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apoatatised, had not England, Beotland, France? ‘I do not believe,
that the Irish nation will ever follow their fatal example,” he added
“* but I do believe it would be nothing short of eriminal rashness to
axpote it to the danger or temptation of doing so. I canfind no
evidence of & Divine promise made to rny nation any more than to
our own guarantecing to it the indefectibility of its faith in all
circamstances, Neither can I seo any solid grounds for believing in
& 8pecial exceptional Providencs which wonld save Jrish multitudes
any more than Irish individuals from renouncing their allegiance to
the Charch in a paroxysm of passion, eifher in retaliation for some
imaginary interference with their political freedom or to avenge
an insnlt or an affront which they had rashly assumed bad been
offered to them by the Holy See.—Yet we know, although Dr. Nulty
does not recall it to uy, that pressure of the closest nature has been
brought npon the Pope to persnade him to subject the faith of the

Irish peopls to such a trial.—Advantage bas been taken of the Pope's
helpless state to importuse bim in this matter and,
apart from all considerations except those that are worldly,

how could the Pope be beiter situated for the purpose
in question?—A feeble old man enduring imprisonment ; subject
to endless anxieties ; weak in his physical health ; and, as delicate
old men are commonly, longing for rest and freedom from harassing
cares ; troubled, moreover, with regard to those who are dependent
upon kim, and desirous, if poesible, to' makesuch terms for them as would
ensnre their welfare and safety—not to speak of the great interests of
the Church which he bas at heart, for in considering only the worldly
sspect of the matter we can hardly make any mention of them. Such
an old man and so sitnated is addressed by one of the greatest Powera
of Europe or the world, and humbly asked to interfere in ita internal
policy, and on its bebalf control a people whom it is unable to
subdue to its will. And can we believe that the, Pope would be asked
to do this without the expectation of reward? Hogland, we are
told, is so powerfal in the connsels of Italy that the bare will of the
Prince of Wales made known at the Quirinal has sufficed to preserve
intact, and in the very teeth of Italian laws, certain ecclesiastical
egtablishments in the Eternal City, and what, therefore, might not a
complaisant Pope expect from her good offices? But Leo XIIL, in
wpite of all his trials, in spite of the great temptations placed before
him, and in the midst of his difficulties, has first of sll considered
the interests of his faithful Irish children, and done that which was
necessary to make himeelf acquainted with what were their trne
wants, and how their cause might justly be decided, He rejected
the ambassados of England, and summoned to his side the bishops
of the Irish Church, that from their lips he might learn the frath
and, on the aceurate information they of all men conld the best
gopply him with, take ateps for the guidance of the Jrish people and
instruet them how to act. * By citing,” says Dz, Nulty, * ¢ the repre-
sentatives of the various shades of opinion in the Ivish episcopate
he hag shown his determination to ascertain with precision and
certainty the intrinsic merits of the gnestions on which they may be
divided, and he bas chosen lhe simplest, the easiest, and most in-
fallible method possible for ascertaining the truth, not only on these
questions, but on every disputed quesiion of faith or of doctrine that
oan ever possibly arise. He has shown, too, that he has totally dis-
carded the dubiouns, the suspicious, the prejndiced and misleading
channels through which information on Irish public questions may
hitherto have reached him, Henceforth he is determined to believe
nothing of us except what we tell him curselves throngh the bishopa
that wilt represent us, Of his own proper accord, and without a
suggestion from any quarter, be has choeen the readiest and the
most effective method possible, for ascertaining the whole troth on
every Irish queation with clearness, precision, and infallible cer;
tainty,” And Dr. Nulty adds that the Irish bishops go to Bome
substantially united on every question, even on those that relate to
politiecs—Dr, Delavey, of Cork, for example, whose directions to
honour the Prince of Wales were even ‘resisted in so meek and un-
expected a quarter as the convent of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd,
substantially agreeing with Dr. Croke, of Cashel, whose name wag
cheered by the crowd in honourable position between those of the
Mahdi and the Ozar. The end of the bishops is evidently the same,
althongh they may differ as to the means of bringing about that end.
But all will be laid truly and clearly before the Pope by the bishops
the friends of the people and of the national cause, and he will
decide without fear or favour—of which, indeed, we have received a
aure earnest in the delegates he has chosen and those he has rejected.
There is no room, then, for anxiety as to the aititude of Rome towards
Treland. There is no danger that & trial will arise to the faith of
Ireland from the action of the Pope towards the national canse, and

all these rumours that reach us as to the choice of bishops, and the
consultation of English antborities may be treated with contempt,
The Pope bas already publicly recognised the dignity and indepen-
dence of the Irish people, and his whole line of action will be con-
gistent with what he bas done, The cause of Ireland is in good
hands, and we may leave it there with confidence.

WE may take some credit to omrselves because
BUROPE AGAINST eatly in the dispute between England and Russia
ENGLAND,  we gave it as onr seitled conviction that not only
wag the boldness of the Russian demands due in
great part to the support of Germavy, but that the cause of offence
which had set Berlin, or Varzin perbaps moere properly, in opposition
to London, was to be found in the liberal policy, or advancing
democracy, of the English Government, And by the arrival of the
last English papers we find that we have been very remarkably
borne out by both the English and the German Press.—The Londsn
Times, for example, declares that the attitude of Germany in the
impending war would be little short of opemly hostile, * Both at
Berlin and 8t. Petersburg,” it says, « the impression is that the
aftitude of the German power towards this country will be ove of
neutrahty, and scarcely of benevolent neutrality, To attempt to
locahse Ao Asig a conflict between Enpgland and Russia wonld be to
cripple us where we .re naturally st.rongest—on the seas, To keep
Turkey rigidly in the positton of a-neutral would be, asis indeed
avowed, with the object of exclnding the British fieet from the Black
Bea, and allowing the Russian Government to organise its forces for
service'in Central Asia from the base.” According to the correspon-
dent of the Times at Paris, moreover, the task of preventing the Tur
kish Government from coming to England’s assistance, if it were ander~
taken by Germany, as the Times suggests, need be po very difficult
one. The correspondent narrates a conversation which he had held
with a certain Turk, a personage, he sayr, ¥ whose words have great
weight as indications of the idess of hiz Govérument,” and who
expressed A mistrust of England and s feeling of mortification
and anger at the manner in which she had treated his coun-
try, infinitely preferring the methods of Russia, who had die-
membered the Turkish Empire after an open war and defeat.
Eogland, on the coantrary, had invidionsly offered to introduce
the Turks into Egypt under her own protection, and to show
them to a subject nation as ooeying a people that was not
Mabomedan “ It was done " he added, “and she knows it well—io
prevent na from going there while pretending to invite us, In the
same way, she has asked us to go to the Sondan, but has refused o
allow ns to enter Egypt, She has requested us to return home by
the Bagk-staire. We have replied that we will only do so by the front
door. Shebrings forward the question of the Enez Canal, but she
cannot pretend to protect it against all Europe., What
we proposed was to protect it yor all Europe. That shomld
deprive her of all pretext for remaining there.”—The title of Perfide
Albion then, hag for the Turk ar especial meaning and one that may
also prove to have some significance for England herself,—This
Turkish anthority further referred to the position of the Afghans who
he said, were already virtually assimilated to Russis.—%The
English," he aaid, “do not know how to assimilate these countries,
waich are in their nature and in the manners and castoms of their
inhabitants so much like Russia. And everything leads to the sup-
position that war will not break ont, because England haa not with
ber the most indispensable glement in the strife—that is to say, tbe
Afghan element—and thia will relieve us from the necessity of pro-
nouncing for one or the other, or showing to what elde we should
lean were we compelled to indicate our opinions.”—The decision, we
need hardly say, was not one fiattering to English pride—But to
return to Germany—as we gaid, we, from the first, believed that the
part we understood her to be acting againet English interests was
provoked by the Liberalism of the Gladstone Cabinet and perhaps
by the still more advanced Liberalism that must hereafter obtain—
and we find so mach stated in plain terms by an Aunstrian paper, the
Neus Wiener Taghlats, which is quoted by the Viepna correspondent
of the Times, thus—* One cannot understand the sympathy felt for
Russia in German Governmental circles, as the overgrowth of Russia
would certainly put Germany in peril. Nevertheless, it hag become
evident that Germany is on the side of Russia. England's sin
is doubtless that of her Liberal Cabinef, which has not allowed her
to be carried along by the Reactionary currents of Continental
policy.”—But as to the opinion of the German Press, the following
pasaage taken from the Berlin correspondence of the Zimes will
suffice to illustrate it.—‘Here area few straws showing which way
the wind is at present blowing here. In an article entitled * 1855
and 1885 ' the Kreus Zeitung remarks '—* Certainly we are on a very
good and friendly footing with England. But then these relations
must always be of a somewhat platonic character, seeing that
England can neither injure nor benefit us very much. But Russia i
our mefghbour, with whom we have to reckon, for in every great
crisis of our existence much must depend on her attitmde. How,
then, can it be doubted, how is it possible to weigh for a moment,
what our place would have to be if, in the event of a colligion
between England and Bussia, we were compelled to declare for one
or the other § * Another Conservative organ, the Reichsbote, writes :—
‘We Germans have no interest at stake in the guarrel,
aud therefore we can maintain a purely observant attitude
But this mudh we may say, thatif England's supremacy on the ocear
and in the world’s markets be not sooner or later broken Germany



