Friday, June 26, 1885,

" IRELAND AND THE HOLY FATHER.
———

“THE following pastoral letter was addressed to the priests and peopls
of the diocese of Meath by the most Rev. Dr. Nulty on the eve of
hig lordship’s departure for Rome : —

¥ ithink I'see the stroagest reasons for anticipating from the con-
farences of the Irish bishops with the authorities at Rome large and
exceptionally beneficial results for onr country as well as for our
religion, The obligations and duties which Irishmen owe to the
Holy Sce have of late been a little unsettled and thrown into a state
of painful uancertainty, in which they wonld seem apparently to
clash with the fulfilment of the dwiies we owe to our country. One
of the results of these Roman conferences will be to ascertain—to
define and seitle with clearness, precision, and uncertainty —all that
the Holy See expects trom e ; and to prove that it demands notbiog
which is not well caleulated to foster and promote the growth and
development of loyalty and love to our country,

Nopation on this earth ever yielded 1o the Holy 8ee a larger, a
more generous, of a more self-sacrificing obedience, and in t.rribly
trying ordeals in which our loyalty was very severely tested, Our
allegiance to the Chair of Peter has for more than three centuries
been written, and is still recorded, in letters of blood, and has won
for us the admiration and esieem of the whole Chiristian world,
Foreign ecclesiastical writers during thess centuries of persecution
used to occupy themselves in making subtle and impussible hypo-
theses over which they wasted a deal of idle and nseless speculation,
They used 10 ask could the Pope take onme side on any important
question whilst the Chureh actuslly tock ‘the other? Could the

./ Church aect indepecdently of the Pope? Did treachery and dis-
loyalty to the Yope ofinecessity imply Apostacy from the Ohoreh and
forfeiture of ber communion!? But the acteal behaviour of the
Catholic Church in the death-struggle in which she was thea en.
gaged in this island could have easlly enlightened these theorists,
The Irish Catholic nation and the heretical nation that oppressed
and persecated it never thought of such subtleties ; neither of them
ever doubted that wherever the Pope was, there of n cesgity shomid
the Church be along with him, It seemed self-evident to both that
treachery 10 the Fope and apostacy from the Church meant one and
the eame thing. To abjare, therefore, the anthority of the Pope was
practically an act of open Tevolt and rebellion against the Church,
and of eomplete and final separation from ber.

The simple, the practical, and the fundamental issue that divided
them, and on which the heretical nation insisted, was to renounce
the authority of the Pope and to ackoowledge the spiritual supre-
macy of the Queen or Kiog of England. It required no more,
This was the issue submisted 300 years ago to Dr, Walshe, who, like
myself, was a parieh priest of Trim before he became bishop of
Meath. And we see the answer he gave to it in the eighteen years
he spent immaored in & dungeon in Dublin Castle; in the wounds
worn into the very bones in bis hands and feet by the manacles that
bourd him ; in the adventores of his subsequent escape ; and, finally,
ip his death as an exilein a foreign land. When O'Connell pre-
gented himself at the bar of tbe House of Commons as the first
elected Catholic representative of COlare, the same issue exactly wag
again submitted to him, Asea preliminary condition for taking his
seat he was required to swear that * the Pope bath net, nor ought to
have, any jorisdiction or authority in the realm of England.” His
apswer was, that the first of these statements as & matterof fact he
knew to be false ; and that ag a Catholic he believed, and was bound
to believe, that the second of these statements was false
algo. Im the long and m nrnful interval from Dr. Walshe to O'Con-
nel}, in defence of the great issue and w testimony of the Divine
anthority of Peter, depths of frightful guffering were fathowed in
the country guch us had pever before been witnessed in any land
under heaven.

Fines, imprisouments, and torfures were fuflicted npon thonsands
and thousands of sgonising victims of our race and nation,
which bad no parailel or precedent in the somals of human
suffering, They robbed us of aur repatation ; they plundered us of
our property ; they conflecated our  estates; they demolished our
homes, extiuguished our bearths and drove us mercilessly as belpleas,
impoverished exiles 1nto every land under heaven, We lost every-
$hing we possessed oo thig earh save the precious jeweiof the faith,
exactly the very thing which above all others they longed and
laboured most to wrest from ns. And yet all the time we never
once wavered or vacillated in our loyalty or allegiance to the See of
Peter, Our sufferings only served to invigorate and to confirm onr
faith ; and, what wasif possible more important still, to elevate, to
strengthen, and confolidate the religious feelngs, sympathies, and
affections in which faith itself is ultimately rooted, and from which
it derives all its marit and value. The larger, the severer, the more

o puinful the sacrifices exacted from us for cur falth in the prerogatives
and supremacy of Peter, the dearer, the tenderer, and the better be-
loved by us became the Divine doctrieal truths for which we bled
and suffered, The perfection of a nation's faith, and its preserva-
tion, too, are influenced immensely by the religious feelings, sym-
pathies, and affectivnate leanings which it cherishes for the Holy
BSee, A nation’s faith, like the faith of the individual, is fostered,
aourished, and stimalated 1nto the fulness of maturity and perfeciion,
principaily by 1he feelings and sympathien from which it firat spIang,
and from which it must always grow,

To exiinguish, therefore, the faith of a nation yon must first
extirpate and tear out of the nation's heart all the religious
sympathies and feelings that nourish and preserve it, Ia the fierce
and terribly persissent effort made to wr.gt its faith from the Irigh
mation by brate force and bloodebed, it must be admiited that the
enemy assailed ue exactly on the side on which the national character
wag strongest—in fact, on which our faith wae invincible, Buat
though ignominiously vanguished, he has managed to acquire from
hie very defeats and failure dangerous and formidable experience.
For if there be an undonbtedly strong side to our national character
dhera is an undoubtedly weak side to it, too, and it 15 ag.inst thiz he
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how threatens to direct his vast and terrible energies. ' Let ns consider
the situation carefully, especially its most disagreesble features; ¥t
would be nothing less than dangerous self-deception to queation the
Tact that we Irishmen are naturally haughty and excessively sensitive.
We are awlully impressionable to insult, contempt, and scarn., A
euear, an affront, a well-barbed sarcasm, sinks into the very depths
of our souls, nad at once begins to fester and ferment there, . We
foster it, we nourish it and brood overit till it has not only soured snd
spoiled our feelings, but until it has to some extent infuriated them,
Bmarting and writhing under the anguish of wounded or lacerated
feelings, we surrender ourselves up to feelings of aversion, of
abhorrence and hatred ; and we look out impatiently for appottunities
for retaliation and vengeance, It is very bard for the Christian
frelings of charity, metcy, and forgiveness of injuries, to make head
against paroxyms of passion which sometimea deprive us of the full
use of reason, and which render us partially delirious and demented,
Except under the infiuence of such violent bursts of indignant feeling,
au Irishman never has renounced and never can renounce his faith';
whilst the number of those whe, to avenge an affront or to retaliate
on an enemy, have bassly apostatised from their religion, is painfolly
lazge. The ancient and noble family of in this diocese, sfter
heroically clinging to the faith through centuries of perseculion and
of forfeiture of their estates and property, have deplorably apostatised
irom it in the memory of men still living, simply because they
believed that an ordinary country priest had wilfnlly or perhaps
ignorantly affronted them. The unhappy apostate who then
represented that family became afterwards an illustrions penitent ;
and publicly apologised before the grand jury at Trim for the scandal
he bad given, and did all in his power to atone for it. In spite,
however, of all his efforts his descendants followed him in his
apostaey, but not in his repentance, and the family continaes bigotedly
anti-Oatholic to the prasent day. Beariog in mind, then, how vastly
and vitally the faith of a nation is influenced and affected by its
religious feelings and sympathies on the one hand, and the excessive
aud dangerons sensitiveness of ocur national character on the other,
I confess that, for some time past, I could not help feeling uncomfor-
table miegivings for the futire of our ancient national Chureh, N

The lessons tanght by the experience of several years past plainly
show that, in the presentexcited and suspicious state of pubiic feeling,
grave and dangerous complications and misunderstandings might, at
any moment, c1op up between the Irish nation and the Holy See ;
aod no one could calculate or fix a limit to the deplorable conse,
quenceg that might reanlt from them. And enemies would never at
auy time be wanting who would labour might and main to widen the
breaches and aggravate the misunderstandings that would then arise,
In the excitement inseparable from such controversies, it would be
easy to persuade a jealous and credulous race like ours that the Pope
had acted on erroneous, prejudiced, or one-sided information. Consider.
ing how desperately bent the nation always seems to be to secure all
the soclal and politics] amelioration of its conditions that are within,
its grasp, a fatal misconception of this kind would be quite enough to
drive it into an attitude of dogged and sullen disobedience, The
conscquences that might then follow God only knows. Itisa very
melancholy and indeed a very awful fset that ?preat
Catholic nations, like France, Nngland, and Scotlapd, have
practically apostatised from the faith. The fact iz sdrrounded
with very salatary as well as with very unpleasant warn.
inge. I do not believe that the Irish nation will ever follow their
fatal example ; but I do believe it would be nothing short of eriminal
rashness to expose it to the danger or temptation of doing g0, ¥ can
fiud no evidence of a Divine promise made to any nation any more
than to our own gurranteeing to it the indefectibility of its faith in
all eircumstances, Neither can I gee any solid grounds for believin
in a special exceptional Providence which would save Irish multitudes
any more than Irisk individuals from renouncing their allegiance to
the Chureh in & paroxysm of passion, eitber in retaliation for some
imaginary interference with their political freedom or to avenge an
insult or anaffront which they had reshlv assamed had been offered
to them by the Holy 8ce. But to po further or deeper into this
delicate and dangerous matter is now, fortunately, wholly HNNEeCessATY.

The enlightened, the experienced, and far-sesing wisdom of Lag
the Thirteenth in summoning the Irish bishops to Bome has rescued
the nation's faith from the grave and serious dangers that constantly
threatened it, and has relieved ourselves even from the apprehension
of these dangersever aguin recurring. By citing * the representatives
of the various shades of opinion in the Iriah episcopate,” he hagshown
his determination to ascertmin with precision and certainty the
intrinsie merita of the questions on which they may be divided, and
he has chosen the simplest, the emsieat, and most infallible method
possible for ascertaining the truth, not only on these questions, but
on every disputed guestion of fact or of doctrine that can ever poasibly
avise, He has shown, too, that he has totally discarded the dubious,
the sugpicious, the prejudiced and misleading chanpels through which
information on Irish public quesiions may hitherto have reached him,
Heneeforth he is determined to believe nothing of us exeept what we
tell bim ourselves throngh the bishops that will represent us, Of his
owa proper accord, and without a suggestion from any quarter, he ha
chosen the readiest and the most effective method possible, for ascep-
taining the whole truth on every Irish question with ¢learness,
precision, and infallible certainty,

The Irish bishops will uot, aud cannot, ever conspire to daceive
the Holy Father or to misrepresent their conntrymen, They will tell
him the whole truth, even when it may be disagreeable to themselves
ot distasteful to the feelings of their countrymen, They go before
hiw, this time at any rate, substantially united and agreed on every
question, evea in the glippery and dangerous region of politics,
The fact of baving unanimously entrusted the educational interesis
of the pation to the.advocacy and protection of the Irish Parlia-
mentary party proves shat no essential difference of opinion divides
them on any queation. o rescue the nation's faith, then, from the
grave aod serious dangers that threatened it is the first great public
benefit bere conferr-d on ua by Leo the Thirteecenth. To introduee
and estublish & new priveiple of eccleaiastical pulity waich sarrounda




