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that faith with impregaable bulwarks, that guarantees its immunnity
from all possible dangers in the fature, is the second. To lift upa
mountain-weight of anxiety and apprehension from the heart of the
nation ia the third, These, then, are some of the grounda op which
T respectfuily appeal to the faithfu} of this diocesa to give practieal
proof of their gratitude and affection to onr roble Pontiff by contri-
buting generonsly, according to their means, to the quingoennial
collection now announced for him, If I am not grievously deceived
In you—and I am sure! am not—I peed not add another word to
secure & britliant snccess for this collection. I shall feel greal pleasare
in presentivg personally your combined offerings to the Holy Father,
and in bringing back to you the Apnstolic Benediotion. The con-
tributions from each parish and the principal subscribers in each
will be publicly acknowledged in the metropolitan and provineial
Catholic newspapers,
b ———— .

CANTERBURY CATHOLIC LITERARY BOCIETY.
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Christehnreh, June 15.

THe following is 2 summary of the third and concluding part of Mr,
Nolan’s lecture on the civilisation of the Romans :—Meeting an
objection that wag raieed by a member to the propriety of raking
up the crimes of those ancient people, te lecturer said : * Yo must
remetber that the world to-day bears traces of the accumulation
over four thousand years of the most terrible depravity, Themuseums
and art galleries of the world are fiiled with the teatimonies, the recerds
and the movements of those wreiched times; the memory of their
miedeeds bas not yet died out. The traditions and usages of that sad
world-full of horrors still hang like a sable pall over the world of
to-day, and confront us at every turn. Such is the conmestion that
binds all historical eveats together, that a great deal of what we
should naturally expect to have died out in the loog courss of ages
atill sarvives and exercises its influence upon us. Thus we are
influence] to-day, not perceptibly perhaps, butatill not the less really
for that, by the eocial and religious syatems of those wretched people.
Unfortunately a large portion,—poetry, their sculpture, and their
paintinge—have been preserved to me in all their nakedaess
and obscenity; their arts aod sciences and history are
made familiar to us in varions ways, Their langnages are atill used
in the worid as modes of in ercomrse; their impious customs,
manners, aod habits are familiar to every eduested yoagh ; the
nomenclature of our sciences, the divisions of our time, our best
models in art, our different orders of architecture—ays, the months
of our year and the days of onr week have all come to us from the
recking source of wnimaginable sbomination »nd Slth, Nay, most
of the miseries with which the world is cursed to-day are the
entailed inheritance of those times, Who, thea, can say that we
have nothing to do with the crimes of the ancient Romans? But
it was not Rome alone who was guilty, That great empire
enjoyed no exclusive pre-sminence in guilt, Greece, the most
refined of all the nutions of antiqaity; Greece, from whoss
shores the rest of the world has been enriched with art treasures
that bhave never been egualled ; Greece who gave ui Praziteles
and Phidias, and Zenxis and Apelies, and Soion and Miltiades, and
Zenophon, prilosophers, statesmen, artiaty, poets, and warriors whose
names time has mot been able to obliterate; Greees, who has
given the world asuch rich gifts as the Vaticaa LaocBtn, the
Olympian Jove, the Quinnal Horse and Attendant, the Dying
Giadiator, the Venus di Medici, and a thousand others equally grand
and beautiful. This same Greece was so corrupt in the day
of her glory that when Themistocles h wrnessed four naked conurtesans
to his carriage and made them draw him across the Ceramicus in
sight of all the people of Athens, it excited neither disgust nor as-
tonishment. But when Greece, as a nation was yet unborn, Egypt
could boast of a high state of civilisation, but the filthy mysteries of
Isis and Qsiris were imported from that country to Rome and were
amongst the foulest of her pagan rites and practices. The Baby-
lonians, the Assyrians, the Persians, were all when in tha zenith of
their power, enjoying a very high state of civilisation, but we know,
on ucdeniable authority, that all those nations, while in the enjoy-
ment of every worldly proaperity, were at the same time living in a
state of social and moral degradation of which we at the present
day bave no conception. In Syria fathers and mothers used to tie
their children in sacks and fling them from the pinnacles of the
temples, in honour of Baaland of Venue, In Crete and other places
children were offered to the frighlful Moloch, and burnt at the foot
of the huge idol. In various parts of the Old Testament those prac-
tices are alluded to apd condemned, notably in the book IV,
Kingn XVII,
You will, therefore, nob be surprised to learn that all the nations
of antiquity were ewept away like chaff bafore the wind, when youn
Phuve learned that all the Joftiest works, and noblest achievements of
the apbcients came forih from the minda and hands of men whaose
cruelties anel erimes far surpassed anything that we can conceive of
them ; men who elaborated nothing more Derfectly than their grossly
immoral sz perstitiona ; men who, in fine, inveated a system of immor-
ality and superstition that at one time overshadowed the whole world,
What wonder then that they should all be swept away, that they
should umble down from the dazzling heighta of their prosperity,
power, civilisation and aplendour, to those unsightly heaps and mounds
rabbish which are to be found arvund the eradls of ont race, aund of
which serve to-day to gratify the curiosity of wealthy explorern, and
to warn all future generations off the rocks and shoals on which they
were wrecked,

The Bomans then enjoyed, as I have said, no very great pre-
eminence io goilt beyond the rest of the pagan world ; but a8 it bag
been remarked in the course of these lectures that I have been need.
lessly severe with those people, I beg to call your attention to what
has been gaid of them by a witness which nome of you berg wil]
dispute. Bf, Panl writing of those people in the goiden age of their
prosperity, says, # For professing themselves to be wise, they became
fools, and they changed the glory of the incorruptible God into tha
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likeness of the image of a corruptible man, and of birds, and of
four-footed beasts, and of crecping things. W herafors God gava them
up to the devices of their heart, to uncleanness, to dishomoar their
own bodies among themeelves., . . . Being filled with all
iniquity, malice, fornieation, covebousness, wickedness, full of envy,
murder, contention, malignity. . . Datractors, hateful to God, eon-
tumelipus, proud, haughty, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, digsolute, withoutaffection, withont fidelity, without mercy,” -
This is most assuredly a heavy charge-sheet drawn up against the
highest civilisation that the world has yet beheld by a witness whose.
testimony is unimpeachable, Bnt this i not the whole, nor is it the
wortst of the unmentionable with which the conquerors of the world
wers charged by the greab Apostle who was sent to preach the
gospel to thers, We will draw the veil here ; but so deep was the
world sunk in sin at that age, that those worda of 8t. Panl might be
written of any vation on earth ;—~but no! allow me to correct my-
gelf. ‘Thera was at that time in the far off weetern ocean, an island
whose inhabitants, in the simplicity "of their hearts, poared forth
their orisons from grove and valley and mpnntain tops to the fire-god,
wiich burned continually on their altars, and sent ap fheir matins
and their vesper song to the bright san-above their beads, emblem
of that brighter, purer light which was about to be revealed to them,
Pagans though they were, their lives were puré, nor could
they be obarged with the foul and unnatural crimes which have
disgraced the name of Roman. Men brave as Coriolanng, simple as
Cincianatus, and wisa as Solon, guarded their liberties, defended their
laws, while women, chasteas Lucretia, and fair as they were chaste,
roamed in perfect safety through each glen and glade and sunny slope
of that fair land, for virtue was allied to bravery, and the sunburat of
purity was the brightest and most glorious quarteriugs on the
escutcheon of the nation, Children of “a fallen race, they were prone
to the frailties of hamanity, but their souls had not been sullied by its
vices, A brave and simple people, as stainless in their morals as they
were generons in their nature, the charges which 8t, Paul brings
against the Romans could never, at any fime of their history, have
baen made agaiost the Irish people. But if not, why not? Was it
that the Irish people were ¢mat in go pure a mould that they were
proof against the contagion which had at those times infested the
rest of the world? Not that. Ithiok that on reflaction you will
agree with me that we can only attribute the true causeof their
preservation from the evils and crimes into which other nations fell
to the fact that they were never burdened with power nor cursed
with wealth, National wealth is the consequence and resultof national
power and prosperity ; therefore, L maintain that national power and
wealth and prosperity, woen unot guided and govermed by troly
religions principles to be the great If not the one sole operat-
fng cause of npatiomal depravity aod wickednegs*® hen
Rome was obliged to buckle on her strongest armour to
conguer auch littie places as Sora and Algidum ; when she regarded
the conquest of Coriola a8 something worth giving a name to histery ;
when she regarded Batricum and Cornienlum as important provinces,
places which: in the time of the Cmsars were not latpe enough to
meke a pleasure-ground for ome of her senators ; when in great,
emergencies she could call ber citizens from the cultivation of their
little farms, to take the helm of state, as Cincinnatus was, her
people were simple, brave and virtuons ; but when Seipio overthraw
Hatoibal on the plains of Zama, and practically made Rome the
mistress of the world, her paople, intoxicated by power, corruzpted by
wealth, and enervated by luxury, yielded themselves up to every
criminal enjoyment, rioting in sin, both publicly and privately,
uatil at lengeh * panes et sircenses ” became the wild delirious cry of &
profligate and debased people. We have an almost parallel casa
to-day in the Italian siates, The unificstion of laly has brought
abom nothing so effectually, se perfectly, so abaolutely, ag the moral
and social degradation of ita people,

From ali that you have heard you will, T think, now be prepared
to admit that the study of ancient and modern history alika reveals
tous the lamentable fact that, exactly as nations become wealthy
and powerful, in proportion as they grow in opulence and laxary,
80 do they increase in social and moral depravity, so do they
siok into infidelity{ and crime. The civilisation of the preeent
day does not differ very widely in its aims, objects and
tendencies, in its effects and consequences from that of the ancients,
neither does it differ very widely from theirs in the refinements
and luxuries that go to make it what it is. From the light which
histary has thrown on the subject we are safe in assuming that the
constituent elements of pagan civilisation were not very different
Irom those of ours, and as according to immutable laws, like causes
produce like effects, 'it follows conclusively that had there not been
some powerful restraining influence at work the whole buman tamily
wauld by this time have bsen more deeply sunk in crime and
wickedness than it was 1800 years ago. As itis we have not a
great deal to congratulate ourselves upon, and the words of 8t
Paul would, perhaps, fit us ag aptly to-day as they did the Bomana
of hia time. [ ask, therefore, in all earnestness, are the advantages
of wealth, of luxury, of civilisation in fact as it is commonly undear-
stood amongst us, at sll commensurate with the dangers which we
always and everywhere tee accompany it in public and in private
life alike? For example, we know that intellectual pride ia
essgntially the vice of a civilised and intellestual people, and we
also know that intellectusl pride has led to some of the greatest
evils with which the world has been carsed in modern times, . , .

Man can no more exist without worship than he can without sir,
80 when he shuts his ears to the voice of truth and refuses obedience
to divine authority, when he feels that he has got on to & higher
Plane than the Church which presumes to dictate to his conscience,
when he can see no reason why he should not be equal to the task

* % Wa see her (England) onrsed by a prosperity that has staothered in her
heart every thought of God or heaven.  Catholic countries, therefore, that ars in
compariSon reproached with their poverty may well rejoice. Dives, under his
purple and fine linen, and in the midst of his feasting, bears the marks of the outcast
aod displays them, bot Lazatas, smong his tage, shews sighs that Abrabam's boaemn
awaita him."—N.Z. TABLET, May 22, ult.
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