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June 23, 1886.You,sir,have seen the decisionof theCanterbury BoardofEducationin thematterof the scholarships, and commented upon it sharply.

Littleremains for me tosay about the matter. Iwill only remark
that the chairman, at the|close of a very one-sided discussion, put
the Whole mind of theBoard into a nut-shell. He said that he re-
membered when the Board confined the scholarships to its ownscholars. Thereasons for that courseseemed to him tobe unanswer-able. Thishedid,of course, without stating them. The Board'spracticalcomment on this statement, which it supported, was topass a resolution of those reasons,each of whichis most answerable,
Firstly, the State system is in danger for want offunds; secondly,
the State scholars must not be allowed to compete with better-to-do
childrenand learning in better schools; thirdly, the State is thecheapestandbestof all systems. The first is "great without regard
to jnstice

"; thethirdanswers the second,or the second the third,it
doesnot greatly matterwhich

—
the country pays its money and cantakeits choice; the second is blind to the fact that however muchthe possibly competing schools may be better than the State schools,

tbe greatmajority of scholars in them are notbetter off, but worseoff, than the children attending the Stateschools. Noless aperson
than the Colonial Treasurer suppliesan answer to the third, in theshape of anincreased demand in his FinancialStatement of some£30,000 for the costof education. The third, alsoincommonwith theothers, ignores two facts about which there is no question in the
mindsof men whoare well informed and well intentioned

—
viz.,that

the proved cheapest systems, and the proved best, the only ones
provedby theirresults tobe worthy of the nameof education initsbest andhighest andholiest sense,arenotpecular;and thatthemoney
for these scholarships,as well as for the whole system,came from the
pocketsof the whole community,of these who are shut out as wellas those who participate. Itis fortunate for the cause of justice thatthis powerful educational authority is impelled to give a sample of
the reasons whichit canbring itself to regardas unanswerable. To
complete the burlesque,theonly member whoobjectedduring thedis-
cussion took the ground not that there is unjustice, but that theBoard ought tohave consulted Parliament, and then helped topass
the resolutionswhich was done"unanimously."— Siavolosicjubeo.The FinancialStatement has stirred up wrath in the Freetradecamp amongst us, withoutexactly transporting the Protectionistsinto the seventh heaven of dtlight. The importers of boots and
drapery donot like the tariff at all for obvious reasons, and those
whoareretailers as well as importers foreseea recourse to the local
manufacturers when their stocks get low and their orders have ceased
to land themin a loss. The latter, perhaps, is a little mythical;
that is theother side of the question as it strikes those of the con-suming community who pay their bills. The retailers who have
been driving a trade inboots anddraperies made on the spot sendupsott hymnsof praise. Thereis oneman whohad acargo of coal
onFriday whichhe thought he wouldget through the Custom-houseonSaturday, whenhe went to sleep on Friday night. He did notthink Sir Julius would be hard on the coalmen. On Saturday
morninghe set abouthis postponed business. "

Have you read the
Statement1

" "
Bother the Statement; got something elst to do."The smile indicating superiority over people who neglect their

business to read politics in the morning went with him into thepresence of the Customs officials. It was quickly dissipatedby ademand for £47 10s. Remonstrance, ruefully energetic, failed toinduce those inexorable public servants to abate oue jot of tbeir
demand. Thus it comes to pass that there is amongstus onedis-believer in thegenius of Vogel. Many tea-dealers, and not a- few
wine and spirit merchants who had well-directed suspicions, and
acted on themupon Friday night, are enchanted with themselves.
It is a feeling their customers do not share with quite the sameenthusiasm. On the whole, thepublic has not hadtime to make upitsmind aboutall the points of the new policy. As far as Ican
gather, however, there ia a general feeling of disappointment"that so
great an increase of taxation should be required. "The pill is
well gilded, perhapsbetter than anyonebut Sir Julius could have
managed theprocess, but it is, nevertheless, too big to swallow atonce— wereserve toourselves the right to make a wry face," as adistinguished journalistobservedonceof the first Vogel-Stout com-
bination. That seems to be* the general feeling here. The public,yousee, realise witha little shock that Vogelism, whateverelse itmeans,doesnot imply substantial reduction of taxation.Your remarks on the article in your London contemporary,
entitled"We Catholics,"and Mr. MaskelJ's reflections on the samesubject have reminded me of someconversationsatwhichHavebeen
present. Ihave sometimes heard itsaid that ia theUnitedKingdom
the Catholic body has never turned out a first-class statesman, or aleadinglawyer,oraprominentnovelist,oragreatsoldier,ora foremost
worker in the great army of science, or the world ot art. Ihave
heard Catholics make the statement to Catholics who ruefully
acquiesced.With such namesasLingard amonghistorians,St. George
Mivartamongthe scientific men

—
thenameof the man who is stem-ming the great tide of Evolution withmostmasterly reasoningbaseduponthe accurateresearches of a comprehensivebrilliantgenius— asits Aubrey de Vere among the poets, standing in somerespectsadmittedly above the Laureate, with Allies towering among the

essayistsandthegreatgalaxy of Irish names quite unnecessary tomention this statement. Anditsnnqualinedadmissionare wonderful.tThe curious thing is thatCatholicsare in many instances given totalking in this deprecatory way. Some havegone so far' as to blametheCatholic systems of educationfor their supposed failures. Catho-lics, they say,are kept too strict at their schools. "Lookatthe
liberty allowed in the great English public schools, and see theresults." They used tobe fond of so testingU3. But this belief has
beena littledispelledby thejfailureof itschiefapostle,whoearnestly
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andconscientiously set abont reformingthe English Catholicsystem
by practicalexampleof somethingdifferentand failed.Abroad,too,
theCatholic system of education is evenmore strict thaninEngland,
and thereis no wantof Catholicstatesmen, soldiers,menof science,
literature,art, jurisprudence,andcommerce. In America the Catho-
lics, trained as they are elsewhere, come to the front likewise in
numbers out of proportion to the bulk of the Catholic population.
The wonderis that Catholics, whose advantagesin the higner educa-
tion are less than those enjoyai by their contemporariesof other
deniominations,havedone so much, not that they have done so little.
Iam not, sir, combatting the assertion of your Londonnamesake
andcontemporary that there is apathy among Catholics. He writes
of whathe has ample meansof knowing. My object is to show that
somethingof thespirithedenounces ha3penetratedto thiscountry—
as,indeed, you seem yourself to suspect, and your correspondent, vlr.
Maskell,hasverydistinctly affirmed. It is a spirit peculiarlydan-
gerous in this Colony,where the Catholic body has not the material
wealth, or social 'position, or educational advantages which
will helpourbrethrenin theOldCountry torecover from the effects
of mental indolence, apathy, indifference, shamefacedness, call it
whatyou will. That Catholisscan come to the front, in spite of
their disadvantages, in these colonies, we have examples in the
colonialcareersof Sir C. GavanDuffy, the lateSir JohnO Shanassey,
in Victoria,andSir F. Weldand poorJohn Sheehan, who died the
other day. Thelast marred the bright promise of his early years
in somedegree, buthe stands, nevertheless, a brilliant example of
what a Catholic,without any advantagesbut those tobehadin this
Colony of our adoption,cando withability and perseverance. The
firstnecessity is for Catholics tocultivate a feeling of pride in the
achievements of their brethren at Home and abroad, instead
of the depreciatory notions to which Ihave made this rambling
reference. That better feeling of ju-t appreciation will convince
themof thenecessity for removing the disadvantages under which
they labour. That this can only be doneby combinationandmutual
help, it requiresno ghost to tell us.

We have amongst us literary societies formed for this purpose,
and workingout their objects with moreor less success. How these
societies are prosperinginyourpart of the country, you, sir, know
better than Ican. Mr. Maakellhas told ypur readers that Welling-
tonpossesses asociety whichis fairly successful. In Christchurch,
where Mr. Maskell himself did so much to establish 'the first
Catholic Literary that ever saw the light inNew Zealand(Ispeak
under conviction to thebest of mybelief), success, Iregret to say,
is not atpresent waitingupon the Society's efforts. Ifis,Ifear,a
caseof the apathy,or whateverelse may be thenameof the strange
feeling which makes Catholics regard themselves with hopeless
discouragement. An effort is now being made to organise the
Society into new life. Thateffortdeserves the sympathy andsupport
of every Catholic in thecity.

ENTERTAINMENT IN DUNEDIN.
The second concert inaidof the Christian Brothers'building fund
took place in the Garrison Hall Dunedin, on Friday evening, and
like the first, was largely attended. The performancecommenced
witha selection from "1Puritani," played extremely well by St.
Patrick's Brass Band,

—
who afterwards gave the

"
Olive Branch

"
waltz with an equally pleasing effect. The Pupils of St. Joseph's
Convent Schools sang in chorus

"ILove the Merry Spring Time,"" Our Own gDear Home,"and, by special request,
"The Meeting of

theWaters," arranged ia three parts, and without accompaniment;
whichhad beenso deservedly admired at thefirst concert— and which
lost nothing by repetition,— tbe little girls againacquitting them-
selves with great credit. Master T.Lynch recited"Fontenoy

"
im-

pressively,and MasterP.Eeley,a very little fellow, made an oration— '■The Young Orator
"—

in a most intelligent andamusing manner,— being obliged to respond to a loudandunanimous encore.
"Caoch

thePiper" was recitedby Mr. T. Bracken, in the effective style for
which he is distinguished;and Mr.J.B. Callauread the scene be-
tweeu Sir Pertinax M'Syeo'phant and his son, so as to delight the
audience. The instrumental solos" werjTa' ti.rflliant fantasia' bSIrish
airs, charmingly played by Miss O'Driscoll— -who in response to an
encore gave "The Wearing of the Green," and a selection from"Ernani," performed wuhmuch skill and tasteon the clarionet by
Mr.W. Corrigan, accompaniedonthepianoby his brother,Mr.A.Cor-
rigaa. Miss Walker sang verysweetly as asolo

'"
The Song for me,"

aud Miss Woods washeard to advantage ia " Gates of the West."-*—
This young lady also took part in "ISaw from the Beach,"sung as
aduet with Miss Murphy, andin the glee, "Those EveningBells

"
with Misses Murphy andO'Driscoll. The duet

" Gipsies We," Bung
by the Masters a.,andF.Murphy, wasdeservedly appreciatedby the
audience, who favouredthe singers with an encore.

"Buttercups
andDaisies," sang by Misses Drumm, Sheedy, and Blaney (2) was
also very prettily rendered.TCne pupilsof the Christian Brothers'
schoolsung in chorus with excellent efiect " The Sleighing Song*"
and;"O'DonnellAbu."andMisses O'Driscolland Walsh gavea duet

—
"Rich and Rare were the Gems she Wore."— The laughable farce"TheBirthplace of Podgers," was played with spiritby Messrs.P.
CarolinJ.P. Haves, W. Power,R. k.Dunne,M.Treston,J.J.Dunne,
W Pearson, W.'Hall, J. Dundon, W. Fitzpatrick, and Masters T.
Drumm, andL. Pavletich

—
whoeach gave an intelligent representa-

tion of his part.— The entertainment coacluded with theNew Zea-
land Anthem, sung by the pupilsof. St. Joseph's and the (Jbriaua.i
schoolsBrothers' andaccompaniedby St. Patrick's Band.

Colonial Pat Dolan, of Devil's Lake, Dakota, writing to the
N. T. Sun, says to the spinsters of North America:

— "The great
American Northwest, the world's womanless wonderland,, still holds
oat10,000 arms of idvitation and welcome to femimioe home and
husbandseekers from everyregionandclime beneaththe sun," \

(From oarownCorrespondent.)
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