
how threatenstodirecthisvastand terrible energies. 'Letus cohsidjjp
the situationcarefully,especially itsmost disagreeable features; It
wouldbe nothing less than dangerous self-deception to question thefact that weIrishmenarenaturally haughty andexcessivelysensitive.
We areawfully impressionable to insult, contempt, and scorn, Asneer, an affront, a well-barbedsarcasm,sink9into the verydepths
of our souls, and at once beginsto fester and ferment there,.Wefosterit,wenourishitandbroodoverit tillithas not only souredand
spoiledour feelings,bat until ithas tosomeextent infuriated them.
Smarting and writhingunder the anguish of woundedor lacerated
feelings, we surrender ourselves up to feelings of aversion, of
abhorrenceandhatred;aad we lookout impatiently foropportunities
for retaliation and vengeance. It is very hard for the Christianfeelingsof charity, mercy, and forgiveness of injuries, tomake head
against paroxymsof passion which sometimes depriveus of the full
useof reason,and which render us partially delirious and demented.Exceptunder the influenceof such violentburstsof indignant feeling,
anIrishmanneverhas renounced and never canrenouncehis faith1;
whilst the numberof those who, to avenge anaffront or to retaliateonan enemy,havebasely apostatised from their religion, is painfully
large. Theancient andnoble family of in this diocese, afterheroically clinging to the faith through centuries of persecutionand
of forfeitureof their estatesandproperty,havedeplorably apostatised
from it in the memory of men still living, simply because they
believed thatan ordinary country priest had wilfully or perhapsignorantly affronted them. The unhappy apostate who then
representedthat family became afterwards an illustrious penitent;
and publicly apologisedbefore the grand jury at Trim for the scandal
he hadgiven, and did all in his power to atone for it. Inspite,however, of all his efforts his descendants followed him in his
apostacy,butnot inhisrepentance,and thefamilycontinues bigotedly
anti-Catholicto thepresent day. Bearing inmind, then, how vastly
and vitally the faith of a nation is influenced and affectedby its
religious feelings andsympathies on the onehand, and the excessiveand dangerous sensitiveness of our national character on the other,Iconfess that, for some time past,Icould not help feelinguncomfor-
tablemisgivings for the futureof our ancientnational Church. ]

The lessons taught by the experienceof severalyearspastplainly
show that,in thepresentexcitedandsuspiciousstateofpublic feeling,
grave anddangerous complicationsand misunderstandingsmight, atany moment,ciopup between the Irish nation and the Holy Sse ;
andno one could calculate or fix a limit to the deplorable conserquences that mightresult from them. And enemies would never atany timebe wanting who wouldlabour might andmain to widenthebreaches andaggravate tbemisunderstandings that Would then arise.In the excitement inseparablefrom such controversies, it would beeasy topersuade a jealousandcredulous race like ours that the Popehadacted onerroneous,prejudiced,orone-sided information. Consider-inghowdesperatelybent thenationalways seems to be tosecure all
thesocial and politic?! ameliorationof its conditions that are withinits grasp, a fatalmisconceptionof this kind would be quiteenough todriveit into an attitude of dogged and sullen disobedience. Theconsequences that might then follow Godonly knows. It is a verymelancholy and indeed a very awful fact that JgreatCatholic nations, Jike France, England, and Scotland, havepractically apostatised from tho faith. The fact is surroundedwith very falutary as well as with very unpleasant warn-ings. Ido not believe that the Irish nation will ever follow theirfatalexample;butIdobelieveitwould benothing short of criminalrashness to exposeitto the dangeror temptation of doing co. Icanfindnoevidenceof aDivinepromisemade to any nationany morethantoour ownguaranteeing*to it the indefectibility of its laithinall circumstances. NeithercanIseeany solid grounds for believingina specialexceptionalProvidencewhichwouldsaveIrish multitudesany more thanIrish individualsfrom renouncing their allegiance tothe Churchinaparoxysm of passion,either in retaliation for someimaginary interference with their political freedom or to avengeaninsult or anaffront which they had rashly assumed hadbeen offeredto them by the Holy See. But to go further or deeper into thisdelicateanddangerousmatteris now, fortunately,whollyunnecessary.The enlightened, the experienced,and far-«eeing wisdomof Leothe Thirteenth insummoning theIrishbishops to Rome hag rescuedthenation's faithfrom the grave andserious dangers thatconstantlythreatened it,and haa relievedourselves even from the apprehensionof thesedangersever againrecurring. By citing"

the representatives
of thevarious shadesof opinionin theIrishepiscopate,"hehas shown
his determination to ascertain with precision and certainty theintrinsic meritsof the questionsonwhich they maybe divided,andhe has cho9en tbe simplest, the easiest,and most infallible methodpossible for ascertaining the truth,not only on these questions,buton everydisputed questionof fact orof doctrine thatcaneverpossiblyarise. He hasshown, too, that hehas totally discarded the dubious,
the suspicious,the prejudiced andmisleading channels through whichinformationon Irishpublic questionsmayhithertohavereached him.Henceforthhe is determinedtobelievenothingof us except what wetell him ourselves through thebishops that will represent us. Of hisownproper accord, and without a suggestion fromanyquarter, hehachosen thereadiestand themost effectivemethod possible,for ascer-taining the whole truth on every Irish question with clearness,
precision,andinfallible certainty.

TheIrishbishops willnot, andcannot, ever conspire todeceivetheHoly Father or tomisrepresenttheir countrymen. They will tellhim the whole truth, evenwhen itmay be disagreeable to themselvesor distasteful to the feelings of their countrymen. They go beforehim, this time atany rate,substantially unitedand agreed on everyquestion, even in the slippery and dangerous region of politics.The fact of having unanimously entrusted the educational interestsof, the nation to the. advocacy and protection of the Irish Parlia-mentary party proves that noessential differenceof opinion dividesthemonany question. To rescue the nation's faith, then,from tbegraveandserious dangers tbat threatenedit is the first greatpublicbenefit hereconfenvdonus by Leo the Thirteeenth. To introduceandestablish anew principleof ecclesiastical polity which surrounds
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Thb followingpastoralletter wasaddressed to the priestsaad peopleof the diocese of Meath by the most Rev. Dr.Nulty oa the eve ofhis lordship'sdeparturefor Borne:
—

IjthinkIsee the strongestreasons for anticipatingfrom the con-ference^ of the Irishbishopswith tbe authoritiesat Borne large andexceptionally beneficial results for our country as wellas for ourreligion. The obligations and duties wiiicu Irishmen owe to theHoly See haveof late beenalittle unsettled and thrown into a stateof painful uncertainly, in which they would seem apparently toclash with thefulfilmentof the duties weowe toour country. Oneof tbe results of these Roman conferences will ba toascertain to
define andsettle with clearness, precision,anduncertainty all thatthe Holy See expects from as;and toprove thatitdemands nothing
whichis not well calculatedto foster and promote tnegrowth anddevelopmentof loyalty andlove to our couutry.

Nonationon this earth ever yielded to theHoly See alarger a
more generous,ora moreself-sacrificingobedience, and in terribly
trying ordealsin whichour loyalty wasvery severely tested! Ourallegiance to the Chair of Peter has for more than three centuries
been written, andis still recorded, inlettersof blood,and has won
for us the admiration and esteem of the whole Christian world.Foreign ecclesiastical writers during these centuries of persecution
used to occupy themselves in makingsuDtleani impossible hypo-
theses over which they wasteda dealof idleand useless speculation.They used to ask could the Pope take one side on any important
question whilst the Church actually took the other? Could th«

JChurch act independently of the Pope? Did treacheryand dis-
loyalty tothe Popeofjnecessityimply Apostacy from the Church and
forfeiture of her communion? But the actual behaviour of th«
Catholic Church in the death-struggle in. which she was thea en.-
gaged in this island could have easily enlightened these theorists.The Irish Catholic nation and the heretical nation that oppressedandpersecutedit neverthought of such subtleties;neither of themeverdoubted that wherever thePope was, there of n cessity should
theChurch be along withhim. Itseemed self-evident to both thattreachery to thePope andapostacy from the Churchmeant one and
the same thing. To abjure, therefore, the authority of the Pope waspractically an act of open revolt andrebellionagainst the Church,and of complete and final separationfrom her.

The simple, thepractical, and the fundamentalissue thatdividedthem,andon which tbe heieticalnation, insisted, was to renounce
the authority of the Pope and to acknowledge the spiritual supre-
macy of the Queenor KiDg of England. It required no more.This was the issuesubmitted 300 yeais agu toDr. Walshe, who, likemyself, was a parish priest of Trim before he became bishop ofMeath. And we see theanswer he gave toit in the eighteen years
hespent immured in a dungeon in Dublin Castle;in the woundsworninto the verybones inhis hands and feetby themanacles that
bound him;in theadventuresof hissubsequentescape;and, finally,in his death asanexile in a foreign laud. When O'Connell pre-
sented himself at the bar of tbe House of Commons as the firstelected Catholic reprenentativeof Clare, the sameissue exactly wasagain submitted to him. Asapreliminary condition for taking his
seathe wasrequired toswear that" thePope hathnot. nor ought tohave,any jurisdiction or authority in the realm of England." Hisanswer was, that the firstof these statementsas amatterof fact heknew to befalse; and that as a Catholic he believed,and wasbound
to believe, that the second of these statements was falsealso. In the long and m urnful intervalfrom Dr. Walshe to O'Con-nell, indefence of the great issue and m testimony of the Divineauthority of Peter, depths of frightful suffering were fathomed in
the country such as had never before beefl witnessed in any landtinder heaven.

Fines,imprisonments,and tortureswerainflictedupon thonsandsand thousands of agonising victims of our race and nationwhich had no parallel or precedent in. tbe annals of humansuffering. They robbed U6 of our reputation; they plunderedusofour property ; they confiscated our estates; they demolished ourhomes,extinguished ourhearths anddroveusmercilessly ashelplessimpoverishedexilesinto everyland under beaven. We lost every-thing wepossessedon this earthsave theprecious jewelof thefaith,exactly the very thing which above all others they longed andlabouredmost to wrest from us. And yet all the time we neveronce waveredor vacillatedinoui loyaltyor allegiance tothe See ofPeter. Our sufferingsonly served to invigorate and to confirm ourfaith;and, what wasif possible moreimportantstill, to elevate,tostrengthen,and consolidate the religious feelings, sympathies, andaffections in which faith itself is ultimately rooted, and from whichitderives all itsmerit and value. The laiger, the severer, themore
# painful the sacrifices exacted fromus for oarfaithin theprerogative!and supremacy of Peter, thedearer,the tenderer, and thebetter be-loved byusbecame the Divine doctrinal truths for which we bledandsuffered. The perfection of a nation's faith, and its preserva-tion, too,are influenced immensely by the religious feelings, sym-pathies, and affectionate teanings whichitcherishes for the HolySee. Anation's faith, likethe faithof the individual, is fostered,nourished,and stimulatedinto the fulntsgof maturityandperfectionprincipally by ihe feelings andsympathies fromwhichit first Bprane,and from whichit mustaltrajsgrow,

To extinguish, therefore, tne faith of a nation youmust firstextirpate and tear out of the nation's heart all the religioussympathies andfeelings thatnourish and preserve it. In the fierceand terribly persistenteffort made to wnst its faith from the Irishnation by brute force and bloodshed, it musthe admitted thattheenemy assailed ue exactlyon the sideonwhichthenational characterwas strongest— in fact, on whijh our faith was invincible. Butthough ignominiously vanquished, he has managed toacquire fromhis very defeats and failure dangerous and formidableexperience.Forif therebean undoubtedly strong side toour national characterthere is anundoubtedly weak side toit, too,and it is agiinst this bo
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