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moment it they bear confession or give absolution without authoriza-
tion of the police, No there is no fear of a Polish revelution. All
we ask now is leava to live.”

“And what do you think of the present state of Russia,
Princa? ™ : '

+“Bad enough,” was the reply. *The Czar trembles in bhis
palace, Ha is in the hands of three men—enemies of westorn
civilization—the abhorred Pobodonezow, his tutor, Kathow and
Count Tolstorf. He has no conservative clements at his back., The
nobles nre both indifferent and disaffected. The pessaniry are
wretched, and may at any moment turn on their landlords and barn,
rob or murder, Huassia is Asiatic yet in many respects, The couniry
is 80 vast and the people so scattered that no revolution, as the
French understand it, iz possible in Russia, We may see murder,
snd wholesale carnage, but revolutions can only occurin the palace
orin the army. I believe the Nihilista now direct their efforts to
sapping the loyalty of the army. Baot Russia is a strange country,
and things may go on as they are heaven knows how long.”

A MEDICAL INVESTIGATION OF THE CURES
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CHAPTER XIV.

CARES OF RHEUMATIEM AND RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIE — OB
RHEUMATIC GoOUT,

Taese cases do not admit of the positiva proofs which
we ¢an obtain in cases where the disease iteelf is visible to
others. We can, in chronic cases of rhewmatism, only sece the
deformity produced by the disease. In rhenmatoid arthritis, or as it
in often called rheumatic gout, the nodnlar masses of chalk-stones
and the enlargements of the joints are, in old cases, very conspicuons.
In snch cases, of which several are narrated, an immediate or instan-
taneous cure ia 88 clearly supernatural as if the disease wera an open
uleer, or a cancerous tumour, But in such cases ag No, 98, for example,
we must rely on the testimony of the patient and cthers, A few of
the kind have been inserted, selected ont of large nombers, for the
enconragement of those who are suffering from a most painful,
obstinate, and often incurable affection.

Ko 84, CarONIC RHEUMATIEM (Vol. ii, p. 13),—Guillaume
Jaffard, employed on the Lesponey Laslades station of the Midi Rail-
way ; cottage No, 149 (Hautes Pyreneds), gives the following narra-
tive (April 23rd, 1869) ** I was always robust, but prolonged work
in bad weather produced, 7 months ago, pains which prevented me
from doing any hing. The doctor said it was chronic Theumatism.
i remained in bed. incapable of moving for thres whole months,
When { wished to move a imb I ealled my wife or one of my child-
ren, who got on the bed, My sufferings were dreadful. I counld at
last rise apd move with the help of erotches, but it was with great
pain. Idsagged myselfalong, making my feetslide along the ground.”
[He then describes the destitution to which the family was reduced,
their want of food ete., and intimates that he himself had not been a
practising Catholie. He wus at length induced by the persuasion of
his comrades to go to Lonrdes, He bathed there and-felt only a
little better, some relief, but hardly any].

“I took away a bottle of the Lourdes water, Before going to bed
my wife bathed my feet with it again, I prayed, you may believe.
When it was finished I tried to raise myself, Istood upright. Then
I dart forward to walk ; I walk easily ; I ery “ Wite! 1 am cured1”
[He then immediately started off o a neighbour's who lived 200
yarde off to show him he was cured]. “The next day I arrived with.
out & stick at the station of Lesponey ; I had walked two kilometers

' (about 14 wiles), Everyone was astonished. My colleague: said to
me “ You have done well to go to Lourdes, Jaffard ; they may say
what they like, ihere is a Bupreme Being.*

France. .

I promised to_take back the crutehes, and I have come to-day
todoso, . .. Isnffer still a little; I am not very nimble, but Lhope.
My feet were epormons—now they have ceased to be swollen; I
could not bend my back at all, I was as stiff as a stake, now I can
stoop to the earth—see,”

Remarke.—Although the eure hers is not so complete as in most
of the cuses, I have inserted it for the freshness and candour of the
narrative. The extreme rapidity of the amelioration appears to me

~ inexplicable on any natural grounds,

£ No.85, RHEUMATISM oF LEFT AmM (Vol. i, p. 128)—Maric

Caondon, who was present when the cure of Labbes was effected, had
been puffering for six weeks from an atrocious rheumatiem, which

80 impeded the movement of the left arm that she could not lift the

band to the face, and was obliged to wash herself with the right
hand alone.

8he dipped the diseased limb in the fountain, There was no
more pain, and the suppleness of the limb was completely restored.
She could lift her hand to her face without the slightest difficulty,
mo:et;d her fingers, and graeped and held a large bottle of the Lourdes
water.

Remarke,—This case does not rigidly fnlfil all the conditions
requisite for deciding as to the supernatural nature of the cure ; but,
admitting the existence of the disease as described, would a single
dip in cold water cure 167 Several cases like these have been inseited,
as they are short and do not take up much room, and may encourage
those persons who have already tried the usnal remedies and failed to
effect a cure to have recourse to the Lourdes water.

» A curious side Hght ia thrown by this remark on the state of religion in

No. 86, CHRONIC ARTHRITIS OF TEE SHOULDER JOINT (Vol.
xv., p. 114).—8ister Marie du Rosaire, of Mirecourt {Voasges), suffering,
according to the medical certificate, * from gastralgia and anmwmia,
and besides from chronic scapulo-humeral arthritis ¥—i.e, from
stomach-ache and poverty of blood, and from chronic inflammation
of the shoulder joint. The shoulder was extremely seusitive; she
could nol move the left arm. and the fingers had by degrees hecome
bent, and remained so. Varions kinds of treatment had been tried
without result. Towards the last the actual cautery had been applied.
The swelling and pain always remained.

Arrived at Lourdes, on Saturday (Aungust 29, 1882), she was
taken at omee fo the piscius, and came ont cotapletely cared. The
pain_and swelling had disappeared ; she shook the left arm and
could strike herself heavy blows on the diseased shoulder. .

On the 12th of Be%tember ghe reraained well,

No. 87. OuBoNIic REEUMATISM (Vol. xvi. p. 190),—Mlle, Adéle
Nannick, of 8t, Omer, aged 25 years, is stated in the mediecal certifi-
cate to have been suffering from ¥ chronic rheumatism of the left arm,”
which had occastoned loss of feeling and of motion. Her disease had re-
pisted the most energetic treatment, including electricity [gal
vanism ?], ete. For two years she had been, unable to do anything,
Her hand was immensely swoller, Continual pain deprived her of
sleep. Arrived at the Grotto, all alone, her fingers, which had been

‘contracted, opened. A warm current passed through the arm, which

recovered sensation and motion.

On the 8th of September (the cure having taken place between
the 21st and 24th of Angust, 1882), the account given was: * Bince
her return Adéle ia perfectly well, She is able every day to sew,
+vash, rub, ete. The physician who attended her acknowledges the
eure to thoss who ask him.” She used to receive 4 francsa day from
a benevolent society, but the physician haviog seen ber arm since her
return from Lourdes, has strack her name off the list of persons
recelving assistance, saying * she has no need of it; sheis cnred,”

Remarks.—The cnre in this ease of a case of chronic rhenmatism
(if it were chronic rheumatism) of two years' standing is unques-
tionably supernatural, It seems to me probable that there might
have been some tumour on the nerve, causing the loss of motion and
gensation ; but as the medical certificate gives chronic rheamatism
aa Lthe disease, I have accepted the diagnosis, In either case the care
would be miraculous, cccurring instantaneously. '

No. 88. TUMOUR OF LIP AND ARTICULAE REEUMATISM (Vol,
xi., p. 89).—Mme, Anna Castet, née Candonat, of Andouine, near
Morlaas (Rasses Pyrenées), had obtained at the Grotto, in 1873, the
padden and complete disappearance of A tumour which she had on
the lower lip, and which bad resizted all treatment,

Haviug suffered for three months from articular rheumatism,
which prevented her from walking, she found herself cured on the
Tth of Julv, 1878, after a bath taken in the piscina.

No. 80, CHRONIC REEOMATISM ; ANKYLOSIS OF ENEE (Vol.
X, p. 37)—Marie Palisse, wife of Raymond Herisson, residing ab
Briul, in the diocese of Montaunban, aged 43, was attacked in May,
1873, consequent on being exposed to a heavy downfall of rain
which she bad to bear for several hours, with a weakness in the left
leg, 80 that she eould only move with the help of a pair of cratches,
This weakness was soon sccompanied by very acute pains in the
joints. The seat ot the pain was the left knee. The leg swelled in
an extraordinary manner ; the joints ware attacked ; it was impos.
sible for her to beud the knee ; the least movement camsed her tha
most crael pain, and the slightest friction on the limb almost mada
ber faint.

This state continned three years, Often she passed several
months in bed. When she conld get up she draggec herself along
painfull, by the help of cratches, Bbe conld do no work.

&he made a pilgrimage to Lourdes in June, 1876, and at her first
communion there, aithough she was obliged to use the erutches in
goiug to the church, she was able to azeend the altar steps and kueel,
which she had not been able to do for three years, On returning to
Ler place she fels a happy change had taken place in her,

From the Basilica she went to the bath, into which she plunged,
althongh she was in astate of perspiration. Some minutes afterwards
in going out of the water, she felt her limbs free and unloosened
[degagés] and she was able to walk without heip, She gave ker
crutehes to one of her companions, and during the rest of the day she
walked about, ascended to the charch, and went twice round it.

From this tima Marie Palisss took to field work, carried heavy
burdens, and enjoys perfect health, which atmospheric changes bave
never altered.

This is certificd by the euré of the patish, and by the signatures
of sixteen witnesses.

No, 90. CeRrOoNIC RHEEUMATISM (Vol, x., p. 124).—M. Fernand
St. Elme of Autry (Loire), aged 30,had suffered crueliy for 16 months
from chronic rheumatism which paralysed the left side and which
resisted all remedies. Drawn by his mule and by & charitable neigh-
bour and plunged in the piscina, be exparienced a kind of foreible
tightening in the diseased side, immediately followed by a pleasant
warmth, He was aatonished to find himeeif able to carry tbe hand
which just before was paralysed to his head ; he cama out of the
piscina by himeelf, and the next day he was able, withont sapport,
to foilow the procession from SBancerre, and takea second bath, which
completed his cure.

No. 91. REEUMATOID ARTHRITIS (vol. x., p. 104).—Justine
Lepelletier, of Lille, aged 34 years, has suffered for ten years from
rheumatoid arthritis [rhewmatisme goutteux) which had attacked her
feet, hev legs, and ber hands. The carious bones [? chbalk stonea}
were ready to come out and form sores. A doctor here [at Lourdes
after having questioned the patient as to ber former couditions, bas
declared the case incurable.

" Bhe tock three baths, feeling her.elf better each time. To-day
(Augnst 20, 1877) her legs and feet are perfectly cured and the swel-
ling has entirely dirappeared. The fiagers of the hand, and the toes
of the right foot, stiffened by the disease, have nearly regained their
mobility but the hand remains a little deformed. She followed
without fatigue a long torchlight procession,



