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(From our own Correspondent.)
June 1,
To-day the portals of Bt. Patrick’s College were opened for the first
tinte for the reception of students within its halls, and the practieal
business of Catholic collegiste edncation in New Zealand commenced,
Thongh there has been no ceremonial opening of the College, on a¢eount
of the absence of His Lordship Dr. Redwacd, who is on his way to
Kurope, vet, all the same, it certainly h4s with it to-day the best
wishes and fervent prayers for its welfare and succeas of the Qatholies
not only of this city, but of the whole diocese. Though various
descriptive remarks on the College have from time to time appeared
in your columus, the present is not &n importune time to give some
further descriptive particulars. The site of the College is on two
town sactions, portion of & platean at the base of Mounnt Cook, lying
between Tory atreet, and Cambridge terrace, close to Buckle atreet, and
and not very distant from the Wellington College. From its spiendidly
elevated sile and general prominent pogition, the College now forms
one of the bast land marks of Wellington, being visible from s
considerable distance, The front elevation overlooking Cambridge
terrace is 118 feet in width, the side or socth elevation to Backle
street ia 105 feet in width, and the depth of the building ia 85 feet.
The style of architecture adopted thromghout the edifice is nearly
pure Gothie, with high.psaked gablea and a massive square central
tower. The windows are set in sunken panels, with label mouldings
‘garronnding énd enriching tbem. The north and south sides are
almost as rich in general ornamentation ae the front, The back part
of the building faces Tory street, between it and which lies the play
ground and out buildings, enclosed in by a galvanised iron fence
about soven feet high. From the main entrance, fronting Cambridge
terrace, springs the tower, which is B5ft. in height haviog in it
on the second storey a largejornamental niche, wherein is to be placed
2 statue of the patron saint of the college, The whole edifice, which
i three storeys, and the towers are of brick, plastered without and
plastered and stuccosd within. It may be interesting to know that
there were used in the construction of the College, over three-quarters
of a million of bricks, seven hundred casks of cement, close on one
hundred thousand feet of timber, and eight tons of corrugated iron.
The tower, which is two storeye in height is reached by a stair case
let into the wall from the second storey of the main building. One
apartment is darkened while the other or top one is well lighted, 1n
the lower will be placed an sstronomical observatory with all
modern appliances. Being the most elevated building in the city it
will be well adapted for purpose and will no doubt be folly esteemed
when any important traneit of the heavenly bodies or meteorlogical
disturbance is anticipated. From tbe fiat roof on the summit of
the tower, access to which is through a trap door, after ascending
a lofty step-ladder, a magnificent panoramie view is obtained, embrac-
ing a8 it does the entire city and out-lying suburbs, the wide extent
of Port Nicholson harbour, and the townships of Petone and the
sower Hutt, The public entrance to the College is gained by
means of a gradually ascending carriage way leading from
Cambridge terrace. After ascending a few broad stone steps and
passing through two sets of massive doors and a eplendid vestibule,
the vigitor finds bimeelf in a lofty corridor, running longitudinally
scrose the building and leading to a well-lighted study, 70i. by 26ft.,
fitted up with desks and other educational appliances, all of the most
modern pattern. At one end is a rostrum ; behind this is a large
lavatory, from which, by means of a side door, is the sccess to the
On this, the basement flocr, on either side of the vestibale are three
parlors, nicely fernished, also a large apartment intended for a library,
A waluable collection of ¢lassical, theological and philosophical stan-
dard works, consisting of several thousand volumes for the library
left by the late Very Kev. Father O'Reilly, will be placed in the apart-
ment directly, and wiil form an excellent nucleus of the splendid
library which is contemplated for the College., There is a side
entrance to Buckle street, and to the new cburch row in course of
erection on the piece of land fronting this street, some time since pur-
chaged for the purposes of a church. A 8ight of stone steps takes
you to the cellars, which are very spacious. Tov the rear of the cor-
ridor above-mentioned are the kitchen, pantries, scullery, and other
offices, and over which are the apartments for the domestics engaged
on the premises which at preseat consist of a matron (Miss Finnigan),
& peneral servapts, a gardener and a kitchen and errand boy. In the
kitchen is & 7ft, Leamiogtion range, which sepplies hot water to the
several lavatories and bedrooms in the upper stories, On the basement
floor are also sitnated the professers’and students’ dining rooms, Facing
the vestibnle is the main staircase built of Kaori with cedar balusirades
and rails. On reaching the second floor a similar corridor to that on
the ground floor runs across the bwlding north apd south, Tae
largest apartment on the floor is the dormitory, situated imme-
diately over and of similar dimensions to the etudy on the first floor.
It has two fireplaces and is thoroughly well ventilated and lighted,
An apartment is portioned off at one end of the dormitory for the
Prefect, Passing throngh the end of the dormitory a lavalory
is reached, which has & concrete floor and is filled up with basins on
two sides, bath rooms aod patent closets on another side, and on the
fourth side shelves and receptacles for the boy's reguiaites, On
this flaor is a large room which will be the museum., A very large
collection of curiosities bave been already collerted for the purpose
by the Rev, Fatber Le Menant des Chesnais, and will be placed therein
directly. The Hector's bedroem and sitting-room are on
this floor, at the south-eastern corner, as well as saveral class-
rooms, lectnre hall, and studies. A l\emporary oratory has
been improvised in the lecture hall, pending the com-
pletion of the church in course of erection adjoining the College,
On the third and top floor is another large dormitory, lavatory, etc,,
a8 off the middle floor. There are on this foor the bedrooms and
eitting-rooms for the professors and several parlours for the con.
wenience of the boarders, The professors’ rooms ure micely furnished,
‘but everything in the may of luxuries are excloded. Electrie belis

Thes is a capital supply of water laid on to all parta of the buildidg,
agd og “each flooy a Hoss is placed. The ventllatich:and.ssni
arrangements have been. well attended to; two large pipes are run
np on the ontside which will disphasgs all fowl air arising from the
drains and closets right over the top of the tower; The gas is laid
on to every corridor and compartment. In each class-room and study,
and in both the dormitoriea the very best and safest means have heen

rovided for-admitting the fresh air asd dissharging. the impure air,

be furnishing is not yet complete—a quantity of furniture, edunca-
tional requisites, and seientific applinnces being on their way cus from
Home, Akitchengarden will belaid off on one side of the laod between
the main building and Oambridge terrace ; the remainder will be planted
with trees and shrubs, The play-ground is situated between the back
of the laundry and Tory street, but though of very fair dimensions ia
not large enough for ericket or football; this, however, will be in &
great meaaure compensated for by the close proximity of the Basim
Reserve, in Buckle street. A large open shed is being erected, where
the boys may recreate themselves in wet wealher. The professors
are thinking of baving a ball-alley erected in a, portion of the play-
ground for hand-ball, This game is unknown to colenial youths, but
1s much practised by tha youth of Ireland and isa great favourite at
all Catholic seminaries and with young eeclesiastics, As is well
known, the Marist Pathers are to have the charga of the College. The
professorial staff at present consists of the Very Rer. Dr. Walters,
rector ; Fathers Carolan and Goggin, as classical and mathematical
teachers ; the Rev, Fathers Devoy, Seauzeau, snd Des Chesnais will
alao ageist in the other branches of higher education—the latter will
especially direct the astronomical studies, The well-known ability
of these teachers is a sufficient guarantee of the tone of the College
generally, The comfort of the boarders will be well looked atter,
and parents at & distanoca can-rest assured that their boys will enjoy
the pleasures of a private home daring the time they are within the
wa£ gf the College, The thorough saccess of this great and n
monginent of Catholic faith now rests in the handa of the Catho
pareutt.of the whole of New Zealaud, and it is to be sincerely hoped™,
that they will avail themselves of this great undertaking which their
generosity has helped to erect, Our non-Catholic citizens view the
Uollege with pride as an ornament to the city, and with amazement
at the gigantic undertaking of a comparatively small portion of the
people of New Zealand.
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808 OF THE PEOPLE.
e
{Correspondence of the Pilot.)

IN advocating the maintenance of the miserable snm of 900 fraocs
a year to each of the French clergy, which the Chamber aims at
withdrawing from them, M, Graundlien saysin Figaro that these
priests are ia an immense majority the sons of poor farmers; they
come from the farm and the plough ; they have raised themselves by
their own merit, and, in exchanpge for the iife of sacrifice and de-
votion which they lead in the depths of the rural districts, the State,
which scatters money abroad on eo many useless functions, grodges
them 900 francs a year. They have been exiled, guillotined, shot,
and they have never cursed their execctioners, The first act of the
successor of Mgr. Darboy, Arcbbishop of Paris, was to adopt, as a
father, the orphane of the Commune|! An unpublished letter of
FPather Lacordaire says of the country priest: - If Plato and
Bocrates had eeen this spectacle of a learned, serious man shotting
himself up in a village to cultivate the intelligence and the conscience
of poor peasants, to console and assist them by religion, they would
have been ravished with admiration; they would bave kissed the
ground on which these priests trod. Their appearance is
sometimes rnde and coarse, bnt under this rudeness there is more
force and devotion thar in the fine aristocracy. It i the blood of
the barbarians which regenerated the Roman Empire. It is again
this blood of the people which is the organ of all great deeds, and,
in particular, of priestly devotedness. Oue day Napoleon was sur-
prised by a storm and forced to take shelter in a cottage. As he stood
upon the threshold he saw an old priest passing by hurriediy, He
agked the priest where he was goicg such weather, ¢ Bir,’said the
priest, ' I am going to bring the last consalations of religicn toa
dying person.’ Nspoleon, touched, looked to bis suite, eaying.
‘ What manly stuff are our French priests made of’" If you ask
what are the best knowu names amongst the clergy of to-day, in the
Press and in the palpit, those that have a universal reputation—
Fatber Monsabré, Father Ollivier, Father Didon, Father Felix, you
find that they are children of the people, and that they bear in their
person and io their speech the strong imprint of their origin, taking
from this origin an indescribable strength and power which gives a
special action to their eloguence, And these are they whom the
Goveromeat, the champions of progress, cast out, digperse, proscribe !
Go still higher, these coloniasl bishops who are missionaries of the
French language and Freneh civilisation, these archbishops
and cardinals, against whose grants—eaten up by chariry
before being received—the deputias ery out, whence do they
come but from .the ranks of the people? There 18
Cardinal Gousset, who at the age of 17 did pot know how to read,
and who dug the ground ; Cardinal Regnier, seventh son of an Apjon
pessant ; Cardionals Mathien, Mozlot, Pie,—one coming from an cbscure
office desk, another from & carpenter’s shop, aad che third from a
cubbler’s stall. There ia the most glorious of all, Mgr. Dupanloop

bumbly repeating the sacred words : * Lifting up the poor out of
the danghill —.De stercors erigens pauperem.” 1Itis not a fraitful and
generous democracy, this wh.ch aims at crushing the moral end re-

ligions life of the nation, and of renderiog life impossible to the
powerful advooates of civilisation,
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The sure effects of Ayer's Sargaparilla are thorough and per.
manent. Lf there is a lurking talnt of scrofala about you, Ager's
Barsaparilla will dislodge it, and expel it from your systeta.

ayed -gver the entire building, from the tower to the kitdhgf



