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In coosequence of the hostile attitude of the inbhabitauts of
Zauzibar towards Germany the German corvette Btoich and two
other war vessels have been ordered there,

Merawi, a town 30 miles below the fourth cataract on the Nile,
has been evacuated by the British. ' ‘

CHRISTCHUROCH.

-

(From our own Correspondent.)
May 26, 1885,

SincE T 1ast wrote I bave been able to see theresult of the © Al
Nations *' Bazaar; becauss it has come into sight. On Bunday afternoon
Iast the comiiittee}mes and the manager presented a statement showing
groas receipts, £1269 24 9d ; expanses, £174 10s 6d ; balance to the
Convent Building Fund, £1094 128 2d. This is a grand result truly,
1 may add that the informant who induced me $o write in my last
that the net result would be £1900, is a gentieman whose opinions L
phall in future respect. o

In municipal circles here there is a flutter of tribnlation, arising
out of the great question of finance, .As you ara aware, the Colonial
Tr. asurer has written a nice innocent letter to the borough counecils
in these islands, He is always writing nice letters. In this particular
one be has ontdone himselt by offering the deserving bodies, the
objects of his unceasing solicitudean increase of revenne. What munici-
pal heart can refuse an offer of added revenne, and withold its heartfelt
gratitude from the giver of such & good gift? But all municipal
councillors are, unhappiily, not doves; and as for the ratepayers, what
they ate not in the matter of shrewdness acd suspicion it would not
hecome one who has the honour to write for your polite and well-
conducted columns to say, Some councillors have allowed themeselves
to be unfavourably influenced by the fact that the increasing of
revenue offered is only an increase of the power of self-rating, The
Treasurer offers to increase the municipal revenue limit, from §d
in the £ capital value, to one penny, if the boronghs will agree
to change the basis of valuation from the leasing to the capital value.
The Teason given (nothing is ever done without a reason) is that
34 of one system is not equal to the shilling of the otber which it
replaces under the present Rating Act. As far na Christchurch is con-
cerned this reason has been demolished by the mayor who has put
together the following for the information of his conngil :-—

Learing Value, Capital Value,
108 ratea equal to £10,997 jd rate eguai to £12,1356
ia, , » £12,316 " »  n £15,168

From which it appears that one shilling and three farthings about
balance each other. The Treasurer’s reason goeafornothing with nshere,
it i needless to say. A suspicious councillor bas given his reason which
is that the Treasurer wants to take away all our endowments in the
shape of the license fees, which give the city the handsome annual
sum of £2515. Henece, the generous design of the Treasurer to aid
the municipal revenue says the councillor. This a;‘?eared in a news-
papet in & letter from the eouncillor aforesaid. hen the council
met the mayor said he was afraid the suspicions of the counocillor were
well founded., Ha had been closeted with the Treasurer, who,
appatently, had convinced him that the fees of the liguor
trafic ought to be devoted to the alleviation of the
suficring it causes, A newspaper hss declared that the expenses of
the traffic’s control ouzht to be met out of the fees, and that the gift
of the fees to the Boroughs without the simultaneous impasition of
the corresponding dulies was unsonnd finance. All this is very well.
Let us grant that the abolitionists diddled the Boroughs with a
delusive finance, Let us persuade ourselves that the whole plan is
founded on the basis of justice, which should be uaalierable, and
ought never to have been aitered. 8till the reason of the thing is
lsin. The cost of education is growing too vnormous to he borne.
here is a knot of politicians, blatant and aetermined, who threaten
all kinds of hard nsage to the Government, even to raising the ntier-
most bigots of the *undenominationalist " Bects, if the Government
touches a farthing of the necessary edumcation vote, Last year the
education vote was, in spite of every care, exceeded by several thou-
gands, about £6000, The complaints of the want of school accom.
modation increase and multiply. What is an unfortunate govern-
ment to do but bend before what it considera a storm? There ia Do
safety in getting this increased cost of education from tue consoli-
dated fund. The only resource ig to dip into the revenues of the
local bodies, “ Take the fees from the local bodies, and let them
fill the void by rates from their own pockets, All taxation comes
from the pocket. 1E you will insist on educating children gratis, for
people who can afford to pay handsomely for education, there is
your pocket, Dip away.” This is the formula on which the Colonial
Tyeasurer i8 acting, if this information of our worthy Mayor and
his Counecillor is correct. If the Treasurer would only state his
formula in the above bold fashion, what a revalsion of feeling there
would be against the Educativn Act,
After the battls come the doctors and nurees. After the forma-
tion of Voluateer compaviea and the escape of the Militia to be
called out, we have the Bt. John’s Ambnlance Association, of which
% branch has just been formed here, Over forty ladies have joioed,
and a course of lectures has been begun, The lecturers arz the
medital men of the place, who have for the most part undertaken to
give the necessary instruction, 1f any of your readers will look into
the manual of the parent assoviation issned fur the use of the Volunteers
—copies may be had I believe at all booksellore—they will sea how
very ugeful is the knowledge therein imparted, and how necessiry
in all departments of peaceful life, especially useful wonld it be to
miners and agriculturists, and people werking smoagst machinery,
to understand the first principles of “treatmeut of acoident cases—
bandaging wounds, disposing broken limbs for conveyance, stopping
bleeding and the rest. A little knowledge easily acgnired, and
never forgotten may often save life, or prevent avoidable pain.
HEverybody ought to belong to the St, Joha's Ambnlance Association.
The Association has a rule against mixed classes, which onr Educa-
tional institotions might bear in mind,

When the work of the Industrial School and the Reformatory
are combined under an irreligions system of education, what can you
expect but & bad reanlt? The magistrates send every waif and stray
to the Bnrnhaql Behool, whether they have come from homes whose
only reproach is poverty or whether they have been inmates of honses
of vice, The young thief and the young prostituts are ssnt off to
Burnbam, and thank goodness, they are out of the way.,” Thisies
orying evil, Attention has just been drawn to it by the escaps from
the Hehool of several young girls, headed by one who had been given
Lo vigious conrses before her admission, But thomgh attention has
been drawn, I am boand to say that the idea of the possibility of
such wholesale eorruption has not stirred many hearts, 1n this con-
nection I may mention that our Missionary Reetor, Father Ginaty,
never loses an opportanity of getting the Catholic waifs and strays
conveyed to 6t Mary's Orphanage at Nelson,

Temperance is still to the fore; this time kept there by a
woman, and a remarkable one, Mrs, Leavitt, from America, who talks
well, and is telling us all about Ohio, Eansas, Maine, Vermont, and
New Hampsh_ire——tha Btates which have prohibited the liquor traffie
—and Wyoming, where the women enjoy the pleasure of voting at
all the elections. This Jady is not getting as many pledges signed as
her predeceesor, Mr. Booth, did ; but in gatting up an associstion of
women to asist the temperance cause she is doing A good work which
commands the respect of all right-thinking people.

Yesterday being the Queen’s Birthday was a grand day for the
Volantesrs, How many men turned out the morning papers will
have j;olgl you before you get this, All I need add to their glowing
description ia that the number of tiained men who turned oub with
such smartuess, alacrity, and efficiency was a great credit to the
patriotism of the country. It is good that the war alarm is over.
It is good alse to be prepared as we are prapared.

— ]

A CLEVER BOY.
B
TeR following extract, taken from the Yass Euvening Tridune velers
to & nephew of our respected follow colonist Mr. Thomas J. Collins, of
the Railway Hotel, Herriot :—It is always a source of pleasareto uas to
record the progress made by the youthful portion of our community,
whether in an educational or business point of view ; and therefora
with the greatest degree of satisfaction we make knowa the fact that
Master John Collins, son of Mr. John Culling, of Cooma sireet, has
gained the highest distioction in connection with the recent Dursary
examination at Bt,vPatrick’s College, Goulburn, The competition
for this position was open to scholars throughoat the Goulburn
diccese that is under the chargeof the Right Rer. Dr.Lanigan ; and
notwithstanding that there were a great many competitors from all
parts of the district, some of whom were as much as eighteen or
ninetesn years of age, this little boy surpassed them all although only
eleven years old.  Master Collins was, and always has heen,
a Pupll at 8t. Angustine’s Roman Catholic school in Yass,
which speaks well for the inmstruetion imparted at that
establishment (eapecially under the present teacher, Mr, Gilebrist),
as well as for the atiention that Master Collins has paid to
his studies ; and Mr, Collins haa therefore much resson to be promd
of his son, and the townspeuple generally that one so youmg should
have gained such a high distingtion, The letter received by the Very
Rev, Dean O’Keeffe, from the Principal of Bt. Patrick’s College on
Tuesday morning, was as follows :—
“8t, Patrick’s College, Goulbura,
«23rd March, 1885,

“[My Dear Dean,—It gives me preat pleasure to be able to com-
mupicate to you the resuits from Bursary examinations. They are
as follows :—1st, J, Collins, Yass ; 2nd, I Tenbrink, Albury; 3rd,J.
Wm. Titzens, Albury; 4th, H. O'Leary, Burrowa; 5th, T, E. Jones,
Wagga, ete. There were eleven competitors, and all the candidates
were good. 1o fact, the examination was better than usaal. This
will please you to hear, that with eleven competitors—better than in
other years—Master Collins came io first with ease, -

#The Barsary covers all expenses for entrance fee, pension, etc,
Baooks, clothes, medical attendanee ; and musie, if taken up, must be
gaid for as extras. The successful candidates must be in the college

y Easter Tuesday, or the Barsary ia forfeited ; but they may coms
at once if possible. It lasts till the Easter of the succeeding year.
As a guide to the articles required by boys eutering, I enclose a
printed slip, Ifhe can Le got ready, we would prefer that he enter
at once.

“ Hoping that Master Collins will realise the expectations
which his examination papers justify us in entertaining of him,

“1 am, dear Dean, yours sincerely,
“JOHN GARLAGHER.”

“ The Rev, P, J, 0'Keeffe, Dean, Yass.”

We understand that Master Uollina securad 354 points out ef a
possible 400, and that it is the intention of his father to take him'to
Goulburn in the coarse of the next two ot three days in order to geb
him firmly established at 8t, Patrick's Cotlege.

Tyuth says =—It is expected that the Nizam of Hyderabad will
attend the Colonial Exhibition in London next year. This young
gentleman, who is fabulously wealthy, ought to be welcome in our
metropolis. While at the Calentta Exhibition last year be spent at
the rate of £1000 per minute. Fortunately, however, for his purae
he stayed only twenty minates, i

The Daily Telograph publishes a telegram, stating that a messen.
ger has arrived at Dcngola from Omdurman, which place he left
abont Febroary 10, According to the messenger, the Catholic
missionaries taken prisoners at Obeid and Gebel Nuba, seven women
and five men, are wearing dervishes’ dresses to protect them from
insul,, He also had a letter with bim, datel Febroary 3, 1885,
addressed to Father Vinceatini, stating that Don Liogi, the Buperior
of the Bondan mission, is ill at Obeid., The letter adds that 2000
people were massacred at the taking of Ehatoum. Consul Hansal
was murdered together with all tha Europenns and General Gorden*



