
Friday.
The Wellington Press says:— His Worship the Resident Magistrate
delivered two very carious judgments. Twodefendantswerecharged
withcontravening the enactmentsof

"
The Employment of Females

and Others Act1881," inasmuch asthey didnot give their assistants
holiday on Saturday afternoon, as provided by law. Both were
provedguilty, andof coursehad to be punished. The defence ses.upinonecasewas that thegirl inquestion wasstaying of her own
accord to make up time she hadlost through coming late. His Wor-
ship said that in.that case the fine woulddoubtless come out of her
pocket. Itseemshard thatbecauseanemployer of labourbreaksthelaw, the sovant, who probably had nodesire to work, bnthadno
power torefuse, shouldhavetopay thepenalty. Inthe othercaseit
was alleged that thegirl was no~t a factory operativeunder the Act;
she wasengaged to carryparcels,mind the shop, and fill up herspare (?) timein the workroom. His Worship held that she could
not be employedin the workroom after 2 p.m.on Saturdays withoutinfringing theAct, but suggested,asameansof evading the law, that
thegirl shouldbe employedin the workroom until2 p.m., and then
put into the shopas asaleswoman1 Itis proverbially easy to drivea
coach and six through an Act of Parliament, butit is somewhat
unasaal toseea magistrateacting asa finger-poston theroad.Further particulars published in Melbourne regarding theSimpeon's roadbank robberyshow the affair tohave been skilfully
prepared and carried into execution. The robbers effected an
entrance into thebuilding through a windowandawaitedthearrivalof themanager andhis assistant inside thebank. Theattack wassosudden that resistance was impossibleon thepartof thevictims, whowere gagged and bound hand and foot andplacedunder a table,where they wereeventually discovered. The total proceeds of therobbery amount to £1165. A reward of £550 is offered by theNationalBank of Australasia for such informationas will leadto the
arrest and conviction of the criminals. The police are actively
prosecuting their investigations, but up to the present have been
unsuccessful in theirendeavourstoobtain aclue.

Saturday.
Eight hundred tenders werereceivedfor theNew Zealandloancovering £8,860,000.
I(Wellington correspondentof theDaily Times') learnon good

authority that tie minimum at which the^newloanis allotedis £100
3s 6d, and not

" £103 3s 6d
"

as stated in the evening papers.Ministers are jubilant at the successof the loan,which, of course,theyattributeto the English capitalists1confidencein their finance.Experienced commercial authorities here, however, are inclinedtoattributethe resultrather to the extremedepressionof British trade,lack of confidenceat Home, and the difficulty of finding good in-vestments for capital, to whichalso has tobe added the confidencealways feltby the Britishpublic atlargein the real solvency and
vast resourcesof this Colony.

M.deFreycinet,Minister for Foreignaffairs, is making inquiries
regardingthe allegedreligious persecutionsatthe Loyalty Islands.Sir PeterLumsdenexpresses a doubt whetherpeace will be pre-
served betweenEngland and Russia. There aie now15,000 Afghansoldiers inHerat.

News is to hand that a party of rebel Arabs have occupiedKorti, which place was formerly Lord Wolseley's head-quarters ontheNile.
A treaty has been concluded between Germany and the rebelchief Lamo. Germany has demanded that the Sultanof Zanzibarshall discontinuehostilities towards that chief. TheiVJwvZ DeutscheZeitung, the semi-official organof the Government,in referring to

the question,disclaimsall designs on thepart of Germany toacquireterritory in Zanzibar,but expresses the hope that England will in-
ducethe Sultan to desist fromprovoking Germany.

The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain, M.P., president of the
Boardof Trade,addressedacrowdedmeetingof his constituents atBirmingham on Thursday evening. Regarding Egyptian affairs,
Mr. Chamberlain stated that obstruction, on the part of theFrenck Government to the policy of GreatBritain in Egypt haddelayed the evacuationof that countryby the British forces, andwould perhapsfinally render ita matterof impossibility.

A Cabinet Council has been summoned for to-day, when the
Ministry will come to a decision as to the renewal of thePrevention
of Crimes ActinIreland.

Monday.
The Aucklandbranchof the IrishLand Leaguehavecontributed

£213 tothe general fund of the League, £100 to the payment of
Irish members' fund, and £33 to the A.M. Sullivan testimonialfund.

AtSt.Mary's Cathedral, Sydney, last night, the MostRev. Arch-
bishop Moran, who is about to leave forEurope, waspresentedwith
a beautifully-illuminated address and two photographic albums,
containing views of the buildings which have been consecrated
by him.

Arrangements for the receptionat Sydney of the New South
Wales Soudan contingent are nowcompleted. The programme in-
cludes a grandmilitary display, in which 3500 Volunteers will beengaged.

The thirdseries of Colonial woolauctions commenced onThurs-.day, when 9700 bales weresubmitted toa goodattendance of Home
and Foreign buyers. Cross-breds ruled about Jd higher than
the March sales, while faulty merino wools exhibitedrather a weaker
tendency. The sales areannounced tocloseonJuly 16.

The Novosti Vvemya newspaper publishes a telegram stating
that Abdul Rahman Khan, Ameer of Afghanistan, has been mur-deredby his suite.

A1 meetingof the Imperial Cabinet was held on Saturday,as
announced,bat the irfinisfry wereunabletocometo adecislon'M'to
renewalof thePreventionof Crimes Act inIreland. _

News tohandfrom the IslandofCrete states thatBeftous dis-
turbances haverecently taken placeamong thepopulace.

In theHouse of Commons onFridaynight,Mr. Gladstonestated
thatEnglandand Russia hadcome to terms withregard tp arbitra-
tionas to the Afghan frontier question, and both countries were
agreedas who was tobe appointedarbitrator. ,*

In theHouse of Commons on Saturday the"memorialpreienten
by therecent Maoriembassy wasbroughtup forconsideration. Dur-
ing the discussion that tookplace theHon.A. EvelynAshley,M.P.,
ParliamentaryUnder-secretary for the colonies, statedin the course
of his speech that the memorial' would'receivedue consideration,bus
that the Imperial Government werenot entitled'to interferein. the
internationalaffairsof any Colony to which' theright of self-govern*
menthadbeen granted.

Tuesday. _
tiii iL

Dr Hector, at the.requestof the Government, fQiwarded per
Tongar'iro three cases of Taranaki ironsand to M.de Har.ven^at
Antwerp. While in the Colony M. deHarven expressedawisE- to
obtainasampleof the' sand tohaveit tested. , _

, , in

A telegram from Taupostates that 5000 sheep, in threeseparsfe
mobs,;havepassed there for the Npthernmarkets. ' Itis estimatedthat|fttlly 60,000 sheephave this seasonpassed through Taupo1from
Hawke's Bay for Aucklandand Northernmarkets.

The rumours which were current on1Sundayin'Melbourne 'of
several arrestshaving been made in connection with the Simption's
road,bank robberyproved to be correct. It wasannounced' to-d<y
thatthepolice had arrested six'men and'three womenin various
places onsuspicion'of beingconnectedwiththe affair. The cart in
which therobbers droveoff has' also been found, and° identifiedby
those who saw itatthe time of the robbery. When the prisoners
weresearched at the policestation £100 in notesof the National
Bank of Australasia were found-upon them, together with a larfp
sum ingold.

Cholera has brokenout in the townof Mureia,on the south-east
coast of Spain.

OldDongola hasbeen,evacuatedby theBritish,troops.' j.
Further details to handin regard to the disturbances in Orete

show thatanumber of Cretan Deputies boardedthe steamer which,
wasbringing SavasPasha, thenew Governor, andattempted to pre-
vent his landing,- declaring that he hadbeenappointed'contrary
to the wishes of the Cretanpeople.

Major-generalSir PetertumsdenarriredinLondonon Sunday
fromIndia. He metwith an enthusiasticreception,being warmly
cheered by thelarge crowd which1hadassembledto welcomehim.

--
The earthquakesin theprovinceof Cashmere'still continue with

great severity. Great damage to property baa taken plate, and
many houses havebeen swallowedupby the fissures"in the-earth.

Wednesday.
The Kaikoura correspondentof the Lyttelton Times writes as

follows :— TheCatholicChurch folk heldabazaar andconcert in the>
earlypart of the month, realising overa hundred pounds as the,
result of a few works, which must have been entered into with
thorough earnestness. The wholeproceedings passedoff remarkably
well,being set down as the most successful effort entered into by
the religious bodies here. Matters takenin hand by the Catholic,
Church partyhere always seem tohit tbepopular tasteandgo welL
Assistance is rendered by ourselves, thecombinationof forcesseeming
tobe averyhappy one,andensuringsuccess atthe outset. Anattempt
wasmade to divert the aid promisedby those who werenot of the
Catholic Church communion, butit provednet only abortive,but
contributedto thesuccess of theundertaking. Itis a mistake'when
peopleinsmall places willnot work inharmonyto promote the wel-
fare of one's neighbours' interests, simply because one does^not
participate individually in thatparticular cause. The Catholic con-
cert was repeated on Monday night for the benefit of the Public
Library. The attendance was large and the entertainment a
success.

Inthe Auckland Supreme Court yesterdayMr.Justice Gillies
granted a certificate to the Speaker of the!LegislativeCouncil in the
matter of introducing a bill to allow the leasing of St.Mary's Con-
vent property for a term of 66 years.

Major Cautley hands over chargeof the defence worksat Wel-
lingtonto-day. Asa compliment to him oneof the forts is to be,
named Cautley Fort,butitis not yetdecided which.' , , c^r"A bell("ays theBruceHeraW)has been*successfully established
inthe steepleof the MiltonCatholicChurch. Ithas apleasing tone,
andharmonises admirably wita the other churchbellsof the town.
The attractions of thetownareslowly"but surely increasing. , -

Asthe Mines Department is nowaseparateportfolio, theHon.
Mr.Larnachhas decided to make, at an early periodof thesession,
a Mines Statement,much inthe same wayas the Minister forPublic
Works prepares his. The Statement will be comprehensive, and
deal fully with mining industries in each district.. In this year's
Statement Mr. Larnach will recommend' the adoption of Professor
Black's suggestion as to the establishment of mining schools,and
for thatpurpose'has induced his colleagues toplace asum ofabout
£17,000 on the Estimates. It is not intended,however, that the
Government shall bear the whole cost of sucti schools,as:they will
only be established in districts where the miners are. willing, to
contribute to the cost. Sets of samples will be procured from
England to assistin instructing themining commuriitf'inmineralogy,
etc. From his recenttour ofinspectionMr.Larnarchhasascertained
that the principalwants of miners are additional' water-power and
tbe cuttingof tracks throughheavily-woodedcountry, so as toenable
prospecting tobecarriedon.

The examination of the prisoners incustody for the Simpson's
road bank robbery was concluded at Melbourneon Monday, when
the wholeof them were remanded, bail being,refused., The:polioe
have beentaking steps to prevent thedisposalof theplunder
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