
ment, shocks,collisions,and frictionmust atoncehavebeen set up,
and given rise to beat that would increase with the frequency andintensity ofsuch forces. The temperature thus raised wouldradiatea
feeble light,whichthecondensingmasseswouldreflectfromoneano:her* Andthere waslight,' diffused,glimmeringandnascent, penetrating
the wholeof stellarspace." All thiswe say,then, maywellgive our
smallscientific folk reasonto pause andshows veryplainly the folly
ofarguing against religiononany such grounds as those they rely
on-— their standing place affords but.a shifting base,and one oawhichnoanti-Christian levercan be supported. \

Cbktain statements that havelately appearedin
the "ScienceNotices," of the Dublin Review aresuch as should give some food for thought
to those persons, of whom bo many areto be met with nowadays, and who make of the theoriesand hypothesesof physical science the Gospelby which they judgeof all thingsspiritual,andaccordingto whichthey receive or moreproperly rejectthe doctrines of religion. The uncertainty of theirassuredly infallibleguide is for exampletestified to by thediscoverythat eventhemost exactof allthe sciences, astronomyitself,is, astheEeviewertellsus, full of uncertainties and problems.— Matterslong consideredan"absolutely settled, welearn, such asthe shape ofthe earth, the length of day and night, and the latitude,arenowdiscovered tobe completelydoubtful. We havea general idea thatthe earth is a flattened spheroid,but its exactmeasurementsareunknown tosuch a degree as toprevent thepreciseknowledgeof therelativedistanceof one place from another.— Thereareagain,gravedoubts as to the shifting of the axis of the earth,resulting in achange of latitude. And, again, "the most serious flaw inastronomical science is the uncertainly of the length ofday and nighfc. That there ia something amiss in thismatter plain from the irregularities of the movementsof. the moon. We have long been accustomed to claim as oneofNewtons mostbrilliantdiscoveriesthat of the lunar theory It isnot socertain that the lunar theoryhas beenmastered, Astronomersnave come to the conclusion that either the theory isat faultorthe length of our day is uncertain. The shifting of the earth'smatemlsmust effect,if only in aminutemanner, the times of herrevolution. Butthe effects of the tides must surely be a still morepowerful factor inactingasabreakupon the diurnal movement.Andit such be thecase,we areface to face withamosthopeless problem.For thestrength of the tidesdependsupononemostuncertain andun-measurableforce, thestrength anddirectionofthewinds.Atanyrateat present thereis somethingso faulty with our time-reckoning thatpredictionsof themovements.of themoonare fullof uncertainties." Amatter that has a more directbearinguponthe wisdomof arguingagainstreligion from theobjectionssupposedtobeofferedby science isthe theorynewly publishedbyM.Paye, thePresidentoftheBureaudegLongitudes and who, as the Dublin Beview tellsus,is one of themost distinguished astronomers of the age. In au examinationlately made by him into Laplace'sNebularTheory, which he showstobe mistaken,M.Fayeinoidentallyrefers to the Mosaic cosmogeny.'The creationof the sun andmoon on the fourthday, in theaccountof the first chapterof Genesis," says theBeviewer,« has given rise tomany flippantand shallowremarks frpm our infidel writers. Theyask how is it possiblefor the light to have appearedon the first daywhen there was neither sun nor, moon to impart it? Christianapologists have takenup thematterandsuggested that the creationof thesun on the fourth day refers only to the appearance of thesun. They are ready togrant that light is inseparable fromthe sun,but contend that thesun might havebeencreated on the first day,that its face washidden fromthe earthuntil the fourth day, owiDgto themistsand exhalationsthatmust have arisen in dense cloudsfrom the cooling earth. IfM.Faye'shypothesisbe true, thereis noneed to resort toso awkwardadefence. Hebrings evidencetoshowthat the sunmustbethe youngest,the last in pointofcreationof itsown system-as far as Saturn inclusively. Uranus and Neptunewerefashioned after the sun,but the earth is moreancient than theglobe that gives us light and heat. Thecreation,then, of the sun onthe fourthday, far fromproving an awkward problem of exegesisbecomes another instanceof science offeringits homage to religion'Nor is there any difficulty m showing how light could burst uponour earthbeforeour luminary existed. Everyone is perfectly\awarewhen twobodies meet with a suddenshock, the vis viva is changedjintoanother sort of energy,fire andheat. The meteoritesthat dashour atmospherecreate trains of flameand fire. Even com-pressed air will light touchwood. It is easy,then, to conceive thatwhenthechaoticmass,oSJjhe firstday,ofcreataoawasfcut into move-

THE
FINANCIAL
STATEMENT.

The mostinterestingfeaturein tbeFinancialState*ment, as delivered in Parliament*^ Sir Julius
Vogel onFriday, is the fact that a heavy increasein taxation is proposedby it. Directtaxationia
providedfor by means of a revisionof the stampduties,and thejincrease of the property tax tothree farthingsinthe£ the* Treasurer, at the same time, declaring himself in favourratherof aland and income tax, and, pointing out that that on

propertyhadbeen adopted"instead byway of a compromise. Themost important alterations, however, in the way of taxation arethose affecting the customs duties, and which must as a matter ofcourse fall on a classnot includedamong those likely to be touchedby the direct taxation,thatia on the working men and the poorer
members of the populationgenerally. SirJuliusVogel,indeed,speaks
o£ themas "calculatedtoaffectpeopleotherwisefree fromtaxation
and wemust admitthatbyplacing import dutiesoncertain articleshehas managed thematter very fairly to bring about such an end.—
When Sir Julius;however, speaksof thetecustoms as "much depend,
ing on the voluntary contributionof the consumers whoelect to useimported goods"— and in connection with certain of the articlestaxed, we may look upon him as indulging in a little harmlesspleas-
antry or under-hand banter. We can hardly accuse a humane
gentleman of laughing in his sleeve at his victims. For example,
considering the habits of the colonial people, tea is a necessary of
life. There ishardly any electing touse an arlicle thatpeoplehave
been so accustomed touse that tobreak off thehabit would occasionthem a-verygreatdegree of privation,andyet thetaxonleahas been
increasedby fifty-five per cent. If, moreover, the decrease-of therevenuederived from the duties on malt and alcoholicliquors be the
result of a temperancemovementas Sir Julius Vogel seems to con.Bider it,sincere speaksof the moral improvement thus testified to
theuse of teamust be increased,for men and women who cease to
drink the intoxicating liquors naturally require some substitute
andcold waterwill not prove sufficient. At any rate the working
classesand thepoorer portion of the community use tea, and mustcontinue to use it toa largeextent,and the increasein the duty willaffect them^severely. Againas totbematterofboots andshoes,every-
one whoprovidesfor a poor household will tell you that oae of the
most trying among the expenses he is obliged to meet is that for
the aiticlesin' question. Children's bsots especially area burdento
thehead of a family whose earnings arelimited, and an increase in
theirpricemeansdiscomfort,and perhaps illness, for many anun-happy littleone or-growing boy or girl, withan increase of anxiety
and distressfor tbe fatherormother whoisunable toprocurewhat thechildren absolutely need. Thesame argument,again,may almost be
employed withregard toready-madeclothing, andblanketsandrugs,
whichare also taxed. The fact is,however,that this tariff must bo
regarded as in a very great degree the imposition of protective
duties. Itis at the same time, rather worse in some respects for
while itacts insuch a way towards articlesthatmaybemade in the
colony,it includes severalthat cannotbemanufacturedor produced
here. The increased taxation will fall heavily then on the poorer
classes, and there is anintermediateclass whom it will if possible
still moreseriously affect, that is, peoplewhoby their industry have
acquireda little property,but whoarestill, from circumstances,such,
for example,as therequirementsofa largefamily,obligedto workfortheirliving, or,beingunable to work,arebarely able to liveincomfort.The customs tariffis certainly the weak pointof this financial state-ment, which otherwise, with the exception of that doubtful com-
promiseof aproperty tax for a land tax,and the large increase of£26,989 for godless edncation,is assatisfactory as the circumstancesof the Colony willadmit of its being. Itis especially reassuring to
learnthatthe fearsas toSirJulius Vogel'srashdispositiontoborrow
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