
apostatised,had not England, Scotland,France? "Idonot believe.
that theIrishnationwilleverfollow their fatalexample,"be added"bntIdobelieveit wonldbe nothing short of criminalrashness to
expose it tothe danger or temptation of doing so. Icanfindno
evidenceof aDivinepromisemadetoanynationany more than to
our own guaranteeing to it the indefectibility of its faith inall
circumstances. Neither canIseeanysolid grounds for believing in
aspecialexceptionalProvidencewhich wouldsave Irish multitudes
anymore thanIrishindividuals fromrenouncing their allegiance to
theChurch inaparoxysmof passion,either inretaliation for some
imaginary interference with their political freedom or to avenge
aninsultor an affront which they had rashly assumed had been
offeredtothemby theHoly See.

—
Yetweknow, although Dr. Nulty

doesnot recallit tous, thatpressureof theclosest nature has been
brought nponthePope topersuadehim to subject the faith cf the.
Irish peopleto such a trial.

—
Advantagehas been takenofthe Pope's

helpless state to importune him in this matter and,
apart from all considerations except those that are worldly,
how could the Pope be better situated for the purpose
in question?

—
A feeble old man enduring imprisonment;subject

toendless anxieties;weakinbis physical health; and, as delicate
oldmenare commonly,longing for rest and freedom from harassing
cares;troubled,moreover, with regard to those who aredependent
uponMm,anddesirous,ifpossible,tomakesuchtermsfor themaswould
ensure their welfare andsafety— not tospeakof the greatinterests of
the Church whichhehas atheart, forin considering only the worldly
aspectof thematter we canhardlymakeanymention of them. Such
anoldman andsosituated is addressed by oneofthe greatestPowers
of Europe or theworld,andhumbly asked to interfereinits internal
policy, and on its behalf control a people whom it is unable to
subdue to its will. Andcan webelievethat the,,Popewouldbe asked
to do this without the expectation of reward? England, we aie
told,is so powerfalin the counselsof Italy that the bare will of the
Prince of Wales made knownatthe Quirinalhas sufficed topreserve
intact,and in the very teeth of Italian laws, certain ecclesiastical
establishmentsin theEternalCity,and what, therefore, might not a
complaisantPopeexpectfrom her good offices1 Bat Leo XIII,, in
spiteof allhistrials,inspiteof the great temptationsplacedbefore
him,andin themidstof his difficulties, has first of all considered
the interestsof his faithfulIrish children, and done that whichwas
necessary to make himself acquainted with what were their true
wants,and howtheir cause might justly be decided. He rejected
the ambassadois of England, andsummoned to his side the bishops
of the Irish Church, that from their lips he might learn the troth
and, on the accurate information they of all men could the best
supply him with, take steps for theguidance of the Irish people and
instruct themhow to act. "By citing," saysDj.Nulty, "'the repre-
sentatives of the various shades of opinion in the Irish episcopate
he has shown his determination to ascertain with precision and
certainty the intrinsic merits of thequestionsouwhich they may be
divided,andhehas chosen the simplest, the easiest, and most in-
falliblemethodpossiblefor ascertaining the truth,not only on these
questions,but onevery disputedquestion of faithor of doctrine that
caneverpossibly arise. Hehas shown, too, that he has totally dis.-
cardedthe dubious, the suspicious, the prejudiced and misleading
channels through whichinformation on Irish public questions may
hithertohavereached him. Henceforth he is determined to believe
nothingof us exceptwhat we tell him ourselves through thebishops
that will represent us. Of his own proper accord, and without a
suggestion from any quarter,he has chosen the readiest and the
mosteffective methodpossible,forascertaining the whole truth on
every Irish question with clearness, precision, and infallible cer?
tainty." AndDr. Nulty adds that the Irish bishops go to Borne
substantially united oneveryquestion,even on those that relate to
politics

—
Br. Delaney, of Cork, for example, whose directions to

honour thePrince of Wales wereevenresisted in so meek and un-
expectedaquarterastheconventof the Sistersof the Good Shepherd)
substantially agreeing withDr. Croke, of Cashel, whose name was
cheeredby thecrowd in honourableposition, between those of the
Mahdiand the Czar. The endof thebishops is evidently the same,
although they may differ asto themeansof bringing about thatend*
Bntall willbe laid truly andclearly before thePopeby the bishops*
the friends of the people and of the national cause, and he will
decidewithout fear orfavour

—
of which, indeed,we have received a

sure earnest in thedelegateshehas chosen and thosehe hasrejected.
Thereisnoroom, then, foranxietyasto theattitude of Borne towards
Ireland. Thereis nodanger thata trial will arise to the faith of
Irelandfrom the actionof the Pope towardsthenational cause, and
allthese rumoursthat reachus asto the choice of bishops, and. the
consultationof English authorities may be treated with contempt.
The Pope hasalreadypublicly recognised the dignity and indepen-
dence of theIrish people,andhis whole line of action will be con-

sistent with what he has done. The cause of Ireland is in good
hands,and wemayleaveit therewithconfidence.

We may take some credit to ourselves because
1 early in the dispute between England and Russia
wegaveitas our settled conviction that not only
was the boldness of the Russian, demands duein

greatpartto thesupportof Germany, but that the cause of offence
which hadsetBerlin,or Yarzin perhapsmoreproperly, inopposition
to London, was to be found in the liberal policy, or advancing
democracy, of theEnglish Government, And by thearrivalof the
last English papers we find that wehave been very remarkably
borne outbyboth theEnglish and the German Press.— The London
Times, for example, declares that the attitude of Germany in the
impending war would be little short of openly hostile. "Bothat
Berlin and St. Petersburg," it says,

"
the impression is that the

attitude of theGermanpower towards this country will be one of
neutralijjy,and scarcely of benevolent neutrality. To attempt to
localiseJnAsiaaconflict between England and Russiawould beto
cripple us wherewe <.renaturally strongest— on the seas. To keep
Turkey rigidly in the position of a neutral woulo- be, asis indeed
avowed, withthe object of excluding theBritish fleet fromtheBlack
Sea,andallowing theRussian Governmenttoorganise its forces for
service*inCentral A6ia from thebase." According to the correspon-
dent of theTimes aXParis,moreover, the task of preventing the Tut;
kishGovernmentfromcomingtoEngland's assistance,ifit wereunder-
takenby Germany,as the Times suggests, need be no verydifficult
one. The correspondentnarrates a conversation whichhehadheld
withacertain Turk, a personage,he says," whose words have great
weight as indications of the ideas of his Government,"and who
expressed a mistrust of England and a feeling of mortification
and anger at the manner in which she had treatedhis coun-
try, infinitely preferring the methods of Russia, who had dis-
membered the Turkish Empire after an open war and defeat.
England, on the contrary, bad invidiously offered to introduce
the Turks into Egypt under her own protection, and to show
them to a subject nation as ooeying a people that was not
Mahomedan"Itwasdone "headded, "and she knowsit well— -to
preventus from going there whilepretending to invite us. In the
same way,shehas askedus to go to the Soudan,bat has refused to
allow us to enter Egypt. She has requestedustoreturn home by
theHack-stairs. We haverepliedthat wewill only dosoby the front
door. She brings forward the questionof the Suez Oanal, but she
cannot pretend to protect it against all Europe. What
we proposed was to protect it jor all Europe. That should
depriveher of all pretextfor remaining there."

—
The title ofPerfide

Albionthen, hasfor the Turk anespecialmeaning andone that may
al6o prove to have some significance for England herself.

—
This

Turkish authority furtherreferred to the positionoftheAfghans who
he said, were already virtually assimilated to Russia.

—
"The

English," he said, "donot knowhow to assimilate these countries,
which areintheir nature andin the manners and castoms of their'
inhabitants somuchlikeRussia. Andeverything leads to the sup-
position that war willnot break out,because England has not with
her themost indispensableelement in thestrife

—
that is to say, the

Afghanelement
—

and this will relieveus from thenecessity of pro-
nouncing for one or the other, or showing towhatside weshould
lean were we compelled to indicate ouropinions."

—
The decision,we

needhardly say,was not one flattering to English pride.
—

But to
return to Germany

—
as wesaid,we, from the first,believedthat the

part weunderstoodher to be acting against English interests was
provokedby theLiberalismof the Gladstone Cabinet and perhaps
by the still moreadvancedLiberalismthatmust hereafter obtain

—
and we find somuch statedinplain terms by anAustrian paper,the
Neve Wiener Tagblatt, whichis quotedby theVienna correspondent
of the Times,thus— "

One cannotunderstand the sympathy felt for
Russia inGerman Governmentalcircles,as the overgrowthof Russia
wouldcertainlyput Germany inperil. Nevertheless,ithas become
evident that Germany is on the side of Russia. England's sin
is doubtless thatof her Liberal Cabinet,whichhas not allowed her
to be carried along by the Reactionary currents of Continental
policy."

—
Butas tothe opinionof the German Press, the following

passage taken from the Berlin correspondence of the Times will
suffice to illustrateit.

—
''Herearea few straws showing which way

the wind is at presentblowing here. In an article entitled '1855
and 1885

'
the Kretiz Zeitung remarks:— 'Certainly weareonavery

goodand friendly footing withEngland. But then these relations
must always be of a somewhat platonic character, seeing that
England can neitherinjure nor benefitus verymuch. ButRussia is
our neighbour, with whom we have to reckon, for in everygreat
crisis of our existence much must depend on her attitude. How,
then, canitbe doubted, how is it possible to weighfor amoment,
what our place would have to be if, in the event of a collision
between EnglandandRussia, we werecompelledto declare for one
or the other7

'
Another Conservativeorgan,theReichsbote,writes :—:

—
'We Germans have no interest at stake in the quarrel,
and therefore we can maintain a purely observant attitude.
But this much wemaysay, thatif England'ssupremacyonthe ocean
andinthe world'smarketsbenot sooner or later broken Germans
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