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that she was cured: She could read the smallest print, and from
that time she continued gquite well,
Remarks. —This case seems clear enough. TUlceration of the
cornea of nearly a year's standiog cannot be cured by natural means
n nine days,
{0 be continued.)

RAILWAY REFORM AT HOME,

—_—————

A GEREAT deal bag been said and written of late as to railway
management in this and other countries, and we have been freely
told that here it is all that is bad, while at Home it is al) that conld
be desired. Now any comparison between the two is simply a piece of
absurdity, becanse at Home there is a dense and exceedingly busy
population, with thousands of manufactories and indostries, whilst
here the population and the industries have yet to arise. It may not
be uninteresting, however, to go folly into the guestion and see if
railway management in the old country is the “ns plus ultra™ of
perfection which interested agitators in the Colony would hava us
believe. That a belief exists in the necessity for a measure of reform
and reduaction in the rates and fares at present charged by railway
companies at Home is, I take it, clearly proved by the appointment
by the Government of a select committee to inguire into and report
upon the subject. Bearing in mind the saying attributed to an
American humourist, ©“ Never to prophesy unless you know,” I will
‘not attempt toforecast the ultimate result of the commistee’s labours,
but will merely mention the fact that a great number of people believe
that before long a total change will be made in the manner of calcu-
lating and fixing rates and fares, and considerable reductions
effected.

This belief i3 hased upon the idea or conviction that Mr. Gladstons
is a railway refurmer although the reasond forinvesting that gentle-
man with such a character ara very poor and remote, unless as is pro-
bably ,the case ** the wish is father to the thought.” It is certainly
true that he once advocated a cheap and quick mode of travelling,
and to him is mainly due the credit of compelling the railway com-
panies to rao one train each way, each day, and charge third-class pas.
sengers no more than 1d per mile but it must not be forgotten this was
some years ago, and * many things have happened since then,”

Assuming, however, that the belief here mentioned is corroct let
us gee how the changes and reductions will affect that large and
much enduring portion of the British public, the shareholders. I
venture to say the benefit to them or the public at largs will be very
slight indeed,

It is contended by the maonfacturers, merchants, eic., who
obtained the appointment of the commission, that reductions in the
freight, charges on certain goods between K certain points, more
especially between inland fowns and the sea coast womld enable
them to increase their trade and thus improve the receipts of the
various railway companies concerned, The first part of this argu-
ment is self-evident, but that the receipts of the companies wouald
generally inerease is, a8 a little examioation will show, utterly out of
the question. One of the principal areuments bronght before the
commissioners was that they (the inland manufscturers) ,owing in the
first place tn the heavy charges on ihe imported raw material from
the sea coast to their works, and then on the manufactured article back
on the const for shipment, were prevented from competing with any
chance of profit to themselves, with their brethren who are fortunate
enpugh to possess works near the varfous ports of shipment. This is
no doubtquite correct, and taking it for granted that such reductions
will be made as will enable them to seeure a larger share of business
10 themselves, what will be the effect on the revenue of the railway
companies? As it is not sugested by anyone. or can for a moment
be held that the changes asked for will be sufficient to improve the
general {rade of the comatry or biing back the prosperity of 9 or 10
years age, when it advanced by “leaps and bounds,” the

benefit to the public at large will be aiél. The only result
will be the transference of a certain amount of business from
one point to another, fuither inland, This will inoreaze some-
what the carriers’ receipts, by increasing the distance over
which the traffic has to pass; buc as to bring about thiz change
considerable reductions in the present charges must be made, the
ultimate benefit to the shareholders, if any, will be exceedingly
small, There are other points raised and very strongly urged by the
various geuntlemen esamined by the commissioners, such as the
moderabe charges on foreign as compared with Home manufactures,
ete, but as all tend to the same end, the prospect for the public is
iu no way improved. Bpeaking more especially from a sharebolder’s
point of view, I think it impossible to effeet anythiog like the neces-
sary reform in the working of railways by any such ¥ tinkering ™
with the matter, The measures adopled, to be effectual, must be of
a fur more sweeping and drastic nature. How comes it that although
38 years ago the dividends of the leading lines ranged from 8 to 10
per cent,, now with a vastly increased iraffic they eannot reach the
lowest of these figeres ? The secret lies in the uncontrollable managa-
ment, or rather mismanagement, It will doubtless seem strange to
many to talk abont uncoutrellable management, by which ia meant,
of eourse, the directorate.

Is not the adminpisiration of the railway companies practically
democratic? Ys not the repre-cotative system carried ont in its
entirety ? Sharsholders elect the directors and the directors in turn
elect their chairman ; a certain number of the Board retire at stated
intervals and have to be re-elected, thas placing it in the power of
the shareholders fo supersede them if so inclined. Theoretically this

© is g0. HExamined by the light of actuwal. facts what a different state
of things presenls itgelf, We find the directorate, instead of fulfiling
its functions as a deliberative body, each member possessing the like
powers, in most cases succumbs to the power of some one or two
members of superior talent, wealth, or strength of will, and the
msjority, after a short course of driil, become sa submissive that every
question ia decided by the course taken hy the one or two leadicg
spirits. Hetiring directors are re-elected without opposition, or if op-

posed, have so great a power of ensuring the defeat of their oppooents
that the Board becomes practically a parmaneat body, aad it is only in
the case of death or gross and palpable mismanagement that a
change can be effected, and not always in the latter event, as the
great straggla between the existing Board and the sharcholdera of
the Great Bastern Co. a few years since, ending in tha defeat of the
latter, conelusively proves,

The directors, though nominally the servants of the sharsholdera
do not look upon themselves in any such light and the majority of
them treat any attempt at dietation Erom those who have apointed
them as something to be at once aud peremptorily put down.
In this tkey are, unless in very rare instances, successfal, and so
far is the domineering spirit carried that in several cases which
have coms under my personal observativa, a simple amendment
to some one proposal of the Board was haughtily treated as a
want-of.confidence motion, and the autocratic chairman met it with
the remark that if theshareholders could not trust himself and his
colleagues they had better select_others. This had ani always has
the desired effect, and the offtimes, nervous individaals who had the
presumption to try and have a voice in the management of their own
affairs and the working of their own property, are silenced by the
fear the company’s interests would suffer by aoy disturbance, and
thus messures quite ab variance with their wishes are allowed to be
carried. But the chairman is no t always content with having earried
his point. Strong in the conscions profession of almost absolute
power, he sometimes actually insults the spokesman of the silenced
party by telling bim that if be is not satisfied he had better sell out
and invest his money in something else, and even this has been
exceeded for only some three years ago the chairman of one of the
northern lines told an objecting shareholder that if he did nob cease
raising objections at the half-yearly meetings, he {the chairman)
would obtain the necessary powera to expel said shareholder from
the Board-room, In this particular instance the shareholder was
objecting to an extension which he believed would not pay, and his
belief has since been proved, by the irresistible logic of facts, to
have been correst, But, some one may ask not thoroughly conver-
gaut with railway matters at Home, why was it that he, believing
the company was committed to a losing undertaking, did not act
upon the advice of the chairman, even if the giving of that advice
wag an insnlt, and disposs of his shares? For a very simple reason
in which self-interast was uppermost, Owing o tha declaration of a
disappointing dividend, shares bad fallen considerably, and bad he
sold it would have been at a loss, He therefore held on, knowing
that the losing extension could not bacompleted under two years,
and hoping the fluctusticas of the share-market in the interval
would eaable him to sell, if not at a profit, at least witbout sustain-

ing actual loss,
{ Concluded in our nemt.)

The brutal intolerance of the loyalista in Lurgan burst out again
last week, A Catholic clergyman was “mobbad ”in tha publie
straets, through which erowds of Orange rowdies, unrestrained by
the anthorities, paraded in the most violent manner, Other Catho-
lies also were attacked and cruelly maltreated, and when they
attempted to seek the protection of houses the windows were
smaghad into smithereens by those pious advocatea of “law and
order,” Appropriately enough the crowd varied their barbarous
amusement by giving cheers for the Prince of Wales |—Nation,

At the ceremony on the Capilol, when revolutionary Italy laid
the first stone of & wmonument to Victor Emanuel, the Prime
Minister, Depretis threw down the gauntlet of defiance;to the
Vatican, The day was well chosea—Passion 8uaday—which will
remind posterity that ¥ Christ is once more captive in His Vicar,”
No fittee place, said Depretis, could be found for the great king
than that spot which t:ems with memories of ancient and wmodern
times. Ha sketched the glorious deeds of Victor Emannel, whom
the peopls by “a plebisoite of love” proclaimed the gentleman-
king, and by a plebiscite of sorrow the father of his couatry. He
recalled those famous words which showed the faith of the dead
monarch in the regeneration of Italy: * In Rome we are, and in
Home we will remain,” He apostrophised the queen as the “honour,
example, and highest ideal of Italian women,” and hoped that * for
many long years she would come to that classic spot in Aer amn
Rome to sontemplate the image of the king who had made her
country one,” Depretis is not the first who has stood on the Capitol
and vaunted the eternity of a new regime. Rienzi was oncs there a
tribune of the people, proplaiming respect for the Pope and the
glory of an independent republic ; Arnold of Bresola sueceedo? him,
with the fixed idea of % subverting the immovable rock of St. Pater,”
Then came Poreart, in 1433, influmed with a desira of restoring the
grandeur of pagan days, He spoke of conntry, of liberty, cf glory,
of immortal fame, and did not forgaet to remind his followers that
the sack of the Papal palace would produce a million ferins in gold.
In a fow days he was daogling by the neck from the batilements of
Castle Bant' Angele. In 1798 General Berthier with a French army
enterad the city to liberate Rome from the popes. He took up his
residence in the Apostolic palace of the Quirinal, and ¢u the fifteenth
of February proclaimed the Republic of the Tiber from the heights
of the Capitol. He iuvoked * the shades of Pompey, of €ato, and of
Brutus,to accept the homags of free Frenchmen. The eons of Ganl
came with an olive branch to set np the aitar of liberty first erected
by Brutus, The Roman people should arouse themselves and emulate
their ancient greatness and the virtuas of their ancestora’™ Again,
in 1849, the Papacy was declared defaneb, and Muzzarellf, Armellini,
and Mariani anuouanced to the psople,—* The Roman Republic was
proclaimed to-day from the Capitol. The Roman Hepublic will be
eternal and prosperous.” So said Victor Emanuel in 1870 ; so says
Dapretis in 1885, But while pompons words are calling up the
memories of Paganism, the prayers of the Church are besieging the
throne of God for the annihilation and route of Humbert, Depretis,
aad Co, The monument on the Capitol will be their cumbstone, and
their own motto their epitaph,



