
To-day,Friday,being the Feast of theSacred Heart of Jesus,
VespersandBenedictionof theMostHolySacrament will takeplace
in St.Joseph'sChurch, Dunedin,at7 p.m.

As it is intended to form inDunedin, anAssociation of the
SacredHeart for womenand girls,similar to that already established
for men, ladies interested in thematter will hold ameeting in St
Joseph'sschoolroom on the termination of Benediction of the Most
Holy Sacramentin St.Joseph'sChurch on this(Friday) evening. It
is not necessary thatall those attending themeeting,should join the
association, and a full attendanceis requested as it is desirable to
obtain asmuch information aspossibleconcerning women and girls
unable toattendbut probably willing to become members of the
Society. The girls admitted into the Association must be above
school-age.

We forward by this day'smail to Mr. Joseph Winter Treasurer
of the Irish NationalLeagueMelbourne the sum of £267 19s 4d in
aidof the Payment of MembersFund, including contributions from
Kumara, The Lead, Westbrook and Caps Terrace, Humphrey's
Gully, Hokitika,Greymouth,Brunnertown, No Town, Maori Creek,
Boatman's, Dunedin, Kaitorai, Milton, Nevis, Balclutha, Clyde,
Kawarau Gorge, and all of which have been in turn already
acknowledgedin the columns of theNew ZealandTablet.

Wb desire toremind ourreaders that a secoDd concert in aid of
the Christian Brothers' Building Fund willbe given inthe Garrison
Hall, Dunedin, onFriday evening, the 19thinst:A greatimprove-
ment has been made on the programme of the first concert which
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provedsuch asuccess, anditmay confidently beexpectedthatamost
agreeable entertainment will take place. Particular attention is
being bestowedonIrish music which will be one of the principal
features ofthe evening,

The current number of the New Zealand Herald well sustains
the character of the paper.— Views of New Plymouth Harbour and
Waiauriver areespecially deservingof notice.

Thedefeat of the Gladstone Cabinet on their financial proposals
has beena most unexpected event. Having survived, as they did,
the proposed vote of censure on their Russo-Afghan policy, it
might have been thought that they were allbub invulnerable. It
remains tobe seen,however, whether the soreness of the country
concerning the concessions made to Russia, and its anger at the
wayinwhich the ridicule andpity of the Continenthavebeenpoured
out on it, may nothave exercised someinfluence in this defeat. If
such were the case weshall probably witnessa failureintheproposed
arbitration,andanew departureinnegotiations with the Czar. It
will beof much interestbesidesin several waysto watch the coarse
of policy pursuedby theTories if theyccme into office, as we must
naturally expect.

We copy the following sensible remarks from ourcorrespondent
theBruceJSerald :— The cost to theStateof educationin"NewSouth
Wales, including thatof schoolpremises,hasaveraged£7 10s lOd per
head for the last four years,andif the interestonloans for educational
purposes wereadded,it would come for the last year toabout £8 per
head. The percentageof attendance was veryunsatisfactory, there
being 250,000 in the Colouy of scoooi age, and only 167,000 ia
attendance. Nearly three-quartersof amillion ofmoneywasexpended
in teaching about two-thircs of the children for whom the schools
werebrought intoexistence. Without the aid of the State,fully aa
satisfactory results would have been attained educationally, and
infinitely higher morally andsocially, for aboutone fourth the cost.
Thebalance which is chiefly expended onState machinery would
thus havebeenavailable for other purposes. The samemay be said,
to agreateror lesser extent, of every national education system in
theworld.

Inconnection with the reform of ecclesiasticalmusic, for which
an energeticmovement is now on foot inEurope the followingpara-
graph andletter clipped from acontemporarywillbe found interest-
ing. We may addthat copiesof the Massalluded tomaybe ordered
of Messrs. WhitakerBros.Wellington. "Mr.Joseph Short seems to
havemade a 'hit' withbismass, 'S. Joseph.' The following is the com-
pliment (translated by Canon O'Sullivan), which CardinalBartolini,
prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Rites at Romepays :—' Most
Honoured Sir,

—
The musical work,entitled'Mass,(S.Joseph),sentby

you totheSacred Congregation,deservesallpraise,becauseithasbeen
composedupon rules suitable tosacred musicaccording to theregula-
tions publishedrecently. WhereforeIhave to congratulate yon on
your work, and toexhort you tocontinue toenrich this part of the
SacredLiturgy with other such praiseworthy compositions. With
deserved regard, Ihave to subscribe myself, etc., etc., etc., D.
CardinalBartolini,Prefect of Sacred Congregation of Rites. The
Most IllustriousProfessor,JosephShort,Birmingham.

Minister,and aliberal statesman. No man livinghas done
more for popular freedom, and we regrethis defeat. True,
his Irish policy has not been an unbroken success, but the
Conservatives,had they beeninpower, wouldnot have done
better— not even as well as he. No English Ministry,no
British Government can ever govern Ireland successfully.
In thenatureof things,such success is notpossible,anduntil
Englandmakes up her mind to do to Ireland as shehasdone
toher colonies

—
thatis,concede to thesisterisland unfettered

local Government, no English Ministercan even hope to
be a greatsuccess. It issaid that the Nationalist members
swelled the majority against the Gladstone Ministry. We
do not yet know. Itmay be so, and probably is. Nor is
this surprising, consideringall the just groundsof complaint
which theyhave had against his Irishgovernment. Still it
must not be forgotten that he disestablished theStateChurch,
and gave the Land Act, together withsome other useful
measures. His faults have been such as were inseparable
from an attempt made byEngland tolegislate for andgovern
Ireland. It is notpossible for suchan attempt to succeed.
As wellmight England attempt to legislate for and govern
France from London. As well might she attempt
to legislate for andgovernher colonies from the same centre.
Irelandisa distinct nation,and not anEnglish county; and
the greatmistakeis toregardher as anEnglish county,which
for some time hasbeen and is still the mistake of so many
English statesman. It is this mistakethatlies at thebottom
of all the blunders that the English Parliament has made
during theGladstoneadministration. We regretMr.Glad-
stone's fall andsympathise withhim, because we regard his
faults rather as misfortunes than crimes. It is probably
owing to his Russian policy that thisfall is inagreatmeasure
due. We donotshare in the indignation causedbyhis peace
policy. On thecontrary,his desire to avoid war so long as
war can be avoided with honour and consistently with the
interests of theEmpire,ishis strongestrecommendation tous.
The readiness of the Tory party to run amuck againstevery-
thing not in accordance with its own prejudices is with
us the strongest reason for not desiring their return
to power. Nor are the English people likely to forget how
the Conservativeparty accumulated a national debt of more
thanfour hundred millions sterling in endeavouring to stay
theprogress of the French Revolution, and to no purpose,
for which debttheyare still paying an enormous amount of
interest annually. For the most part the wars waged
in the past by this party have been quite useless. A
statesman, therefore, who, like Mr. Gladstone, is slow
to proclaim war, is a wise one, one who ought to be
dear to the Empire, and his fall from power in the present
state of ourrelations with Russia cannot but bedeplored as
a greatcalamity. All the talk in the newspapers abouthis
trifling with the honour andinterests of the Empire is mere
rubbish. Ifnecessary,and when necessary,Mr. Gladstone,
it cannot be doubted, would fight to the last extremity to
maintainboth; and we feel quite confident that his wisdom
and judgment couldbe as safely trusted as the wisdom and
judgment of any other British statesman.
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Mr. George Le Lievre, George street, Dunedin, executes with
greatability all commissionsentrusted to himinthe way of electro-
pating andgilding.

Mr. J.Sheehan, boot and shoemaker, George street, Dunedin,
may be visitedprofitably by all persons desirous of obtaining first-
class goods atmoderate prices.

Mrs.Gill's great clearingsale of millinery is now being held at
her establishment Princes street Dunedin. Ladies will find their
requirements supplied thereina verysatisfactory manner.

The Property TaxDepartmentadvertises for Assessors.
Mr.R. A. Borrows well and favourably known in connection

with the establishmentsof Messrs. Wilkinson andAnoing,andMessrs.
HowardandKaymond, hasopenedachemist anddruggist'sestablish-
ment inGeorgestreetDanedin. Mr. Borrows* qualifications are an
ample guarantee for the manner in which his business will be con-
ducted.

Messrs. Brown,Ewing andCo., Princes street, Danedin, finding
their stock rather in excessof what they usually keepon hand, have
resolved to offer a largeportion of itat very moderate prices. The
opportunity thus afforded tothe public is an extremely favourable
one.

J.H.Kilgoub, Grain andProduceBroker, reportsunder above
date as follows -.—Wheat :Themarket is quiet,and pricesnominally
the sameasquotedlast week

—
viz.,3s 2d to 3b 3d for white velvet

and Tuscan, and3d to3s Idforother milling descriptions; fowl feed
is now offering freelyat2s to2s 4d.—Oats :Thereia a fair demand
for shipment,but supplies arequiteequal to requirements, and only
white, short qualityis inquired for, whichIquoteat Id8d to IsBJd;
ordinary feed, Is7d to Is7£d.

—
Barley :The demand is limited to

really choice parcelsof maltingat a reduction on recent quotations.—
Chaff;There is <ifair demandfor goodquality, wall cut,at £3 per

ton.
—

Potatoes:Supplies havebeen comingforwardmore freely,and
as the demandis limited to localrequirements, prices are somewhat
easier. Iquote ptime Derwents, £3 103.— Butter:Ihave inquirers
for prime quality atBidper lb.,but medium and inferior is almost
unsaleable. Fresh is"also wanted, but must be prime.

—
Eggs:.2s

per dozen, andstill scarce—Turnips :20s per ton for bes Swedes.
—

Carrots:£2 per ton.


