
that faith withimpregnable bulwarks, that guarantees its immunity
from all possibledangersin the future, is the second. To lift upamountain-weight of anxiety and apprehensionfromtheheart of thenation is the third. These,then, are someof the grounds onwhichIrespectfully appealto the faithfulof this diocese to give practicalproof of their gratitude andaff«ction toour noblePontiff by contri-buting generously, according to their means, to the quinquennialcollectionnow announced for him. If lamnot grievously deceivedin you—and lam sure1am not— lneed not add another word tosecureabrilliant success for thiscollection. Ishall feelgreat pleasureinpresentingpersonally your combinedofferings to the HolyFatherand m bringing back to you theApostolic Benediction. Thecon-tributionsfrom each parish and the principal subscribers in eachwill be publicly acknowledged in the metropolitan and provincialCatholicnewspapers. *

CANTERBURY CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY.

likeness of the image of a corruptible man, andof birds, and offour-footedbeasts,andofcreeping things. Wherefore God gave themup to tbe devices of their heart, to uncleanness, to dishonour theirown bodies among themselve Being filled with alliniquity,malice, fornication,covetouaness, wickedness, full of envymurder, contention,malignity- . . Detractors,hateful to God,con-tumelious, proud, haughty, inventorsof evil things, disobedient toparents,dissolute, withoutaffection, withoutfidelity, withoutmercy."
-

This is most assuredly a heavy charge-sheet drawn up against thehighest civilisation that the world has yetbeheld by a witness whoae.testimony is unimpeachable. But this is not the whole,nor is it theworstof theunmentionable with which the conquerorsof the world,werecharged by the great Apostle who was sent to preach thegospel to them. We will draw the veil here;but so deep was theworld sunk in sinatthat age, that those words of St.Paulmight bewrittenof any nation on earth;— butno! allow me tocorrect my-self. There wasat that time in the far off westernocean,an islandwhose inhabitants, in the simplicity *
of their hearts, poured forththeir orisons from groveandvalleyandmountain tops tothe fire-god,whichburned continually oa their altars, and sent up theirmatinsand their vespersong to the bright sun above theirheads, emblemofthat brighter, purer light which wasabout to be revealedto them.Pagans though they were, their lives were pure, nor couldthey be oharged with the foul and unnatural crimes which havedisgraced the nameof Roman. Menbrave as Coriolanus, simple asCincinnatus,and wiseas Solon,guarded their liberties,defendedtheirlaws,while women,chasteasLucretia,and fair as they were chaste,

roamedinperfectsafety through each glen andglade andsunny slopeof that fair land,for virtue wasallied tobravery, and the sunburst ofpurity was the brightest and most glorious quarterings on theescutcheon of thenation. Childrenof a fallenrace, they wereproneto the frailties of humanity, buttheir souls hadnot beensulliedby itsvices. A braveandsimplepeople,as stainless in theirmorals as theywere generous in their nature, the charges which St. Paul bringsagainst the Romanscould never, at any time of their history, havebeen madeagainst the Irishpeople. But if not. whynot1 Was itthat the Irish people were cast in so pure a mould that they wereproof against the contagion which had at those times infested therest of the world? Not that. Ithiuk that on reflectionyou willagree with me that we can only attribute the true causeof theirpreservationfrom the evils andcrimes into whichother nations fellto the fact that they were never burdened with power nor cursedwith wealth.Nationalwealthis theconsequenceandresultofnationalpower andprosperity ;therefore,1maintain thatnationalpowerandwealth and prosperity, wnen not guided and governed by trulyreligious principles to be the great if not the one sole operat-
ing cause of national depravity and wickedness.* WhenRome was obliged to buckle on her strongest armour toconquersuch littleplaces as Sora and Algidum;when she regardedthe conquestof Ooriola as something worthgiving a nametohistory ;
whenshe regardedSatricum and Corniculum aB importantprovinces,places which- in the timeof the Caesars were not large enough tomake a pleasure-ground for one of her senators;when in greatemergencies she could call her citizens from the cultivation of their'little farms, to take the helm of state, as Cincinnatus was, herpeople were simple,brave and virtuous ;but when Scipio overthrewHauuibal on the plains of Zama, and practically made Rome themistress of the world,herpeople, intoxicated by power,corruptedbywealth,and enervated by luxury, yielded themselves up to everycriminal enjoyment, rioting in sin, both publicly and privately,
untilatlength "«paneset circenses

"
became the wilddeliriouscry ofaprofligate and debased people. We have an almost parallel caseto-day in the Italianstates. The unification of Italy has brought

aboutnothing so effectually,so perfectly,so absolutely,as themoraland social degradationof its people.
From all thatyouhaveheard youwill,Ithink,now be preparedto admit that the study of ancient and modernhistory alike revealsto us the lamentable fact that, exactly asnations become wealthyand powerful, in proportion as they grow in opulence and luxury,so do they increase in social and moral depravity, so do theysink into infidelity^ and crime. The civilisation of the presentday does not differ very widely in its aims, objects andtendencies, inits effects andconsequences from thatof the ancientsneither does it differ very widely from theirs in the refinementsand luxuries that go to makeit whatit is. From the light whichhistory has thrown on the subject weare safe in assuming that theconstituent elements of pagan civilisation werenot very differentfrom those of ours, andas accordingto immutable lawg,likecausesproducelike effects, it follows conclusively thathad therenot beensomepowerfulrestraining influence at work thewhole humantamily

would by this time have been more deeply sunk in crime andwickedness than it was 1800 years ago. As itis we have not agreat deal to congratulate ourselves upon, and the words of StPaul would, perhaps, fitus as aptly to-day as they did the Romans'of his time. L ask, therefore, in all earnestness, aretheadvantagesof wealth, of luxury,ofcivilisation in fact as it is commonly under-stoodamongst us, at all commensurate with the dangers which wealwaysand everywhere see accompany it in public and in privatelife alike? For example, we know that intellectual pride isessentially the vice of a civilised and intellectualpeople,and wealso kuow that intellectual pride has led to some of the greatestevils with whichthe worldhas been cursed inmodern times. . .Mancan nomoreexist without worship thanhecan withoutair!so whenhe shuts his ears to the voiceof truth and refuses obediencetodivine authority, when he feels that hehas got on to a higherplane than the Church which presumes todictatetohis conscience,when he can seeno reason why he should not be equalto the task

Christchurch, Jane 15.
The followingis asummaryof the thirdandconcluding part of MrNolan's lecture on the civilisation of the Romans:-Meetine anobjection that was raisedby a member to thepropriety of rakinenp the crimes of thoseancient people, thelecturersaid:"" You mustremember that the world to-day bears traces of the accumulationover four thousandyearsofthemost terribledepravity. Themuseumsandartgalleriesoftheworldare filledwith the testimonies,therecordsand the movements of those wrenched times; the memory of theirmisdeeds has not yetdied out. The traditionsand usagesof that sad

-
world-full ofhorrors still hang like a sable pall over the world ofto-day,andconfrontus at every turn. Such is the connection tintbinds all historical eveuts together, that a great deal of what weshouldnaturally expect tohavedied outin the long course of acesstill survives and exercises its influence upon us. Thus we areinfluence! to-day,not perceptiblyperhaps,butstill not the less reallyfor that,by thesocial andreligions systems of those wretchedpeople.Unfortunately a large portion,-poetry, their sculpture,and theirpaintings— have been preserved to us in all their nakednessand obscenity; their arts and sciences and history aremadefamiliar to as invarious ways. Their languagesarestill usedin the world as modes of inercourse; their impious customs,manners, and habits are familiar to every educated youth;thenomenclature of our sciences, the divisions of our time, our bestmodelsinart, our differentorders of architecture— aye,the monthsof our year and the days of our week have all cometous fromthereeking source of unimaginable abomination tmd filth. Nay mostof the miseries with which the world is cursed to-day are theentailed inheritance of thoaetimes. Who, then,can say that wehavenothing to do with the crimes of the ancient Romans? Butit was not Rome alone who was guilty. That great empireenjoyed no exclusive pre-eminence in guilt. Greece, the mostrefined of all the nations of antiquity; Greece, from whoseshores the rest of the world has been entiched with art treasures} £?■!?" neTeS een. elualledelualled 5 Greece who gave us Praxitelesand Phidias,and Zeuxis and Apelles,and Solon and Miltiadea, andZenophon,philosophers,statesmen, artists,poets, and warriors whosenames time has not been able to obliterate; Greece, who hasgiven the world such rich gifts as the Vatican Laocboa, theOympian Jove, the Quirmal Horse and Attendant, the DyingGladiator,the Venus di Medici,anda thousand others equally grandand beautiful. This same Greece was so corrupt ia tL dayof herglory that whenThemistoeleßhirneased four naked courtesanstohis carriage and made them draw him across the Ceramicus insight of all the peopleof Athens,it excited neither disgust nor as-tonishment. But when Greece, as a nation was yet unborn, Egyptcouldboast of ahigh stateof civilisation,but the filthy mysterie?ofIsis andOsiris were imported from that country to Romeand wereamongst the foulestof her pagan rites and practices. The Baby-lonians, the Assyrians, the Persians, were all whenin the zenith oftheir power, enjoyinga very high stateof civilisation,but weknowon undeniable authority, that all those nations, while in the enjoy-mentof every worldlyprosperity, wereat the same time living in astate of social and moral degradationof which weat the presentday haveno conception. In Syria fathersand mothers used to tietheir children m sacks and fling them from the pinnaclesof thetemples,mhonour of Baaland of Venus. InCreteandother placeschi dren were offered to the frightful Moloch, and burnt at the footof the huge idol. Invarious parts of the Old Testamentthose prac-
eSS

axvil
t0 condemned, notably in the book IV.

You will, therefore, not be surprised to learn thatall thenationsof antiquity wereswept away like chaff before the wind, when you►have learned thatall the loftiestworks,and noblest achievementoftue ancients came forth from the minds and handsof men whosecrueltiesand crimes far surpassed anything that we caa ?onceTve ofthem;menwhoelaboratednothing moreperfectly than their grosslyimmoral superstitions;men who,in floe,invented asystem of immor-ahty andsuperstition that at one time overshadowedthe wholeworidWhat wonder then that they should all be swept away, that Sotshould tumble down from the dazzling heights of theirprosperitypower civilisationandsplendour,to thoseunsightly heapsandmoundsrubbish whichare to be foundaround thecradle of our race, andofwhich serve to-day to gratify the curiosity of wealthyexplorers,andto warnall future generationsoff the rocks andshoals on which theywerewrecked.
""

The Romans then enjoyed, as Ihave said, no verygreat pre-eminence inguilt beyond the rest of thepagan world;but as it hasbeen remarkedinthe courseof these lectures thatIhave been need-lessly severe with those people,Ibeg tocall your attentionto whathas beensaid of them by a witness which noneof you hera willdispute. St.Paul writingof thosepeoplein the golden age of theirprosperity,says,« Forprofessing themaelvestobf wise, they becamefools,ana they changfld the glory of theinaraaptibleW into the
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* We seeher (England) curaedby a prosperity that has smothered to herhearteverythoughtof God or heaven. Catholic countries, therefore, that are incomparison reproached with their poverty may *yell rejoice. Dives, under hiapurpleand finelinen, andinthemidst of his feasting,bears themarksof theoutcasta^te'-NVTilS^^uifrag8'Bh°W3 "*» *■**«■»"»**■■■"
This expresses the ideaexactly Intendedtoboconveyedbythislecture.


