
Mr.A. Wilson, Georgestreet,Dunedin, makes ladies' boots his
specialty. His stock of boots andshoes is otherwiseexcellent, and
his scale of chargesfor repairsextremely moderate.

Mr.F.Meenan,Kingstreet,reports:
—

Wholesale prices,includ-
ing bags : Oats, In 6d to Is 9d; wheat, milling 3s to
3s 6d, fowls' feed Is 6d to 2s 6d; barley, malting 3s to 3s 6d
milling 2s Od to 3s Od, feeding 2s; oaten hay, £3 ; rye-grass
£3 ;chaff, £2 10s to £3 ;straw, £1 15s to £2 ;bran, £3 10s to £3 155.;
pollard, £4 10s; flour, £7 15s to £8 10s; oatmeal, £10 10s; freshbutter
mediumtoprime, lOd toIsId;eggs,Is9d;saltbutter,8d;cheese,4d
to 5d ;bacon, 8d in rolls, hams lOd; potatoes, Derwents £3 to
£3 ss, kidneys £2 10s.

Constantinople, April 4.— Tbe Grand Scheriff of Mecca has
issuedaproclamation declaring El Mahdi anoutlaw,and notifying
alltrueMohammedans that the English havethe right to treat him
as a commonmurderer. The proclamationgoes on todeclare thatEl
Mahdihas maseacred hundreds of believers,and caused themurder
of Gen. Gordon, for whomprayers had been offeredupatMecca,as
afriendof Mohammedans. ">..>.-

NEW ZEALAND TABLETSFriday,June12, 1885
LAWRENCE.THE CANTERBURY CATHOLIC LITERARY

SOCIETY AND THE CANTERBURY IRISHRIFLES.
Strange combination,but nevertheless a real one. Owing to a.
considerable number of tbe members of the O.C.L.S. havingbeen
seized with asudden and violent attack of that latestdevelopmentof
Colonial epidemics whichmight notinaptly betermed "Bellicosities,"
and from whichnothing but the presenceof a Russian cruiser in
the waters of Port Lyttelton would cure them, themeetingnights
of tbesociety have been adjourned from Mondays to Tuesdays, in
order toallow those whohavejoined the newly-formedregiment of
Canterbury IrishRifles,who practiceonMonday nights, the time to
learn theirdrill.

Itwas about the loss of the contract for the uniforms of this
regiment that one of your manufacturing firms put a most
desponding wail in a late number of the Dunedin Star, and from
which it was copiedinto thepapershere. The fact is, themembers
of the C.I.R.requiretheir clothes to fit them properly, and tobe cut
andmade ina true military Btyle, and that could scarcely bedone
byafactory about twohundredmiles away from them; indeed the
particular uniform this regiment is to clothe themselves with, in
preparationfor the enemy, is not yetdecidedupon. That it ought
to be green alladmit,but unfortunately green in thisColony has a
great variety of shades, uponwhich theremaybe just asmany shades
ofopinion.

This remindsmeof themannerin which the dress of oneof our
Volunteer regiments herewasdecideduponjust lately. Onthenotice
boardatthewhiteHartHotel wasanofficial order totheChristchurch
Rifles which ran thus

— "
Church Parade.

—
Members arerequestedto

assemble at tbeDrill shedat9.30. a.m. on Sunday, withgloves and
side arms only." The Italicsare mine. Your Punedinreaders may
thinkthatthiswasarathercooldress fora winter's day,butthenthey
must remember that we are much nearer to the sun than they are.
We arenot sofar from the Equator by about 200 miles or more.
Goingback to the C.I.R. Imaybe permittedtosaythat a finer lotof
big-chested, broad-shoulderedfellows, perhapsneverenrolledthem-
selves under theflagof Englandfor thedefenceof oneof herColonies
than themenIsaw go through their military exercises on last Monday
evening. TheIrishmanseemstotaketo this sortof thing asnaturally
aaaduck does towater.

But whathas allthistodo withthe Canterbury Literary Society ?
Nothing whatever,but that itcroppedupinquitsanatural way,and
wheneverIget a fair startIseldom know where tostop. Revenons
anosnumtons. Where isitthatIleftoff? Attheadjournedmeetings.
Theprogramme for thenight ofthe 25thinst.consistedof thethirdand
concludingpartof Mr.Nolan's lectureon theRomans. Tbefirstpart
of this lecture wasdevoted to the consideration of the wealth,power
and civilization of the ancient Romans, to their unexampled
prosperity and boundless wealth. Rome,in the golden ageof the-
Caesars, wasdescribed withher multitudinous temples,shrines, altars,
basilicas and theatres in graphic and appropriate language. The
Capitol, theForum, the CircusMaximus, the Campus Martius, the
Baths, the Aqueducts, and the ever interesting Coloseum, wereeach
in turn described and commentedon;the gods that werebrought
to Romeby all the conquered nations and thedevotees that trooped
after them, the wealth that continually poured into it from the
four cornersof the world, and the luxuries whicheventhe meanest
of her citizens might enjoy. As the consequences of such wealth
weredilatedupon at considerable length, whilea description of the
palaceof Plautius Lateranis, on theoccasion of the festivegathering
as Sts.Peterand Mark enterediton their mission of peace,closed
thefirst evening'slecture.

The second evening wasdevoted to theunparalleled crimes of
the Romans,and was taken up with the festivities andgamesheld
in honour of their gods, with descriptions of the Lupercalia, the
gladiatorial shows, the games of the Circus and the Amphitheatre,
also of the atrocities of the Spoliarium, thetreatment of the slaves,
and of the treatmentof women and children among the ancients
andfinished by showing whatpaganism had reduced the world to
at thecomingof ourBlessedLord.

The third and concluding lecture was taken up with the
conclusions which the lecturer hadarrivedatafter the consideration
of those things, andof this Iwill send youa rcsumi for yournext
issue. At the conclusion ofit the lecturer was complimented by
the chairman andby Mr.Leahy invery warmterms, anda vote of
thanks was proposeiTto him by the Rev. Father Bowers,who said
thathe would be glad if Mr. Nolan could see his way clear to
continue his lectures on those and kindred subjectp, as there was
no doubtwhateverbutthe effect of them wouldbe good. A lecture
on Christian morality, for instance, treatedin the style of the one
they had just heard should prove interesting and edifying to the
members. Mr. Kennedy seconded thevote of thanks. This brought
themeeting toa close.

(Fromour ownCorrespondent.)
There is nothing verystartling inthe wayof mining news to corn*
municate this month. At the Otago Company's battery they are
busy crushing, theusualnumber of hands being employed, and the
monthly yieldappears tobe satisfactory.

—
The laying of pipes and

boxesof the GreatExtended Company is now completed, and the
claim willbe again openinthe course of a few days.

—
The Nelson

battery is still idle,no machinery having asyetbeenobtained.
—

They are workingtwo Bhifts at the Goldmining Cement Company's
claim at Wetherstones, over thirty men being employed, and they
are still on good payable ground.

—
The Tailings' Company at

Gabriel's Gully had a bad breakage in their tail-race about fire
weeks back, and have not yet been able to resume work. The
manager (Mr. Adams)has usedgreatexertionstoremedy the damage,
andhashadaverydifficult task owing tothe largeamount of surface
water with which he has had to contend. The pressure of water
not being sufficient to clear away the largequantity of tailings lying
in the tail-race, themanager laidona line of pipes, whichhe con-,
nected with theWetherstones'race,and they hope to resume workin
a day or two. It was anticipated that bub for the accident the
returns of the precious metal wouldhave been better last month
than that of any previous one.— -The various sluicing claims in
Munro'sGully are steadily pushingahead,and alldoing well,using
a large amount of powder, by which means they get rid of an
immense quantity of dirt.

—
At a meeting of the directors of the

Great Extended and North of Ireland amalgamated claims which
was held on Thursday last— Messrs. Morrison,M'Einlay, M'Hattie,
Urenand Balstonpresent

—
adividendof £300 wasdeclared;andon

the sameafternoonameetingof the directors of the Tuapeka Pros-
pecting and Mining Company washeld, at which the following were
present— Messrs. Herbert (president), Browne, M'Kiulay, M'Hattie,
UrenandR.Pilling (manager). Itwas intimatedby those directors
who interviewed the Hon.Mr. Larnach when he washere, that a
letter had beenreceivedfrom the Government after the visit of the
inspecting engineer (Mr. Gordon)stating thatthe Government would
subsidise £ for £ onany expense which the Company should incur
in furtherprospecting the cement at Wetherstones. A like subsidy
hadbeenexpectedon the amount already expended,and during the
visit of theMinisterof Mineshehadpaida visit to the mine, and
hadstated that, inhis opinion,the expectationwasareasonable one,
andpromised thatpaymentof thesameshouldbe made. Sincethat
the amount hadbeenreceived. Farther prospecting was postponed
till September,itnot being thought advisableto prospect during the
winter months,and the president and manager were authorised to
adopt such measures as were necessary to keep themine clearof
water until work was resumed. Istated in a previous letter
that the Minister of Mines had promised Mr. Adams that
a model of a cement crushing machine which he invented
should be made by the Government, on the condition that they
should hold it for the uss of the schoolof mines. This has been
done,andthemodel is tobe exhibitedat the New Zealand Exhibi-
tion.

—
A newclaimhas beenopenedup onHospitalFlat,by a party

of Chinamen, whohavepurchased the right tomine on twoacres in
apaddock, theproperty of Mr. McAlpine. A paddock is already
made and the dirt is being put through the sluice boxes,but with
whatresultIamat present nnable to state, but believe from the
verdict given by an old experiencedminerinLawrence, whopros-
ppcted there a short time' back, and who, Ibelieve, intended to
work the ground, that good, payable goldwill beobtained there.

—
A fifth share of one of the oldest claims in Roxburgh, formerly
belonging to Mr. Walter Anderson of thatplace,has beenbought
byMr. Waters, of theBlue Spur, for the sum of over £300. The
exact amountIamnot inaposition tostate,and another fifth share
is still in themarket. The claim being wellknownas a good pay-
ing one,it willnodoubt soonbe disposedof.

—
The various claims at.

Waitahuna areallat work,andappear to be yielding good returns. "—
Mr. P. Callanan has sold a fourth share in the claim knownas

Evans's toMr.Lafiey,of Ettrick, for £200.— At Waipori theLittle
Maud (Cox and Clifford) is stillidle, and at Cotton'sreef they are
still raising stone.— TheUndaunted areinfullswing,havingfourteen
hands employed under amanager whois spoken very highly of, as
a thoroughly practical man, and one who thoroughly understands
his business.— Mostof the alluvialclaims are also doing well.— One
more appeal for the unfortunate miner, whohas a special tax laid
uponhim in the shape of gold duty. Parliament is about shortly
to meet, and it is to be hopedthat this matter will there be fairly
considered, and that without prejudice. Many of themembers of
our localParliamentaryUnion spokestrongly andeloquently on the
subject at a recent meeting. Mr. Herbertin speaking on it charac-
terised it as a most unfair tax,and said thatit was introduced at
a time when there were special expenses attached to the various
goldfields, suchas escorts, goldreceivers,wardens, etc., which didnot
existin asimilar degree at the present time, and that now there
was no reason why a claas of men souseful to the Colony should
havethis specialtax ladupon them. Various other members spoke
in a similar strain, andIonly hope that themembers of the" big
house" willfollow so worthyanexample. Theminers as a rule are
quite willing topay the £ for aminer's right, but object strongly to
the extra burden imposedupon theminthe shapeof that nefarious
tax, the "Gold Duty." Those who suffer most by it are the em-
ployers of labour,whom, inmany instances,it completely cripples,
and whocouldafford toemploy morehands and workmany a piece
of ground whichis nowuntouched,if it wereabolished.
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It is impossible to remain long sick or out of healthwhere
American Co.'s HopBitters areused. See another

What are the desirable qualitiesina whiskerdye? Itmust be
convenient touse, easy to apply, impossible to rub off elegant in
appearance, and cheap in price. Buckingham's Dye for the Whis-
kers unites initself allthese merits. Try it. '


