
telegraphed. The Premiership, however, will not asusualbe com-
binedwith this office, but will be assumed by the Marquisof Salis-
bury. Mr. Kdward Clarke, Q,C, hag been appointed Attorney-
general,Mr.Gorst Solicitor-general,and theHon. Edward Stanhope
PresidentoftheBoardofTrade. ArequestmadebyLordSalisbury,that
the Liberalpartyshould givehim an assuranceof supportin carry-
ing on thebusiness of the country, has not been acceded to. Par-
liament re-assembledon Friday after the adjournment. The late
Ministry have notyet vacated the Treasurybenches, andthe position
of Liberaland Conservative members respectively in the House is
unchanged atpresent. Thenominationof LordRandolph (t'hurchill

to theportfolioof Secretary of State for India is strongly censured,
and the Marquisof Salisbury is blamed for yielding to andaccepting
hisadvice regarding the formationof the Cabinet.

Tuesday.
The Wellington correspondent of the Daily Times wires as

follows :— The GoldExport Duty Abolition (Sir Julius Vogel)is a
short bill of four clauses. It providesthatnoexportduties shall
be leviable on gold produced in the Colony after the expirationof
twocalendar monthsafter the passing of this Act. though all gold
obtained before or within such twomonths is subject toduty ; and
theexportermust makeadeclarationbefore the collector of customs
astowhen the gold wasobtained. This sectionof the Act is only
intendedtobeoperativefor 12months. For afalse declarationthere
is apenalty of £500 or twoyears' imprisonment.

Great dissatisfactionis felt in Riverton at the stoppage of the
through daily railway service from Dunedin tothe Western district.
By thenew time-tablestrains for the Western districtleave Invercar-
gill only three-quartersof anhour before the arrivalof the express at
Invereargill fromDunedin,consequently passengers andmails are in
all cases delayedinInvereargill a night andday,in some cases 24
hours,andin others 48 hours. Deputationsand otherrepresentations
from local bodies have failed to induce the traffic manager at
Invereargill to make an alteration, and at a public meetingheldon
Saturday night it wasresolved to petilion the Minister of Public
Works toget tfte throughdaily service continued.

A.meeting washeld at Napier last night to take preliminary
steps towards erectinga memorial to the late John Sheehan. The
proposedmemorial will takethe form of a drinking fountaininClive
square. A committee was formed, including men of all shadesof
politics, the secretarybeing one of Mr. Ormbnd's chiefsupportersat
the last election.

There is noadvancein prices for wool,andbidding is irregular,
French purchasers beinglanguid. Crospbreds are Idbelow theprice
at the opening of the sales. Greasy, scoured, and merinos are from
£d to Idbelow the April sales. Up to date171,000 bales havebeen
catalogued and24,000 bales havebeen withdrawn.

TheRussian newspaper Novoye Vvemyastates thatinconsequence '

of theAmeer of Afghanistan massing his forces at Amudariathe
Bussian troopswill be compelled to advanceon them.

LordLyons, British Ambassador at Paris, has refused to accept
theassurance given by theFrench Government thatthe Recidiviste
Billwould not be enforced. Lord LyoDS believes that the measure
wasan electioneeringmanoeuvre.

Advices from Port Said reportthat the work of removing the
obstruction in the Suez Canal has been carried onwithgreat celerity,
with the result that the channelhas beenopenedfor thepassage of
vessels,and trafficresumed.

Wednesday.
IntheHouseof Representativesyesterday thefollowingbills were

introduced:— Peamen's Representation Bi.l (Hr. Bruce), Stamp
Duties Act Amendment Bill, Deceased Persons' Estates DutiesBill,
Property Assessment Bill (Hon. Mr. Stont), Bill to amend

"' The
Gaming and Lotteries Act 1881

"
(Mr. Hobbs).— Sir Julius Vogel

movedthe seennd reading of theLocal Finance and Powers Bill.
He said the first pointhe wished to call attention to was that an
amountof £300,000 shouldbe set apart for 25 years for local bodies.
For thepresentyear heproposed that only half subsidy should be
paid to thosebodies. Ke then explained at some length the main
provisions of the bill and schedule. He said it was proposed that
gol'lfields counties should receivea special grant for five yearsof
£200,000 per annum. For the first five years the amount of the
subsidies wouldbe takenfrom the Public Works Fund. After that
they would be taken from the general Consolidated Fund. He did
not think a fairer methodof apportioning those subsidies could be
devisedthan the onenow proposed,andif it were possible to make
the system permanent the Government would endeavour to do so.
Powers werealso given in thebill for counties and roaddistricts to.
amalgamate for the purpose of earning out any particular work
The bill fii ther proposedto abolish the gold duty and to establish
instead a proposal whichhe thought wouldgreatly assist themining
industry. One very importantfeature in thebill wasthatthe request
for district railways should come from the local bodies interested.
Another feature was that largepowers of delegation were given to
the Governor,so much so that the present Ministry might be called
the Ministryof decentralisation. Itwas also proposedto repealthe
Roads and Bridges Construction Act, but the Government would
fulfil all engagements made under that Act. The local bodies were
tobe hold responsibleas regarded expenditureof money that would
come tothemunder the bill,and their powers and finance would be
of an independent character. By placing in the hands of local
bodies thepower of openingup the country, it would lead toa large
increase of population. Major Atkinson moved the adjournment of
the debate till Friday next, which waa agreed to.

—
The Hon. R.

Stout moved thesecond leading of "The RepresentationAct 1881
Amendment Bill." He said the object of the bill was simply to
enablecitieslike Wellington, Christchurch, Auckland, andDunedin to
amalgamate into one electorate. He adduced several reasons for
bringing in thebill, oneof which was that if thislaw had been in
force atthe last elections,hundreds of men would be placedon the
roll for Dunedin over and above those who voted. Men changed
their places of residence frequently, and consequently under the

Friday.
IntheHouse of Representativesyesterday, Sir Julias Vogel gave
notice to introduce the Hospital and Charitable Aid Bill,Finance
Powers, bill to Abolish I'uty on Gold.

—
The following bills were

introduced :— A bill todefine the hours of labour within the Colony
of New Zealand (Mr. Bradshaw); a bill to extend the hours of
polling at Parliamentary Elections (Mr.Barron), thePresbyterian
Church Property Bill(theHon. R. Stoat), The Representation Act
1881 Amendment Bill (the Hon. R. Btont), The Bible-reading-in-
Schools Bill(Mi.W.D. Stewart),theAlienationof Land Bill (Mr.
Conolly).

Itis announced that in thenewCabinetthe Marqnisof Salis-
bury will be Secretary of State of the ForeignDepartment,Lord
RandolphChurchill Secretary of State for India, and Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach will beChancellor of the Exchequerand leader in the
House of Commons.

Cholera is spreading in Murcia, and itis estimated that fully
30,000 of theinhabitants have left thatprovince.

Saturday.
IntheHouseofBepresentativesyesterday thefollowingbills were

introducedand read a first time :
—

The Evidence Amendment Bill
(Mr.Steward),aBill to Amend the Armed Constabulary Act 1867
(Mr. Guinness). The Counties Act 1876 Amendment Bill (Hon.R.
Stout), a bill to amend the Licensing Acts (Mr. Steward), the
HospitalsandCharitable Aid Bill (Hon. Sir J. Vogel), the Local
Bodi-sFinanceand Powers Bill (Hon.Sir J. Yogel),a Bill to Abolish
theDuty on Gold (Hon.Sir J. Vogel), a Bill to Amend the Law of
Distress for Rent (Mr.Garrick).

Some coarseshotty gold has been brought to Auckland. It is
said to have been discovered in a creek near Ortorohanga, on Ihe
Waipara,near the routeof the Trunk railway. Itwassent downby
MrHeaps,asettlar near Alexandra.

William Sheehan, who wasarrestednear Aucklandon the charge
of murder of his mother, sister, and brother at Castletown-Roche,
andsubsequently remandedHome,has beenbrought up charged with
that offence, andhas been committed for trial.

The following constitute the new Cabinet submitted by the
Marquis of Salisbury to* the Queen:— First Lord of the Treasury
andPremier, theMarquisof Salisbury. Lord High Chancellor. Sir
Harding Gifford. President of the Privy Council, Sir Stafford
Northcote. Secretary of State for the Colonies, the right Hon.F.
Stanley. Secretary of Foreign Affairs,Lord Salisbury. Home Sec-
retary, Sir Richard Cross. Secretary of State for India, Lord
Churchill. Secretary of State for War, Mr.W. G. Smith. Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer, Sir MichaelHicks-Beach. First Lord of
the Admiralty. Lord George Hamilton. Postmaster-general, Lord
John Manners. Chief Secretary for Ireland, Earl of Carnarvon.
The Office of Lord Privy Seal has not yet been filled.

Monday.

Three verysharp shocks of earthquake occurred at 130 p.m. on
Saturday at Rossaccompaniedby a loudrumbling noise.

The transportArab, with the New South Wales contingent, ar-
rivedat Sydney on Friday night, and willbe placedin quarantine
until Tuesday.

All the Australasian Colonies havesent representatives to take
part in the officialreceptionof the troopsonTuesday.

A disastrous explosionof firedamp took place on Friday in a
colliery of Pendlebury, near Manchester. Twenty-two men were
killedat once, and 140 morearenowentombedwithout the slightest
chanceof rescue.

News from Port Said states that a bitch has occurre1 in the
works for the removal of the obstruction inthe Suez Canal, which
threatens to seriously delay the re-opening. The channels are
blocked up with vessels wanting to passthe Canal Homewards or
outwards.

Earl Carnarvon will be Lord Lieutenant of Ireland and Mr.
Arthur Balfour Chief Secretary.

The cholera continues to increase rapidly in the south-east of
Spain. During the past few days no less than 2000 cases,800 of
whichhadended fatally, have been reported from the provinces of
Valencia. Castelon, de la Plata, and Murcia. A few deaths have
occurred in this city. A very general feelingof alarm prevails.

In theHouse of Commons onFaday Mr. Gladstone moved that
theHouse be furtheradjourneduntilTuesday next,which wascarried.
Inthe House of Lords the Marquis of Salisbury moved a similar
adjournment,ashe wasnot yet able to makehis promised Statement.
Referring to the Redistribution of Seats Bill, he stated that the
Government objected to its being proceededwith,becauseits passing

,-wouldprevent a dissolution beforeNovember. A motion topostpone
consideration of the measure was subsequently passed by a large
majority. Mr. Gladstone hesitates asto the acceptanceof a policy
of neutrality. Mr.Arthur Balfour will take theofficeof the Presi-
dent of the local GovernmentBoard.

LordDerby, in responding toa farewell address presented to
him by the several Agents-general,stated that Australia had, durirg
his term of office,acquired 60.000 miles of territory in New Guinea.
Headmitted,in spiteof interminable difficulties, the advantage of
consulting the Agents-general on mattersregarding the colonies.

The politicaldeadlock still continues, LordSalisbury demanding
tomonopolise theHouse until the prorogation of Parliament, and
also insisting that theLiberal party shall forbear from attacking the
Budget proposals.

The lateMinistry have now vacated the seatson the Treasury
benches. Itis believed that Mr. Gladstone will resign his seat in
theHouse of Commons.

It is announced that Sir Stafford Northcote takes the position
of FirstLord of the Treasury, andnot Lord Salisbury, aspreviously
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