
No.86. Chronic Arthritis of the Shoulder Joint (Vol.
zv.,p.114).

—
SisterMariedvRosaire,ofMirecourt(Vosges),suffering,

according to the medical certificate, "from gastralgiaandanaemia,
and besides from chronic scapulo-humeral arthritis "— i.«., from
stomach-acheandpovertyof blood,and from chronic inflammation
of the shoulder joint. The shoulder was extremely sensitive; she
couldnot movethe leftarm. and the fingershadby degrees become
bent,andremained so. Variouskinds of treatment had been tried
withoutresult. Towards thelast the actualcauteryhadbeen applied.
The swellingandpainalwaysremained.

Arrived at Lourdes, on Saturday (August 29, 1882), she was
taken at once to theoiscina, andcameout completely cured. The
pain and swelling had disappeared; she shook the left arm and
couldstrikeherself heavy blows on the diseased shoulder.

On the12th of September she remainedwell.
No.87. Chronic Rheumatism (Vol.xvi..p.190).— Mile.Ad6le

Nannick,of St.Omer, aged25 years,is statedin themedical certifi-
catetohavebeensufferingfrom"chronicrheumatismof theleftarm,"
whichhadoccasionedlossof feelingandof motion. Her diseasehadre*
sisted the most energetic treatment, including electricity [gal-
vanism?],etc. For two yearsshe hadbeen unable to do anything.
Her hand was immensely swollen. Continual paindeprivedher of
sleep. Arrived at the Grotto, all alone,her fingers, which had been
contracted,opened. A warmcurrent passed throughthe arm, which
recoveredsensation andmotion.

On the Bthof September(thecurehaving taken place between
Ithe21st and24thof August,1882), the account given was: "Since
herreturn Adele is perfectly well. She is able every day to sew,
wash,rub,etc. The physician who attended her acknowledges the
cureto those whoask him." Sheused toreceive4francsaday from
a benevolentsociety,but thephysicianhavingseenher armsince her
return from Lourdes, has struck her name off the list of persons
receiving assistance, saying "9he has noneedof it;sheis cured."

Remarks.— The curein this case of a caseof chronicrheumatism
(if it werechronic rheumatism) of two years' standing is unques-
tionably supernatural. It seems to me probable that there might
havebeen sometumour on thenerve,causingthe lossof motion and
sensation;but as the medical certificate gives chronic rheumatism
as thedisease,Ihaveaccepted thediagnosis. Ineithercase the cure
wouldbe miraculous, occurring instantaneously.

No.88. Tumour of Lipand Articular Rheumatism (Vol.
xi., p. 89).

—
Mme. Anna Castet, <nke Candonat, of Andouins, near

Morlaas (Basses Pyrenees), had obtainedat the Grotto,in1873, the
sudden and complete disappearanceof a tumour which she hadon
thelower lip, and whichhadresisted alltreatment.

Having suffered for three months from articular rheumatism,
which preventedher from walking, she foundherself cured on the
7th of July,1878, after abath taken in thepiscina.

No. 89. Chronic Rheumatism;Ankylosisof Knee (Vol.
x., p. 37).— Marie Palisae, wife of Raymond Herisson, residing at
Brittl,in the diocese of Montauban,aged 43, was attacked in May,
1873, consequent on being exposed to a heavy downfall of rain
which she had tobear for severalhours, witha weakness in the left
leg,so thatshe could only movewith thehelpof apaic of crutches.
This weakness was soon accompanied by very acute pains in the
joints. The se<*t of thepain was the leEt knee. The leg swelled in
anextraordinarymanner ; the joints were attacked; it was impos-
sible for her tobeud theknee; the least movement^ caused her the
most cruel pain,and the slightest frictionon the limbalmost made
her faint.

This state continued three years. Often she passed several
months in bed. When shecould get up she dragged herself along
painfully by thehelpof crutches. She could do no work.

Shemade apilgrimage toLourdes inJune, 1876, and ather first
communion there,although she was obliged to use the crutches in
going tothe church, she wasable toascend the altarstepsand kueel,
which she hadnot been able todo for three years. Onreturning to: her place shefelt a happy changehad takenplace in her.

I From the Basilica she wentto thebath,into which she plunged,
although she was ina stateof perspiration. Someminutes afterwards, ingoingout of the water,she felt her limbs free and unloosened, \dtgagis\ andshe was able to walk without help. Shft gave her
crutches to one of her companions,andduring the restof theday she
walked about,ascended tothe church, andwent twice round it.

From this time MariePalisse took to field work, carried heavy
r burdens, andenjoysperfecthealth,which atmospheric changeshave. never altered.
t This is certifiedby the cure of theparish, andby the signatures
i of sixteen witnesses.

No. 90. Chronic Rheumatism (Vol.x., p.124).
—

M.Fernand
t St.Elme of Autry (Loire),aged 30,.badsufferedcruelly for16 months
3 from chronic rheumatism which paralysed the left side and which
3 resisted all remedies. Drawnby his mule andby acharitable neigh-

bour and plunged in" the piscina, he experienced a kindof forcible
c tightening in the diseased side,immediately followedby a pleasant
i warmth. He wasastonished to findhimself able tocarry the hand
1 which just before was paralysed to his head;hecame out of the
c piscina by himself, and the nextday he was able, without support,
t tofollow'the procession from Sancerre, and takeasecondbath,which

completed his cure.
P No. 91. Rheumatoid Arthritis (vol. x., p. 104).— Justine'"

Lepelletier,of Lille, aged 34 years, has suffered for ten years from
r> rheumatoidarthritis [rJieumatisme goutteux) whichhadattackedher
!S feet,her legs,and her hands. The carious bones [? chalk stones]

wereready to comeout and form sores. A doctor here [at LourdesJ
8 after having questionedthe patientas to her former conditions, baa
fc» declared the case incurable.
f '

She took threebaths, feeling herself better each time. To-day
'. (August 20, 1877) her legs and feet areperfectly curedand the swel-e ling has entirely disappeared. The fingersof thehaud,and the toes
0 of the right foot,stiffenedby the disease,havenearly regained their

mobility but the hand remains a little deformed. She followed
in | wUbputfatigue along torchlightprocession,

CHAPTER XIV.
Cares of Rheumatism and Rheumatoid Arthritis

—
or

Rheumatic Gout.
These cases do not admit of the positive proofs which

we can obtain in cases where the disease itself is visible to
others. We can, in chronic cases of rheumatism, only see the
deformity producedby the disease. Inrheumatoidarthritis, oras it
is oftencalled rheumatic gout, the nodular masses of chalk-stones
andthe enlargementsof the jointsare,inold cases,veryconspicuous.
Insuch cases,of whichseveralarenarrated, an immediate orinstan-
taneouscure isas clearly supernaturalas if the disease werean open
nicer,or acanceroustumour. Butinsuchcases asNo. 98,for example,
we must rely on the testimony of thepatientandethers. A few of
thekindhave been inserted,selected out of large numbers, for the
encouragementof those who are suffering from a most painful,
obstinate, andoften incnrableaffection.

No 84. Chronic Rheumatism (Vol. ii., p. 13).
—

Gruillaume
Jaffard,employedon theLeaponey Lasladesstation of the Midi Rail-
way;cottageNo. 149 (HauteaPyrenees), gives the following narra-
tive (April23rd, 1869) "Iwas alwaysrobust, but prolonged work
in bad weatherproduced,7 months ago, pains which prevented me
from doinganyihing. Thedoctor said it was chronic rheumatism.
iremained in bed. incapable of moving for three whole months.
When [wished tomove a limbIcalled my wife or oneof my child-
ren,whogot on thebed. My sufferings were dreadful. Icould at
lastrise apdmovewith thehelp of crutches, butit was with great
pain.Idraggedmyself along,makingmy feet slidealongtheground."
[He then describes the destitution to which the family was reduced,
their wantof foodetc., andintimates that hehimself hadnot been a
practisingCatholic. He was at length inducedby the persuasionof
his comrades togoto Lourdes. He bathed there and-felt only a
little better, somerelief, buthardly any].

"Itook awaya bottle of theLourdes water. Before goingto bed
my wife bathed my feetwith it again. Iprayed, you may believe.
When it was finishedItried toraisemyself. Istoodupright. Then
Idart forward to walk;Iwalk easily;Icry"Wife1 1amcured I

"
[He then immediately started off lo a neighbour's who lived 200
yardß off toshow himhe wascured]. "The next dayIarrived with-
out astick at.the stationof Lesponey;Ihad walked two kilometers
(about ]£ miles). Everyone was astonished. My colieague-i said to
me"

Youhavedone well to go to Lourdeo, Jaffard; they may say
what they like, there is aSupremeBeing."*
Fiance.""Ipromised to takeback thecrutches, andIhavecome to-day
todo so. ... Isuffer still a little; lamnot verynimble,butIhope.
My feet wereenormous

—
now they have ceased to be swollen; I

could not bendmy back at all,Iwasas stiff as astake, nowIcan
stoop to the carth

—
see."

Remarks.
—

Although thecure here is not so completeas inmost
of the cases,Ihave insertedit for the freshness and candourof the
narrative. The extremerapidity of the ameliorationappearsto me

Cinexplicableonanynaturalgrounds.
No.85. Rheumatism opLeft Arm (Vol. i., p. 128).— Marie

Condon, who waspresentwhenthe cureof Labbes was effected,had
been suffering for six weeks from anatrocious rheumatism, which
so impeded themovement of the leftarm that she couldnot Mft the
hand to the face, and was obliged to wash herself with the right
handalone.

She dipped the diseased limb in the fountain. There was no
more pain, and the supplenessof the limb wascompletely restored.
She couldlifther hand to her face without the slightest difficulty,
movedher fingers,andgrasped and held a largebottleof theLourdes
water.

Remarks.
—

This case does not rigidly fulfil all the conditions
requisite for deciding asto thesupernaturalnatureof the cure;but,
admitting the existence of the disease as described, woulda single
dip incoldwater cureit? Severalcaseslikethesehavebeeninsetted,
as they areshort anddonot takeupmuch room,andmay encourage'
those persons whohave already tried theusual remediesand failed to
effectacure tohaverecourse to theLourdes water."Acurious Bide-lightis thrownby thisremark on the state of religion in
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moment if they bear confession or giveabsolutionwithoutauthoriza-
tion of thepolice. No there is no fear of a Polish revolution. All
weask now is leave to live."

"And what do you think of the present state of Russia,
Prince?"

"Bad enough," was the reply. "The Czar trembles in his
palace. He is in the hands of three men— enemies of western
civilization

—
the abhorred Pobodonezow, his tutor, Kathow and

CountTolstorf. Hehas noconservativeelementsat his back. The
nobles are both indifferent and disaffected. The peasantry are
wretched,andmay atanymoment turn ontheir landlordsand burn,
rob ormurder. Russiais Asiaticyetinmany respects. The country
is bo vast and the people so scattered that no revolution,asthe
French understand it, is possible in Russia. We may seemurder,
and wholesalecarnage,butrevolutionscan only occur in the palace
or in the army. Ibelieve the Nihilists now direct theirefforts to
sapping the loyaltyof the army. ButRussia is a strange country,
andthingsmay goonas they areheavenknowshow long."
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