by the Irish Land Courta
up to June 30, 1884 (including agreements made out of court be.
tween landlord and tenant, and confirmed in court), is £440,000, or
or about 2'6 per ceot, of the total rental of Ireland, which is esti.
mated at £17,000,000.

Up to December 31, 1884, the reduction may probably amount
to half a mitlion sterling or less than 3 per cent, (say one-thir.y.fifth
pars, or 7d in the £)of the total rental of Ireland, It is pretty
evident that a rent abatement of 74, in the £, which is very much
lees than the fall in valwe of agricultural rT‘oduce during the pust
fow years, is not likely to be nccepted by Irish farmers as anything
approaching to a final settlement of the land guestion. Nevertheless,
th individnal cases of extreme hardship, the Land Court reductions
have, no doubt, caused considerable relief to tenants, and so lessaned
the incitements to cowmmmit agrarian ontrages,

Hy the famous “ Healy " Clause of the Land Act, it is declared
that no tenant ig to be charged rent on improvements, which term
includes dwelling and out-bouses, wade by bimself or his predeces.
gord. But the Land Courts (chiefly ¢omposed, as before stated, of
men of the landlord and land-agent class) bave ingeniously made
this elause of little effact, by declaring that enjoyment of his im-
provements for a number of yeais partly compensates a tenant for
the cost of making them. There is no authorily in the Land £ot for
this rendering of the Clanse, which, rendering has, nevertheless
cansed heavy loss to tenants, and is parily the reason why in the
cage of rents adjudi-cated on up to the 30th of June, 1884, the net
reductions amount to less than 19 per cent.

An extreme case, but by no means a solitary one, illustrating the
way in which the Land Act frequently faile to do justice, is that of a
poor widow living near Kilkee on toe west coast of County Clare,
the particulars of which are as follows :—

This woman, and her husband before her, had for 30 years paid
a rent of abont £11 for 11 acres of very poor land. She took her
case into the Land Court and the rent was reduced to £5, Yet the
landlord in vengeance evicted ber for £19 arrears of the old rack
rent, leaving her at once both homeless and penniless. )

Bo that taking the judicial rent of £5 as a sample or basis of fair
rent, the landlord had taken in 30 years, 30 times £6, or say £130
(less £19 arvears due) over and above what the Conrt dgclared to be
a jost rent ; in other words, the fee simple had been paid for by the
tepant more than 1} times (£160 is over 14 times 20 years’ purchase
of £56), and yet the landlord evicted the tenant without any compen-
sation, thus legally robbing her, under the Land Act, of £160; or,
counting intereat, of more than £200,



