
H. A. C. B. S.

The half-yearly meetingof themembersof theSt. Patrick's Branch,
No. 3, of theH.A.C.B. Society, was held in the schoolroom, New
Headford,onThursday evening",June4,BrotherJ.Dohertypresiding.
There was a large attendanceof members. Two candidates were
balloted for and duly initiated as members of the Society. An
apology wasreceived from onecandidate whowas unable to attend
for initiation.

—
The officers' report and balance-sheet were read,

which showed theBranch to be steadily increasing both from a
numerical and monetarypoint of view. After somediscussion tbe
balance-sheetas readwasadopted.

—
Itwasresolvedto sendnotice of

motiontotheDistrict Boardtohaveclause 2ofLaw48 amended. After
severalother items of business of an unimportant nature badbeen
dispensedof, the election of officerswas proceededwith,andresulted
as follows:

—
President, Bro. James Doherty; Vice-President, Bro.

William Brown; Secretary, Bro. M. F. Ryan; Treasurer, Bro.
Patrick Ryan; Warden, Bro. John Walshe ; Guardian, Bro.
Patrick McGonegal; Sick-visitors, Bro.ls Berlihy and Hartigan.
The installation ceremony was performedby Bro. P.J.Henley.

It having transpired during the evening that Bro. Henley
intends leavingthedistrict,a committee wa3 appointed to consider
the beat means ofacknowledging his services in connectionwith the
Branch since its formation. The committee decided todo so by
holding adinner, which has passedoffandproveda complete success.

The admirableworkby the Most Rev. Dr. Ricards, of which a
review will be foundinanothercolumnmaybeorderedof Mr.Macedo,
Princes street south, Dunedin. We especially recommend it tothe
study of ourreaders,who will find, itof thegreatestpossiblebenefit to
them.

thereis a distrustfulfeelingprevailing in regard to the probability
of the Marqnisof Salisbury and Lord Eandolph Churchill coming
into power. The younger members of the Tory party areurging thatif their party take office they should do awaywith the Coercion Act,and that loans shouldbe raised instead of imposing freshtaxationonthepeople. TheTimes statesthat her Majesty the Queenhas declinedto accept the resignationof Mr. Gladstone andhis colleagues withoutbeing furnisbed with further reasonsfor their retirement.

Monday.
Theremains of Mr. John Sheehan were yesterday taken from

Napier to theportand shipped on board the Hinemoa. Animmense
processionover half amile long followed. The Volunteersand firebrigadeswith theGarrisonBandplaying the" Dead March" led theway,after whichcame thehearse followed by the Friendly Societies
in procession, then a long stretch of people two and two, thenanumber of cabs andanumber of Maoris bringing upthe rear. Men
of all politicalparties joinedin payingthe last tributeof respect.TheMaiquisof Salisbury has been summoned to Balmoral byher Majesty theQueen.Itis consideredunlikely that the Suez Canal Commission willagreeas tothe reporttobe drawn up.

Germany is equipping a scientificexpedition toproceedto NewGuinea andNewBritain.
News is tohand from Thiers,a townin theDepartmentof Puy-de-Bome, that a shocking accident occurred there on Friday. Alargenumber of people assembled in thelocal Courthouse, when the

staircase of the building suddenly collapsed, precipitating the
occupants to the ground. Fully 200 personsare known tohave beenkilled or seriously injuredby the disaster.

Tuesday.
A telegram from White Cliffs states thatEewi, who was accom-

panying Weterefrom the Waikato, on reaching Mokauhad toreturnhome,being tooill toproceed. Rewi was coming to Waitara to dierup themen buried at the foot of the main support of the house
built tocoaimemorate the"Waitara meeting in 1878,as Wetere wishestoremoveto Mokau. According toMaori ideas, themencanonly be
removedby the original depositoror those closely connected withhim without danger tolife, so greatis the tapu. The Twelve Apos-
tles whoaccompany Wetere have authority to act for Rewi. The
party thengo onto Te Whiti atParihaka.The_IrishVolunteer corpsat Invercargillhavebeen informed by
theMinisterof Defence that, as hostilities are now improbable, the
Government will only accept the services of new companies ashonorary corps. The members havedecided to offer their serviceson thatfooting. The Minister in his letter expressed gratificationatthepublic spirit whichprompted the offer.

Itwasexpectedthat theRedistributionof SeatsBill would bepressedthroughthe House of Commonsyesterday.
Owingto the Ministerial crisis, the Russian,squadron intended

for dispatch to thePacific has receivedorders toremain in theBaltic.
From the same cause parleying on the Afghan question has been
suspended.

Itis announced that theQueen has beenpleased to accept the
resignations of Mr. Gladstone and his colleagues. Lord Salisbury,
whois at.present atBalmoral,has beensummoned toundertake theformationof a newMinistry.

The Commission for internationalising the Suez Canal, which
hasbeen sittingfor twomonths past,has concluded its labours. The
main questionof the control of the Canalstill remains unsettled,how-ever. Thematter has beenreferredto the EuropeanPowers.A series of fresh earthquakeshocks is reported from Cashmere.Several hundred persons have lost their lives through falling
buildings.

Wednesday.
The Hinemoaarrivedat Aucklandat 8 o'clock yesterday morn-ing with the remains of the late Mr.John Sheehan, M.H.K. They

weretaken toSt. Patrick's Cathedral and placedin Ihe catafalque.
Mortuary service washeldin the Cathedral. The funeral took place
in the afternoon, when there was an assemblage of 4000. Among
themournerswere.Sir Frederick Whitaker,Mr,Mitchelson, theMayor,
Mr.Harris, M.H.R., and a number of leading citizens. The policeforce,under Superintendent Thomson,headed the procession. The
coffin was laden with wreaths and crosses of flowers. Masses were
said for the repose of the soul of the deceased gentleman at theCathedral,and Requiem Mass wasalso celebrated.

la the Legislative Council yesterday the Hon. B. Pharazyn
moved that the Address which had been prepared inreply to the
Governor's Speech be agreed to. He dweltupon the various topics
referredto inhis Excellency's Speech from the Throne. The Hon.Mr. Bathgate briefly seconded the motion. The Hon.Dr.Grace,in
speaking tothe motion,contributedhis quota of credit to the Govern-
ment for the fair amountof energy they haddisolayedfor thebenefit
of the Colony. Referring to the question of charitable aid, he
alleged that the Colony was encouraging pauperism throughout theland,and that thepeople were the most extravagant and wasteful
in the world. Inreference to the question of local government,he
claimedthat it wasverylargely aquestionofsimplicity inmachinery,
andbe thought a greatdeal toomuch money was expended in ad-
vertising. The debate was thenadjourned.

—
Inthe Houseof Repre-sentatives, theHon. R. Stout said that since theHouse last met,Mr.Sheehan, oneof their number,haddied at Petane,nearNapier. On

receipt of thenewsof Mr.Sheehan's death Sir G. Grey requested the
Government to place the Hinemoa at thedisposalof Mr. Sheehan'srelativesfor thepurpose of conveying thebody to Auckland,a request
which wasat once complied with. He thought most bon. memberswereawareof theofficial positions which hadbeen held by the de-
ceased both in the General and Provincial Governments. He wasthefirst British-born New Zealander whobadbeen elected a member
of the House of Representatives or appointed as a Ministerof the
Crown. In theHouse of Representativeshe had always takenapro-
minent position,beinga clear thinker and keendebater,whilst hisnaturalkindliness of hearthadendearedhimtoall themembersinthe
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House.Hefeltsure thatall wouldregretthata young life ofsuch pro-
mise shouldhavebeen so soon cut down. Asfoxhimselfhe (Mr.Stoat)
could testify from association with Mr, Sheebaa, both officially and
privately, tohis kindness of dispositionand bis many other erood
qualities. He wouldconclude by moving—" That the House adjourn
tillhalf-past7 o'clockasa tribute ofrespectto Mr.Sheehan'smemory."
Sir G.Orey, inseconding themotion,said he desiredfirst toacknow-
ledge the readinesswith which the Governmenthad acceded to his
requesttodespatch theHinemoa to Napier. He thought a peculiar
interest attached to Mr. Sheehan'sdeath. Hebadbeen highly gifted
by Providence,and was thefirst New Zealander ofEuropeandescent
whohad sab inthe House,being also the first New Zealander who
had attained the position of Minister of theGrown. Mr.Sheehan
hadbeen away fromtheHouse forone session, andhe (Sir G. Grey)
thought ifhe had beenamongst them last session his natural talents
would have been very useful in the discussions of many measures
thatcamebeforethem. They must all deplore that his life wascut
short sosuddenly by the handof death. Hetrusted that theHouse
wouldagree to the adjournment withouta dissentient voice,andhe
feltsure thepeople of Auckland would feelgrateful to them, as the
deceased wasessentially an Auckland man. The motionwas then
put andcarried,and the House adjourned at 3 pm, till 7.30.

—
The

Address-io.-Reply,movedby Mr.Pearson andsecondedby Mr.Hislop,
wasagreed to. The Financial Statement willbe made onFriday.

TitoKowaru andbis peoplewereat Opunake yesterday morning,
anddanced a haka. Tito Eowarn afterwards said that theNatives
hadmet there that day toshow thatpeacehad been made with the
Europeans,who, he hoped,would not take a wrong,meaning as to
their wardress. Heconcludedbysaying thathe would shower peace
uponhis peoplefor ever.

The MarquisofSalisbury has returned toLondon fromBalmoral,
and isstill actively engaged in theformation of a Ministry.

In connection with the difficulty betweenGermany and the
Sultan of Zanzibar regarding the establishment of aProtectorate over
territory in the vicinity of that town, the German Government
disclaims the statement thatthey were sending anexpeditionthere
to enforcetheir lights.

The inhabitants of Crete have agreed, in consequenceof the
action of theEuropeanPowers, toaccept SavasPasha as Governor of
the Island,and the rebellion,whichappearedimminent,has thus been
averted.

Thubsday.
IntheHouseofRepresentativesyesterday Sir GeorgeGreymoved

an Address to the Crown for the purpose of congratulating her
Majesty onthe stepsrecently takenby New South Wales andother
Colonies to aidorto tender efficient aid to the[Empireat a time of
temporary difficulty,andof assuring her Majesty thatitis the desire
of her subjects in New Zealand to render aid to the Empire to the
best of their ability atall times when their services may be deemed
of value and maybe accepted by her Majesty. The motion was
unanimously agreed to. The following bills were introduced and
read a first time :

—
The Wellington Corporation Leasehold Bill,

(Mr. Beetham), Gladstone Town Improvement Bill (Mr. Hatch)
The Employment of Females and Others Act 1881Amendment Bill
(Mr.Bradsbaw), the Banknotes Security Bill (Mr. Dargaville), the
Miners' Right Fee Rednotion Bill (Mr. Guinness); the Coroners'
Juries AbolitionBill(Mr. Guinness), Timaru HarbourBoard Loan
Bill (Mr.Turnbull).

Thespreadof the cholerain Spain is causing greatalarm, and a
complete exodus of citizens from Madrid is takingplace inconse-
quence.

Negotiations for the formation of a New Ministry are still in
progress, and there are rumours of a divergence of opinion among
the leaders of the Conservative party, it being stated that Lord
RandolphChurchill and Sir Michael Hicks-Beachare opposedto the
inclusion of Sir Stafford Northcote in the Administration aswished
by Lord Salisbury. Sir StaffordNorthcote willprobably be raisedto
the peerage. »
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