
Itis interesting tolean),as we do by cable, that
Protestant England possesses at last aD approvjd
versionof the Bible, and that the sacred volum^
has been received with satisfaction. The volume

inquestionis the RevisedVersion, of which theNew Testament had
already been published, andwhich has now been completed by the
publicationof the OldTestament. We knownot whatchangeshave
been made inthis lastpublication from theversionpublishedunder the
authority of King James,butif theyinany degreeapproachthosethat
were made in theNew Testament they must be bothnumerous and
important. ThechangesmadeintheNew Testament,infact, weresub-
versiveof the character of thatportionof Holy Writ, and"by what
theyexpunged as wellasby whatthey leftdoubtful, they placedthe ■

wholematterbefore every thoughtfulmanunder anaspect thatmust
have been as disquieting as it was novel. Verses, or portions of
verses,onwhich gravedoctrines werebased,and thathad beenused
witheffect inimportantcontroversies werepronounced spuriousand
done away with, or so altered as toassumeacompletelydifferent
meaning. What seems to us to be almost worse,seriousquestions
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possessingina particularmanner the fruitsof theReformation.The
assertionis acommon one to hear from Protestant lips, and more
especially it is repeated,even, ad nauseam by those who are of a
controversial tarn. The prosperity of England as a Protestant
country is contrastedwith thepoverty of certain Catholic countries,
andallotherconsiderationsbeing set aside,claimedasthe effectso*
relianceuponthe"openWord," andupon that alone. According to
Mr. Bußkin, however, it would(hardly seem that the commercial
aspectof Englandhas much incommonwith tine religion, and the
beatitudesby which thesame writerreplaces those taught by Jesu8
Christ, though they may well befit acountry making worldly pros-
perity its sole object,arehardly Scriptural. Mr. Buskinaccuses the
English peopleof lookingupon usury as the most useful branch of
commercial industry, and as being largely engaged in it

—
to the

encouragementof much that is evil, but especially of warfare
—

and
thebeatitudes whichhe proposesasthose that have beensubstituted
for the code knowninformer timesare the following:— (1). Blessed
are therich inFlesh, for their'8 is thekingdomofEarth. (2).Blessed
are they that are merry and laugh the last. (3), Blessed are the
proud,inthat they haveinherited the earth. (4).Blessed are they
which hunger for unrighteousness, in that they shall divide its
mammon. (5) Blessed are the merciless forjthey shallobtainmoney.
(6) Blessed are the foul in heart, for they shall see noGod. (7>
Blessedarethe.war-makersfor they shall be adoredby the children
of men. Are these, indeed, the maxims of a country especially
blessedby God with the gift of temporal prosperity in reward of
their spiritual excellence

—
or are they those of a people whosk

natural qualifications, aided by various circumstances and oppor^. tunities,have made themrich,and whohavemadeof their riches an
idol7 The answershould not bc difficult to return. Mr. Buskin,
who, nevertheless, professes to believe that the " pastoral office.must be forever thehighest in every Christian land," is very hard
upontheBishopsofthe AnglicanChurch who, lie declares,havesunk
into themerevergersof theircathedrals,andnothing more, and lie
suggests that recourse shall be had to the "♥every-man-his-own-
Bishop'party,withits Bible society, missionary zeal and right of
infallibleprivateinterpretation,toask at least for somesmallexposi-
tion totheinhabitants of theirowncountryof thoseScriptureß which
they areso faintoput in thepossessionof others." Buthas not that
partyalready done itsbest for Englandandexpoundedthe Scriptureß
to theirlast verseagainandagain,andisitnot doingso atthismoment;
What ofthe Church of England itself at thetimeof the Beformation
whenitplacedbut littlevalue onepiscopalconsecration,or ordersof
anykind,and welcomed to its pulpit the godly men of whatsoever
conventicleit might be 7 What of its evangelical party down to
thisday 7 What of the great Methodißt movement, by which the
masses were supposed to be evangelised to their inmost recesses ?
and whatof the Salvation Army of the present hour that with a
greater extravagance thaneven thatof the earlierMethodists makes
its constantand noisyappealto thepopdacs7 If all these things
havebeen so far insufficient, and notwithstandingall their zeal and
all the labours of those engaged in them bave not preventedthe
growth of the usurer'sspirit, ormade impossible the'utterly carnal
mind thatMr. Buskin describes in his modernbeatitudes, whathope
is there that moreremains tobe done by such, means withsuccess 7
Every Protestant engine has been tried and found wanting, and
whathope remains for thefuture 7 Verily theprospectsaregloomy,
butaboveall we obtaina view of things that showsus England any-
thing rather thanenjoying a prosperity that is the reward of a faith-
ful adherence toa pHrer form of religion. We see her cursed by a
prosperity thathas smotheredinher heart every thought of God or
heaven. Catholic countries, therefore, that are in comparison
reproached with their poverty may wellrejoice. Divesunder his
purpleand flue linen,andin the midst ofhis feasting,bears themarks
of the outcast anddisplays them, but Lazarusamonghis rags shows
signs that Abraham'sBosomawaits him.

her repressivemeasures. And now that mattershave settleddown,
oar surmiseproves tohavebeen correct,and thereply isgiven. Ing-
landhas emerged from allher difficulties abroad. Prince Bismarck
has beensatisfiedfor themomentby the concession,of everythinghe
demanded,anditis but aquestion of time before wesee the German
flagrnnup asa token that the Bamoan archipelago has beenannexed
to theempire. Indeed we may have cause to be thankfulif that.
provetobeall,for,according to various authorities, Germany needs,
notdetachedpatchesof tropical country unable to support in any
numbera population of Europeanorigin, but territories capable of
rivalling America and the British Colonies, and that may be so
settledas toprovepowerfuladjuncts tothe empire,both withrespect
to populationandcommerce. ButPrinceBismarckhasonly toarouse
thefearsof theEnglish Government,andallhe desires willbeplaceda
his disposal,withahearty wish that itmay turn out so as to afford
him every satisfaction, and secure his continued support and pat.
ronagefor theconciliatoryneighbour thatholdshiminsuchregard. It
no longer depends,in fact,upon England's firmness indefendingher
own. but on the moderation of those whose interests clash with
hers, asto whatEngland shall yield. Prince Bismarck has been
appeasedby materialconcessions for thepresent,and validhopes for
the future, and, therefore, let John Bull rejoice. No immediate
danger threatens him fromthat^quarter. Rus3ia, too, has been ap-
peased. The Czar has nothing to find fault with or will have
nothing to find fault with in the course of the nest two
or three days, during the course of which every point in the
Russo-Afghan negotiationswill havebeen settled tohis entire satis-
faction. Some littlehitch,indeed,stillremains atthe time when we
write,ameretrifle,however"— perhapsas towhether Russian outposts
Shallcontinue tooccupy the Zulfikar Pass orretire to Pul-i-Khatnn,
which commandsthe Germal Pass, leading, a little further to the
north, into the same country into which the Zulfikar leads. A
matter, moreover, of comparative indifference, since the Russians
remain inpossessionof Penj-deh,conqueredunder the very noseof
the protestingEnglish Government, andby a slaughter of the forces
whom that Government had virtually sent thereand werepledged to
support. Itis probable, nevertheless, that we shall hear ina few
daysthat theRussian frontier runs from PuM-Khatun, through the
Zulfikar Pass andAk-robat,to Penj-deh, and it may be some faint
remonstrances as to this arrangement demanded by the Czar that
have delayed the conclusionof the agreement. TheLondonnews-
paperssay thatthepointof differenceis but a trifle, and it will be
couceded byMr.Gladstone inaday or two. Peace,again, is restored
in tHeSoudan. "Needs irnstgo when the devildrives

"
would seem

tohavebeen themotto under which the peace inquestion was made—
a fierceclimate, a resulute enemynot yet encountered in his fullforce, and most formidable when met with in detachments. The

wantof meansof transit, the wantof efficient forces, for, according
toall accounts,the Indian troops,on whose aid so much stress had
been laid,provedwhollybelow themark— failing in that discipline
which alone inseveralinstances enabled the English soldiers to save
their lives. Such seem tobe the conditions under which peace was
restoredin theSouaan. Britannia retires gracefully

—
glad to have

saved her bacon, as the saying is
—

from all the three points of
danger inwhich she stood,andis now prepared,under the becoming
symbol of the white feather, to resume withfresh vigour the work
of her Irish campaign. There is no iron Chancellor there to be
encounteredby her ; the ironhand is onher ownside, andBtrikes in
her interests,andshewill gladly findherself atleisure tostrengthen
it. There is nothing topreventher, for she deals with an unarmed
people, who are totally unable to resist her. The answer of Mr,
Gladstone, then, has been to the effect that coercion would be
resumed,or rather continued,since it has never ceased, in Ireland
and that, meantime, no remedial legislation should take place
respecting that country. Verily the resolve is worthy of a people
whosehey-day of empirehas passedby,and who are now entering
on the downwardpath. For let it not be mistaken that marks of
weaknessabroad,coupled with tyrannyathome, are not thejnotable
signs of decline. Borne itself, thatmighty empire, fell in just such
away. On all the frontiers there was weakness,and fallingback,
andbribery

—
andis itnot bribery to giveup territory over whichin

someinstances the British Governmenthadapriorclaim, and whichinothersit wasbound by treaty toprotect, to foreign powers? But
nations whoarebribed arebut made bolder,andless easily satisfied
in their demands, and thepresentrelief prepares theway for future■difficulties that canbe solvedalone with the utmost loss and degra-
dation. There were,moreover, tyrannyandcorruptionathome when
Borne began to decline, and tyranny and corruption are to-day
glaring marksof the English Government inIreland.

'
Theprecedent

for the coarse of policy, then, followed by theGladstone Cabinet
has been a bad one, and thePrimeMinister'sexplanationas tohis.contemplated proceedings inIrelandfurnishes an unlucky omen as
to thedestiny of theEmpire.

Me.Buskinhardly seemstofailin withthatviewoftheprosperityofEnglandwhich welfindsofrequently
putforward. The view to which weallude is thatwhich represents England, as the first among
Protestant countries, enjoying an jespecial degree

.of wealtharising fromher fidelity to the teachings of the Bible,and
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