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CHAPTER XV.— (Continued.)
Eye Cases— IncludingInflammations, Cataeaot, Blindnesr

fbom Vabious Causes, and ExophthalmicGoitre.
No. 125. Defective Sight(Vol. iv., p..139).— Mile. Julienne

Lamarque,of Oboix,diocese of Tarbes, aged 30 years. la 1868 she
hadbeen sufferingfor twoyearsfrom the eyes;vision wasverymuch
impaired,so that she could not guide herself. Remedies produced
do effect, andshehad abandoned them.

She washedherself in the Grotto,and foundherself cured in a
moment. Since then she can sse perfectly, and does not feel the
slightest pain(dated September15, 1871).

No. 126. Neubalgiaof Eyes, following Opekation fob
Cataract (Vol. iv., p. 138).

—
Angelique Segay, of Bordeaux, had

been blind since birth;was operatedon in 1867 forcataract. There
followed veryviolentneuralgia in theeyes, which caused severepain

0-fcr18 months. Medical treatmentaffordedno relief.
On the 4th February, 1869, the first lotion of Lourdes water

suddenly took away thepains, whichhavenever siace returned (Bth
September,1871).

Remarks.
—

This case is narrated verybriefly by the patienther-
self. Itis a wonderful andquiteexceptionalnarrativeby a woman,
of a cure of herself, told without an unnecessary word.- 0, si sic
omnes! Although itmay be alleged that a neuralgia of 18 months'
duration might be suddenly curedby any powerful mental emotion—

audIdonot claimthe cure assupernatural,yetit is inserted asa
uniquespecimen.

No. 127. Blindness of One Eye (Vol. iv., p.104).— Jean
Pierre Fanque and his wife, of Montaignan-Barcuignan,diocese of
Auch. relate that in May, 1870, their daughter, Catherine, aged
9 years, was brought to the Grotto by her mother and aunt. The
childhad almost entirely lost an eye. The doctors had employed
allremedies invain. The eye,shrinking moreand more, was visibly
dwindling away.

The child,having washed herself inthe fountain, cried, "Step,
mnmma! lam cured,lam cured 1 Isee!

"
The eyehadrecovered

suddenly bothsight and itsnatural form. The cure had been per-
manent 14 months afterwards.

No. 128. Intermittent Congestion of Retina (Vol. iii., p.
185).— Francoise Majeste,of Tarbes (1Rue des Jardins), aged60 (at
the time of thenarrative).

About three years befoie the apparitions at Lourdes,- she was
subject to momentary lapsesof sight. Shehadsuffered much from
other illness, but this affection would come upon her quite
suddenly, and without any warning. A thick fog [brouillard]
envelopedher eyes,andrapidly grew darker, and then the light dis-
appearedaltogether. The patient,plunged, asit were, into midnight
darkness, was obliged tostop immediately ;she used to rub her eyes
and wait. Verysoon the ligbt would re-appear. There was no pain
and no sensible alteration in the.eyes, bhe consulted aphysician,
but after various experiments, as she pressed him to tell her the
trutb, the doctorsaid,"Imust tell you thatIfear Ican donothing."""But," she replied, "do you think that 1bhall become blind." He
answered,"1donot know."

When she heard of the miraculous cures at the Grotto, she
wouldnot at firstgo, thoughurged to do so by hur neighbours. She
said,"Idonot yet feel confidence;if God sends it to me,Iwill go."

At length— it was the beginning of May, 1858— she prepared
togo

She washedher eyes with the water, withgreat faithinits super-
naturalpowers, and felt that she wascured.

Fromthat time— May, 1858— uutil 1870, not for a single time,
not for a single second, had she suffertd from the attacks of tem-
porary blindness.

Remarks.
—

Inthe absenceof all ophthalmiscopic details,we can
only gue.'-s that this was a case of intermittent congestion of the
retina. Its sudden disappearance may not be considered super-
natural, but taken with the many other cases of eyedisease curedby
the water, it seems worthrecording.

)*> No. 129. Ophthalmia(Vol. iii., p. 160).— Child of Madame'*
Capelle. This is a very badlydescribed case of chronic ophthalmia
in a young child, who seems tohavebeen suffering for severalmonths
and to havelost the sight of oneeye almost entirely. It was only
withgreat difficulty,andafter many efforts, thathe coulddistinguish
objects,and then very imperfectly. Slight ameliorations occurred
from time to time,but they lasted only a short time. . . . After
a third novena in honour of Our Lady ofLourdes, during which
weceased themeof everyother remedy,in order to employ only the
miraculous water,the child recovered bightperfectly,andsince then
(August 15), theFeast of the Assumption, and the last day of the
novena,noalarmingsymptomhas appeared. "

Tltecure is soperfect
that we seemto be dreaming while lookingat these two poor, dear,
littleeyes, formerly so suffering, so swollen, so destituteof eyelashes,
and now sobright andsoperfectly cured."

iSemarks
—

This case is so imperfectlynarrated that it wouldnot
havebeen publishedbut for the concluding lines, quoted from the
mother's account, and which, coupled with the fervidexpressionof
anxiety,andof thanks andgratitude,show that a real miracle had,
in the mother's opinion,beenperformed.

In this, as inall the other cases of chronic inflammationof the
eyes narrated, it must be borue in mind that there is nosuch cure

known in medicine, as a careof chronio ophthalmiain a few days.
When such cases aiecured, itis alwaysby weeks or months of treat-
ment, and then rarely without change of air, or mode of life.
Therefore when a case is curedafter bathing theeyeswithcold water
for nine days, we maysafely say that there was some supernatural
virtue in the water.

No.130. Strabismus, ok Squint (Vol. iii,p. 41).— HenrideSt.
Remy, of Bordeaux, had been from the age of four,asufferer from
strabismus ;besides this, the affected eye having become gradually
weaker, andinsensible to light, thechild wascompelled totakemost
amazingprecautionsin pursuing his studies. He obtained from the
Rev.Father, theRector of the College, the permission to make a
novenatoOurLady of Lourdes.

His confidence was sogreat thathehadnodoubts:"YouwillBee," said he
"

thatIshallbe cured." Arrived at the Grotto a deep
discouragement took possession of him;he did notdaTe tohope;
suddenly at the moment of Holy Communion, he experienced an
inward assuranceof cure . . . Being able at length to approach
the fountain,he washed init, felt three prickings in the bad eye,
and looked around him.

"
You donot squint anymore," cried one

of his young companions to him. And this was quite true. Dr.
Sous, an oculist of Bordeaux, who had treated the diseasehimself
without success, has ascertained the reality of the cure. The
strabismus no longer exists, and the sight of the eye,still feeble,
improvesevery day.

No.131. RetinalApoplexy (Vol.ii., p.156).— Madame Mar-
guerite Lazennac (nun), of Rennes (in religion St. Mariede St.
Charles). InApril, 1868, experiencedgreat painon the left side of
theheadand forehead;foundatthe same time that the sight of the
lefteye was weakening;wassoonhardly able to see with that eye;
the doctor (Regnault) said that the sight wasalmost lost.

He treatedher for a month,but withoutany benefit,and inJune
following the eyebecame insensible to light, with the pupil widely
dilated;she had pains in the forehead andheadon the left side,
with a feelingof constriction whichat nightpreventedsleep. The
doctor said to the Mother Superior that there wasno remedy, that
the eye had "largeclotsof blood, thatit had been attackedby an
apoplexy."

From that time therighteye became very weak. On the 25th
November,1869,she felt a dullpainin thewhole forehead,and per-
ceived that the sight of the right eye was much-worse. "" Fora
year this eye, which was very weak, had been unable to bear
abrightlight, butas it wassensibly weaker we sent for Dr.Regnault
on the Ist December, who looked at it attentively, but could see
nothing on the exterior of the eye. The next day be examinedit
withinstruments [ophthalmiscopic],the Sister couldonlydistinguish
them as shadows. On the sth and 7th she put adrop of collymim
inthe eye; for the whole day afterwards she saw less, andsuffered
much;on the 7th andBthshe ceased to be able to reador write;
she saw nothing but shadows, and had nothing but aglimmer of
light to guide herself by ; the least rayof white light caused hera
sharppainin the right eye; the left remained insensible to every-
thing."

To go back,it shouldbe mentioned thatonthe secondof Decem-
ber a novena bad been commenced to Our Lady of Lourdes, and
every day the eyes were bathed with Lourdes water. On theBth of
December (the feast of the Immaculate Conception), there was
Expositionand Benedictionof the Most Holy Sacrament.* When
the candles were lit, their light caused her severesuffering; she put
her hands beforeher face, andbent downherheadprofoundly during
the moment of the Benediction, then raising her head she looked
towards the image of the Saviour which was placed overthe altar.
To herastonishment she could seeevery feature in the face of the
figure. She was at16metres(more than 17 yards) from the image,
whichis placed at anelevationof 7metres. Thinking that she was
deceivingherself sbe shut her eyes,and again openedthem. She
could then see everythingon the altar, andall thelights, which she
couldhavecounted' without the least inconvenience. She told the
Superioress, and that she could see better with the left eye which
had been entirely blind for 30 months, than with the right. The
next day the sight of theright eyewasstronger, and on the last day
of thenovenaie wasas goodas that of theleft. The evening of her
cure the Sister repd aloud, in therefectory, by the light of a wax
candle, andshe had, tip to the date of the certificate (18th Decem-
ber),done so everyday,inbooks of small type, for half anhour to
the lay Sisters. The Superioress adds, "Itmay be said that she has
receivedsight asperfect as that of her first youth."

Datedat Keunes, 18th December,1869.
(Signed) MaegdeeiteLazennac.

(Inreligion,St. Marie de St. Charles), the Superioress andseveral
other Sisters.
Icertify that the present narrative is conformable to the truth,

having myself been witnessto the facts.
Rennes,Dec. 23, 1869. Bessaiche,Vicar-General.
No. 132, Ulcekation of Cobnea; Blindness (Vol. ii.,p.

145).
—

The followingaccount is communicated by a priest of Tou-
louse, who vouches for it :—

In the convent of the Sisters of St. Joseph, at Toulouse, there
wasa youngpupil who for nearly a year had been threatened with
the loss of sight, and from January, 1869, was obliged to interrupt
her studies. Treated successively by two clever surgeon oculists of
Toulouse,she hadobtained no improvement in her sight, and they
declared thatnocure was to be expected. The first assured her that
she would be blind;the second explained that the.ulcers having
produced a sort of burning [bruture], which had destroyed an
essential part of the eye, it was not possible to repair the injury
which had been done.

On the 20th of November anovena forher cure wascommenced
toOur Lady of Lourdes. On Sunday, the 28th, the day when the
novenaterminated,she was found weepingafter Mass, and declared

*Itmaybe mentioned,tor the sake of non-Catholic readers, that on these
occasions theBlessed Sacrament is placedinamonstrance on the highaltar, which
is brilliantlyilluminated with numerous candles

—
never less than eighteen, and

generally double thatnumber,or more.
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